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Members of staff and SU management, as well as
different role-players who have been involved in the
conceptualisation and implementation of this multi-
year project, attended this occasion.

During the inauguration of Room 1031, the Dean,
Professor Nicola Smit, noted that: “Many of you will
recall how this room once displayed portraits of
former chief justices, predominantly reflecting a
singular demographic. In the wake of transformative
movements such as Rhodes Must Fall and Fees Must
Fall, we recognised the need to reimagine our spaces
- not as relics of the past, but as environments that
reflect diversity, inclusivity, and the dynamic nature of
our world and community.”

This particular “storyboard” project, involves moving
beyond traditional depictions, such as presiding
officers, shifting the focus towards narratives that
highlight pivotal legal cases and the people profoundly
impacted by them. The theme of this first room is
‘Contractual and labour disputes - fairness, dignity,
equality, freedom and social justice”

The Dean recalled that “[black in 2018, and again in
March 2022, the Law Faculty reached out to students
and staff to suggest appropriate cases to be shown on
the storyboards ... It was quite challenging to imagine
how to achieve this as we are not designers or artists
but lawyers! The Transformation Committee was
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then given the task of taking this idea further .. The
timeline of this initiative underscores the collaborative
effort required - spanning public participation,
inter-departmental cooperation, and dedicated
resources." She concluded by stating that the Faculty's
commitment to being forward-thinking, their embrace
of visualredress initiatives, and their courage toimagine
something new within the beautiful Old Main Building
truly creates a community to be proud of.

As the Faculty's staff and students now embark on
the next steps in its overarching visual redress project
(Rooms 1017 and 2034), it looks forward to continuing
to imagine, create, and nurture spaces that reflect who
we are and who we aspire to be.

isiXhosa translation continues on next page
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Ulungiso lokubonakalayo kwiFakhalthi
yezoMthetho: usungulo olwenza imincili

lyonke injongo yale projekthi yolungiso lokubonaka-
layo kwiFakhalthi yezoMthetho kukwenza iinguqu
kwiindawo eziphathekayo zeFakhalthi yezoMthetho
ukuze zibe ziindawo ezamkelayo kuye wonke ubani
nezifanele imekobume yokufunda entle. Ngaphandle
kokwenza iindawo ezibonakalayo ezinomtsalane, le
Fakhalthi ifuna:

a. Ukwakhiwa kweenkumbulo. Ukukhumbula izehlo
zakumaxesha adlulayo, ukungabikho kobulungiswa,
iintsokolo neempumelelo, nokumemelela ukucin-
ga ngendlela elithi ixesha eladlulayo lighubekeke
nokuxhobisa ngayo ixesha langoku.

b. Ukwakhiwa kweemeko.
Ukubeka umthetho (nezehlo
zezomthetho zakumaxesha
adlulayo neziphumo zazo)
kwimeko yasezimbalini nak-
wezentlalo. Injongo  kuk-
wenza ezomthetho zaku-
maxesha adlulayo zibe
lugilima  nangakumbi,
nokubonisa  iindlela

ethe imithetho jike-

lele neengcaman-

go nemigaqo yezomthetho yaba nefuthe ngayo
kubomi babantu bokwenyani yaza yabumba kwaye
yaxhobisa ngayo ubudlelwane neentsokolo zasent-
lalweni.

c. Uchaso. Ukubonakalisa ukuba umthetho
ngamanye amaxesha uyindawo yochaso nentsoko-
lo, kwanokuba izigwebo zeenkundla, iinkqubo ze-
zomthetho nomongo wezomthetho amaxesha am-
aninzi ziba yimiba yempikiswano.

d. Ukucinga ngokuhlalutyayo. limbonakaliso zeeme-
ko nezinye izibonakaliso zezomthetho nobulungiswa
zikholo  ukukhuthaza ukucinga ngomthetho
ngokuhlalutyayo, ukuthathwa kwamanyathelo
ezomthetho nokusonjululwa kwamatyala. Imbon-
akaliso nganye iya kuthi kwaye kulindeleke ukuba
ibe nokugondwa ngeendlela ezahlukahlukeneyo.

e. Umfanekisonggondweni. Ukuba nomfaneki-
songgondweni wezomthetho ngendlela entsha,
ukufumana iindlela ezahlukahlukeneyo zokujonga
amaxesha adlulayo kwezomthetho, nokuba nom-
fanekisonggondweni wamaxesha asezayo anobun-
tu nobulungisa nangakumbi, nalapho bonke abantu
abaphila eMzantsi Afrika baya kube bekhululekile

Continues on next page.
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kumatyathanga obuhlanga obumiliselweyo, ukon-
gama kwesinye isini ngaphezu kwesinye, ubuhl-
wempu, nezinye iintlobo zokubekelwa bucala noku-
silela ngokwezakheko.

linguqu ezibonakalayo ngaphakathi nezinggonge iOld
Main Building kule minyaka iligela idlulileyo zihambe-
lana nokuzibophelela kweFakhalthi yezoMthetho ek-
uphandeni ngokuhlalutyayo ukungabikho kobulungi-
sa kwasezimbalini neziphumo zako ezighubekekayo,
namandla eenkqubo ezisekelwe emthethweni (ezifa-
na nolungiso lokubonakalayo) okucela umngeni nok-
wenza iinguqu kwimisebenzi yezentlalo, yezoqogosho
neyezopolitiko ebangela ukungalingani, ukujongelwa
phantsi hengcinezelo.

NgolLwesihlanu umhla we9 kwekaCanzibe ku2025,
iFakhalthi yezoMthetho yaye yaphawula ngokusesik-
weni ukugqitywa kokuFakelwa kweBhodi yamaBali
yokuqgala ekughubekekeni kwayo namaphulo olungi-
so lokubonakalayo. Amalungu abasebenzi nabaphathi
baseSU, kwakunye nabadlali beendima abahlukah-
lukeneyo abaye babandakanyeka kwiingcamango
nakumiliselo lwale projekthi yeminyaka eligela baye
bawuzimasa lo msitho.

Ngelixa lokusungulwa kweGumbi 1031, iNtloko ye-
Fakhalthi, uNjingalwazi Nicola Smit, waye waphawula
ngelithi: “Uninzi lwenu luza kukhumbula indlela elakhe
lathi eli gumbi labonakalisa imifanekiso yabo babe-
sakuba ziintloko zeejaji, ebonakalisa ngokubanzi igela
labantu elinye. Ekuveleni kweentshukumo zeenguqu
ezifana neRhodes Must Fall nefees Must Fall, saye
sagaphela imfuneko yokucinga ngeendawo zethu
ngokutsha - hayi njengeentsalela zamaxesha adlu-
layo, kodwa njengeemekobume ezibonakalisa ukwah-
lukahlukana, uquko, nobunjani behlabathi lethu nolun-
tu lwethu obunokuguquguquka.”

Le projekthiingqgalileyo “yebhodiyamabali®, ibandakan-

FAKULTEIT REGSGELEERDHEID -

ya ukuggqithela hgaphaya kweembonakaliso ezizizith-
ethe, njengamagosa ongameleyo, itshintsha ukugxila
ukuze kuye kumabali aggamisa amatyala ezomthetho
abalulekileyo nabantu abachaphazelela ngokunzulu
ngawo. Umxholo weli gumbi lokugala uthi “limbamba-
no zeekhontrakthi nezabasebenzi - ubulungisa, isidi-
ma, ukulingana, inkululeko nobulungisa kwezentlalo".

