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BIO: Michael C Williams holds the University Research Chair in Global Political Thought at the
Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, University of Ottawa, Canada. His research
focuses on international security and the role of ideas and ideology in world politics. He is the
author of The Realist Tradition and the Limits of International Relations, Culture and Security:
Symbolic Politics in International Security, and co-author with Rita Abrahamsen of Security
Beyond the State: Private Security and International Relations. He is a co-author of the
forthcoming book, The World of the Right: Radical Conservatism and International Order.

BIO: Rita Abrahamsen is Professor in the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at
the University of Ottawa. Her research focuses on African politics, security, and IR. She is the
author (with M.C. Williams) of Security Beyond the State: Private Security in International Politics
(Cambridge University Press, 2011) and Disciplining Democracy: Development Discourse and
the Good Governance Agenda in Africa (Zed Books, 2000). She is a co-author of the forthcoming
book, The World of the Right: Radical Conservatism and International Order.

The views of speakers do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Political Science
or that of the University of Stellenbosch.
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