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of my dad’s stories of his Matie
daysand use every shooting
star to wish that 1 could study a
Stellenbosch University (8U) one
duy.
This vear, that dream: came true;
1 found a much more textured and
dynamic Eikestad than the one | had
imagined.
As 1 prew older, these studemnt
stories of days gone by had been
corroded in my mind by legends of
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the shameful and painful side of the
campus. I found these to be very real,
too, when I arrived.

But I understand that these must
be tiaken logether. and as Prof, Wim
De Villiers has so famously said,
“commemorate, and not celebrate,
the last [00 years” See different sides,
and understand how they shift and
shape our lives:

This edition of the anmzal
newspaper Lip, produced by the
Honours class of the Department of
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Jourpalism at SU, aims 1o give insight
into these complexities,

It started as a newspaper in 2005
which “gave lip” 1o Woordfees shows.

In keeping with this spirit, the
2018 edition discusses some answers
to questions which are not the
mundane or obvious ones. It takes
you beyond the facts and figures to
show the humin faces of campus
issues, such as residence life, campus
security, religion, demographics and
student politics:
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Some histories are longer thian
others, and some will make you cry
before you can smile. All the while,
we commemorite what has been

Use these stories 1o wish for a

different future for this campus, as ]
did as a teenager. Wish that everyone
will have equal access, equal freedom
and equal fulfilment. And once you
lemow the context, you can make it a
reality.
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Michael John Davidson

CC hen | came to
Stellenbesch
there were
about 1800 students in total.
1 was a Stellenbasch student
from 1947 to 1951 Ferdinand
Heymann {89) pauses to take
a 5ip of his white wine. The ice
cobes crack in the glass as it
maves in the 8%-year-olds hand.
“My faculty, the Engineering
Faculty, was only three years old”
His wife, lean Heymann (87},
sitting at the opposite end of the
garden table, nods in agreement.
“They had just started it)" she says.
Gathered around the veranda are
five people, cach of them a past
or present student of Stellenbosch
University {5U). Ferdinamd and Jean
Heyminn sit at one end of the table
At the other end sits Tessa Malan
(58], lean Heymann's daughter.
Tessa Malan’s hushand Daniel
“Boone” Malan (62}, is standing
in the middie of the doorway. His
attention switches from the rughy
match on the television inside; to
the conversation ovtside. The fifth
person at the table is Vicki Viveiros
(2L}, a current third-year 5U
student. Her heud turns
back and forth between
cach person us they “
speik, engrossed in their

13 (00
students’” says Tessa
Malan. *T graduated with
a BCom.” she begins to

up201s I

Three generations of students

Changes on campus through the eyes of Alumni

Danigl and Tessa Malan
recreate an old photograph ot
the Nesglsle from 1871,

Tessa
Malan continues,
“Victoria Street looked
pretty much the same as

g

have ajacket vou were chased out
of class”
“And when 1 was here,
you could buy jeans that
weren't torn,” says Daniel
Malan, chuckling at his
ot joke.

“Cihs another thing that
is different is that there was
no security and nothing
was ever locked, yoo could
walk into any building at any
time,” Tessa Malun says. “There
was no access control at all?
agrees Daniel Malan. Ferdinand
Heymann nods, “Despite that,
in my five vears here as 4 student,
I car't remember a single crime.
Except for when somebody
stole my bicycle” he smiles. “We
never locked our bikes, and
there were S0 many on campus
that if ssmebody needed to gel
somewherein 4 hurry they tended
to just grab the closest one?
“There weren't really any bars
or clubs in town either. The only
place you could get a drink was
Tallies. And if you did go to
Tollies, vou obviously hed money,
drinking was expensive. If you
wanted to go on a date with your
girl or something, vou usually
went out for coffee” siays
Ferdinand Heymann

“What was very
popular, was to go on @

descriptions of how the We used sy, before Daniel Malan it does now, T think the | think the  urch date. You would
university has changed cuts In. “You graduated biggest difference is the i go to the church near
The Malans live on to ptﬂ}" cum lande)” he suys, She nfrgnher of cars, There h’ggESt Wilgenhof 1t's called
Tessu Malan's { née Canasta sighs slightly and quickly weren't any”" Ferdinand Chal‘lge Kruiskerk now bu
Bezuidenhout) family until three responds with “ i, but Heymann chimes in for me back then it was the
property in Paradyskloof, that’s not inportant” Hee from across the table ; s Studentekerle You always
where they have raised o'clock tone sounds irritated, but “Nocars, it was atown of 1S NOW YOU  saw the students going
three children. Danlel . she glves her husband bicycles” to the church on Sunday
Malan works asa in the an umused look. “Of “In my day, every students evenings with their
sofiware test engineer maorni ng course it’s important,” hie bicycle had a number drEES dates.” adds Tessa Malan

and Tessa Malan was
transport economist who
became:a full-time mother after her
third child was born. Ferdinand
Heymann studied Engineering at
SU and he was a lecturer in the
SU Engineering Faculty later on.
Jean Heymann (née De Villiers
née Rossouw ) completed her
Undergraduate B5c Physiology and
Chemistry, honours in Mathematics
and Mathemitical Statistics and
masters in Town and Regional
Planning and has lived most of her
life in Stellenbosch. The Heymanns
live in the La Clémence retirement
village outside of Jamestown. Unlike
the others, Vicki Viveiros has lived
mast of her life in Cape Town.
*“When [ started [at Stellenbosch]
in 1977, 1 think there were aver

savs, prinning at her. She
smiles in return.

Daniel and Tessa Malan met af
SU in 1979 when he was in his first
veur imd she was in her third. “He
went to the Navy first” she explains,
“military service at that time was
still compulsory. On campus you
could always tell which of the men
had been to the army before coming
to university. They were a lot more
mature”

She reaches across the table to
tuke the wine spritzer that he has
just poured for her “When we
were there In the 70% one of the big
ditferences on campus was that the
Carnegie Library was where Admin
A is pow!” Drandef Malan nods, “fir,
that whole underground library
hadn't been built vet,” he says.

First year Stellenbasch Students with their filoat for Junior Dag in 1948.

Ferdinand Heymann (82} holding an
Image of himself in his first year.

Jean Heymann {87) with an image of
herself at age 17.

Ferdinand Heymann taking Vickl
Viveiros through an old photo atbum.

platel” he says “and

there was no traffic

department, all of that was handled
by the police™ A smile forms on

his face, remembering his time as

a student. “There wag an officer we
cafled "Old Five Bob' becanse any
tratfic offence cost you five bob. |
only got three pounds s month sa it
was guite-a hefty fine”

“There was always a fruit seller
on Victoria Street. Except for the
Weedsie or this fruit seller with his
wagon, there was nowhere else Lo get
feod on campuas. He sold fruit there
his whaole life. | think he put his kids
through varsity by selling fruit to
students,” Tessa Malan says. “1 think,
out of everything. the biggest change
for me..” she stops and laughs. “is
how you students dress”

She pavses to take another sip of
her drink. “We weren't allowed 1o
weir shorts or plakkies or T-shirts,
My eldest sister wasn't allowed
Lo wear trousers when she was at
Stellies. By the time 1 got there
that had changed, we could wear
trousers if we wanted to. Although
they had to be formal pants with a
muatching jacket that had to cover
your backside” Jean Heymann nods
in agreement.

“In my time you had to weara
jacket and tie to.class every day)”
adds Ferdinand Heymann “[t didn't
meatter if it was February in the
baking heal. or in June. If you didn't

“we also played a lot of

lennis and cards. We used
to play Canasta until three oclock in
the morning.”

A this, Viveiros laughs and
shikes her head, "Stellenbosch has
such-a big drinking culture now,
it’s changed so much.” Ferdinand
Heymanrn smifes and savs “we used
to.cycle out to the wineries and
boy a gallon bottle of wine, sweel
wine because vou can't keep the
good wineg in a bottle like that. We
gsed to leep the bottle under one
of my friend’s beds and have a cop
or two before dinner. 1 you'd been
caught with that you would have
been expelled. And nowadays the
residences have bars in them”

As thesun sets, three penerationy
of Maties head inside to watch the
closing minutes of the Super Rupgby
miatch.,

Tessa Malan mowves to a nearby
cabinet and begins rammaging
through it. supgesting that they all
look at some old photo albums.

It isn't long before she has a stack
of albums beside her. Moments
luter she pulls oul one particular
imisge and labghs trivmphantly,
“Remember this, Boone?” she says.

Sepia-toned and faded, it shows
Tessa Malan arm- in-arm with
Diniel Malan with a bowl cu,
thin mousiache and dressed in
brown bell-bottom pants and a biue
collared shirt.
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Museum kry eerste toekenning

Jody-Lynn Taylor
C ie lank gelede nie, was
di€ museum ‘n ruimie
wit swart mense nie kon
betree nie, wat niet die werk van wit
konstenaars vertoon en hoofsaakiik
die wit Afrikener-gemeenskap van
die universiteit gedien het”

Dit is die mening vam Lwazi
Pakade (23}, "n Anadejaer Politicke
Wetenskappe-student asn die
Universiteit Stellenbosch (US)

Valgens Bongani Mgijima, die
direkteur vin die US-museu, is dit
‘n ruimte wal bydra tot transformasie
en poog om n meer inklusiewe
omgewing vir toekomstige penerasies
te skep.

In 2014 is Mgilima aangestel
as die eerste swart direkteur van
die tmiversiteitsmuseum. N sy
aanstelling was een van sy doelwitte
om die samelewing te verbeter en
uit te brei. Deur gebruik te mask
van eksterne finansiering word
die moseum in 'n inklusiewe en
veilige ruimte vir dialoog omskep.
Yolgens Mgijiima stem dit ooreen
met die universiteit se institusionele
voornemens n strategied. Dit
behels planne om die universiteit 'n
inklusiewe en toeganklike instansie
te mitth.

Mgifima het 'n BA-graad en
napraadse diploma in Erfenis- en
Museumstudies aun die Universiteit
van Wes-Kaapland verwerf. Sy
loopbaan het in 1998 begin as
kurator van die Iwundle Migrani
Labour Museum wat as die eerste
township-pebasegrde museum in die
Wes-Kaap pestip is.

Die US-Museum het onlangs sy
eerste oekenning ontvang as Beste
Museum wat Sosiale Tntegrasie
Bevorder, tydens die jaardikse
kulturele toekenningseremonie

Thembelihle Bongwana leads the

Bonita Willlams

Stellenbosch Universitys (SU)

new Gender Non-Violence (GnV)
coordinator at the Equality Unit
(EqU), Division of Student Affairs,
Thembelihle Bongwana believes her
“suitability for the post has nothing
to with gender, sexuality or race”

AS 2 YOUnNg womin growing
up in the Eastern Cape exposed
to the diverse experiences of her
community, her passion for justice
evalved into research bused on
gender dynamics in South Africa and
a fulfilling career which allows her to
hielp students facing discrimination
of various forms-every day.

Bongwana (32), who is currently
pursuing a doctoral degree (PhD} in
Gender Studies at the University of
the Western Cape, previously studied
Social Sclence ot the University of
Caape Town (UCT),

A lecturer nt UCT's African
Gender Institute, Professor fane
Bennett, gave her sucha good grade
and amazing feedback for her third
year propasal presentations that it
boosted her confidence in the field
of study. Bennett's comment: “You
have a very powerful voice, continoe
researching,” stayed with Bongwana
during her studies, 1t shaped her
approach to studies in the field as
one of ease and effortless passion.

|
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Oiie Universiteit Siellenbosch museum in Ryneveldstraat wat die toehenning ontvang het. FOTO: Jody-Lynn Taylor

wit dear die Departement van
Kultuursake azngebied word,

“Die tockenning bevestig die
werk wat ons gedoen het in daardic
opsig. nmdat ons regtig fokus op
die museum as 'n inkiustewe en
veilige ruimbe wasr verskillende
penerasies ontmoet en gesprebbe
voer” Mgijima se dat hulle probeer
oM mense anders oor museums te
laat dink. Lede van die publiek kan
vandag eerder deelnemers wees as
toeskouers

“0Om ‘n toekennming te kry beteken
dat ons op die regte pad is. maar dit
skep ook die verwagting om meer 1e
doen.”

Om inklusiwiteit en sosiale impak
te bevarder word kunsteniars
so0s Lunga Kama (36} en Zemba
Luzambia {45). van voorheen
benadeelde gemeenskappe, genader

The EqU coordinates, educates,
and raises awareness around
sexuality, gender, HIV/Aids, and
anti-discrimimation in purtnership
with relevant campus structures.

faca Greef, head of the EqU.
says that Thembelihle was chosen
for the position because she has
a background in gender-refated
muatters and has a clear vision of what
the opportunities and challenges for
this kind of position are. “She brings
a strong combination of professional
and academic backgrounds. We ure
excited o have her in our team o
work towards a pender violence-free
cammpus.”

Bongwana is well aware of the
responsibility that comes with her
post and is already hard at work

“The portfolio [GnV] came out
of the #EndRapeCulture Report
of 201 6-17. and is fairly new and
still building relationships between
various parties, while finalising a
realistic framework. But rest assured.
we are already making inroads
campus-wide,"

Unsurprisingly, Bongwinds
supervisor, Professor Desiree Lewis,
says: I have always found her to bea
dynamic and courageous individual
whao tends to take leadership
positions spontaneously. She is
unafraid to speak her mind”

Her passion for women’s issues is

om hul werk by die museum uit te
stal,

Kama is 'n jong swart kunstenzar
vin Kayamandi wat sy kamera
gebruik as n instrument om sy
omgewing te monitor en sy kulturele
identiteit deur 'n lens vas e vang.

Sy witstalling getiteld "Ibhongo
Lam” bestuan uit swart-en-wit-
selfportrette van die kunstenaar wat
kvl na sy kinderjare en die vorming
van sy manlikheid

Volgens Kama wil hy deur sy werk
mense ganmoedig om holself en hul
herkoms, lief te he.

Luzamba, 'n swarl Suid- Afrikaanse
kunstenaar van Kongolese afkoms,
vang die verskeie ervarings van
Afrika-migrante vas deur olieverf
skilderye. Luzamba se werl word
geinspireer deur foto’s wat hy
geneem en sketse wat hy oor die jare

Gender Non-Violence coordinatar,
Thembi Bongwana.
PHOTO: Bonita Williams

deeply intertwined with an interest
in land rights. She even interned
for the Transkel Land Services
Organisation in the Eastern Cape
“Given my background into the
study of women and gender, it is
hard to not tackle this question
of women and land ownership
without getting a little if not severely
depressed,” she says.

“Lam very aware of the struggles
that women face, espectally
in traditionally and culturally
preserving spaces like the former
Transkei in the Eastern Cape,
where women's rights to property
ownership and customary rights
were never enshrined 1o work for

pemaak het, maar verwys dikwels
nie na werklike mense nic. Hy
herskep tonele van oorval koshuise,
entspanningsaktivwiteite van die
swart middelklas. die swaarkry van
migrante en proficle van uitgeputte
werkers en studente

As deel van die Toegang tot
Visuele Kunste Program word
skole ook genool om die museum
te besock. Dié program, wat deur
Mgijima begin is. het verlede jaar
{013 leerders toegelaal om die
museum te besoek. Die program,
wat moontlik gemaak is deur
finansiering van die Het Jan Marais
Fonds en die Nasionale Kunsteraad
van Suid-Afrika, is gerig op die jeug

Die museum verskaf finansiering
vir kinders van benadeelde skole
om die museum en die Botaniese
Tuine te kan besock. Dic program

eindig met 'n kampustoer waar

jong leerders vir die eerste keer azn
die kampuslewe blootgestel word.
Volgens die opvoedkundige en
openbare programbeampte aun die
US-museum, Ricarda Brecht, word
skole binne 'n radivs van ongeveer
120km van die US gekies oy aan die
program deel te neem. Die museum
begin met skole in Stellenbosch en
omligpende gebiede soos Kayamandi
en Kylemore en brei dan verder il
na skole in Khayelitsha en Belhar.