INtloko yeFakhalthi yaye yakhumbula ukuba “ngo2018,
kwaye kwakhona ngeyoKwindla ngo2022, iFakhalthi
yezoMthetho yaye yamemelela abafundi nabaseben-
zi ukuba bacebise malunga namatyala afanelekileyo
ukuba abonakaliswe kwiibhodi zamabali ... Kwaba ng-
umngeni ke noko ukucinga ngeendlela zokufezekisa
oku nanjengoko singengabo abayili okanye amagcisa
kodwa singamagqwetha! IKomiti yeeNguqu yaye ke
ngoko yanikwa umsebenzi wokughubela lo mbono
phambili .. Ixesha lokughuba eli phulo lisisiseko leen-
zame ezingobanjiswano ezifunekayo - nto leyo yandi-
sa intathonxaxheba kawonkewonke, intsebenziswano
yamasebe, nemithombo eyaye yabelwa lo msebenzi”.
Waye waqukumbela ngokutsho ukuba, ukuzibophele-
la kwale Fakhalthi ekucingeni ngezinto eziza kwenzeka
kwixa elizayo, ukwamkela kwabo amaphulo olungiso
lokubonakalayo, nesibindi sabo sokuba nomfaneki-
songgondweni wento entsha ngaphakathi kweOld
Main Building entle, ngokwenene kudala uluntu ubani
anokuzingca ngalo.

Njengoko abasebenzi nabafundi bale Fakhalthi kun-
gokunje bengena kumanyathelo alandelayo kwipro-
jekthi yayo ebanzi yolungiso lokubonakalayo (ama-
Gumbi 1017 ukuya ku2034), ingxamele ukughubekeka
nokucinga, nokudala, nokunonophela iindawo ezibo-
nakalisa ukuba singoobani kwaye singwenela ukuba
ngoobani.
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Lectures - Conferences - Seminars -
Workshops - Book Launches

Professor Sandra Liebenberg

Professor Sandy Liebenberg presented papers at the

following conferences. She participated in “Democracy,
the South State and The Economy” the 7™ Biannual
German-South African Dialogue held at UWCon6and 7
February 2025. Additionally, she was a joint respondent
with Professor Ngwako Raboshakga from North-West
University to the keynote address by Professor James
Fowkes of the University of Munster, at "Alchemical

Tales: A Conference Curated in Honour of Albie Sachs',
organised by the Law Faculties of UCT, UWC, and
Stellenbosch University. Finally, Professor Liebenberg
also presented at “Celebrating and Interrogating 30
Years of the South African Constitutional Court’, an
event hosted by SAIFAC, Constitutional Court Review,
and the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung at the University of
Johannesburg from 23 to 24 April 2025.

&Y/
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Above left: ACFE SU executive committee; Above middle: The Capitec Financial Crimes Unit and the ACFE SU executive
committee; Above right: Mr Joubert discussing behavioural risk modelling

On 15 April, the the Association of Certified Fraud
Examiners (ACFE) Stellenbosch University Student
Chapter hosted an event in collaboration with
Capitec Financial, which provided a comprehensive
and engaging learning experience for students. This
partnership highlights the importance of financial
crime prevention and the role of Capitec in maintaining
financial integrity within the banking sector. Mr Orpen
(Head of Credit Operations, Capitec) provided an
introduction to fraud and financial crime, sharing an
overview of the complex nature and types of fraud.
Mr Elema (Syndicate Intelligence, Capitec) discussed
and demonstrated the techniques and methods
used in syndicate intelligence and investigations.

Mr  Joubert (Behavioural Risk Modelling and
Financial Crime Modelling) provided insight into the
behavioural risk modelling and financial risk modelling
aspects of financial crime detection and prevention,
demonstrating how data science is used to predict and
prevent fraud. Following these insightful presentations,
Mr Gosai (Stellenbosch University Student and intern
at Capitec Bank) and Mrs Hendricks (Specialist: Early
Careers) engaged with students on the topic of careers
at Capitec, highlighting the fulfilling and cooperative
nature of their career opportunities. The event was
concluded by an informative question and answer
session, after which students and guests enjoyed
refreshments in the Quad.

Constitutional Court Review Conference

Professors Sandra Liebenberg and Bradley Slade, and Drs Jeewa and Barnes attended the Constitutional

Court Review Conference, Celebrating and Interrogating 30 Years of the South African Constitutional Court, at the

University of Johannesburg on 23 and 24 April.
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Zinhle Novazi and Khodani Tshidzumba-Sengwane co-presenting at the 16" ATAX Conference in Sydney, Australia.

From 8 to 9 April, Ms Zinhle Novazi had the privilege
of attending and co-presenting a co-authored paper,
with Ms Khodani Tshidzumba-Sengwane (Lecturer at
the University of Pretoria), at the 16" ATAX International
Conference on Tax Administration, held in Sydney,
Australia. The conference brought together global
experts in tax law, policy, and administration to explore
innovative strategies for improving tax systems
worldwide.

The paper, titled “Cracking the crypto code: SARS'
approach to taxing the untouchable’, critically examines
the South African Revenue Service's (SARS) approach to
taxing crypto assets. The paper unpacks the legal and
administrative challenges SARS faces in this evolving
space, and offers recommendations for a more agile,
transparent, and effective regulatory response.

The programme featured keynotes from leading tax
authorities, including Mr Rob Heferen, Commissioner of
the Australian Taxation Office, who shared how Australia
has achieved a 90.9% voluntary compliance rate through
targeted interventions. Mr Peter Mersi, Commissioner
and CEO of New Zealand's Inland Revenue Department,
also shared insights on the benefits of automated
income assessments and data-driven compliance.

Ms Novazi reflects, “One powerful insight from the
conference is the importance of academic voices in
shaping policy, industry practice, and social progress.
In times marked by rapid technological change and
economic uncertainty, we are not just observers of these
shifts - we are essential contributors to the knowledge
that drives them.
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2" Annual Criminal
Justice Collogquium

The 2" Annual Criminal Justice Colloquium took
place on the 3™ of April at the Faculty of Law. The
Colloquium featured a range of thought-provoking
contemporary and intersectional issues within the
criminaljustice system. The Colloquium was organised
and hosted by Professors Hoctor and Van der Linde,
as well as by Dr Nel. Several members of staff and
postgraduate students presented at the conference,
namely: Professor Shannon Hoctor “The notion of
reasonableness in private defence"’; Dr Mary Nel and
Dr Marna Lourens “An intersectional approach to legal
reform of sex work in South Africa"; Professor Delano
Cole van der Linde “Judicial considerations in granting
forfeiture orders of immovable property; Ms Anesu
Musabayana “Beyond a Reasonable Doubt: How South

African Courts Assess Eyewitness Testimony in Murder
Trials", GP Bouwer (LLD candidate) “The interpretation
of Section 2 of the Cybercrime act and as it relates to
the end user or “subscribers of illegal pirate services';
Ms Katherine Butler (LLD candidate) “Should ‘coercive
control' be made a standalone criminal offence as part
of the effort to combat domestic violence?"; Ms Kirstin
Hagglund (LLD candidate; with Professor Franaaz
Kahn (UJ)) “A discussion of the legal implications for
crimes committed in the metaverse in South Africa”
Two colleagues from the Department of Educational
Psychology, Dr Sifiso Shabangu and Professor Melanie
Moen, also presented their research at the Colloquium
("Empirical findings on filicide offenses in eSwatini").
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Human Rights Day 2025.
“Mother City"” screening

To mark Human Rights Day 2025, the JV/S (in
collaboration with the Faculty of Law's Transformation
Committee) organised a special screening of the award-
winning documentary film, “Mother City", featuring the
struggle for affordable, well-located land and housing
in Cape Town.

The film offers a gripping account of community
organisation, activism, and legal strategies to realise
the constitutional rights to land and housing for
disadvantaged residents of Cape Town.

Following the screening, Disha Govender and Ntombi
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Sambu of Ndifuna Nkwazi and Miki Redelinghuys,
the Director of the film, answered questions from the
audience. Professors Sandra Liebenberg and Anél
du Plessis facilitated the discussion. The audience
comprised a mix of students and staff from different
Faculties, all of whom were treated to popcorn and soft
drinks to simulate an authentic movie experience.

