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Dr Mandira Bagwandeen has experience working with think tanks, local and
international corporate companies, and lecturing at universities in South Africa. She is a
Senior Research Fellow at the Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance at the
University of Cape Town (UCT), where her research focuses on Africa's regional
integration and industrialisation and China-Africa relations. Mandira is affiliated with

several local and international think tanks, including the Foreign Policy Research

Institute (US), the African Studies Centre at Metropolitan University Prague (Czech
Republic), the Afro-Sino Centre of International Relations (Ghana), NTU-SBF Centre
for African Studies (Singapore), the African Centre for the Study of the US at University
of the Witwatersrand (South Africa). Mandira often provides commentary for various
local and international media outlets and has published several academic and opinion
articles. Her recent co-authored article titled ‘African Agency, COVID-19 and Debt
Renegotiations with China’ was published in the South African Journal of International
Affairs; her co-edited book titled Africa’s Railway Renaissance: The Role and Impact of
China was released in July 2023. It was produced with two prominent Stellenbosch

University colleagues Dr Tim Zajontz and Prof Anthony Leysens.

The views of speakers do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Political Science
or that of the University of Stellenbosch.
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