“Buie van die leerders toon
belingstelling in visnele kunste en
om ain die US te studeer. Daarom
werf ons die leerders gelvktydig
vir die universiteit, meen Brecht
A5 deel van die universiteit se
eeufeesviering word baie van die
programme rendom hierdie tema
gesentreer. "Die idee Is om die
gemeenskap en studente te lok om
dic museumruimte te betree,” sé
Arecht

Dit sluit ender andere die
Woensdaghkunswandelinge in wat ap
spesifieke dae pedorende etensuur
vanaf 13:00 tol 14:00 gehou word.
Die kunswerke wit die universiteil
die afgelope honderd jaur versamel
hiet. word witgestal en is volgens
Brecht baie gewild. Eewfees-Vrydae
word ook sedert Februarie aangebied
en n nuwe uitstalling, *Universiteit
Stellenbosch-verlede hede tockoms”
skop aan die begin van Mei af. Dit
bicd dic geleentheid vir lede van
die universiteit sowel as die breg
pemeenskap om meer te leer vor die
instansie se geskiedenis.

Ander uitstallings soo0s “Forward?
Forward! Forward..” word ook vir
die res van die jaar beplan. Ditis o
eeufeesuitstalling van 'n honderd
kunswerke wal die toekoms van diz
universiteit en ho#r onderwysin
Afrika uitbeeld.

fight for equality

and protect women”

She explains the most frusteating
aspects of trying to teach or facilitate
discussions around gender, gender-
based violence, and equality are
misconceptions and society's lack of
knowledge around issues of gender.
Equality is seen through a male
lens that turns it into something to
be avoided instead of something to
strive for.

"We are ina crisis! More so now
that rape has also found its way into
spaces of higher learning, where
students and staff should be moving
around freely and safe from harm.
This is not the case 4s reports acrogs
South African sniversities continue
to paint & grim and horrific picture
of the realities of gender and sexual
refated violence”

She goes on to say: “South Africa
needs to step up. This is a societal
problem that needs everyone w
take part and take a stand against
violence of any form. and the GnV
Portfolio secks to do exactly that. a
representative of society.”

She refuses to believe that violence
is the mew normal, shaking her head
before saying, “perhaps more can be
done by povernment, civil society
and other organisations that can
egually contribute to our efforts in
trying to challenge the ‘normalising”
of viotence related cases In everyday

medid reparts, There is nothing
normil about violence so maybe
that should be the starting point in
addressing the problem where all
seriousness and cawtion s exercised
in trying {o bring those responsible
ta boek, while praviding support
mechanisms to the victim”

Her co-worker Dumile Mlambao
agrees with her. "1 wouldn't hesitate
to say as 4 South African woman
she is aware of many of the pender-
bused challenges in this country as
gathered throughout her acadenyic
and professional journey. She is
fully conscientious of the sensitive
political and social implications of
working in this pender field.”

Her affice is abuzz with activity:
the whiteboard maps plans she is
working on, the desk is covered in
paperwork, and she is multitasking
on the phone and taking notes
on the laptop in front of her 1t is
the uniguely patterned tablecloth,
in front of the visitars chair, tha
draws attention. She explains that
it is a keepsake from home and
immediately the words of her former
superyiser, Professor Jarita Holbrook
come to mind: *|5he is] an odd mix
of being adventurous but wanting
all the comforts of home at the same
time. It was 2 push-pull when she
was setting goals and considering
her future.”
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Boek herdenk geskiedenis van US

Politiek,
geboue

bespreek

Ané van Fyl

Botman, eettydse relitor. en prof.

Albert Grundlingh begin gesefs
oor die moantlikheid van 'n boek om
die Universiteit Stellenbosch (US) se
centees te herdenk:

Grundlingh sou daarpa redakteur
word vin T boek wat van die
beslissende vomblikke en historiese
gebeure in die US se geskiedenis
hersien, herdenk en krities beskou.

“Dit is n leritiese beskouing,
mraar ook nie ' veroordeling nie)
s¢ Grundlingh oor die aard van die
boek: “Mens wil nie in 54 boek die
universiteit bewierook nie, wanl jy
leam baie kritiek lewer op die US,
mvaar sal jy elke keer terugkom
daarna dat dit vandag een van die
top-universiteite in die land is”

Grundlingh is tans die hoof van
die US se geskiedenisdepartement
en spesialiseer in sostale en kulturele
peskicdenis. Afgesien van die
konseptuslisering van die boek,
was hy ook verantwoordelik vir
die hoofstukke oor apartheid en
Afrikanernusionalisme

Die gedenlboek, mel sy grys
en wit voorblad, bestaan wit
536 volkleur-bladsye. Die eerste
helfte van die gedenkboek bevat
akademiese apstelle oor die ontstaan
van die universiteit, die universiteit

In 2013 het wyle prof. Russel

en Afrikanernasionalisme, apartheid,

finansies. stodentelewe, sport én
akademie, Die tweede gedeelte
omskryf die geskiedenis per fakulteit
vl infrastruktour en ontwikleling
betref, en is saamgestel deur Hans
Oosthuizen.

“Dit dek wat ons beskou het as die
belangrikste grepe in die universiteit
se geskiedenis,” s¢ Grundlingh. “Dit
is ook 'n bonk of record. Dit bied 'n
geleentheid om jou eie geskizdenis
te herbedink en dit dan aan te wend
vir die toekoms en wat jy daaruit wil
haal™

Grundlingh s¢ dit was vir hom
veral belangrik om oorspronklike
navorsing te doen, “sodat jy nie net
herhaal wat algemeen belend is nie.
mrasr ook nuwe perspektiowe bring.
Ek het probeer om nie resepmatig te
wees nie”

Die aspek wat vir die eerste keer in
die nuwe boek bespreek word, is die
finansies van die US. Grundlingh sé
die geldsake van die instélling word
niealtyd aan die orde gestel nie.

“As die finansies nie goed bestuur is
nie, sou dit nie 0 goeie universitel
gewees het mie”

Afrikanemasionalisme
Grundlingh sé daar kan rondom
die ontstaan van die universiteit,
van 1918 {ot omstreeks 1930, reeds
politieke en kulturele komponente in
die aard van die studente-ompewing
opgemerk word.

“Afrikaners het gevoel hulle
wil hulself akademies bewys,
ws dat hulle kan uitstyg en dat

Historikus prof. Albert Grundlingh met die eeufesshoel. FOTO: Ané van Zyi

hulle die gelyke is van die Engelse
universiteite. Dit was 'n groot
dryfveer, maar dit was nie net 'n
politieke motivering nie. Mense het
die akademie ernstig opgeneem,

“Met die oorwinning van dig
Nasiomale Party in 1948 word
dit 'n georganiseerde, clitistiese,
burokratiese Afrikanerdom wal
ander H.B. Thom beslag gebary het.
Hy was die landwye voorsitter van
die Broederbond Nasionaal, en dit
was 'n periade toe die Broederbond
hoogty gevier het op kampus.” sé
Grundlingh.

Hy vertel verder die sestigerjare
het 'n nuwe geslag van studente
opgelewer “Die Afrikanermiddelkias
het al sterker geword - kinders
het byvoorbecld met motors hier
aangekom (wat vantevore baie skaars
was) en hulle het meer gemallik
gelewe, Hulle het meer vrydenkend
geraak en ook begin inkoop
in 'n groter Suid-Afrikanisme,
eerder as 'n blote afgestémde
Afrikanernasionalisme”

Van 1954 tot sy aftrede in 1969
was Thom die relitor van die US
“Terwyl Thom nog al hierdie

ander goed verkondig hel. het die
universiteit peleidelik onder hom
uitgeglip: Dit was 'n geleidelike
proses, en s verder geneem deur die
volgende rektore wat ook aangepas
het by omstandighede”

Die US en rasseverhoudings
Grundiingh vertel wat vir hom
besonder openbarend was tydens
die skryfproses, was die tydperk net
voor bruin studente vir die eerste
leeer toepelaat is by die US. In die
boik is daar n atdrok van 'n brief
wan 'n bruin matriekleerling van
Cloetesville wat in 1975 by die US
wou inskryf. In reaksie op die brief
is hry sangese pm Kaap toe te gaan en
diar te studeer.

“Wat my daarvan opgeval het,
is, hier het jy 'n universiteit op joo
voorstoep, en jy is-Afrikaans, maar jy
kan nie na dié universiteit toe gaan
mig, [y moes op die trein klim en
verder aan gaon. Diaai tipe ding het
'n merk gelast op baie van die mense
witarmee ¢k onderhoude gevoer het

“Dit Is 'n groot geleentheld wat
verspil is”

Grundlingh skryf in die boek

dat die US die eerste Afrikaanse
universiteit was wat bruin studente
aanvaar het, en die eerste sowat 30
bruin studente in 1978 (oegebzal

is. “Dizar was n sekere gestolde
studentelulivor op die plek wat hulle
nie omhels het nie” s& Grundlingh,
“en jy kry dieselfde tipe kwessies
wal deesdae in stodentepolitick na
vore kom - al het die hele situasie
yerander.

Volgens Grundlingh is daar
deesdae 'mander dinamika onder
studente, wat volgens hom 'n
klassedimensie het. *Die term
‘diversiteil is i brose konsep, Wat
iv hier het, is studente wat nie
finansiéle middefe hel nie, wat sien
hul wit medestudente leefop 'n
ander viak."

Stelienbosch en politiek
Grundlingh sé daar is vandag 'n
{otale wanopvatting dat apartheid op
Stellenbosch nitgedink is.

“Dit is omadat Steflenbosch politick
is, en was, as gevolg van die feit dat
vyf eersteministers verbintenis met
die plek gehad het, en ook omdat die
teologicfakulteit en ander dissiplines
destyds apartheids-idees verkondig
het.

“Mens kan verstaan hoekom
mense dil dink, muar apartheid was
‘n baie meer ingrypende en bregr
fenomeen as bloot net Stellenbasch,
Dis nie Stellenbosch wat so self-
ingenome is dat hulle dink hulle het
alles witgedink nie)” lag Grondlingl.

Voelvry in Stellenbosch

Politieke elemente kon ook in die
lagtigerjare op kampus opgemerk
word. Toe het die Vo#lvry-
beweping aktiewe verset teen die
apartheidstelzel geloods, skryl Pat
Hopkins; skrywer van Voilvry: The
Mevement Hhat Rocked South Africa,

in-'m 2007 -LitMet-artikel oor Voélvry,

“Di¢ groep musikante se liricke

MEER AS 50 JAAR GELEDE
Die Roolplein was nie altyd bo-op
'n blbliotesk gebou mie.

Links s dle Rooiplein voordat
die 1.5. Gericke Bibliotesk in
1981 gebou is. Dia groot projek
s gemisiear toe die universitelt
s ander twee biblioteke, die
C.L. Marais Biblicteek en die
Carnegie Biblioteek, te klgin
geword het. Die enigste plek
waar die nuwe hiblioteek
seniraal gebou kon word,
was ander die grond. “Ek hou
nogal van die 1966 foto,” merk
Grundlingh ap. “Dit reflekteer 'n
selere rustigheid wat bavordedik
vir leer is,”

Hans Dosthulzen, redakteur
van die tweede gedeelie van
die epufeesboalk, vertel dat die
gebou heel links op die fote
nou die A.l. Percld-gebou s,
“Regs doarvan is die huidige
Eebau vir visuele kunste, waar
die ingenieursfakulteit tot In die
vroes 197078 was.”

“Maasregs is die 1. H. Neethling-
gebau, voltool in 1925. Dit is in
1996 en 2009-2010 opgelinap,
Regs is 'n gedeeits van 'n gebaou
wat in 1932 as hulshoudkunde-
Eebau voltool is, nou Admin C.”
s& Dosthulzen.

FOTO: it Stellenbosch 1B66
— 18966 Honderd Jaar hogr

Onderwys

het gerebelleer teen politieke
idenlogie en die heersende middel-
en heersersklaswaardes”

Grundlingh vertel dat hy as
'n jonger persoon die Voélvry-
beweging op kampus meegemank
het, “Kylk, they challenged society,
maar hulle was meestal daarop ult
oI NORSENs ddn te faag”

Die ecufeesboek kos R750 in
hardebandvorm. Daar sal ook
presies 100 cksemplare in Engels en
Afrikaans beskikbaar wees wat in
leer gebind is. onderteken is deur
die US-rektor en met die ontvanger
se maam in sierskrif voorin, Dié
versamelaarsitem met leeromslug is
in Admin B beskikbaur en sal jou
R2 500 uit dic sak jasg.

“Bl wil bate graag die boek
koop,” sf finalejaar BA-student in
peesteswetenskappe, $.7 Minnaar

Mohammed Parker, tweedejaar-
ingenicorswese-student, s& hy ken
studente wat minder sakpeld kry as
wal die boek kos.

“Dig boek s n goeie idee, veral
deel twee. haar ek sal nie R750
betoal mie”

Carin Erasmus, die projek-
kobrdincerder, sé dit is goed om te
hoor dat die studente opgewonde
is nar die boek. "Ons sal die boek
teen ' spesiale prys aan studente
beskikbaar stel.

“Die boek sal ook in die biblioteck
beskikbaar wees, maar in hierdie
stadium slegs een eksemplaar van
elk,” s Erasmus.

Wat s& Prof. Wim?

By die bekendstelling van die
ecufeesbock hiet prof. Wim de
Villiers, US-relctor en visekanselier,
dank uitgespreek teenoor diegene
wat die materiaal vir die inhoud van
die boek verskaf en versamel het.
“Ons is dankbaar vir die harde werk
van soveel mense oor die delades
heen. Die vitstalling en boek getuig
van die toewyding van 100 jaar”
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Reimagining the Rooiplein space

Caira Blignaut

vears ago the
Rooiplein stood
simply as a centre

point of camipus, exhibiting neatly
cul grass and just a few buildings,

A century later. this space not only
signifies change and modernity,
shown in the surrounding modern
buildings, but also within the student
population

For Stellenbosch alumna Rabia
Ormar (23), it was the first place she
siw people questioning institutional
culture and power dynamics.

[ think it's alse a place which
has either divided or united
students depending on what they
see and understand and what they
den't.” says Orar. Originally from
lohannesburg, Omar completed her
BA degree in French, history and
ancient civilisations in 2017,

The Rooiplein is now seen as o
symbolic space for representation.
Being the centre of where many
students meet and
where bigger mass ‘ ‘
mectings are held, it
functions a5 an
antomatic space of
debate within a
Stellenbosch context.

The Rooiplein
is now used
as a symbolic

showed people that they were not
living in isolated bubbles and smaller
groups but rather shared the space
with so many more students with
different or similar viewpoints,”
explaing Omar,

The Rooiplein is located above
the Stellenbosch University Library.
formerly known as the 1.5, Gericke
Libeary. The original name of the
Rooiplein is in fact, the Jan Marais
Squeare. This is becanse the statue
of Johannes { fan ) Henoch Marais,
who was the main benefactor of
stellenbosch and the umiversity,
stands in the middle of the
Rooiplein

Marais gave an amount egual
to R100 million for Stellenbosch
University 1o be founded out of
Victoriz College.

The Stellenbosch University
Library, which was first built in
1981, is constructed underneath the
Rooiplein. Gericke, also known as
Kosie, served as the Vice-Chaneellor
of SU from 1952-1981.