Training Programme for the Office of
the Public Protector
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Assoclation for Law, Property &
Society (ALPS) 2025 Conference

In the last week of May, Professor Zsa-Zsa Boggenpoel
and Dr Tanveer Jeewa attended the 2025 Annual
Association for Law, Property & Society (ALPS)
Conference hosted by the University of Sydney. ALPS
is an open international organisation of scholars and
teachers engaged in a wide range of interdisciplinary
research covering allaspects of property law, policy, and
theory, and the role property plays in social structures,
human relationships, and ecology.

Professor Boggenpoel presented an article, entitled
‘Unpacking the notion of ‘suitable alternative
accommodation” What do we mean with this notion and
how is it applied in South African law?", which elaborated
on her most recent research on the “safe spaces”in Cape
Town - shelters designed to accommodate homeless
people in the area. Her presentation focused on
whether these facilities constitute suitable alternative
accommodation for evictees, and what this choice of
shelter means for eviction jurisprudence on a national

scale. The Conference was an invaluable opportunity
to obtain feedback on comparative jurisdictions and
their approaches to alleviating homelessness, even
temporarily.

Dr Jeewa presented her co-authored article with Prof
Boggenpoel, entitled “Neighbour law or apartheid's
echo? Unlawful occupation and the misuse of public
nuisance doctrine". The article explored the persistent
misapplication of public nuisance doctrine in cases
of unlawful occupation and the racialised harm this
perpetuates in post-apartheid South Africa and beyond.
The presentation sparked rich discussions and critical
reflections on the wider role of property law in society.

These engagements reaffirmed the value of
international scholarly exchange - not only in
sharpening legalinquiry, but in building a more inclusive
academic community invested in justice, reflection, and
meaningful reform.
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On 19 June 2025, the Maastricht University
Department of Private Law hosted its annual
Maastricht Private Law Lecture, featuring
Professor Zsa-Zsa Temmers Boggenpoel.

Professor Boggenpoel's lecture challenged
conventional approaches to land occupation
and evictions. Drawing from South Africa's
transformative legaljourney, she examined the
profound implications of applying private law

frameworks to these complex social issues.

30" Anniversary of the Establishment of
the Constitutional Court of South Africa

Professors Sandra Liebenberg and
Juanita Pienaar attended the 301"
Anniversary of the Establishment
of the Constitutional Court of South
Africa, at the Constitutional Court in
Johannesburg, on 20 June 2025.

Of particular note, Professor Liebenberg
presented her paper, “Socio-Economic
Rights in the South African Constitutional

Court: Taking stock at 30," contributing
Professor Juanita Pienaar, Former Constitutional Court to critical discussions on the evolution of

Justice, Kate O'Regan; and Professor Sandra Liebenberg socio-economic rights in South Africa.
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14 Counter Fraud, Cybercrime and
Forensic Accounting Conference

Professor Delano van der Linde presented a paper
titled “Understanding and combating business email
compromise fraud in the South African context” at
the 14th Counter Fraud, Cybercrime and Forensic
Accounting Conference, hosted at the University of
Portsmouth (18 to 19 June). Professor Van der Linde's

presentation focused on the growing risk of cybercrime
(particularly business email compromise) in South
Africa, and focused on the recent judgments in Edward
Nathan Sonnenberg Inc v Judith Mary Hawarden 2024
(5) SA 9 (SCA) and Ross and Another v Nedbank Limited
(10029/2020) [2024] ZAGPJHC 1146 (8 November
2024). He also considered whether South Africa's
criminal justice infrastructure is equipped to deal with
these prevalent crime forms.
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Colleagues
Abroad

Ms Parker visits the University of Groningen

Ms Rukshana Parker, a lecturer in the Department  domestic partnerships on the intestate inheritance
of Private Law, recently spent three weeks at the  rights of descendants.

University of Groningen in the Netherlands conducting During her time in Groningen, she was based at the
research for her doctorate. Her study examines  Notarial Institute, which is internationally recognised
the effect of religious polygamous marriages and  for its expertise in succession law. She engaged
with scholars in the field, attended lectures, and
presented her research to faculty members. The
visit also enabled valuable conversations with
academics whose research intersects with hers,
opening the door to potential future collaborations.

The comparative aspect of her doctoral research
draws on Dutch inheritance law; thus, the visit
to Groningen provided excellent access to legal
materials, institutional insight, and scholarly
expertise. She describes the atmosphere at the
university as welcoming and intellectually generous,
with informal moments - including faculty dinners
and everyday office chats - often sparking stimulating
academic discussion. The experience has not
only enriched her research but also reaffirmed the
importance of global academic exchange and
collegial engagement.

Ms Rukshana Parker with Professor Leon
Verstappen (L) and Dr Hans ter Haar (R).
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In the
Media

Exploring the Power of
Vulnerability and Agency

Dr Marna Lourens delves into the powerful the experiences of sex workers. Her work was
duality of vulnerability and agency through her recently featured in Stellenbosch University's
art, research, and activism. Dr Lourens' research digital magazine, Research for Impact. (The full
explores sexism, gender discrimination, and feature is available here, and read more here))

46


https://www0.sun.ac.za/researchforimpact/2025/05/21/the-naked-truth-sex-work-shouldnt-be-a-crime/
https://www0.sun.ac.za/researchforimpact/2025/05/21/sex-work-is-work/
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Faculty staff
Fakulteit personeel

Dr Gretchen Jansen and Prof Sadulla Karjiker

Professor Richard Stevens and Ms Lerato Melato Professor Richard Stevens and Ms Ray de Villiers
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New Appointments

Dr Ntando Sindane

Dr Ntando Sindane joined the Department of Public Law in January
2025. He teaches Public International Law and Jurisprudence (legal
philosophy). Previously, he taught Public International Law and
Research Methodology at the University of the Western Cape, and

he also taught African Customary Law, Private International Law, and
Legal Pluralism at the University of the Free State. He holds LLB and
LLM degrees from the University of South Africa (UNISA) and a PhD
degree in Intellectual Property Law at the University of Cape Town (UCT).

DrSindane'sresearchisrootedin Intellectual Property Rights, International
Law, and the Philosophy of Law, with a strong focus on Epistemologies
of the South. His work explores themes like decoloniality and
Africanisation - particularly in rethinking how copyright law

is taught in South African universities. Currently, he is

exploring the complex links between racial capitalism

and the global copyright regime.

He is a dedicated editor of academic and literary

journals. In his downtime, he enjoys following Test

Cricket and is a loyal supporter of Kaizer Chiefs

Football Club.

We trust that our new colleague will enjoy an
enriching, collegial, and productive career at

Stellenbosch University.
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Farewell
Afskeidsgroet

Dr Debbie Horsten

“‘Dr Debbie Horsten joined the Faculty of Law in 2013
and taught various modules, including the Law of
Persons, Family Law, and Advanced Family Law, within
the Department of Private Law until her departure in
March of this year.

Debbie is known for her unmatched wit, keen sense
of justice, and warmth - always placing the needs
of others before her own. She embodied family law
and law of persons as she brought an exceptional
relatability to these subjects, making abstract concepts
come alive. (I have been known to conclude dubious
contracts of sale in various tutorials..) She constantly
reminded students to think of the people impacted by
legal norms and rules and to move beyond thinking of
law as a cold mechanism applied in a vacuum.

Debbie's excellence as a lecturer was recognised
on several occasions when she was nominated by
students as their most impactful lecturer. Her patience
and care for others, in particular the most vulnerable
in society, and students, are significant qualities that
many value in Debbie as a lecturer and a person.

This care also extends to her love for her animal
companions.

