
  

 
 
 
 
 Science as a Public Good 

 

Presenter: Prof. Geoffrey Stuart Boulton 
Date: 9 April 2026 
Time: 12:00 - 13:00 (SAST) 

 
Facilitated by world renowned Open Science advocate, Prof. Geoffrey Stuart 
Boulton, this webinar will explore the evolving role of science in society and 
the importance of recognising science as a global public good. The session 
will reflect on how science has shaped the modern world and why well-
informed citizens, open to new evidence and perspectives, are essential for a 
healthy democracy. The speaker will discuss the responsibility of publicly 
funded scientists to engage more actively with society and to ensure that 
scientific knowledge remains accessible and beneficial to all. 
 
The webinar will also consider how the digital revolution has transformed the 
way information is shared and consumed. It will examine the challenges 
posed by current systems of scientific dissemination, the influence of 
commercial publishing, and the growing impact of technologies such as 
artificial intelligence. The speaker will propose ways in which universities and 
scientists can adapt to these changes, strengthen connections between 
science and society, and promote science as a public good that supports 
education, policy, and informed public discourse. 
 
This was an online event. 

 

https://www.ae-info.org/ae/Member/Stuart_Boulton_Geoffrey
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKt4GcnV-_w