The idea behind
the library being built
underground comes
from the oniversity
quickly realising that
even though the C.L.
Marais Library had

“Its uses change already been extended
so often: It {s u place space for . after 1934, as the
for big discussions, a reprESEnt ation university grew, more

place for open days

or different fairs. 1 think Open
Stellenbosch and #FeesMustFall 2015
managed to bring huge crowds of
peaple together. Whether they all
agreed or niot was different, but it

space wis needed
i order to accommodate more
students at the university.
This distinctive plan was made
as an executive decision because
the umiversity realised thaf there

Decline of historical
square Die Braak

Lauren Dold

The paint on St Mary’s Church
is'chipped and flaking. The tiny
Anglican church has been standing
since 1852 and is starling to ook
its dge. The fence around the
church is bent and rusting. and

the hiedges are overgrown. A pair
of beggars pack cardboard and
blankets into a shopping trolley,
emnd rattle across the grass.

To the South is the Rhenish
Mission Church, completed in
1823 and originally built-asa
school for coloured slave children.
To the right of the church stand
two proud brass bells, heard
chiming loud on Sunday momings.

To the North West [s the
Kruithuis, built to store punpowder
and weapons. The old cannons thit
stund eutside the building today
still bear the V0T mark of the
Drutch East India Company.

At the centre of these pillars of
history lies a drying patch of prass,
littered with cigarette butts and
chicken bones

Flanked by historically
sigmificant heritage sites, Die Braak
itself these days looks like an
afterthought.

Vendors on the eastern side
dutifully set up their stalls
every morning at 057:00. Curios,

paintings, African-print cloth and
wonden statuettes are carefully
displeyed in the hopes that a tour
group mey wander across Die Braak.
The market islargely ignored by
locals,

“Some days we sell many things,
sometimes just one painting 11
tains, sometimes we sell mothing,”
says Alfred Nyvondo, 2 Malawian
national who has been living in the
Western Cape since 2009 He says
he decided to work in Stellenbasch
because of the tourism that the town
attracts. knowing that locals are
not his turgel market. Tourists are
often directed to the buildings that
surrotind Die Brack by information
centres und tour compamnies.

In days gone by, Die Braak was the
site'of 4 host of town activities. It was
considered the village green, hometo
the whole community.

No more. A walk across Die Braak
today is a minefield of used needles
and dead birds; broken glass and
forgotten shoes.

Since its heyday, Die Bradk
hias deteriorated considerably: At
lunchtime the space is full of peaple
spaking up sun or sleeping under the
trees. By 1500 remmants of the day’s
funch are left lving on the yellowed
grass,

T come here after T finish with
morming works then [ go look

The Roolplein Is now used as a space which serves as a symbaolic area that ge nerates conversation around [nstitutional
culture as well as varlous other student-led movements creating debate around power dynamics. PHOTO: 5U Archives

were no centrally located places far
the library ta be built sther than
the space below the Rooiplein,
which then turned out to be the
perfect location because of its easy
sccessibility and centrality.

0 some occasions, discussions
are held on the stairs and the
space then becomes a symbaol of
communication. change: or debate
which boosts student activity around
the area

This aesthetically pleasing area is
also the hub of where students gather
for daily chats, a quick breather
from the “bib” & lunch/smake break,
art installations; society gatherings
and larger meetings. 1t has hosted
events for groups such as the
aforementioned Open Stellenbosch,

which is “a movement for social
justice, working in our institution
towards effecting positive change
in Stellenbosch and the greater
community,” says founding member,
Mohammed Shabange

Events over the years have
included student activism gatherings
for, among others, #FeeshustFall
and the SLUT Walk

In 2017, Willem Boshoff spoke to
the use of this space inan ariginal
manmner

Boshoff's ari instaltation called
“Word Waoes 117 touched on the
subject of languapge within tertiary
education, paying special attention
to the language debates within the
sU context

Cari Smit {22}, whe did an in-

Esthier Magele and Nolizwe Tshobo spend thelr nights on Dle Braal sleeping on
the grass. They raly on charlties that sometimes visit Die Braak with food for
Stellenbosch's homeless. PHOTO: Lauren Dold

for some work in the affernoon
Sometimes | just stay here and sleep
until its time {o catch the buy home.”
siays Samuel Mgigwa., an informal
fubourer who commutes from
Kavamandi every day. Die Braak is
full of people like Samuel who have
newwhere €lse to go,

By the time evening sets in, the
scene hias changed,

Author Joy Colliers in 1959 wrote:
1 defy anyvone to produce & pretticr
sight in the Southern Hemisphere
than these buildings{the Rhenish
church and the Kruithuis) at sunset
when the whole Braak fills with
light”

Today, evenings on Die Braak
see people cutting across the grass,
on their way to the taxi rank or the
bos stop. Mo one lingers and no
one looks op. The vendors pack up
before shadow starts to appear on
Papegaaiberg, leaving rusted trailers
and wheelless vans in the parking

lat overnight It &5 hard to imagine
itime when Die Braak could have
been considered the prettiest site in
the Sonthern Hemisphere.

During the December festive
season, Die Braak is lit-up. Strings
of colourtul globes cast the square
in warm fight during the evenings,
but by day the mundanity and the
neglect return. For the remaining
11 months of the vear, the dull
Christmias tree at the centre of the

square stiands unnoticed and unused.

Now known as Die Braak, this
space once held far more colonial
rames, incuding “the Queens
Square” and “the King’s Square.”
depending on the reigning monarch
of the time,

Stellenbosch revisthed, an historical
account of the town’s early days,
provides wonderful insight into the
Stellenbosch of the past. The book
paints o very different picture of the
space we know today

depth analysis of his artwork says,
“The main wim of the exhibition of
Waord Woes [ on the Rooiplein is

bor create awareness of the debate
around languages at Stellenbosch
Universtty, specifically Afrikaans and
English, It raises gquestions aboul the
impact that the removal of an official
lamguage will have”

Smit draws attention to the fact
that the artwork’s central position
on the Rooiplein shows how the bwo
lamguages find and locate themselves
within the university landscape.

Omar says: “For me, the Rooiplein
hiss a lot of relevance as a hub of
student activism and students
raising their voices and demanding
to be fistened to instead of just
accommodated”

Up until the 1950% it was
tradition for the old Kruithuis
cannons to be rolled on to Die
Briaakand fire 4 twenty-ong-gun
galute in hanour of the Kings
birthday. On one occasion @
cannon expladed and the tradition
was put to a stop.

Guoing back even further, the
17th century saw the free burghers
of Stellenbosch hald an annoal
clay-pigeon shooting competition
at the foof of the Papegaaiberg. Die
Braak was the festive site of post-
competition celebrations.

Today, underutilised and unsafe,
Die Braak after dark is a place best
avaided. The Visitor Information
Centre no longer directs tourists to
Die Braak, and discourages them
from visiting the area at night.
“Right now there is constroction
going on'which isnl nice to lookal
g0 we don't advise that tourists go
there unless they want to see the
surretinding churches or Kruithuls.
Generally we direct tourists awiay
from that area in the evenings”
says the manaper of the centre.

Die Braak and surrounds
have been subjects of historical
investigation over the years, a5
reseiirchers have explored the col-
tural significance of the space. The
Stellenbosch Heritage Foundation
together with researchers are in the
process of evaluating the impor-
tance and use of the space, There
have been supgestions regarding
alternative landscaping of Die
Braak which could be a first step
in restoring the area to its former
tocal significance



Rooiplein entrance:

THEN: The Rooplein antrance of Die Nealsie/The Langenhoven Student centre {1875).

PHOTO: SU Archives

_— L

NOW: The Roopleln entrance of Dle Neelske,/The Langenhoven Student centre (2018).

PHOTO: Jeremy Ryall
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Die Groot Gat/Food court:

THEN: Basement/ Die Groot gat’ of Die Neelshe/ The Langenhoven Student centre (1975}
PHOTO: SU Archives

NOW: Basement/Food court area of Die Neelslsy The Langenhoven student centre {201.8).
PHOTO: Jeremy Ryall

A look into the origins of the Neelsie

Jeremy Ryall
CC he Weelsie is one of my
favourite things in the
wirld, it is a place where
students can go to study, to eat, o
see their friends, to grab 2 coffee. 1t

is the centre of campus and it is a an
abaolute éstublishment, both in the
sphere of Stellenbosch University
(5L} and in my heart”

Michael Wright (22}, a third
year PPE student. spends most of
his free time at the Neefsie, but he
has no idea why it Is'called that.

An elaborate answer which was
ultimately completely made up
ensued.

Upon walking into the Meelsie,
one-can start to picture what
everyday life for a Matie student
must entail. This is because of the
framtic first year students rushing
to get to 2 lecture with 10 books in
hand. the too-cool-for-school second
year students with their uncaged
long hair and the third years or
honours students who are not always
seent in the Neelsie but have o sense
of familiarity.

“The MNeelsie is the social heartbeat
and the main commercial hub of the
Stellenbosch campus. Students are
bypically great customers: Decent.
vocal, interesting and appreciative.
The constant changing of the
dynamic of the student corps also
mikes working in the Meelsie an
evolving experience,” explains the
owner of the Pulp Cinema. Werner
De Swart (40).

Another student, Roelof
zoerize (22}, who studies a Boom
management sciences degree at SU,
describes the Neelsie as follows: "It is
where all the students come together,

it 15 guite overwhelming in the first
three weeks 1 would say, | think it is
too many people but I think it is just
a congregation of all the students in
Stellenbosch Lo be honest”

Students share an affection for the
MNeelsie, yet when asked how it came
to be, the general response is that of
ignorance.

2018 is the centenary yvear
therefore it is only fitting that this
story of how the Meelsie came about
starts 00 yeirs dgo

In 1918, the inception of SU, the
rector himself did not have an office.
The Ou Hoofgebou was essentially
the university with
minimal venues “
for students to
take a break from
their lecture halls,
This lack of space

The Neelsie
is the social

novelist, in 1932, and afack of a
gathering place in 1938, the idea to
fundraise came around again. The
singing and dancing of Stellenbosch
students commenced. Their goal was
erecting the Langenhoven Gedenk
Saal (Langenhoven Memaorial hall)
“They [student body| had a lot
of ideas, @ remembrance hall on
the one side with an exhibition of
artefacks related to Langenhoven
and a student centre on the other
side)” Visser explains. The state could
ultimately only provide half of the
necessary funds to build such a large
project. Thus fundraising continued
and continued, says
Visser, up until the
19505 with streel
performances
taking place. After
a memo was sent in

i suiens  NEQIDEAL e g
participating in a and the main 1957 was set. Yet more
ampaign.soging . COMMercial LI
songs and dances hub of the says, such us 4 need
Mol Stellenbosch T
history lecturer ca mpus construction began on

at the University,
calls the Stellenbos
Boerorkes. “CJ. |Cornelis Tacobus]
Langenhoven, was a serator when the
couniry still had a senate. He was one
of the instigators of getting Afrikaans
declared as un official linguage. Many
Alrikaans Stellenbosch students related
to hime and he had columns in Die
Burger every week and in many of
these he referred to the students and
a following umongst them |students|
grew”

Following the death of Langen-
hoven, who was also a poet and

the now Langenhoven

Student centre, with
its completion in [975_ "It was built
to 1970s architecture, what vou guys
[current students| would not know
is what that centre spot was called, it
was the 'Groot Gat’ and was designed
ds 4 dancing venue with wooden
plank loors.” Visser savs. “So Neelsic
was always a-good place to pick up a
date for a huisdians with Wednesday
sokkies and of course every Friday
and Saturday ar, where the food
outlets are, to go off and have a
‘smooch)” Visser, trying to hoid ina

laugh, explains. Visser, who arrived
at Stellenbosch during the Groot
Grat’s prime, describes itas a dark,
eeric and spooky place, when not lit
up on & Friday.

“They had a typical cafeteria that
wis the In thing in the 1970s, like
a state-ron cafeteria. So vou pick
up your tray and they had a few
things vou could order, you wanta
steak and chips, whatever they had
there, The only thing nice about it
wils guantity not quality, you could
buy u plate of chips for 50 cents or
something like that,” Visser explains.
More interesting, however was the
University run restaurant, which was
located on the Rooiplein side of the
Neefsie today.

“There on the castern side. there
was the Loeloerasi restaurant. It was
named after one of Langenhovens
bools, which was an adventurouy
kind of imaginative journey to the
moan, Locloersai was the craft they
used toget to the moon” Visser
siys Loeloeraal was easy for the
students as it catered to student
prices and was run fike a residence
before privatisation. This sentiment
is shared with current manager of
the Buzz cate located at the bottom
of the Neelsie, Butch Prain (681 "Il
means business, speed. students and
food hopefully!”

Visser adds: “Tn those days, |
was.an henours student in 1981
and you could pay R7 50 for a nice
T-bone or a rump and chips, and
of course evervone would bring or
you could buy it there, a bottle of
Tassenberg. That, [Tassenberg] was
the student drink in that time, it
sponsored everything. So the prices
in the whole of [the] Neelsic was
kind of subsidised” The idea was that

students should only eat there as it
wits stibsidized by the University and
that lasted until about 1991

It was or is the longest Stellenbosch
construction project that Visser
could determine, abmost intimating
at the lengthy process or battle the
stirdents faced with the University's
planning processes which took 55
yiears from 1920 to 1975.

“The place was old and dirty, the
service is typleal like civil servants, as
there wis no incentive and the guality
was nol good, the choices were
becoming worse and worse each year.
The university decided to completely
revamp,” Visser explains

Im 1941 this led to yet another
mema from the student body citing
complaints of the centre being old
zind dirty. As a result,a RI13 million
upgrade and privatisation was
completed in 1995 and this is the
Neelsie we now know today

The architecture was developed
further to let in more light so as to
fit in with the flowing nature of the
centre. There is currently massive
construction taking place on the
maountiin side of the Neelsie and
Michael Iscael (47}, who owns the
small corner shop, Amaboko, says:
“It has had 4 bit of an effect on the
wilkthroogh of the students bul
otherwise it will be great when itis
compieted. It has been harder to get
into the Neelsie but everyone seems
positive that it is a mave that is good
for the future”

One historical decision is here to
stiy: The mame, the Neelsie, which is
often confused with different origins,
comes from Langehoven himself,
according to Visser. Langenhoven’s
nickname was Neelsie, deriving from
his first name Cornelis
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Judy Philander

t the top end of town on
Drostdy Street lies Sooth
Africas second oldest

church,

Towering over the surrounding
buildings. this impressive monaolith
with its picturesque exterior, emineni
high tower and pristine white walls,
stands out as both a symbaol of
splendour and influence.

“A river of living water”, the
church’s mantra, embodies its
rofe as a life-giving source 1o the
Stellenbosch community both st its
inception in the early 19 century
and presently as a participant of
change. Designed by the German
architect Carl Otto Hager in 1863,
the church boasts 1 Neo-Gothic
Tower and exquisite prounds and
is also currently in the process of
forging & new legacy for itself, one of
transformation and outreach.

Stellenbosch University (SU)
alumna, Maria Brink (24), who
regularly attended the church during
her time as a stodent says:

“The combination of the white
walls and stained-glass windows had
i very calming etfed on me when 1
entered the church and waited for
the sermon Lo start. A a full-time
student it was invigorating both
physically and spiritually to takea
break on Sunday mornings from the
stress of my studies and enjoy the
sermon.” Brink adds that she is aware
that her experience of the church is
in stark contrast to the experiences
of those who were victims of the
church’s discriminatory legacy.