She possesses the ability to see potential in others
that they may not yet recognise in themselves. Over
the years, Debbie has inspired, nurtured, mentored,
and guided countless students, who are allimmensely
grateful for her role in their lives. This includes me
as Debbie has guided me during some of the most
important decisions of my career.

Debbie, we wish you all the very best with your journey
and | hope you still regularly dazzle us with your
presence. In your case, all that glitters is gold.”

Professor Delano Cole van der Linde

Welcome, little ones

The Faculty is pleased to announce the births of
Lana Elizabeth Broodryk, born on 12 March 2025 to

Izibele Mjiba, born on 9 May 2025 to Mrs Phumla Mjiba

and her husband.

Professor Theo Broodryk and his wife, and Somangaye Congratulations to the proud parents!
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Meet the Law Clinic
Ontmoet die RegsklinieR

Professor Theo Broodryk is an Associate Professor and Manager
of the Law Clinic. He obtained the degrees BA, LLB and LLD from
Stellenbosch University. Professor Broodryk is an admitted attorney
of the High Court of South Africa, a Y1-NRF rated researcher and the
author of Eckard's Principles of Civil Procedure in the Magistrates'
Court. He has been institutionally recognised for his research
contributions, including being one of the University's researchers who
made the biggest contribution to Department of Higher Education
and Training accredited scientific publications (2014 output year).
Professor Broodryk has received the Rector's Award for outstanding

work performance. He is a member of the International Association PrOfessor Theo

of Procedural Law. His research focus is collective redress, including
class actions. He is also certified as an arbitrator by the Association of BrOOdryk
Arbitrators (Southern Africa) and obtained a certificate in advanced
labour law from the University of South Africa’'s Centre for Business
Law.

Professor and Clinic Head

Aside from work, Professor Broodryk remarks, “With a two-year-old
boy and a three-month-old girl, our free time is completely spoken
for!”

Ms Nikita Stander joined the Law Clinic as a student consultant in
the Law Faculty's Practical Legal Training course during the final year
of her LLB studies in 2008. She started with her articles at the Law
Clinic in January 2009, when she obtained her LLB degree. After
ceding her articles to Legal Aid, South Africa during October 2009,
she completed her articles there in December 2010, whereafter she
was admitted as an attorney of the High Court in February 2011. She
was appointed as practising legal practitioner at the Law Clinic in
February 2011, and qualified as attorney with right of appearance in
the High Court thereafter. Ms Stander assists clients with opposing
eviction applications and with related security of tenure disputes.
She also assists final-year law students at the Law Clinic with advice, Nikita
and mentors the candidate legal practitioners who are employed in

her department. Stander
She obtained her LLM (by research) degree in April 2022.

‘In my free time, | enjoy staying active through running, rebound Senior Attorney and Deputy
classes, and gym workouts. | also enjoy spending time socialising Head of the Law Clinic
with friends and family."

Continues on next page.
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Dr Stephan van der Merwe joined the SU Law Clinic as practising
attorney in 2001, after serving his articles of clerkship in private
practice. Earlier, he graduated from Stellenbosch University with a
B Comm and an LLB, and during 2002 he obtained an Advanced
Certificate in Children's Rights. In 2005, he obtained an LLM (cum
laude) and, during 2007, he qualified as notary public and attorney
with right of appearance in the High Court. In 2017 he obtained a
Post-Graduate Diploma in Higher Education Teaching and Learning
(cum laude). In 2022, Dr Van der Merwe obtained his doctorate in
law (LLD). The title of his dissertation is “Developing a Procedural
Framework for Advanced Debtor Protection: The Case of Emolument
Attachment Orders’, in which he makes motivated recommendations
aimed at advancing debtor protection.

Dr Van der Merwe is deeply involved with community service in
his capacity as the senior supervising attorney at the Law Clinic.
In 2019, he was awarded the Stellenbosch University Institutional
Teaching Excellence Award in the category ‘Scholarly Teacher' The
award is based on experience and leadership in the scholarship
of teaching and learning. In 2024, he was also shortlisted for the
Stellenbosch University Institutional Research Excellence Award. He
lectures Practical Legal Training, Legal Ethics, and Foundational Oral
Advocacy at the Faculty.

‘l am a fan of the strategic designer boardgame (i.e., not mass-
produced games like Monopoly) hobby and own an embarrassing
large and diverse collection of these board and card games.”

Dr Stephan van
der Merwe

Senior Attorney, Senior
Attorney, Public Notary,
and Lecturer

Odwa Nweba joined the Law Clinic in 2018. He was admitted as an
attorney of the High Court in May 2018, after he completed his ar-
ticles at Legal Aid in April 2018. He obtained his LLB from the Uni-
versity of Fort Hare and concluded his Practical Legal Training at the
University of Cape Town School for Legal Practice. He is a registered
member of the Compliance Institute of Southern Africa as a compli-
ance officer. He assists with general civil litigation and advice. He has
a passion for assisting the less fortunate in society.

*Outside of work, | enjoy hiking, which offers a valuable opportunity

to disconnect, reflect, and maintain balance while engaging with the
natural environment.”

Odwa
Nweba

Attorney

Continues on next page.
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Demi Johannisen joined the Law Clinic on 1 February 2025. She
obtained her LLB degree from the University of the Western Cape
in 2016 and completed her articles in 2019 at the University of the
Western Cape Law Clinic. She was admitted as an Attorney of the
High Court in September 2019. Demi assists clients with family
law related matters, such as divorce proceedings, maintenance
applications, children's court and wills. Demi assists final-year law
students and supervises and mentors the candidate legal
practitioners within her department.

‘| consider myself a radical adventurer and love exploring

Demi Johannisen

hidden little coffee shops and restaurants.” Attorney

Sharon Smith holds a diploma in Business Management and
has extensive experience in finance, office management, human
resources, and administration. Before joining the Law Clinic in 2020,
she worked in the financial sector. She is responsible for managing
office operations and administrative procedures, and she provides
support to both leadership and staff. She completed her Paralegal
Certificate in 2023 and plays a supportive role in contributing to the
Clinic's mission of providing legal assistance to marginalised

‘On a personal note, | also hold a diploma in hairdressing and

enjoy line dancing in my free time." Administrative Manager

communities Sharon Smith

Priscilla Khoaeane is the welcoming face of the Law Clinic.
She ensures that clients, students, and visitors are warmly
received and assisted efficiently. She manages the front
desk, handles appointments and enquiries, and supports
the Clinic's operations with efficiency.

‘| enjoy gardening and have a talent for growing succulent
plants.”

Priscilla Khoaene

Receptionist

Magda Essau plays a valuable role in keeping the Law
Clinic running smoothly and looking its best. She provides
administrative support and ensures a clean, welcoming
environment for staff, students, and clients.

‘I love spending time with my extended family."

Magda Esau

Admin Assistant |
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First-year welcoming programme

uring the Law Faculty's Welcoming Programme,

the new first-year group of 2025, along with their
parents and guardians, met the Dean and selected
staff in the Endler Hall of the Conservatory, on Tuesday,
28 January. Wednesday marked yet another full day of
activities across from the Old Main Building, where the
students officially began their journey in preparation for
the academic year ahead. The programme, featuring
guest lectures from some of the staff, focused on
giving students the invaluable opportunity to connect
with one another. A particular highlight was the annual
first-year law student welcoming luncheon, generously
sponsored by Werksmans Attorneys, held in the
spacious Simonsberg Residence, which comfortably
accommodated the approximate 250 students in
attendance.

The rest of the programme, spanning the latter
half of the week and continuing until the following
Wednesday, featured a series of informative sessions.
These covered topics such as the anticipated

the
academic calendar of the year ahead; the weekday of

differences between school and university;

the ‘ideal law student’; consequences of misbehaviour
as a student (and the possible impact of this on future
career options); ethical requirements to be admitted
as a legal practitioner; as well as the various support
services that are available on campus, which also
included programme-specific information sessions,
targeting the various law programme articulations.

