
The end of apartheid was achieved owing to the sacrifices of countless anti-apartheid activists 

and ordinary civilians. Shortly after the end of apartheid, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

(TRC) was established to seek out the truth of the apartheid-era human rights violations – many 

of which had been hidden and buried for years. The Promotion of National Unity and 

Reconciliation Act allowed amnesty applications from perpetrators of gross human rights 

violation on condition that they disclose fully all relevant facts and truth of their politically 

motivated crimes. Perpetrators who were refused amnesty, or who did not apply for 

amnesty, were meant to be subjected to the criminal justice system.  In 2003, the 

Amnesty Committee referred approximately 300 cases to South Africa's National 

Prosecuting Authority (NPA) for investigation and prosecution (“Post-TRC 

cases”). However, 30 years post-apartheid most of these cases have not been 

prosecuted by the NPA. 

 In January 2025, Webber Wentzel's Pro Bono Department, 

representing 25 (twenty-five) survivors and families of victims of 

apartheid-era gross human rights violations, instituted legal 

proceedings against the South African government, the 

President, the NPA, the Police and the Justice 

Ministry over the failure to adequately 

investigate and prosecute apartheid 

crimes.
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To learn more about this historic litigation join us for 
a panel discussion featuring: 

Jos Venter & Lize-Mari Doubell (members of the Pro Bono Department at 

Webber Wentzel and part of the team driving this case since its inception.)

Chaired by: Professor Delano Cole van der Linde

 (Public Law Department, Stellenbosch University)

by 13 March 2026
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