The first pulpit, which was
made in 1721 by a man named
Adam Albertyn, was subsequantly
replaced by another, manufactured
in the Barogue style in 1853 The
present pulpit was designed by
Hager in the Gothic style and for
many years stood at the helm,
as a religious symbsol of white

Afrikaner nationalism through
which Apartheid legislation could be
endorsed and justified in the form of
religious doctrine.

Remarkably, up until 1803,
a majority of the mostly white
congregation was buried inside the
church, however, only the graves
of four consecutive ministers are
recorded in front of the pulpit.
A line of tombs was developed
against the back and front walls
of the churchyard, Interestingly,
the oldest part of the building that
remains unchanged is the church’
boundary wall which is mainly
built of stone. Other elements
of the church, however, are
gradually experiencing
transformation.

While the church
boasts exquisite
architecture-and a rich
history, there is more
to this historical
boilding than meets
the eve. The leaflel
presented to you
upon entry into
the church gives
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The transformation of Moederkerk

very little away about both the
historical and present-day rale of
this church.
The Moedergemeente is part
of the broader Nederduitse
Gereformeede Kerk {WGK) family
and has other independent branches
which form part of the farger
Moedergemeente church body.
Moederkerk means “mother church”
in Afrikaans and, interestingly, the
Moederkerk and Kruiskerk are
essentially the same church but
have ditferent physical locations,
The decision to merge the two
churches came after the NG
church senate decided
that the Moederkerk’s
financial soundness
would greatly benefit
a then financially
ailimg Kruiskerk
"It ane church,
with two separate
buildings,
two separate
id entities bul
with ane
mission,”
says Ruban

Fourie (25}, chairperson of the
student ministry at Kruiskerk and a
member of the chunch council, sz he
explains the intricacies of the church
biody.

Fourie says that he and two other
student council members wrote a
letter to the church council stating
that they believe that the church
is-“too white” " There’s really a will
te change and embrace rather than
telerate but we are struggling to
do that because I'm a white guy,
speaking on a white church council,
on behall of black peaple” he added.

Signifying a symbolic coming
together of two seemingly opposing
sides, the church council of 2015
declded to meet with the leaders
of the student movement, Open
Stellenbosch. The meeting was
convened al Kerkhuis, known
for housing slaves in the 131
century. Fourie says the need for
an alternative narrative became
increasingly apparent during this
time, as it marked the beginning of a
series-of protests around inequality
al the university.

Fourie says the conversation
with Open Stellenbosch allowed
the older members of the church
o acknowledge that some changes
needed totake place: Since then, the
church has experienced pockets of
hape.

“You can't change a white
maonalith, Afrikaner church fust
like that bul T wouldn't describe the
church as a bastion of Afrikaner
nationalism because its not that
anymore, Fourie continues. The
church is struggling with what it

needs to do g5 an organisation o
further change.

Bartnering with Kruiskerk, the
Moederkerk has hosted varioos
community-based workshops
in an attempt to reach out to

miatrginalised communities in

the surrounding areas such as

Kayamandi and Cloetesville
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Moreover, the church has partnered
with what are considered to be
typically “black churches” in order to
create a network of friendly relations.

“The church should be on the side
of the margimalised” Fourie explains
and goes on to describe an incident
where 3 white minister from the
Moederkerk had to step in to help
4 protesting student. The unnamed
student became the target of private
security during the Fees Must Fall
demonstrations, The student was
almest rum over by i Casspir when
the minister decided to step in. As o
resull, Fourie says the student church
council received backlash from
the universety’s management for
providing shelter to the protesting
student

Richard Van Wyl, a minister
at Moederleerk, says that it was
imperative that the church gel
involved and help the pratesting
students because a clear message
of reconciliation needed to be sent.
When ssked about why the church
hiss not been vocal about its various
community-based projects, Van Wyk
said: “We believe in the mantra of
not being boastful abeut the good
wirk we do. As It is written in the
Bible. ‘the one hand must not know
what the other hand is doing™

Inside the Kerkhuis, Vin Wyk
ushers me towards a wall where the
pictures of former ministers hang,
He points at a picture of Andries
Petrus Treurnichl. a leader in the
Conservative Party who often
preached radical pro-Apartheid
rhetoric.

“We are not proud of certain
aspects of our history in this church
but we cannot simply erase this
history” Van Wyk sdds He says that
the majority of the congregation al
Moederkerk is extremely wealthy
and that the church is attempting to
utilise this advantage to help those
who are underprivileged and in
need.

Moederkerk, designed by the German
architect Carl Otto Hager in LEG3.
PHOTD: Wilhelm Schumann
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Matie-moorde wat

die dorp geruk het

Vier vrouestudente wat aan die Universiteit Stellenbosch (US) gestudeer het. Vier vrouestudente wat oor die
afgelope 13 jaar in Stellenbosch wreed vermoor is. Vier moorde wat die dorp geruk het. Jana Wentzel berig.

Hannah Cornelius (21) se lyk s op 27 Ml
2047 naby Groenhof net buite Stellenbosch
Eevind. FOTO: Facebook

2017

[n die vroes oggendure van 27 Mei 2017, is
Hannah Cornelins (21) en hasr vriend Cheslin
Marsh (22) voor 'n woonstelblok in Birdstraat,
Stellenbosch pekaap.

Hanmah se Iyk is om 08:30 op Groenhaf-
plaas maby die Knorhoelpad, net buite
Stellenbosch. gevind,

Vernon Witbood {32}, Geraldo Parsons [26),
Nashwill Julies {28} en Eben van Niekerk (27)
is in hegtenis gencer nd dit san die lig gekom
het dat hulle beide Marsh en Cornelivs ontvoer
het

Die verdagtes het met die studente in
Cornelius se blou Violkswagen Citi Golf na
Kraaifontein gery waar hulle Marsh aangerand
en vir dood gelaat het.

Volgens n berig op News24 op 31 Mei 2017,
het 'm kaalvoel en bebloede Cheslin dit om
0730 regeekry om sor 1 2m hoé mour van 'n
nabye huis te klim en hulp te onthied.

Margaret en Avril Fortuin vertel dat 'n
polisiekar kort daarna by hul huis verbygery
het. “My man [Avril] bet die polisie se aandag
gekry en Marsh s saam met hille daar weg?
hel sy pesé

Die verdagtes het met haar na 'n oop stuk
veld maby Groenhol op die Knorhoekpad gery
waar hulle haar glo herhaaldelik verkrag en
vier keer met 'noskerp voorwerp gesteck het.

Drrie van Hannith se wonde was aan haar
nek en daar word geglo dat sy gelaat is om
dood te bloei.

Volgens Gizellede Gotz (22), 'n BA Taal en
Kultuur-student san die US, is sy nd Hannzh
s¢ dood meer versighip. “Ek het dadelik na haar
moord vir my gaan pepper spruy koop!” het sy
gese

“Iy sal my glad nie meer tweeuur in die
aggend érens in Stellenbasch vind nie”

Volgens Gotz het Cornelius se dood verseker
dat vroue op kampus meer bewus van die
belangrikheid van veiligheidsmaatreéls is.

Hannah Cornelius se ma, Annd Cornelius
(56), s lyk is op 25 Maart 2018, minder as
'n jaar ma Hannah se moord, op'n strand in
Scarborough naby Kaapstad gevind

Byna 'n jaar nd Hannah se dood het 'n
besoek aan die misdzadtoneel getoon dat swart
vlinders gewapper het oor die dooie stuk gras
waar sy beswyk het

Robyn Pearce (20) se lvk I op 2 Desember
2016 In haar ma =& woonstel [n Sespunt
gevind. FOTO; Facebook

2016

Vil jaar nudat Robyn Pearce se pa, die gesiene
kardioloop dr. Adrian Pearce, oorlede is nadat
‘nmoter hom.op sy fiets getref het. is Robyn
Pearce, n pewese BA Geesteswetenskappe-
student aan die US, se lykop 2 Desember 2016
in hiar ms se woonstel in Seepunt gevind.

Robyn was i die woonstel toe die til-
verstaafde Wasiel Buxbey (29) glo toegang (ot
die woonstel deur ‘n badkamervenster gevind
het met die doel om die huis te roof

“Elchet nie peweet dat sy in die huis was
nie,” het Buxbey in sy pleidoai geskryf wat op 1
Maart 2018 by die Wes-Kaipse hoopperepshof
ingehandig is. "Ek het 'n skootrekenaar en
oorfone op die tafel sien 1€ en dit gevat”

Op pad wit, het Buxbey besluit om die
kamerdeur oop te miak en 1ot sy verbasing vir
Hobyn in'die kamer gevind

(1!

Sy het begin skree. Ek
het die items neergesit
en 'n mes in die kombuis

gaan haal

“5¢ het bepin skree!" lees die pleidoni verder.
“Ek het die items neergesit en ‘'n mes uit die
kombuis gaan haal Bk het haargevra omin
die inlooplas te klim, mair sy het weer begin
skreg.”

Foobyn is verskeie kere met 'n mes in die
miag gesteek en vir dood gelaat.

“Ek dink dit 15 onaanyaarbaar dat moord
s itlledaaps plaasvind™ het Henlk Oets (24),
‘nnagraadse LLB-student. pesé. “Dit maal n
miens betde hartseer en kwaad al het jy niv-eens
die oorledene peken nie”

Dets, wat in die faer van Rolyn se moord
voorgraadse student san die US was, het vertel
dal die moord op Hannah sowel as dié op
Robyn vir hom swiar was gangesien dit “op sy
voorstoep” wis.

Nadat Baxbey se pleidooi op 19 Februarie
2018 geweier is, het die Pearce-familie hom die
mutksimum tronkstraf toegewens.

Buxhey is op 16 April 2018 tol 23 jisar
tronkstraf gevonnis vir huisbrask en roof met
verswarende omstandighede.

Erin van Rensburg (20} 5= Iyk is op 3 Junke
20409 In 'n viak graf in Elandsbaal gevind. FOTO:

Vershat

Op 3 Junie 2009 is die 20-jarige Erin van
Renshurg se [yk in 'n graf van | 8m diep op
‘nsandduin miby Elandsbaai in die Weskus
gevind. Van Rensburg is op ‘n wintersoggend
deur 'n mede-student en vervreemde vriend
van haar, Jacobus Johannes Eksteen, versmoor,
verkrag, ontvoer en begrawe.

Eksteen, 'n voormalige rekenaarwetenskap-
student aan die US, het op 5 Maart 2012 in
die Wes-Kaapse hooggeregshof erken dat hy
die ontyoering, verkragting en moord op Van
Rensburg vooraf beplan het

Terwyl Erin se broer, Byron van Rensburg.
met wie sy ‘i woonstel gedeel het, op | Junie
‘nsemestertoets afpelé et het Eksteen die
Van Rensburgs se woonstel binnegedring en
voorgehow dat hy Byron se skootrekenaar sou
herstel.

Wadat hy dit reggekry het om Erin na haar
broer se kamer te lok, het hy haar oorrompel
en in die maag geslzan.

Hy het haar verwurg totdat sy haar bewussyn
verloor bet, 'n kous in haar mond gestopen haar
lippasem in 'n tas gedruk om nu sy woonstel te
neemn.

Daar het hy baar herhaaldelik verkrag,

Toe Eksteen beset Van Rensburg is reeds
oorlede, het hy haar liggaam in sy motor gesit
en meer a5 200km pery om haar Iyl in die sand
weg te steek

1 Madoodse ondersoek het bewys dat Van
Rensburg 33 pitwendige wonde opgedoen het
aan haar lippe: Tug, maag en bene,

Maurinette Potgieter (28}, 'n voormalige US-
student en kennis van Erin, hiet vertel dat sy die
dag kun enthou toe haar vriendin hasr gebel
het om te luat weet dat Erin se lyk gevind is.

Potgieter het ook vertel dat daar 'n somber
en anheilspellende gevoel op kampus was nd
die moord op Erin.

“Ek onthow hoe femand vir 'n meisie buite
die BA-gebou daarvan verte] het. Sy het begin
skree on inmekaargesak. Almal het vir haar
gebyk en dadelik geweet waaroor dit gaan™

Potgieter het vertel dat sy altyd verby Erin
se oil woonstel gestap het op pad kampus toe
“Diaar was nel so ominous gevoel - dit was so
tasbaur op kampus. Jy voel so weerloos”

Eksteen is tol 30 jaar tronkstral gevonnis en
kan tot 2042 1 aanhooding bly

’4
Inge Lotz (22) =& lyk |s op 16 Maart 2005 In
haar woonstel In Kiein Welgevonden gevind.

2005

Geen beskermende maatreéls het op 16 Maart
2005 'n moordenasr uit Inge Lote se woonstel
net buite Stellenbosch gehot nie.

Op 'n herfsmiddag het die blonde 22-jarige
i Shiraz-veiligheidskompleks 21, Klein
Welgevonden, aan die 47 wonde aan haar
lipgaam beswik

Inge bet ¥ort voor haar dood haar
Honneursgraad in Wiskundige Statistick cum
lavde geslaag en sou n die jaar van haar dood
haar Meestersgraad sanpak.

Sy was haar owers, Jan en Juanita Lotz se
enigste kind.

Volgens die skeywer en joernalls Julian
famsen, gaan Loty {sr.) en'sy viou die
“allerslepste oudwordjare” in, sonder
antwoorde

"Dit is die verskriklikste,” het hy gese. "Ditis
|so0s] 1 gevangenisskap!”

Inge se moord is tot vandag toe stééds
een van Suid-Afriki se grootste onoppeloste
raaisels.

Haar destydse kérel, Fred van der Viyver,
is ¥ir haar moord aongekla, maar is in 2007
vrygespreek,

Tydens 'n diepte-onderhoud met die
bekroonde Suid-Afrikamse joernalis Pana
Snymuan in 2017, het Lotz (se.) vertel dat'hy
tydens die sivicle saak aan hipertensie, ernstige
depressie en postiranmatiese stressteuring gely
het.

G

Jy gaan slaap met Inge in
jou kop en word wakker
met haar in jou kop

“Soms weet ¢k nie watter kant toe nie;” het
Lotz {sr.) aan Snyman vertel “fy gaan sliap
met Tnge in jou kopen word wakker met haar
in jou kop”

Alhoewel daar baie min besanderhede
riondom Inge se lisste somblikhe is, verfel
Lotz {sr.) aan Soyman dat hy wel die volgende
kan s&: "My dogter was daardie laaste dag soos
‘nvrecsbevange klein voéltjic vasgekeer in 'n
kow”

Inge Lotz se moordenisar {s-steeds op yryve
voul
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The evolution of crime and order

Teboho Mokonyano

years ago, riding
1 0 Ou hicyele without
a license plate in

Stellenbosch could get you fined for
five shillings - 4 lot of money at the
time. The tiniest transgressions in
the town were heavily paliced.

Life in town was relatively
peaceful until the 19605, when
crime began to pick up. Stellenbosch
University {SU) had about 6000
strdents, who started getting richer
and more mobile. This coincided
with a growing drinking cultere and
an increase in the amount of drunk
driving incidents

This is according to SU history
lecturer, Albert Grundligh, who
described the peneral perception
towards crime at the time as "a
broken window argument that if you
stop small crime, there won't be any
bigger crime”

Nowadays, stodents and
residents alilee are susceptible to a
wide range of criminal activities
including burglary, sexual assault,
pickpocketing, hijacking and
MLEEings.