The JV/S and various societies active within the
Faculty, which included the Moot Society, Students for
Law and Social Justice, the Black Lawyers Association,
Stellenbosch Chapter, and the Student Court, were
also present. On Wednesday, 5 February, after meeting
their respective first-year lecturers, the Dean wished
them well with the start of the academic year - thereby
bringing to a close the 2025 iteration of the Welcoming
Programme.
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Faculty of Law Pledge
Ceremony 2025

The annual Pledge Ceremony was held on the final
day of the first semester, 16 May. To help celebrate
this special occasion, the Judge-President of the Cape
High Court, JP Mabindla-Boqwana, and her colleague
Judge Nuku, were in attendance.

Prior to the Pledge Ceremony, the Judge-President
addressed the first-year group in their final Legal
Skills 114 lecture, and spoke to them about the critical
importance of the rule of law in South Africa; the
meaningful role that law students will play as future
graduates; and a day in the life of a judicial officer
against the backdrop of transformation imperatives
within all facets of the profession. Hereafter, Judges
Mabindla-Bogwana and Nuku engaged with our
students in answering their questions, before crossing
the road to the Old Main Building, to commence with
the Pledge Ceremony.

After a welcoming and address by our Acting Dean,
Professor Juanita Pienaar, the group was addressed
by the current Chair of the JV/S, Ms Alexia Cawood,

and former Chair, now colleague, Ms Lerato Melato on
what lies ahead in their journey as future jurists. In her
address, Ms Cawood remarked:

‘I remember my own pledge ceremony vividly - right
here in the courtyard of the Ou Hoofgebou. We were
masked, uncertain, and just beginning to grasp what
it meant to step into the world of law. That night felt
like the start of something much bigger than myself.
It was the moment | decided not just what Rind of
law student | wanted to be, but what kind of person |
wanted to become.

Tonight is not simply ceremonial. It is meaningful. You
are not just signing a document - you are making a
commitment. A commitment to uphold the values of
integrity, fairness, and discipline. A decision to hold
yourself to a higher standard, even when it is difficult.
Especially when it is difficult.

In this field, you will often face a choice: to take the

easier path, or to take the right one. The right path
may require you to say no - to friends, to comfort,

Continues on next page.
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to shortcuts. But that same path builds the kind of
character that defines what it means to be fit and
proper.

Law is exciting, but it is also deeply serious. It shapes
the lives of people - especially the vulnerable, the
unheard, and the unseen. Your words, your research,
your arguments - they matter. They will carry weight
in the lives of others, sometimes in ways you may
never fully realise.

As you move forward from your final Legal SRills
lecture today, take with you not just the tools of
reading and writing the law, but the responsibility
of being the law in action. The Preamble of our
Constitution begins with the words: 'We, the people
of South Africa..’ This is not just a phrase. It is a call.
The healing, the justice, the transformation of this
country - it begins with us. With you.

Use your years ahead to become the kind of person

JULIE 2025

you wish you had when you were younger. Let your
studies be more than a pursuit of marks - let them
shape your character. Grow from every case you read,
every debate you have, every mistake you make. And
when you're faced with a choice to compromise your
values, remember this night. Choose the harder path.
Choose the path that builds a more accountable,
more just South Africa.

Congratulations on making it this far. Tonight, we
send you forward - not just as students, but as future
custodians of justice.”

Thereafter, Dr Greenhalgh read out the wording of
the Preamble of the Constitution, before the students
proceeded to sign their Pledge Document, which they
handed over to the Acting Dean and Judges Mabindla-
Bogwana and Nuku and, in return, they received
personalised copies of the Faculty's Code of Conduct
and the Constitution.
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Renewed Postgraduate
Diploma in Tax Law

Postgraduate Diploma in Tax Law 2025 group

] ]
Gradeplegtigheid
Die volgende grade en diplomas is tydens die gradeplegtigheid
van 27 Maart 2025 toegeken:

gegradueer het en wens hulle alle sukses toe.

Die Fakulteit is baie trots op al die studente wat ‘ l
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Doctoral

JULIE 2025

Qualifications

HUYSAMEN, Elsabé
(Mercantile Law)

The future of a prohibition on indirect unfair
discrimination as part of South African anti-
discrimination employment law: A comparative
reflection

Equality in employment is promoted through a
combination of a prohibition on direct and indirect unfair
discrimination, and the implementation of affirmative
action. Among these mechanisms, the prohibition on
indirect discrimination holds significant potential as a
transformative tool, departing from the premise that
equal treatment may have unequal outcomes. This
study analyses this transformative potential, as well as
the reasons why indirect discrimination has enjoyed
scant attention in South African workplaces, especially
compared with the United States, United Kingdom and
Canada. The research affirms the need for a continued
role for the concept and makes proposals for its
efficient dissemination.

Supervisor: Prof CJ Garbers

JANSEN, Gretchen Sulene
(Mercantile Law)

A critical examination of performers' rights to
remuneration as an effective protective mechanism
for commercial musicians in South Africa

The plight of South African commercial musicians
has been observed for decades, with the relationship
between musicians and record companies playing a
centralrole. In this regard, the role of performers' rights
under the Performers' Protection Act 11 of 1967 is often
overlooked. This study examines how performers'
rights to remuneration can help improve musicians'
financial outcomes. It calls for stronger protection of
performers’ rights, along with more robust regulation
of collective management organisations entrusted to
administer such rights, to ensure fair and equitable
remuneration for musicians from the commercial
exploitation of their music.

Supervisor: Prof S Karjiker

JEEWA, Tanveer Rashid
(Public Law)

Using the master's tool to secure the occupiers’
house: Expropriation as appropriate and effective
relief in cases of mass unlawful occupation

South Africa's housing crisis has led to mass unlawful
land occupations, reinforcing apartheid-era spatial
inequalities. This study canvasses a definition for
mass unlawful occupation, expands on a critical
transformative property theory, and proposes an
innovative remedial framework. Existing legalremedies
fail to balance landowners' rights with occupiers'
protection from eviction. The research advocates
for statutory expropriation as a viable solution. By
amending section 9(3) of the National Housing Act, the
state can acquire occupied land, ensure secure tenure
for occupiers, and address landowners' concerns -
offering a principled, practical response to this urgent
issue.

Supervisor: Prof ZT Boggenpoel

LETLONKANE, Katlego Princess
(Mercantile Law)

Social Justice at the Commission for Conciliation,
Mediation and Arbitration (CCMA) and the Critical
Role of the Commissioner

This study provides exploratory insight into the social
justice mandate of the Commission for Conciliation,
Mediation and Arbitration (CCMA) and its most critical
functionary, the Commissioner. The main objective
is to transform the pursuit of social justice from an
elusive endeavour to a more tangible, realistic one. The
research offers a way of thinking about and applying
social justice by engaging the interwoven power
asymmetries and bias in labour relations, presenting
a transformative lens that integrates ubuntu. The
study advocates for the empowerment of CCMA
Commissioners to take up their role as social justice
agents and disrupt workplace inequality.

Supervisor: Prof T Madonsela
Co-supervisor: Prof T Broodryk
Continues on next page.
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UYS, Hugo
(Public Law)

Framed and caged: Theorising the vulnerability of
animal bodies before the law

Despite laudable aims, animal advocacy efforts remain
ineffective at realising a widespread transformation
of human-animal relations. One significant challenge
is the law's failure to confront its own complicity in
enabling and maintaining the ongoing subjugation of
animals. In the pursuit of animal liberation, this study
offers a sympathetic critique of animal law. To this end,
it reads critical legal theory together with the emerging
posthumanities to think through the entanglement
of bodiment, animality and law. Ultimately, the study
offers a post-disciplinary articulation of a renewed
juridical imaginary with which to pursue the future
emancipatory and post-anthropocentric development
of animal law.

