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(South) Africa and China - What
kind of relationship?

How to characterise the relationship between African states, not least so South Africa,
and China? Terms used in China, such as comprehensive strategic partnership or win-win
engagements, raise questions about the quality of engagement and of mutual expectations.
This lecture explores who are key actors in this complex setup of inter- and transnational
relationships and their different instruments and political channels of interaction. Trade, aid,
investments and political relations are levels of engagements that saw substantial growth in
the last two decades. How do these different levels of engagement interact?

Speaker: Dr Sven Grimm

Head of Department on Knowledge Cooperation and Training at the
German Institute of Development and Sustainability in Bonn (IDOS),
Germany, and Extraordinary Professor of Political Sciences at Stellenbosch
University, South Africa

Dr Sven Grimm is Head of Department on Knowledge
Cooperation and Training at the German Institute of Development
and Sustainability in Bonn (IDOS), Germany, and Extraordinary
Professor of Political Science at Stellenbosch University, South
Africa. He is focusing particularly on external partners’
cooperation with African states and has a strong interest in South-
South cooperation. Sven has led numerous research projects e.g.
on emerging economies’ African ventures and their implications
for European international cooperation and has published widely
on both the European Union and on China's external relations
(with Africa). Sven was director of the Centre for Chinese Studies
at Stellenbosch University, between 2010 and 2014. At IDOS, he is
working on knowledge cooperation with rising global powers and
African institutions, as well as on the science-policy-interface.

The views of speakers do not necessarily reflect the views of the Political Science
Department or that of Stellenbosch University.
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