Captain Matalie Martin.
communications officer al the
Stellenbosch police station,
explained that crime in Stellenbosch
generally fluctuates. “Our crime
differs every month but we do have
a problem with property related
crimes meaning theft of motor
vehicles, and house break-ins”

When asked what the police force
is daing to curb these crimes, Martin
explained that the department

SU students and the ap

Kamva Somdyala

Student politics has a rich history
irt the South African schooling
landscape. From the historic
1976 student protests in Soweto
tor the University of Cape Town's
(UCT) rigorous campaign of
#RhodesMustFall With time and
context different now, student
politics have been on the rise

Stellenbosch University (5L
presents a ditfferent scenario in terms
of student politics and politically
led organisations s opposed
to other universities. Whereas
political student organisations like
the Democratic Alliance Students
Chrganisation {DASO), the Sooth
African Students Congress {SASCO)
and the Economic Freedom Fighters
Student Command (EFFSC), ta
name a few, contest leadership
positions including posts in the
Student Representative Council
(SRC) at unkversities such as the
University of the Western Cape
(UWC)-and the University of
Pretoria (UP}, SU students run
independently and free from any
political affiliation.

Thubani Hiatswayo (22), a former
Branch Execotive Committee
member of SASCO Maties and BA
Social Dynamics student, explains
the role of student organisations on
campus: “[Our role| is to drive the
agenda of transformation, throngh
critical engagements, planning and
strategy and set an exampte for
others to see and learn”

“The apenda of transformation is

ProEvents security guards gather on the Roociplein to assign specific patrol
locations. PHOTO: Teboho Mokonyana

produces news articles on how the
public can aveid being victims of
crime for example. by not being
negligent with their belongings.

In terms of hovse break-ins she
said measures such as patrols and
random seiarches over weekends
against suspicious people are made.

The police department keeps
a close relationship with the
university's management, especially
when it comes to crimes committed
on campus. Martin explained that
common theft (such as cellphone
robbery) is a problem on the SU
campus,

“Robberies really pick up becanse
of social medis as people walk
around texting on their phones. So
usually the robber knows you havea
cellphone,

“We really struggle with people
walking and texting in the street then

an engoing matter,” he adds.

Farmier DASO chairperson and
incumbent SRE chairperson Lwando
Nhkamisa (25), believes SU students
do not generally huve an sppetite for
political student organisations. “By
this | mean they do not see the need
for political organisations.”

Current SASCO Maties Branch
Secretary Maxwell Mlangeni (22],

a 3rd year BSC in Forestry student,
shares a different view. “Most
students are aware of the role of
student-led organisations but chocse
to be ignorant towards organisations
because some students choose to be
apolitical”

Mkamisa, who is doing his Masters
in Agricultural Economics, adds that
unlike other universities, there is
little support from the university for
political student organisations ol SU.

“When [ was chairperson of
DASD, we encountered a lot of
resistance from the university
[management]. Nkamisa adds that
there is a certain stigma that is
attached to people if they are seen
tovbe a part of a particular pelitical
organisation, “Students are weary
of politics because they see being
openly 4 member of 4 certain
political party, people may ostricise
vou!

Hlatswavo believes that student-
led organisations still have relevance
in university settings. “If students
are taking part in leadership rofes,
thiere exists 4 sense of security-and
representation”

Mkamisa disagrees. “Part of
students not understanding the

they pet robbed of their phones”

Martin expluined that these
crimes-are hard to track because they
happen so quickly and frequently
According to the latest official South
African crime statistics, common
robberies in Stellenbosch have
increased by 10.8% between March
2016.and March 2017

A victim of cellphone theft,
Cheron Randall (23}, a BComm
Honours student in Information
Systems Management, explained
that her phone was stelen out of her
bag during & night owt, *1 wanted to
get hold of my friends, so | kept on
checking my bag to make sure my
phone was there and at some point,
itwasn't”

Randall said that her phone
quickly went off the radar as she
searched for it using the “Find my
iPhane” upp that night and a few

days afterwards. She agreed that
such crimes are indeed hard to track

because it happened to her discreetly

and she was not able to track it,

A security guard, who has wished
ta stay anonymous, explained that
there is now much better security on
CATTIPUS

Simce the Group 4 Securicor’s
(545} contract ended in March
2018, Pro Events took over as the
mlin security company on 5U
campus. Due to this, the security
puard explained that there is a lot
of uncertainty in terms of what
the company is capable of and the
medsures they will be implemienting
Lo keep students safe.

The puard explained that there
is a lack of incentive that compels
campus security guards to keep
students safe, “You can't Tive on
R5000 & month when you have to
support o family of six. That is not
liveable at all. And if
wie have to-get paid to “
keep the students safe
then we have to get paid
enough because we pul
our lives in danger for

You can't live
on R5000 a

Campus security 154 contentious
topic among students. While some
sy that they do feel safe when they
se¢ security officers on camipus,
others disagree.

Sphiwo Mchunu (23}, 2 marketing
management student said, "is safe
during the day but at night you feef
unsafe. Sometimes you have to study
until late and there is a campus
security service and you can call
them to be safe but if you're & guy,
they are not always willing to help”

Tamlyn February (19, a BA
Humanities student, explained that
she was walking on Merriman Street
after a night put with her friend

After-asking a campus security
officer on patrol to drive them
home on Victoria Street, they were
denied help. February did explain
however, that she is pleased with
the presence of security guards on
campus but feels that their services
are nconsistent.

The town's police
department has
reiterated that
they are doing
all that they can

them.” month when to keep students

In terms of the and residents safe
approach to their }'UU have to despite minimum
work. he sald, "a lot is 5 uP pﬂ rt a TESOUTCES.

expected of us while we
are nol getting paid well
enough,

“Some of us care about our jobs,
some of us don't. The maney we get
is not enough to risk our lives but
because we [ove this job, we will do
anything. Some of us don't care”™

E

petite for politics

family of six

“We really are
trying everything
Wi can o nssist
everybody. With the minimum
resources that we have, it is our duty
to keep you safe so we really are
trying by all means 1o help and take
charge,” said Martin.

Farmer SASCO Maties Branch Exscutive Committee member Thulanl Hlatswayo, former DASD Chalrperson Lwando
Nkamisa and current SASCO Maties Branch Secretary Maxwell Mlangen| talking about the need for students and
Stelienbosch University (SU) management to recognize the crucial mle student-led political organisations play.
PHOTO: Hamvya Somdyala

role of student organisation has
to do with the leaders of those
arganisations. We don't explain to
them the importance of student-led
arganisations, especially palitical
organisations in terms of activism
and the creation of a fully rounded
student who will encounter politics
when he or she leaves university and
enters the workplace” adds Nkamisa
“People need to invest their time
in student organisations.” Mlangeni
addz. “In student-led organisations
ane learns how to fead people who

have different views from what you
stand for. You alsa learn to stand
firm for what youw strongly believe
in.

“In the next five years I think
student-led organisations would
be moving in & different direction.
There will be a point where they
will go bo an extent of addressing
community related issues with the
understanding that we are members
of the community before being
university students. Far example,

1 believe that the community of

Kayamandi should be benefiting a
Iot from SU, especially considering
its proximity to the university. says
Mbangeni,

According to Hlatswayo, “within
the mext five years, students will be
more prepared than they are now
for the working world. We need to
remove the ‘there are things thit
the university does not teach you'
notion. It is not only about lectures
and degrees at the end of the day bul
also increased participation within
organisations other than academics”



Wilhelm Schumann

CC is exceflency also wenl
b0 view 2 certsin region
which is situated about

three to four hours [on horseback)
from it | Somersct-West region]. It
consists of a level valley with several
thousand morgen of heautiful
pasturage, also very suitabie for
agriculture. Through the valley
[lows a very impressive freshwater
river with its banks fringed with
beautiful tall trees and these trees
are very suitable both for timber
and fuel. in the river a small island
wis discovered around which the
water streams and which is densely
overgrown with beautiful high trees
There the Honourable Commander
toak his night’s rest and as no one in
authority had been there before, he
called it Stellenbosch”

And with thut, the very first piece
of written history on the Eikestad
was laid down on paper in the Dutch
Commander Simon van der Stefs
journal entry for November 8, 1679
The commander had ust returned
to the Castle of Good Hope from a
five day excorsion in which he had
visited the regions to the south-west
of Cape Town. His discovery set in
motiona chain of events that would
eventually result in the formation of
a place and space that more than
170 000 people now call home:

Throughott the years, there
have been many driving forces
steadily shaping and reshaping the
urban space and nature of central
Stellenbosch. However, relatively
recently. a new phenomenaon,
called studentification, seems to be
reshaping the urban fabric of the
fowmn.

By 1852, the towns spatial
growth had been shaped not anly
by its Nourishing farming and
manufacturing industries, but
also by the thriving service sector
that had formed around these
industries. The establishment of
schools like Rhenish {1860}, Paul
Roos {1866), Bloemhof (1875), and
later the Victoria College (1887),
pul Stellenbosch on the map s 2
centre for academic excellence:
Although these schools played,
and still play, a considerable role in
shaping the urban character of the
towm, Stellenbosch University would
eventually become synonymous with
Stellenbosch as a town

In April 1918, Victoria College
acquired oniversity status and was
renamed Stellenbosch University. Al
the time, the institution comprised
503 students, 40 lecturing staff, and
baoasted a physics lsboratory, library
and buildings for education and
sCience.

100 years later the open plan
campus consists of more than a
hundred buildings thet are home 1o
a world-class array of faculties and
departments,

According to o peer-reviewed
2014 academic paper. co-authored
by four scholars including
Stellenbosch University's very own
professor of urban geography,
Ronnie Donaldson, the University
had 11 379 repistered students by

up201s [ (!

Studentification is a strong driving
force behind townscape change

A studant makes herway past 24 Soetewside Road, an exceliant exampis of & student housa with multiple sccapants, commenly reifersd to aza

digs. PHOTOS: Wikhelm Schumanm,

Tha Factory, in Seetewsida Road, ks a patfect axample of purpose-built student accomodation.

Prafessor Ronnie Donaldson

1990, 26 264 by 2010, and 28 000
by 2013. As of 2017, the university
has 31 639 students and o personnel
corps of 3429,

Although this massive influx of
students over the last few decades
might not seem likea bad thing,
such a rapid boom in the student
body has presented the town
with a set of serious challenges
encapsulated in ane process:
studentificatinn.

According to Prof. Gustay Visser
of SU's department of geography
and environmenta studies,
studentification occurs “when you
have a load of students moving into
an area.

“Typically, they stay in éither
privately keld accommodation
that’s purpose-buill, or jost normal
residential accommedation that is
being rented out. Baslcally, it boils
down Lo an invasion of students into
formerly residential areas which aré
wsually close to the maln campus of the
university”

Visser and his colleapue Donaldson
both feel that the most affected area is
D Weide, the suburh running paralls]

Professor Gustav Visser

to campus to the north of Merriman
Reoad

“The student numbers are (e main
driving force. The university has o big
role to play in how the town has been
shaped over the last 10 to 15 years
becawse of their inaction In muking
sure that there is accommodation
oppartunities for students. As a result
the private business entrepreneurs szw
an oppartunity

“And that is why thut whale
suburb [ De Weide] became
studentified. They [private
developers] saw the opportunity: A
need for accommeoedating students
close to campus in-a high-density
fashion. So essentially it's the
university on the ome side, driving
the numbers up, and then obviously
thie private industry catering to
the massive demand for student
housing” says Denaldson.

To this he adds that he was
recently informed that there are
now 24 000 students on campus and
that, a5 far as he knows, rooghly a
third of these students are-housed in
Tesidences,

What this means is that

11379

registered students in 1990

26 964

28 000
31 639

approximately L6 000 students
are left to find their own
accommuodation,

This dynamic, which repeats
itself year in and year out, is rapidly
changing the spatial characteristics
of some of Stefllenboschs oldest
suburbs.

Studentification can have many
impacts on the social, cultural,
environmental, and economic
aspectsaf a town or suburb and
there are & variety of factors
influencing the process. The impact
can be good or bad and differ from
one place to the next as the context
changes. Visser points out that it
is important not to generalise and
that each stident town or suburb
adjicent to a university has its own
manifestation of studentification.

Commenting on the
transformation of the suburbs De
Weide and Universiteits-Dord,
Donaldson says that they “were once
middie-income residential areas
where many academics vsed to stay
Much of the historic character has
been destroved. One can probably
say # close-knil neighborhood
community wias completely broken
up”

Donaldson adds, there could be
all sorts of spin-off effects that lead
to the physical or environmental
deterioration of studentified suburbs
like noise, teaffic; overpopulation.
inconsiderate parking, limited
parking space, ubandoned gardens,
vandalism, and crime.

“Specifically crime in pur case,
because whit we are creating now, is

2 dead space, because for almost four
months of the year there’s basically
no one there. So we have the town
here [eentral Stellenbosch] and now
there's a completely dead space of

& whole suburb and thats ample
opportunity for criminals to break in
and steal things over the holidays”

Wisser adds that, contrary to
the international understandings
of the process, Stellenbosch’s case
does not entirely add up. Firstly,
no student orientated services like
bars, laundromats or cafes have
popped op in these suburbs and,
secendly, besides increased traffic
and noise issues, the neighborhoods
in question have not fallen into any
serious decline.

“Everyone goes to the Helshoopgte
Spar or they go to the Jower part of
campus. There is nothing specific
for students in the area. The
neighbourhood looks better now
than it did 10 years ago because
of all the purpose-built student
sccommodation that’s gone into it
Visser exclaims, sounding a little
amused.

“When [ was vourage a fot of my
lecturers actually lived in De Weide
Normal houses, you know. Many of
s, myselt included, wanted to have
the whale digs thing. And eventually
a lot of us ended up living on this
side of town [lower De Weide]. And
then ane by one all the houses there
became student houses,

“People started to buy up houses
for students, cramming a lot of
s into one house. This was in the
early 90 That’s when we had this
big influx of students. So you have
this kind of situation where. one by
one, these homes started to become
student houses and one by one
peaple wanted to leave the suburb
because you know .. stodents are
students.”

Struggling to find the right words,
Visser adds, “so there is some form
of, I'd hate to call it pentrification,
because ith nol that, the class isnlt
different

“It ts middle-class and upper-class
kids replacing middle-class families
and professionals. So 1 don't think
thut is an issue”

What is an issue, however, is the
effect studentification is having
on the housing market. On one
hand, the massive demand for
student accommodation is making
it impossible for middle-income
groups to afford property in the
affected areas and on the other, the
type of howsing being built only
caters for a very specific person,
ie astudent. Without some sort
of intervention from the university
andfor municipality there could be
SErIOUS COMRSEqUENCOS.

“We're running into a situation
where you're going to oversupply
the market, My fear of this is: what
happens when you oversupply on
this particular type of housing
|purpose-built stadent hoosing|?”

“You can't use it for anything else.
Basically you're getting 4 bachelor’s
tlat with shared communal areas. But
that’s it

“If that oversupplies, whio are you
going to pot into it* Unlike Cape
Tewn, Stellenbosch just doesn't have
an alternative market”

el de bR S e S
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Style Indaba turns

Rooiplein into Runway

Showcasing
campus
couture on
social media

Casey Delport

ive yedrs agn, on an average

day. students at Stellenbosch

University (3U) would stroll
tor class dressed and draped in
their favourite chinos and leggings
These putfits were, come rain or
shine. paired with their favourite
pair of “plallkies” all vear-round,
with a few exceptions. Wow, fashion
in Stellenbosch is on the rise as
students are regularfy seen in linen
dresses, colarful prints and even high
fashion brands such as Balenciaga
and Off-White.

The recent upswing in fashion
interest around campus is Tooted
in the impact that social media,
especially Instagram and Pinterest
liave, It 35 hard 1o look past the roles
that “influencers” and celebrities,
such as the Kardashian family and
models like Luka Sabbat and the
Hadid sisters, have played in shaping
the current fashion lundscape

Trends have always shaped and
influenced people to dress in wiais
that the general public sees as
fashionable.