Supervisor: Prof H Botha

Co-supervisor: Prof L du Toit
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VAN SCHALKWYK, Christiaan
(Public Law)

Integrating  environmental considerations in
socioeconomic rights adjudication: The role of
ecologically sustainable development

The intersecting threats that the ecological crisis
poses to human rights require a recognition of the
interdependence between socioeconomic and
environmental rights. Of particular importance is the
responsiveness of socioeconomic rights adjudicationto
the convergence of socioeconomic and environmental
disadvantage. This study explores how the concept
of sustainable development in section 24(b)iii) of the
Constitution should serve as a bridge to operationalise
the interdependence between socioeconomic and
environmental rights. It makes recommendations on
how environmental considerations could be integrated
in all stages of socioeconomic rights adjudication,
including interpreting the normative content of rights
and broadening the reasonableness standard of
review.

Supervisor: Prof S Liebenberg

First-year Prestige Bursary

In 2024, the SU Law Trust approved the awarding of two prestige bursaries to incoming
first-year students, initially set at R200 000 per student per annum for the duration of

their law studies, to further reinforce our excellent and diverse student body. The Faculty

is pleased to announce the first recipients of this bursary. Congratulations to Miss Mills and
Miss Bassios.
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2024 Top Academic Achiever
Prize Announcement

2024 Top Akademiese
Presteerder-Prys
Aankondiging

The alumni of the Faculty annually fund various
bursaries for financially needy and academically
deserving students. However, until 2020, exceptional
academic achievement has never been recognised
specifically. In 2020, the Law Faculty Trust first
introduced a prize (amounting to R200 00O, which
approximately covers the tuition cost of a legal
qualification) awarded to an academic top achiever.”

Following the 2024 academic year, we can now
announce the fifth recipient of this award: Chris
Malherbe, a BAccLLB (cum laude) graduate. He works
as an Associate at Bain & Company in Johannesburg
and serves as an International Editor of the Cambridge
Law Review. Congratulations, Chris!

" [All LLB programmes, i.e. LLB (four years), LLB (three
years), LLB (two years) and BAcclLLB, qualify. Students
are considered for the prize when all the requirements
for graduation are met, and all compulsory law
subjects (weighted average), as set out in the last two
years of the LLB (four years) programme, are taken into
account (with the exception of Law of Civil Procedure
as it falls in the final year of the BCom and BA (Law)
programmes). Furthermore, the programme must be
completed in the minimum period.]

Die alumni van die Fakulteit befonds jaarliks verskeie
beurse vir finansieel behoeftige en akademies
waardige studente. Alhoewel, tot 2020 is uitsonderlike
akademiese prestasie nooit spesifiek erken nie. In 2020
het die Regsfakulteitstrust vir die eerste keer ‘n prys (ten
bedrae van R200 000, wat ongeveer die onderrigkoste
van ‘'n regskwalifikasie dek) bekendgestel wat aan 'n
akademiese toppresteerder gegee word.”

Na die 2023 akademiese jaar kan ons nou die vyfde
ontvanger van hierdie toekenning aankondig: Chris
Malherbe, 'n BReRLLB (cum laude) graduand. Hy werk
as 'n vennoot by Bain & Company in Johannesburg en
dien as 'n internasionale redakteur van die Cambridge
Law Review. Baie geluk, Chris!

" [Alle LLB-programme, dit wil sé LLB (vier jaar), LLB
(drie jaar), LLB (twee jaar) en BReRLLB, kwalifiseer.
Studente word vir die prys oorweeg wanneer hulle aan
al die vereistes vir graduering voldoen en alle verpligte
regsvakke (met geweegde gemiddelde), soos uiteengesit

Continues on next page.
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in die laaste twee jaar van die LLB (vier jaar)-program,
word in ag geneem (met die uitsondering van Siviele
Prosesreg omdat dit in die finale jaar van die BCom
en BA (Regte)-programme plaasvind). Verder moet die
program in die minimum tydperk voltooi word ]

We sent Chris some questions, compiled by current
law students, to hear more about his experience at the
Faculty:

1. As jy 'n alternatiewe studierigting en loopbaan moes
Ries, wat sou dit wees?

Ekonomie. My ideale werk is om 'n skrywer vir die
Economist te wees.

2. When you think of the Stellenbosch Law Faculty,
what image or idea comes most strongly to mind?

| picture a blend of classic character and progressivism.
Stellenbosch has always felt like home to me, but the
Faculty introduced me to so many new ideas.

3. Waar is jou gunsteling plek om te studeer?

By die huis. ER het op 'n wynplaas in Stellenbosch
grootgeword. ER het 'n plekkie op die boonste verdieping
van ‘'n toring in ‘n wynRelder gehad met panoramiese
uitsigte oor die wingerde. Ek het gereeld daar gestudeer,
veral tydens Covid - die natuurskoon was ongelooflik.

4. Why did you choose to study law, and why at the
Stellenbosch Law Faculty?

| chose law because it's about so much more than just
the letter of the law. It taught me how to think more
clearly, how to make cohesive arguments, and how
to be comfortable with ambiguity. Ultimately, I'm not
using the law directly in my life, but indirectly, it makes
all the difference.

5. Wat is 'n Rosbare herinnering van jou studentejare?
Die avonture in die berge saam met my vriende.

6. What was your most enjoyable module and why?
Interpretation of Enacted Law. This surprised me, since
initially 1 was quite sceptical about the module. | felt
like | gained many fundamental, systematic ways of
thinking about issues. Despite not working in law, it still
influences my thinking to this day.

7. Wie was jou gunsteling dosent, en hoekom?

Dis moeilik om net een te Ries. Professore Sandra
Liebenberg, Richard Stevens en Christoph Garbers was
werRlik ongelooflik - nie net ten opsigte van hul kennis
nie, maar ook as gevolg van hul belangstelling in my
ontwikkeling.

8. What advice would you give a fellow law student
who is struggling to manage the workload? And what
is your approach to large volumes of work?

FAKULTEIT REGSGELEERDHEID -

Focus on the core ideas and principles and condense
the content without losing its essence. My memory
is fairly average, so pure memorisation was rarely
my approach. Law school isnt about memorising
everything. It's more about finding the truly important
substance and knowing how to apply it properly. Also,
going into gloomy spirals of despair about the workload
won't make it go away - it's best to be as pragmatic and
optimistic as possible.

9. Luister jy na musiek wanneer jy studeer? Indien wel,
wie is jou gunsteling kunstenaar/groep of gunsteling
genre?

Ek luister altyd na musiek wanneer ek analitiese werk
doen of opsommings maak. Ludwig Géransson is al jare
lank bo-aan my lys op Spotify. Anders luister ek obskure
Duitse rap.

10. Do you believe it is important to have a studying/
social life balance?

Absolutely. | worked extremely hard throughout
university (sometimes notoriously so), but | always
made time to spend time with my friends and family.
| also had a few personal non-negotiables: never
work past 8 PM, exercise at least three or four times
a week, eat healthily, and the like. These will naturally
differ from person to person, but | felt like having clear
boundaries made the mental aspect of things much
more manageable.

11. Wat is jou belangstellings buite die reg en is dit
belangrik om sulke belangstellings te hé?
Openbare beleid, skaak, UFC, en reis (veral na minder
gewilde lande). Baie min mense hou genoeg van
hul studies of loopbaan dat dit hul enigste bron van
stimulasie is, en ek is geen uitsondering nie.

12. What are your plans for the future?

I'm currently working for Bain & Company and will
transfer to either their Copenhagen or Sydney offices
in the next few months. | try not to plan too far ahead,
but | wouldn't be surprised if | pursue an LLM in the
US (Harvard has always been a dream) and eventually
return to South Africa to work in public policy. A
certainty, though, is that all roads lead back home.

13. Wat is die waardevolste vaardigheid/eienskap/
kennis wat jy uit jou regstudies opgedoen het?

Die belangrikste was om 'n sterk werksetiek te ontwikkel.
BReRLLB se werklas is baie inspannend, dus dink ek
werRlik dat dit een van die belangrikste eienskappe is
wat 'n persoon kan ontwikkel

14. What advice do you wish you had been given as a
first-year student?
Not to let one bad result ruin your day. My very first
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law test - Criminal Law - went quite badly, and | was
immediately questioned whether law was for me. It
turned out that the mental turmoil after that test, and
many others, was unnecessary. Don't let slips change
your perception too much.

15. Waar is die beste koffieplek op kampus?
Hazz was die beste, en ek is steeds hartseer dat hulle
toegemaak het.

16. What is your favourite Social Media App touse as a
break from studying?

| avoid most forms of social media, since | think these
typically take far more than they give. But if | had to

JULIE 2025

pick one, it's probably Strava.

17. Wat is erger, klas om 08:00 of 16:00?

Klas om 16:00 is beslis erger. Om die tamheid in die
middag te oorkom, het ek gewoonlik in hierdie gleuf
gaan draf wanneer ek nie klas gehad het nie.

18. Do you have a particular method for studying and
note-taking?

| made “executive summaries” of everything - cryptic,
concise, and hyper-personalised notes. It allowed me
to work through the content far quicker, leaving more
time for deeper thinking about more complex parts of
the work.

Moot Court

61
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Student Court

In March, the Student Court hosted its annual Con-
stitutional Compliance Workshop. This event aimed
to equip student leaders with knowledge about their

constitutions, elections, and student governance.
Various student leaders across residence, faculty,

and society structures attended. This workshop fea-
tured presentations from Professor Nicola Smit, Ms
Lerato Melato, Mr Jonathan-Dale Blanckenberg, Chief
Justice Risuna Risimati, and Justice Carolyn Laker.

Juridical Society
Juridiese Vereeniging (JV/S)

Adams and Adams Luncheon

On 13 February, Adams & Adams visited the Faculty
to engage with the first-year law students, offering an
inside lookinto life at the firm, theirapplication process,
and what it takes to become a candidate attorney. The
seminar provided students with invaluable insights
from seasoned professionals, helping them better

understand what law firms expect from aspiring
candidate attorneys. The session was interactive, with
Adams & Adams generously answering a range of
thoughtful questions, leaving students with a clearer
vision for their legal careers.
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The JV/STransformation Officer, Miss Joy Hlatshwayo,
had the privilege of collaborating with Khayalethu,
a newly established residence, to tackle food
insecurity in Stellenbosch. Their Social Impact Officer
and Miss Hlatshwayo worked together to donate
surplus food from their orientation programme.
They delivered over 100 food packs (including fruit,
wraps, and bread) to the Stellenbosch Night Shelter,
supporting those in need.

One can buy a Night Shelter Ticket at the following
places: Paul Roos Spar; Pick ‘n Pay Express; Neelsie
Spar; PostNet (Plein Street); Die Blom Huis (Eikestad
Mall). (The cost is R10 per ticket)

Public Protector visit

On 20 February 2025, the Centre for Social Justice (CSJ),
collaborating with the JV/S, hosted the Public Protector
of South Africa’s team. This event furthered the CSJ's

Everyday Law & Justice initiative.

The Public Protector's Office, a vital Chapter 9 institution,
investigates maladministration and ensures account-
ability. During their campus visit, they engaged with
students directly at their interactive stall. They offered

advice on legaland administrative challenges, including
strike-related concerns, and detailed the support avail-
able for unfair treatment by public institutions. Students
also learned about internship opportunities within the
office, encouraging practical experience in upholding
justice and governance. This engagement underscores
the Public Protector's commitment to transparency and
accessibility for future legal minds.

Law week

Law Week at the Faculty was a vibrant success, featuring
a diverse array of events from legal insights to lively
celebrations and community outreach.

On Monday, 3 March, Law Week kicked off with Moot Monday;,
a dynamic event hosted by the Stellenbosch University Moot
Society and the JV/S. A panel discussion featuring legal
experts, including Professor du Plessis and Advocate Jade
Aspeling, offered invaluable insights into courtroom etiquette
and legal drafting. The session, supported by Adams & Adams

Attorneys, culminated in an exceptional mock moot, providing

students with a practical understanding of proceedings and

boosting their confidence.
Continues on next page.
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The annual Toga Party, which is a highlight of the
social calendar, took place on Tuesday, 4 March 2025,
Renowned artists like TIMO ODV, Aidin Caye, and Mr
Morris, electrified the evening, as attendees in all-white
attire and togas mingled, enjoying the sunset, food,
and drinks. Sponsored by Unilever, who generously
provided a variety of toiletry products for attendees, the
event was a joyful celebration of community, with the
dance floor alive with energy.

On Wednesday, 5 March, the Transformation Officer,
with the support of the JV/S, visited Kayamandi Primary
School. They delivered much-needed stationery and
school shoes, addressing the challenges faced by
learners due to limited financial resources and other
factors impacting school attendance. This initiative
aimed to foster ongoing partnerships to support the
children's educational journey.

FAKULTEIT REGSGELEERDHEID -

Toga Party

The JV/S hosted its highly anticipated annual
Stellenbosch Law Quiz evening at the Courtyard Cafée
on Thursday, 6 March 2025. This challenging eight-
section quiz tested participants on general knowledge,
pop culture, history, and law. With exciting prizes and
collaborations from Old School and Unilever, it was a
lively evening of friendly competition, allowing students
to showcase their knowledge.

Law Week concluded on Friday, 7 March 2025, with
an elegant Postgraduate Cocktail evening, hosted by
the JV/S. LLB, LLM, and LLD candidates, alongside
Faculty staff, gathered in their finest cocktail attire. In
collaboration with Aperol Spritz and Fitch & Leedes, the
evening offered a sophisticated setting for mingling,
dancing, and enjoying delicious food and drinks,
providing a perfect end to a memorable week.

Postgraduate cocktail evening
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Career Fair

On 13 March, the Law Faculty hosted a memorable
Career Fair that brought together ambition, opportunity,
and diverse perspectives. With the participation of over
25 esteemed law firms, the event offered the students
invaluable insights into various career trajectories within
the legal profession. Representatives from these firms
engaged one-on-one with the budding legal minds,
sharing expertise and guidance to help them shape

their professional journeys. Adding a unique dimension

The role of the
Public Protector’s
Office

On 19 March, the Transformation Officer participated
in a radio interview with MatiesFM (MFM 92.6) to
discuss the role of the Public Protector's Office in
assisting NSFAS students within the Faculty of
Law. The JV/S remains committed to ensuring that
all lodged complaints are processed efficiently
and that students receive timely and adequate
responses.

to this year's fair, several NGOs also joined the event.
Their presence highlighted the impact of alternative
career paths in law, allowing for differing avenues for
students to contribute meaningfully to society through
advocacy, policy work, and public service. The Career
Fair is not just an event - it is a vibrant celebration of
Students

left feeling motivated and better equipped to make

potential, collaboration, and innovation.

informed decisions about their futures.