Even before Instagram became the
social media superpower it is toduy,
Stellenbosch was flooded by the
plague of white Converse All-Star
high-tops from 2014 to-around the
end of 2015,

Many brands have, in recent years,
reinvented themsclves catering
specifically to an audience that
consumes their products on social
media first. Products are teased
in impeccably well thought ot
ad campaigns that match or even
trump the waork done by established
compinies.

Cast your mind to Balenciagas
“paparazzi” campaign for spring
2018%, or Kanye West using Instagram
alone to showcase his Yeezy season
6 range. Locally, online presence
brands fike Sol-Saol have garnered
attention mainly through social
miedis

Jacket with brown berat.

The Style indaba team from left to dght: Viwe Banxa (23), Bagclne Gabelana (21).
Nicole Weels (21) and Zolisa Pule (21). PHOTDS: Casey Delport

Mow, more than ever, a larpe
number of young adults are so
cultured in developments in fashion
that individuals see and incorporate
fashion from different areas,
“whether that be trends originating
in Johannesburg or Cape Town? said
Danielle Gradwell (21), » member of
Style Indaba.

Viwe Benxa (23), a student in
B Social Work at SU, started the Stvle
Indaba page as a student movement
which gives recognition to students
who invest time and effort into
curating & distinctive look for
themselves.

“Tstarted Style Indaba because
of my love for fashion and styling.
However, the main reason was the
whole misconception of Stellies
fashion.” He says he got fed-up with
the narrative that all SU students
wear "plaklies” and shorts without
consideration for their appearance,

“stellies people can actually dress

Zolisa Puke poses in a Zara outlit on
the bridge over the SU Library.

People do put in the effort every
maorning into what they wear and the
page wis designed Lo recognise those
peaple who actoally think before
they dress.”

Benxa teels that Instagram is
currently influencing Stellies fashion
“What I mean is people buy or wear
things thal zre on Instagram,” he

Viwe Benxa. the co-founder of Style
Indaba

- =

Bagcinge Gabelana, the cofounder of
Style Indaba in Karl Lagerfeld.

Naledi Yona (21). Danlelle Gradwell {21),

sitid. He also feels that Style Indaba
is an influencer and that those who
feature on the pape should also be
seen as influencers.

Fashion has experienced a
revolution since Benxa started
studying at SU “During my first year,
you could literally count the people
on campus that dress nicely and
actually put in the etfort)” he said

The Style Indaba Instagram page
his grown to be well-known around
campus, for ane student’s outhit or
another’ entire wardrobe It might
seem vain, but everybody enjoysa
compliment about the way they are
dressed and that isexactly what Style
[ndaba does: observe wnd search for
that one special outhil on campus to
show appreciation for

Bagcine Gabelana (21}, co-founder
of Style Indaba and classmate of
Benxa. shares this view: °[ feel as
though it {fashion] will still have
a big jump now thit there's Style

Danielle Gradwell on the roof of the SU
Library in red details.

1397

Instagram followers

04 May
2017

Page established
*at time of writing

1

Style Indaba is
an influencer,
but the people
that feature on
Style Indaba
are the real
influencers

Indaba because people are actually
getting recognised. | mean who
wouldn't want to be?" safd Gabelana

She explained that she loves being
ebie to recognise fashionable people.
“It makes the space more exciting
because you see different styles from
different social circles and it lights up
campus a little”

The Style Indaba team also agreed
that SU fashion has evolved ina very
short peried of time, with students
taking more and more inspiration
from what they see anfine.

This brings its own challenges
a5 most brands seen on Instagram
are not available in South Africa
However, people have worked
around this by using the branded
clothes as inspiration and
interpreting the loaks in their own
Ways.

SU fashion is best explained by
MNaledi Yona (21), who is alsoa
member of the Style Indaba team:
“Stellies fashion is growing as
opposed Lo before. When | came
here, leggings and skinny jeans were
enough to prove slavage’ but now,
students are more experimental”

“It's not about doing it for others,
bt rather as a way to showcase
yourselE Show what malkes you an
individual and who knows, with the
beaps being made in Stellenbosch,
we may consider the Rooiplein a
catwalk sooner than later”

Nicole Weels in front of grafitti on the
Meelsie post boxes.
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Stellenbosch
surround the

Centuries of timeless Lanzerac

Grethe Besthier

all stellenbosch oak trees
guard the road (o Lanrerac
Estate, A freshness and
an earthiness Enper in the air.
On your right-hand side. you
can see outstretched vineyards,
with large purple grapes glinting
in the sunfight. Ahead lies thie
magnificent Cape Dutch design of
Lanzerac: Blue mountains embrace
thie estate, keeping it safe.

It almost seems impossible that
less than a year ago, fire and thick
blaclk smoke sowed its devastation
here.

Dating back to 1692, Lanzerac
will celebrate its 326th apniversary
this year

When Simion van der Stel
arrived in Stellenbosch. he gave
the firm to its first owner Isaac
Schrijver.

The breath-taking views inspired
him 1o name it Schoongezicht
Even today, standing on the lawn,
vou can still see views of the

It is not all

Stacey Titus

It is 17:00. The end of the scademic
day at Stellenbosch University (SU),
Draylight is slowly fading and so is
the foot traffic in Ryneveld Streel 1t
is the weekend.

stellenbosch is a student town,
where, for more than 100 years,
students have enjoyed the freedom of
life on campus. In 2018, that means a
night out in one of the many bars or
clubs around towin.

As darkness falls, students head
for a night on the town. Making your
weay down Andringa Street, past
the vacant Arts and Social Sciences
building, ambient noize can be heard
in the distance

The glow of the streetlights und
those emunating from the windows
of nearby apartments provide just
enough light to see the girls and guys
alike making their way 1o Bohemia
or the Happy Oak. A dilemma is
being discussed about whether to
go in or wait for a friend before
entering. Qut of nowhere a piercing
shriek comes from a group of girls
wha spot thelr companion

Raock music comes from the
corner of the street. The smetl of
cigarette smoke and spilled alcohol
ot brown wooden table outside
becomes immediately appuarent
Entering Bohemia. a lol of voices
try o speak over the music and the

magnificent Table Moumntain on o
clear duy.

In the years following, many
buyers desired the land. The most
prominent of the purchases was by
a womian called Elizabeth Kathering
Enpfish A South African by birth,
she married & wealthy diamand
merchant from Britain who maved
in powerful circles in the UK

When her hushand died, Kitty (as
she was called by her friends and
family} returned to South Africa
Shie boarded a ship and took on the
stormy seas to the Cape of Good
Hope. Such a daunting journey was
unostal for ¢ woman to do aong,
and so she earned herself the title of
“Wamuan of Great Enterprise”

This feisty and determined worman
saw Schoongezicht and immediately
fell in love with it In 1914 she
bought it for £18 000,

Kitty changed the mame to
Lanzerac; apparently in reference to

a French general she deeply admired,

Charles Lanrezac. She then planted
21 varietals of grapes.

Oine of thése varietals was
Pinotage. 1925 saw the birth of
South Africas first unigue wing
grape variety, with-an intense and
{ntriguing character. Lanzerac ls
known as the official "House of
Pmolage”

"Lanzerac was the first farm to
bottle Pinotage inthe world)” says
Winand Lategan, Lanzeracs Wi
maker since 2005

In 1958 the Lanzerac hote] wis
built, and the glory of Lanzerac
arrived with il Famous cheese
lunches and the iconic Lanzerac
Rose inthe teardrop bottle. It was the
start of the polden days. Ask any old
Mutie about the glory of Lanzerac,
and theywill tell you abeul the
legenduary cheese lunchies: big wheels
of cheese on a farmhouse tmble and
Tannie Koekics freshly baked bread,
A generous offering for next to
nothing

“Far R1, and later B2, you could
et us moch as you wanted. There
was 4 farpe variety of butter, cheeses,
treshly baked bread and thick soup

thiat always made mie think of my
mother. We sometimes succeeded
in being served wine without even
paying; says Gert Heunis, a Matie
from 1978 to 1982,

“After six in the évening you had
Lo pust on 4 tie. | remember one
evening, one of my friecnds didn’t
have & tie; and just put on his belt as
e,

Old Maties might also fefl you of
Oom Manie whe manned the bar for
a good 50 years:

“Manie was o popular. When
students cami here they drank by
him. And when they come back
one diy when they wre old, they
still remember him:" says [erry
Hermunus, who his worked at
Lanzeracsince 2005.

Hermanus, with his warm
eyes and creased face, hails from
lohannesburg.

"By the time 1 decided to cpme
here 1 was still 4 very small boy.

I knew nothing of what was
happening in Cape Town. Lanzerac
was & big name; [ said okay, I'm

golng 1o go there”

Eut the plory of Lanzerae was
threatened by tlames on the night
of 28 Wy last year. There was
a-wedding. The party had jusi
gong to bed. The smell of smake
and stranpge sounds alarmed the
night weditor. He walled into the
lounge. Flames were licking at the
hotels walls.

All the guest areas suffered
Drecindes of history — photos,
documents and letters - destroyed.

Due to the extensive damage by
& suspected electrical fire the hotel
was closed for @ year, but that
yvear ends soon. Excitement hangs
tingibly in the air as the hotel is
scheduled to re-open on the 1" of
Tuly 2018 The glory will not anly
be restored, but magnified. The
damaged areas have been redone
and five new rooms added.

According to Jo-Anna Looms,
the head of murketing. Lunzerac is
“really starting fresh”

“Like a phoenix rising from the
shes. for Stellenbosch to enjoy”

work and no play at Stellenbosch University

cool air showly dissipates. Scurrying
feet rush past to take orders and the
friendly and quick bar staff serve
customers around the packed bar
ared

Clase by, the small but brightiy lit
Golden Tuckshop has its doors open.
The shop assistant stands behind the
counter. An assoriment of cigarettes
is arranged on the shelves behind
him. Passersby make their way down
Beyers Stegie. 1o go to “the Quad”

Situated here is Tin Roof, Stones,
and Catwalk. Along with the buzz
of multiple conversations taking
place ina long quene of people
waiting to go into Catwalk, there
is lowd music spilling from these
establishments making it almost
impossible to discern which songs
are playing. Big red umbrellas cover
waoden lables outside Stones and
the doors are wide open. At one
of the tables sits Cheznay Thomas
{20}, 2 BEd student and his friends.
He spends hours after classes every
evening in Homarga studying for
upand coming tests and finishing
assignments. However, every once
in & while he likes to go oot 1o take
a break. Big smiles surround him as
the young man chats the night away
with his friends.

After having not been out in
a while, an excited Jean Davidse
{2%) is'seen enjoying his night out
in Stellenbosch. He isalocal IT

People at Stones playing pool on o Friday night. PHOTO: Stacey Titus

Technician. The green-eyed young
man with his bubbly personality
and friendly smile cannol contain
his-excitement because he has won
earphones, a speaker, and Golden
ircle ticlkets to go and see Chance
The Rapper live in concert fater

this year. Davidse says he s “having
ane of the best nights of his life

and met many new people” Full

of charisma and charm, he has no
problem striking up a conversation
BA Intermational Studies student
Chad Petersen (21 says that he
goes to Entourage and Tin Roof
with his friends when he goes out in
Stellenbosch. He prefers to go there
because these establishments play

the type of music that he likes, such
as hip-hop and rap. Petersen says he
does not go to places that play trap
music, &5 it is not his genre of cheice.

Just outside Catwalk at the ATM,
there is a scutfle. Someone screams,
“ was here first!”

Suddenly three peoplein the
gueve hurry to keep two guys avay
from each other just before fists start
b fly:

Bystanders nearby stare for a few
seconds and then continue chatting
&5 they were before the incident.

Friday nights and days before a
public holiday are wsually the busiest
nights in Stellenbosch. When lights
arise at these places, the way the
situation is dealt with ditfers from
place to place. The bouncers either
kick both parties out, or just the
one who started it depending on the
place

At about 1:30 there are far less
people in the Quad, and down
Beyers Stegie. The Golden Tuckshop
is still open with one client inside.
The friendly shop owner asks the few
peaple who pass by if they can offer a
stranded young man a place to stay.

Back in Andringa Streel there is
still a buzz “Bye!” scream a group
of friends as a few of them go in
opposite directions, signalling the
end of their night. Doors close as
staff clean up and cash up - ready to
go home o the end of the night.
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Alundroh Sibanda

s one enters the Student
Representative Councll
[SRC) boardroom at
Stellenbosch University (SU a
glimpse of the right side of the room
revedls a gallery of previous SRCs.
The most recent pictures will show
three black African SRC presidents.
However, when Axolile Qina,
Nomzamas Niombeld, and Lwanda
Mkamisa are asked the question:
“Would you do it again?”, their
answers are resounding “ng’s’
These three presidents have sat
in & coveted seat and faced their
fair share of challenges. “T wasn't
carrying only.a legacy, 1 wis
carrying legacies.” says Ntombela,
the first female black Atrican chair
2016/2017
They canfronted challenges in
the form of student movements,
as npportunities for their SRCY (o
showcase their abilities to resolve
contlict
In 2015, Qina was elected as the
first bluck African SRC president and
the #FeesMustFall movement spread
across the country that Crctober.
He believes that the #FeesMustFall
protests “imipacted my leadership
and term negatively. This is because
I was fulsely accused of calling the
cops on the students. This led o
deeper student distrust and also
mistrust within the SRC itself. We
never really healed from that asa
team”
Niombels found that her
involvement in the movements,

B

Axalile Qina (2015 - 2016)

#0penStellenbosch and
#FeesMustFall before her term made
her job ditficult

“In my first initial contact with
sOmeDne fTom senior management,
they said to me: "You can't address
me in English, you must speak to
me in Afrikaans’ He said ‘you think
I've forgotten that you sat across the
kable from mie last yearand shouted
atme?

However, ll three SRC presidents
experienced dramatic moments
before and during their terms. Gina
iknown as “Diamond”) survived
a #DiamondMustFall student
parliament sitting which resulted
in the disintegration of student
pirliament until 2017

Ntombelas election was initially
disputed. The final decision was
that Ntombela had enough votes te
occopy the position,

Mhkamisa was disqualified from the
2016 SR elections after his enail
to Democratic Alliance Student
Organisetion {DASOD) members

LIP2018 e

Black SRC Chairs face adversity

Nomzamo Niombela {2016 - 2017)

violated the election rules against
“ssing any form of coercion intended
to persuade someone to vote for any
particubar candidite”

All three black African SRC
presidents believe that they were not
well received for different reasons
Qina believes his vision of human
consciousness which highlights
character before racial divisions was
widely rejected in a season when
people wanted free education and SU
tor change its language of instrection,

“I remember 1 got about 80
messages on Twitter to step down on
the very night of my appointment as
SRC chairperson, even threatening
messages on Facebook: T ended
up delfeting bath accounts because
it wasn't healthy and extremely
negative” Qina recafls

MNtombela believes that her
refusal 1o align herself with any
political party led to some intermal
resistance towards her, Ultimately,
disagreements with her vision led
to her committee degenerating inbo

Lwando Nkamisa (20017 - 2018)
PHOTOS: SU Corporate Communication

factions:

Mkamisa believes that his
reception was mixed but he
highlights that his dissdvantage
was “being black, African and DA
Within the black circles thatsa
taboo. You just cam't do that, in
Steflenbosch specifically”

He was never apologetic far his
political stance. Nkamisa clarified
that although he may have not been
well received in black circles. the
mafority of the people who voted for
him were people of colour

Although they endured
rollercoaster terms, these SR chairs
defied great odds. Qina is a recipient
of the Professor Russel Botman
founded Recruitment Bursary and
he received the Mandela Rhodes
Scholarship in 2016,

Nhkamisa said: “ 10 years ago, 1
must have been doing grade 8 or
8, [ was In a township school. I
was packed, hot and stutfy. We all
knew we had no future, We were
either going o work as cashiers, taxi

drivers or security guards. With me,
there was such a sense of rebellion
that T wanted to prove everyone
wrong”

Mtombela emphasised that the
university does not give enough
supporl ta student leaders,
“especially black student leaders”
considering the potential struggles
with mental health when one
oocupies these positions.

They all say that there is 4 greater
purpose to the role of cheirperson
than merely being the ‘number one
student’ on campus. Qina said, “then
| prayed & bit and felt God leading
me to stand for SRC chairperson. So
I went for it out of obedience and
when 1 got it | cried my eyes out
because God didn't lie te me when
he led me on that roote”

Ntambelas campaign was 2
collective effort by friends and well-
wishers who believed that she was
perfect for the role of feading whal
ultimately became the first majority-
black SRC in 20160 at a crucial time
in South African student politics.

Mhkamisa said: *1 didn't even know
that you get paid to be in the SRC
It was never about personal gain
Oer country has lots of problems,
however, we are better together”

Mkamisa and Niombela say that
their appointments mean that black,
poor children can follow their
dreams,

Qina sums it up: "I desire for
people to know who they are and
why they are here so that they can
reach their full potential and bea
light for others to see”

Goldfields pioneers the way for students of colour

Cally Ballack

“If you're positioned ontside, you
will feel like an outsider after o
while. There were times when
campus newspapers would interview
all the residence heads for whatever
reason; except Goldfields. Being
further away from other residences
credted an ‘out of sight, out of mind’
ided”

Pieter Kloppers, Director of the
Centre for Student Communities,
evocatively remembers his days
as the former resident head at
Goldiields Residence, which was
the first ever residence for students
of colpur at Stellenbosch University
(sU).

Goldfields was solated outside the
bubble of central Stellenbosch doe
to the geographical estrangement
of different races throughout
the apartheid era. In 1978, SU
opened the doors of its white-only
mstitution to students of colour.

Provided students met the
requirements and could not
study their chosen course at an
imstitution for students of colour,
they were permitted (o register as
undergraduate students at SU upon
acceptance:

However, this-was hardly a
straightforward process for students
of colour, explained Dr Leslie Van
Rooi, the Senior Director of Social
Impactand Transformation, as well
as the Goldfelds Onder-Primarius
during the early 200075, when

reflecting on the experience that
some of kis peersand colleagues
endured,

At first, every student of colour
who wanted o study at Stellenbosch
hud to get special police clearance.
The security police would visit your
familyand see how you interacted
and lived, and to see if you were
rowdy or not, Thereafter they would
receive 4 spectil permit tostudy at
Stellenbosch”

An increased influx of students of
colour to SU meant an lxsufficient
availability of housing for them
Viin Rood explained that with the
Group Areds Act during 1978,
Hammanshand Road, situated an
the northern end of campus, was
one of the few roads whereby SU
could offer accommodation to
students irrespective of their skin
colour, as it did not fit into a4 specific
rucial area,

Naturally, this cansed a
heightened need for accommo-
dation for students of colour at SU

Kloppers explained that the Gold
Fields Mining Company donated
R1 million in 1986 towards the
establishment of a residence for
students of colour. At the fime,
Mutieland reported that it was the
largest sam of money which had
been denated 10 SU and allowed
far the birth of the Goldfields
community in 1987, where stadents
of coloar could live in a student-
dominated environment

Stelienbosch was a microcosm

The main entrance of Goldfields Residence. PHOTD: Cally Ballack

which mimicked the nirrative of
wpartheid at larpe throughout South
Africa Goldfields was o hub of
resilience against apartheid, and a
community of reform leading up to
1994,

The first resident head of
Goldfields, Professor Willie
Esterhuyse, “as depicted in the
film Emd Game, was part of secret
negotiations which played a huge
role in bringing both sides together
during and ut the end of apartheld.
The Goldfielders knew shouol these
secrel talks because he let them
in. They were pretty much, along
with the rectorat the Hme, the only
external peaple who knew about the

secrel negotiations going on at that
time. That invalvement was there!
said Kloppers.

Goldfields was present in the
metamorphosis from apartheid to
racial integration. Moving forard
subsequent to apartheid, Van Rooi
explined that “there necds o be
an understanding of co-learning or
unlearning in the residence spaces
as the experiences of everyone are
wery ditferent. but the big influence
is also where we are asa nation and
where we are not isa nation.

“The beauty of a residentially
orientated campus. 1s is ours,

15 that you can become part of
& community that guides your

understanding oflife and will 4id

your skills to navigate through

life and help with learning and
unlesrning. If you don't have the
opportinity to share your life with
peaple who have a totally ditferent
outlook ind experience of life, how
will you learn that your experience
isi't the only experience of what is
right-and wrong within society?”

When explaining what the
community of Goldfields meam
for students of calour and thought
lezders on campus. Kloppers
nostalgically explained that "vou
wonder if South Africacan actually
make it when we were driven apart
in the eightiez, but Goldfields healed
my heart.

“The bluckand coloured students
who stayed af Goldfields at the time
were-s-minority, and many felt like
that on campus as well!" said an
empathetic Kloppers.

But on the northern side of
campus they were surrounded
by o community of people who
understood what it felt like to paint
central campus with colour as they
witlked upon the white canvassed
cimpus grounds

Nadia Muatulich {21}, a corrent
Goldfields resident and final year
ECom Economic Stience student,
explained: "One thing 'm proud of
Goldhelds for is that they always
try. Yes. our numbers are smrall. but
we are always trying to innovate
change; speak about issues and
miake our vaices heard”
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Theology is relevant at secular SU

Christi Nortier

ext to the students, sticking

aut af a bin, Is un empty

wine bottle. They lounge on
the bench in the shaded garden as
cigarette smoke clouds their words:
Others move up and down a maze
of wooden staircases between grand
lectire halls.

They study a range of subjects, but
they have one book they all use: the
Bible:

“The major topics are African-
isation and decolonisation of the
curricufum. Students wanl to have
1 space where they can have their
own understanding of why they are
studving theology”

Dewald Jacobs, chairperson of
the Theology Student Committes
[TSC), has a quiet confidence which
becomes animated as he explains
how thie TS wants to help students
at the Faculty of Theology (FT) of
Stellenbosch University (SU) to not
only excel academically, but also
socially and spiritually

He resembles the corrent dean.
Prof. Reginald Nel. He has said that-
“As it is well known, our university

Students challenge the university's language policy. PHOTO: Open Stellenbosch Facebook

has a particular kind of history and
that is why we consciously say we
don't celebrate, but commemorate
ot 100 years. .. We are consclous of
our own complicity as a university
and as a faculty. But also, we are
conscious and committed to a
journey of transformation”

Students and staff wonder how
far the faculty has come given its
checkered past and uncertain future.
A crossroads. indeed.

When Dr. Mary-Anne Plaatjies-
van Huffel began wark at the
theology faculty in 2010, she was
onte of a few black female staff’

She was the first female ordained
miniter of the Dutch Reformed
Family und hiolds two theology
doctorates. During her eight years

at SU, 4 lot has changed. The faculty
his drawn in students and staff of
diverse denominations, genders and
races. Mare critical theories, such as
feminist and liberation theology were
introduced and specialised centers,
sich as the Gender Unit. were added

Theology as it is now. she says
hus also changed. She explains that,
“theologians write articles and books
abeut deep theological reflections

Dir. Mary-Anne Plaatjles-van Huffel
stands at the foot of the faculty
foundars whose raclalised legacy she
is changing. PHOTO: Christi Mortier

about the word of the Lord. But, it is

not orly about approaches to reading

and understanding the Bible, but also

understanding the Bible in context”
However, the context of this

is even more crucial. “We ure in

Africa! This meuns that we must ask

ourselves: Are we busy doing enough
to make sure Africans are trained
well enough to fill appointments

at faculties as senior lecturers and
assoctate professors? That is one of
our huge challenges corrently. There's
still 2 wity to go”

The facully has opened itself
up to the Christian community of
Stellenbosch in an effort to not be an
“ivory tower’, as Plaatjies-van Hudfel
put it. Each member of the teaching
staff is attached to a local church
where they preach, teach catechism
or do Bible studies. “Every one of us,
on i weekdy basis, has close contact
with a local congregation. .. It makes
sure there is atwo way flow of
information.”

Jacobs says stodents can see thit
the faculty is working hard to make
progress. They are encouraged by the
increasing number of black tutors,
“they are students who are stepping
up and showing that they want to be
in academia” The TSC represents
the voice of theology students in
the “renewal” of the Bachelor of
Theology programme which is being
workshopped by staff

He says the students cagerly

enter spaces where they can debate
theological questions throogh
different lenses. The TSC of last year
held “Couvrageous Conversations™
which brongh! together theology
students and acedemnics 1o discuss
questions around o range of topics:
The TS then relayved the talking
points to the faculty board on which
they have a seal "l believe that if vou
have a seatal the table, you must
raise your voice at the table becavse
what's the use then of sitting at the
tithle?”

Desplte its seclusion pn the SU
campus, theolagy stuff and stiudents
feel it has-a place and will stay there
Plaatjies-van Huffel says. "I do think
it @ secular university we still have
a space, We must try (o encourage
other faculties to honour our space
and we should contribute to the
discourses which influence church
and sodety, That is the only way we
will secure that people will look st
the faculty and say that they are still
engaging like the other disciplines-
they are contextual. [f we are only
going to pray and train people for
the church then it won't impress
anvone”

5U students partlcipate in the SLUT Walk. PHOTO: Wilne van Rooyen

Three of the most prominent Stellenbosch movements

Kadzamira Modpadji

The teargas has swallowed the air
and wrapped itself around each
lung. Enveloped by smoke, the

fog continues to carry the sounds
of chiaotic screaming from bodies
that exist amongst these very ruins.
Zrowds disperse at the launching of
surprise attacks. Concealed by the
fumes, they collapse: They crumble.
They rise.

“It was moments like this when
we felt held vp by our spirit of
solidarity” said Stellenbosch student
activist Zizipho Doda (21},

As the crowd comes undone,
stripped of bearings and breath, they
remain rooted in their profound
declarstion of defiance and activism
as they rise as pioneers of awareness,
cause and transformation.

“Students from acress the country
were mobilised, fighting for the same
camse,” Fees Must Fall (FME) leader,
Lwazi Pakude {23}, said.

The atmosphere was different - it
wis resilient, argunyentative and
concerned. It consumed the masses
and demanded public attention. The
vinevard horizons of Stellenbosch
University (SU) quickly became the
backdrop of a sensory experience;
this all-consuming energy that
engulfed the town - the proficient art

af protesting.

“The need for political reform is
a recurring theme in political life”
said author of Refornuing the Polifical
System, lose Moroni

The strong sense of displacement
and political powerlessness often
become a shared concern for future
student protests at SU.

“We no longer wanted to remain
numb to the mental shackles that
had been Imposed on vs"said
former African National Congress
Youth League member, Noncedo
Sanda

“The 2015 Fees Must Fall, for black
students, wis a revolution. .. We
took o the streets to shut down
universities in the name of free
education,” said Pakade

There'wasa callective drive and
energy dimed at creating an effective
counter strategy. Sands added that
students were cresting platforms
in which their voices could be
heisrd and unified agendas could
be carried out.

Spurred by intermational
media and local reporting, scenes
of wreckage and desolation
domimated coverage. According
to Doda, “the media failed to
effectively cover the protest
from the perspective of
the students; it was a very

":P"' x

removed and skewed narrative”
Thie stance was on how the protests
affected others as opposed to the
students themselves

The protest wis rooted in the
fightapainst the 8% rising of
tertiary education fees, 9.2% student
accommodation increase, and the
8% Increase in resident meal quotas.
The intensity and significance of the
movement was seen in the 0% fee
increase (n 2016,

The Open Stellenbosch movernent
saw the establishment of a defiant

FEESWILL
<AL NOT US
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Student
particlpating in
Fees Must Fall.
PHOTO: Tony
Maake

campaign that immersed itself in
ideds of Inclusivity for all students.

Protesters refused to accept the
university's pace of transtormation,
placing particular emphisis on
culture and language.

“In arder to build towards a
frundation that ensures progression
one needs to allow comfort of
expression. which languape affords)”
said SU student, ferobiam Julies (24).

The protest challenged barriers
to understanding that saw

non-Afrikaans learners feel
marginalised through the
university’s lanpuape
| policy. The challenping of
the SU language policy
wis rooted in the beliel
that the current language
palicy disregarded
transformative
proposals. According
to an Cipen
Stellenbosch Youtube
video, Luister,
students questioned
the dominance
of Afrikaans in
lectures
Last vear the
streets erupted
again with chants
including “Mo
means nol” and “My

dress is not a ves!”

Over 150 protesters gathered on
campus to fight against issues of
rape culture and the objectifying
of female bodies. *This protest was
about removing ourselves from
passive activism and laking a proper
stance on issues that women face
on i daily basis” said SLUT Walk
participant, Rozanne Mouton {22

“We were saying that its enoogh.
We don't feel safe when we are alone.
von constantly feel harassed by the
ogling of males around you,” said
protester, Carmon De Beer {21}

The SLUT Walk highlighted the
ability for women to gain control of
a marrative and discourse to which
they find themselves. According
to protessor of low at Uganda's
Makerere University, Sylvia Tamale,
in‘an online piece, the protest
asserted that “naked bodies have
the capucity to disrupt and, ina
spectacular way, turn vulnerability
into empowerment”

The prominence of these protests
highlight the establishment of
student activism at SU. According
i SU student Wilné van Rooven,
these protests were about “giving a
voice to the voiceless, fighting for
those who needed protection. It was
about giving to causes greater than
ourselves”
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Stellenbosch mentor-studente streef na versoening

Ross Michoels

Op 'nowintersaand in Julie 1940 het
'n groep studente san die Universiteit
Stellenbosch (US) 'n daad s6 aeklig
gepleeg dat dit vandag nog met pyn
en Iyding herroep word: Die Slag van
Andringastraal;

Dié groep wit studente was
betrokke in ' bakleiery met bruin
imwoners van Stellenbosch naby die
hoek van Andrings- én Pleinstrast
In sy boek Nog altyd hicr gewees: Die
storie vam n Stetlenbosse pemeenskap
(2007}, vertel Hermann Giliomee dat
dic geveg oenskynlik ontstaan het
im afwagting van die Cape Argus wal
laataand afgefewer is

Die bakleiery het vinnig in 'n
klipgooiery ontaard. In Hilton
Biscombe s¢ boek. Jn ons floed, haal
hy Alfred Williams aan, wat die
chaotiese stryd beleel el

“Daar is klippe gegooi en baic
van die studente het seergekry. Die
mense in Andringastraat [..] was
dic slegste daaraan toe, want die
studente het sommer in hul huise
met stokke gekom en almal voor die
hand bygelom.”