Beyond
he
Books

The Beyondthe Books series kicked off with an engaging
session on Class Action Lawsuits on 27 February 2025,
which offered students a deeperlookinto how collective
legal action operates within the South African legal
system. The discussion was led by an attorney from the
Law Clinic, Mr Odwa Nweba, who shared real-world
experiences and landmark cases that highlighted the
power and impact of class actions in achieving justice
for marginalised communities. Key topics included
the procedural challenges of launching a class action,
the importance of access to justice, and how these
lawsuits can drive social

change. Attendees left with

a clearer understanding

of how class actions

the
theoretical framework,

work  beyond
and how they serve as
crucial tools for public
interest litigation.
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Visit by senior law students
from Utrecht University

On 17 April 2025, senior law students from Utrecht presented by Professor Juanita Pienaar, Dr Bradley
University visited the Faculty as a part of a Global Legal Greenhalgh showed the students around the Faculty,
Experience trip to South Africa. After a lecture on the CL Marais, and Law Clinic.

history and context of the South African legal system,

The students from Utrecht University in the (postgraduate) Carnegie Research Commons in the SU

Library, following a tour of the various facilities on offer by one of the law librarians, Ms Sanda Nyoka.
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US RegsRliniek
SU Law Clinic

ProBono.org
Awards Ceremony

On 20 February 2025, the Law Clinic had the privilege
of attending the ProBono.org Awards Ceremony
at Norton Rose Fulbright, where Candidate Legal
Practitioner, Brandon Taylor, won the Outstanding
Student Contribution Award, recognising his dedication
to access to justice and his impactful work at the SU
Law Clinic during his time as student consultant during
his final year of studies in 2024. Through his hard
work, compassion, and dedication to justice, Brandon
has made a meaningful impact on both clients and
colleagues alike.

The evening was a celebration of legal professionals
and students who go above and beyond to serve their
communities. The keynote speaker was Advocate Jason
Brickhill, who spoke powerfully about the role of lawyers
in advancing justice and human rights. His words were

a reminder of the importance of this work - namely,
why access to justice matters and why pro bono efforts
remain a cornerstone of a fair and democratic society.

The Law Clinic is immensely proud of Brandon and
looks forward to seeing his continued success in the
legal field.

Above: Brandon Taylor and Emily Anderson pictured with Reynote speaker, Adv Jason Brickhill, and National

Director of ProBono.org, Adv. Mohamed Shafie Ameermia. Below: All award winners
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Successful Relocation of
Nooitgedacht Farm Occupiers

In June 2024, the Clinic was approached by
representatives of 15 households living on
Nooitgedacht Farm, in Stellenbosch, to assist with
negotiations regarding their potential relocation from
the farm. The farm owner offered to purchase each
household a property in a housing development in
Klapmuts.

After months of dedicated engagement with the
occupiers and the farm owner's attorneys, 13
households signed relocation settlement agreements

in September 2024, with the final two households
following in January and February 2025.

The Law Clinic is pleased to share that, on 18 and 19
February, all their clients successfully moved into their
new homes in Klapmuts. Their properties are now in the
process of being registered in their names, ensuring
security of tenure for generations to come. As part of its
ongoing support, the Clinic will also assist these new
homeowners with drafting their wills.

Welcome to New Team Members

The Law Clinic is excited to announce that Amber
Mignon Jamo Matheus, Brandon Taylor, and Chloe
Neelse have joined the team at Stellenbosch University
Law Clinic as candidate legal practitioners with effect
from 1 February 2025. The Law Clinic looks forward to
their contributions as they embark on this crucial phase
of their legal careers.

Additionally, the Law Clinic is pleased to welcome
Demi Johannisen as the new Attorney heading up the
Family Law Department. Demi obtained her LLB degree

from the University of the Western Cape in 2016 and
completed her articles at the UWC Law Clinic in 2019,
She was admitted as an Attorney of the High Court in
September 2019.

With her extensive experience in family law matters,
Demi assists clients with divorce proceedings,
maintenance applications, children's court matters,
and wills. She also plays a vital role in mentoring and
supervising final-year law students and candidate
legal practitioners within her department.
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In the first term of 2025, the Law Clinic visited nine
primary schools in and around Stellenbosch as part
of its ongoing Children's Rights Project. Through this
initiative, the trained Candidate Legal Practitioners
(CLPs) presented engaging, age-appropriate sessions
to learners aged six to nine, educating them about
their rights and responsibilities in a fun and interactive
way.

Over the course of the term, the project reached a
total of 817 Grade 1 to 3 learners. The impact of the
sessions was clearly reflected in the data:

+ There was an estimated 47% increase in the number
of learners who could identify what a “right” is.

+ There was a 47% improvement in understanding
what a “responsibility” is.

+ Most notably, there was a 62% increase in learners
who knew whom to approach when feeling scared
or unsafe.

The CLPs strive to deliver informative and empowering
sessions while keeping young learners focused and
involved and the feedback from schools has been

Continues on next page.
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overwhelmingly positive. Educators consistently
highlight how well the sessions align with their
curriculum and how much the learners enjoy the CLPs'
engaging, relatable approach. Teachers noted that
learners were enthusiastic participants and expressed
a keen interest in having the Law Clinic return in the
future.

The Clinic is proud of the work being done through the
Children’s Rights Project and look forward to reaching
even more young voices in the terms ahead.

Schools interested in hosting a Children's Rights
session can contact the Law Clinic at: eanderson@sun.
ac.za.

N/ 77NN 3

Alumni

Klas van 1964 reunie

Lede van die klas van 1964 het op 25 Maart die Ou  fotograaf, Neels Beyers, voordat hulle middagete
Hoofgebou besoek. Die groep hetontmoetvirkoffie saam met Professor Nicola Smit by die Postcard
en tee in die Fakulteit se teekamer, die binneplein  Café in Jonkershoek geniet het.

en die stoepe weer verken en reggestaan vir die

Agter van links na regs: Andreas van WyR (Stellenbosch), Charlie Abelsohn (Tel Aviv), Chris du Plessis (Pretoria),
Neels Beyers (Strand). Voor van links na regs: Eddie Mostert (Malmesbury), Appie Louw (eRs-Luderitz)
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Memorial
Herdenking

John Newdigate (LLB 1981)

Op 31 Januarie 2025 het John Newdigate SC die stryd
teen kanker verloor. Die Kaapse Balie het 'n geliefde
en gewaardeerde lid verloor. Hy word onthou vir sy
skerp intellek, wye regskennis, deeglike hantering
van sy regspraktyk, hoflike en vriendelike optrede
teenoor kollegas en diegene met wie hy konsulteer
het, besonder bekwame kruisondervraging en sy
belangstelling in die wel en weé van diegene rondom
hom.

Hy hetin Desember 1985 by die Kaapse Balie aangesluit
en is in November 2000 as senior advokaat aangestel.

Hierdie huldeblyk is saamgestel uit kommentare
deur die senior lid van die stel kamers waaruit hy in
Keeromstraat gepraktiseer het, 'n senior prokureur wat
hom dikwels opdrag gegee het, die sekretariaat van die
Kaapse Balie, gesprekke met persone wat hom geken
het en die herinneringe van 'n lang en ingewikkelde
saak waarin hy die skrywer hiervan oor 'n periode van
meer as twee jaar gelei het.

Die Regsfakulteit van die Universiteit Stellenbosch
vereer 'n gedenkwaardige alumnus.

Professor Charl Hugo

Aviwe Liwani LLB 2024

The Faculty is profoundly saddened by the passing of
Mr Aviwe Liwani, a dedicated student and alumnus of
our institution. Mr Liwani was renowned for his humble
demeanour and unwavering respect for others.

Mr Liwani completed his LLB in December 2024 and
was scheduled to graduate in March 2025. Regrettably,

his mother had to accept his degree on his behalf at
the March graduation ceremony. With heavy hearts,
the Faculty mourns the loss of his promising future. As
Cicero observed, “The life given us, by nature is short;
but the memory of a well-spent life is eternal”
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Contact us
WWwWw.sun.ac.za/law
Telephone: 00-27-21 808 4853

Visit us
Ou Hoofgebou/0Old Main Building
Cnr of Victoria & Ryneveld Street
Stellenbosch