Bloed het taamlik gevioe soos
imwaners grusame tonele van '
mini-rasseooriog beleef het. Nog
'n getuienis in dw ons bloed {2006},
Beatie Lawrence, vertel hoe dit'n

i

Hittan

pesels
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FOTO's:
Arleen Siona

donker nalatenskap in die dorp
gelaat het. “Die Viakie was nd
hierdie insident nie meer dicselfde
nie. Verhoudinge is versuur en jy
sou agterdogtig in die darp deur die
witman dopgehon word”

Die De¢mpers-Meyers-
mentorskap-program is amptel ik
deur Christoff Ordendaal en Earl
Caoleman, huiskomiteelede van
onderskeidelik Wilgenhof en
Dagbreek, gestip. Dil dien as™n
platform vir versoening en interaksie
tussen die histories-verdeelde bruin
gemeenskappe van Stellenbosch en
die US deur die ontwikkeling van
minderbevoorregte leerders van
Hoérskoo!l Lickhofl

Volgens Odendaal was die
Slug van Andringastraat 'n
belangrike gebeurtenis wat die
rasseverhoudinge tussen die
universiteil en die imwoners van Die
Ylakte jare Link soo omskryf. Dié

program is vernoem na Dempers
Meyers, 'n Dagbreker wit n
soortgelyle inistatief in 2011 begin
het. Die herlewing van Mevers s¢
droom het plaasgevind met die
75ste herdenkingsjaar van die Slag
van Andringastraat in julie 2015
Dis waarskynlik dat studente van
Wilgenhof en Dagbreek betrokle
wias by die stryd.

Volgens prof. Albert Grundlingh,
in n artikel op die US-webwerf,
wits Hodrskool Lickhoff voorheen
die trots van die Stellenbosse bruin
gemeenskap met 'n gocie reputasie
en toegewyde enderwysers. Leerders
het selfs van die destydse Suidwes-
Afrika {tans Mamibi&) gereis om
die skool by te woon en teen 1959
het die skool meer as 1 000 leerders
gehad.

Diie gemeenskap se trots is egter
uitmelaurgeskeur nadat die US die
skoolperseel oorgenesm het

Dié skool het nove bande met

die geskiedenis van Die Viakleen
die pedwonige verskuiwings van

die 19605, Hieronder moes broin-
en Indiér gesinne verskuif nu die
buitekant van die dorp na Idasvallei,
Cloetesville en Jamestown.

Pigter Nel, primarios van
Dagbreek in 2012, het namens sy
koshuis om verskoning gevra vir
hul betrokkenheid in die Slag van
Andringastraat,

“Oms [Dapbreek| aanviar
verantwoordelikheid vir die gebeure
van die verlede en ons betrokkenheid
daarin deur verskoning te vra
numnens hierdie instansie;” het Nel
volgens Die Burger gese:.

Vilgens Odendaal was daar groot
ontevredenheid met Daghreek
se verskoning op daerdie tydstip.
“Die wit studente het nou gesé:

Ag waarvoor s€ julle nou jammer?
Apartheid is lankal verby!" 'Daghreek:

erlange na Die

Dis Dempers-Meyers-
mentarspan en “mentess”
gedurends 'n debatswerks-
winkel yroear vanjaar by
Hoérskool Lickhaff,

FOTO: Aubrey Muller

i ammer” was 'n groot foke gewees
op kampus. Mense in Dagbreek
wits baie kwaad vir die ou.” het
Odendaal vertel. Gelukkig het die
omstredenheid nie lank gedour nie.
Sedertdien het die Dempers-
Meyers-mentorskapprogram
gitgebret met Minervi- en
Heemstede-dameskoshuise, wat saam
met Dagbreek en Wilgenhot 20 graad
1 1-leerders van Lickhoff mentor.
Met 'n matriekslsagsyfer van
58.4% in 2017, is Hoérskool Lickhotf
' skadu van haar o self. Dit sal
baie vasberadenheid van verskeie
rolspelers ¢is om Hobrskool Liickotf
1 haar vorige glorie te herstel
Shirene Barends. graad
11-grazdhoof, verwelkom dié soort
samewerking by hul skool.
“My droom is dat alle
rofspelers by die skool |... hulle]
veruntwoordelikhede moet weet en
dit nakom?”

Viakte

Arleen Stone

egpesteek fussen
glanshladsye wat
vingers asvaal
laat onder sagte stof, prvk
die gesigte van kinders
by sportwedstryde,
gesinne by pieknicks
in die somerson en
opgedolliede paartjies
wat in mekasr se arms
aor die dansvloer gly.
Hulle-ivk vredeval.
gelubkig en onbewus
van wat van hulle
sou word.
In 1964 het dig
gemeetiskap hul

se geskiedenis vasvang. In sy sitkamer in
Idasvallei vertel Biscombe hoe hy in wat
vandag as Hyneveldt Lodge belendstaun,
grootgewnrd het. Dt was in dié straat waar
hy en sy maats knopperige eikebome vir
krichetpazltjies gebruik het Hier het byna
elke straathoek mel 'n kafee gespog, elk met
sy eie speciality: Forlee se kufee se-reénboog
stickers, Habich se Kafee

s¢ melk-stickers, warm
grondboontjies van die
Hendricks Kafee en Toefie
Kafee sowarm koesisters
met klapper daarop. Die
Empire-bioskoop was 'n
bekendstelling aan 'n wéreld
buite Die Vlakte, wair
laaities ma Westerns gaan
kyk het en as Cowboys and

interpretive skills gehad as wat jy nou

het nie? verduidelik hy. “Maar ek kon
waarneem daar is iets nie pluis hier nie
Prople were sad. Hier sien jy nlorrie kom
en daar laal hy die frrmiture op en dan het
jy gewnnder waar paan die mense”

Bure het na verskillende “keurfing-
woongebiede” verhuis,

“Die Vlakte was letterlik
opgebreek. Ons sukkel
MOU N0 OM O0s 5 Wil e
kry. Dt lyk of die mense
in Idasvallei gesettle is, we
never seitfed. Mense besef
nig dit nie;” probeer Hilton
Biscombe verduldelik.

"Die Viakte was 'n heel
ander plek gewees as
wat dit nou is. Draai tyd
was dit warm. There was

wonings opgepak en  Croeks in die bome baljaar
na die buitewyke van  het.
Stellenbosch vertrek.

“Die lewe op Die Viakte

movement, all the tine”
Groot gedeeltes van

Vilgens die
apartheidswette was
hulle “keurfings” en
] buurt nou n “blanke
woongebied” Volgens
. die groepsgebiedewet en

sowat 3 700 bruin inwoners
van Die Viakte asook ses
skale, vier kerke, 'n moskes,

n rotprentteater en tien sake-
ondernemings geskulf, verduidelik
prof. Albert Grundlingh, historikus aan
die Universiteit Stellenbosch (U5}, Cornag
is die peskiedenis uitgewis van wat sens as
“Die Viakie” bekendgestaon het, die gebied

omgrens deur Mullerstrast, Ryneveldstraar,

Banghoekweg, Smuotsstrast, Merrimanlaan
en Birdstraat.

In die 1880 was di¢ gebied slegs n
cop veld, vandaar die nmam. Vir die
imworers-wat later daar sou woon,
het dit egter eenvoudig as die "dop”
{dorp} bekendgestaan. So verduidelik

Hilton Biscombe (65), skrywer en

samesteller van In oms bloed {2006),

een van die min boeke wat Die Viakte

i gedwonge verskuiwing het die

was voluit Elke dag was™n
adventure. There wis never o
dull momeni.”

Hilton se neef Fuad
Biscombe (79) en sy vrow,
Zuleiga Biscombe (791, het ook hier
grootgeword en suam in die ou Hoérskool
Lickhotf-gebou skoolgegaan. Fuad
Biscombe se barbierswinkel, Arts Barber
Shop, word vandag deur sy seun Faizel
besit en bestuur.

“Cins het so0s een mens grootgevword
daar. Die licfde tussen ons het vitgestaan,”
vertel Zuleiga Biscombe. Dian sit sy terug in
haar stoel, raak vir 'n comblil stil, frons, en
kyvk met 'n somber gesig op.

“Oinis het gestiffer, maar ons het dit gevat”

Hilton Biscombe verduidelik dat die
kerke en skole as 'n spilpunt vir Die Viakte
gedien het en 'n roimte was waarin mense
van verskillende agtergronde in harmonie
kon leel.

In 1969 is Hoérskool Lickhotf egter
volgens wet van sy voormalige plek in
Bunghoekstraut na 'n nuwe gebou in
Idasvallei verskuif

“Daad tyd [as kind| het jy nog nie die

Zuleiga Biscombe meat 'n foto
van haar as 'm jong meisie.

Die Viakte het in die US
se besit beland en die
aprigting van die Fakulteit
Letterkunde en Sosiale
Wetenskappe, wiar trotse
huise destyds gestaan het, was die laaste
spyker in die doodskis

'n Gees van versoening het egter anlangs
por die area begin sypel. Wi byna 40 jaar in
die universiteit se besit, is die ou Hogrskool
Lickhotf-gebou in 2007 "simbolies san
die gemecnskap opgedra as 'n gebaar van
versoening en transiormaste,” vertel die US
se eenfeespublikasie

In 2015 het die US 'n aantal beurse
beskilcbaur gestel vir die nageslagte van
Die Viekte en in dieselfde jaar is die
voorportaal van die Letterkunde en
Sosiule Wetenskappe-gebou verster met
glasborduitstallings wist die peskiedenis van
dié gemecnskap vertel

Deur transformiasie en die neerpenning
van staaltjies, poog n gemeenskap om 'n
geskiedenis te bewaar wat nooit werklik
uit die harte van sy inwoners en hul nasate
sal verdwyn nie - hulle wat met verlange
terugdink aan Die Vlakte.
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Laykin Okkers (3 at the community centre playing In the classroom. PHOTO: Nicolette van Schalkwyk

Idas Valley project
uplifts community

Micolette van Schallowyk

rom a small chiarch hall

around the corner, one cin

hear the ravcous laughter of
vibrant youngsters and melodious
saxophone tumes that echo through
the strects.

The VGE Church is home to the
Agape Commumnity Empowermient
[ALCE) programme that aims 1o
uplift community members from
all walks of life.

ACE was originally the
briainchild of Pastor Danny Bock.
Ag 2 comimunity member of ldas
Valley, he was familiar with the
struggles that children and their
parents face daily

Bock soon realised the potential
of his congregation to impact the
social community at large and he
diligently foltowed this calling.

Five years later, ACE has grown
into a multifaceted project that has
branched ouf fo become a “heacon
of hope” for & community crippled
by socio-economic challenges.

The face of Calvyn Heynes,
who currently heads op the
programme, lights up as he talks
abomt the aim of the project.

e want o build the
community, we want ta build skills
and we want to build capacity”

To him, it 15 not abowt rich
or poor; black or white 1t s
about compassion 1 is about the
“reconstruction of humanity”

“Wi have an immense
responsibility towards our
community. We want tobe a safe
haven for people”

The project {ound its feef in
2013, wmere three years after Bock
wik appotnted as reverend.

The project has since grown
in sponsors with religious
organisations soch as Side-to-

Side Ministries and Stellenbosch
Muoedergemeente pluying a leading
role in the developmental process.

Other institutions such as the
Stellenbosch Munlicipality, the
Stellenbosch University Social
Impact and Interaction Office, and
the Het Jan Marzis National Fund
have also thrown their weight
behind the project

“We are not an |sfand in this
process,” Bock adds. By generously

ploughing resources into the project
these donors have ensured that the
programme giins momentum,

It was in the small and cramped
classrooms at the VGE Church that
ACE came to see the first fruit of
its two-legged programme which
included both computer and music
training. After a generous donation
of instruments such as saxophones
from Sweden and drums and
keyboards from other donors, the
music programme finally found its
feet with about 30 students currently
enrolled

Carlynne von Willigh (21, whi
plays plano at the music schosl,
siruggles to contain her excitement
a5 she talks about the project

*1 come here every Saturday
morning because | really love the
music schoal. They have taught me
so much In thelast bwvo years”

With the growing number of
students, Pastor Bock had the desire
ta reach out to other sectors in the
community,

Asaresull, the Pre-Schoal
Development Programme came to be
- uproject that provides schooling
for about 20 children from the age
of three. With a specific focul on
reading, maths dnd social skills, they
prepare children for an important
phiase of their lives — prinsary school.

Heynes' whale demeanour
changes when he talks
aborut “his chifdren”

"The aim s nol to ‘ ‘
develop the child and
to then leave him
or her” he explains
“We identify a child
when he is still very

it is not
about rich or
poor; black

One of the individuals who pours
her heart and soul into the project,
is Coleen van Rensburg, 4 teacher at
the development centre.

She shifts uncomfortably in her
chair as she talks about the socio-
ecanomic problems plaguing these
children

“Thiere's 4 lot of poverty in
our community, vou know. The
unemployment rate is high”
she savs while walking o the
classroom where 28 little faces are
all vigorously searching for i place
o thé mat.

“He is my Tittle baby! she says;
pointing to the youngest boy in the
class, as if he was her own.

As Heynes explains: "We cant
change a whole commumity, But you
can chunge u family. By changing
the child’s thoughts and his parents’
attitude, you can give hope. And
then you have s whole family
impacting 1 community”

With three programmes
alrendy established, ACE hasalso
expanded to include the Women's
Development Programme where a
ten week training course is offered.
After fraining, the wormen dre
provided with the bisic equipment
to clean houses.

The fast leg of the ACE-
programme is aimed at elderly
citizens wheo have to visit the
hospital at least once a month.
Queues it these
clinics are often
unbearably long,
with some patients
having to wait hours
for treatment.

The ACE-project

young and then we or white. saw this gap in
empower him, even their community
when hie is older. 1t is Itis a bnu_t and have taken it
all part of our holistic  €OM paﬁslﬂn upon themselves to

approach”

For the Pre-
School Development
Programme to functionat its best,
the input of the community is vital.
Two community teachers and one
student currently form the teacher
Corps.

"It is impartant that peaple from
OUT COMITITEY S&T Ve OUr owil
people. They are familiae with our
social problems and shortcomings.
adds Bock

provide transport
and beverages to
those waiting,

Heynes continuously emphasises
the importance of this integrated
approach. “If you want to change a
comminity, you have to change all
its penerations.

“With what eves do we see? With
what ears do we hear? With what
hands do we give? We have to vse
these senses to identify the needs in
or society”

Iy

Two decades
of changing lives

Nell Hofmeyr

Yo see them everywhere. At trafhic
lights, in purking lots, outside
shopping malls, At the centre of
things. where people come end go.
Its a similar procedure every time:
The tattered clothes. The pleading
looks. A shy, mumbled request
followed by an outstreiched hand.
You feel uncertain, guilty, annoyed
Heartbroken.

This is a familiar picture for many
people the world over. Children
opting to live on the streets, often
due to dire circumstances or a fack
of better alternatives: is a2 harsh
reality confronting both developed
and developing nations. In South
Africa, where it is estimated thal
over 13 million children live in
poverty, according to a recent
report by Statistics South Africa,
the problem is especially severe
However, it is 2 phenomenon more
visible in some places than others:

In Stellenbosch,
masses of homeless
adufts populate the
cendre of town, but
street children are
virtually nowhere
to be seen. This
was not alwayy
the case and their
absence today is
no coincidence: It
is largely thanks
to the vital work
of 4 long-standing,
but little-known
Mon-Governmental
Qrpanisition
{NGO) - the only
one of its kind in
the region. Youth
Outreach (YO),
established in
October 1997,
has been working
tirelessly tor two
decades to ensure
that Stellenboschs
at-risk youth stay
stimulated, in school,
and off the streets

“Currently, Stellenbosch is in
the fortunate position that the
phenomenon of small bands of
homeless children roaming its strects
is something of the past - in part, we
believe, because of Youth Dutreach,”
says Prof, Johan Hattingh, a
founding member and current
Chatrman of the Board of Directors

Hattingh, who is alse a former
dean of the Faculty for Artsand
Social Sciences at Stellenbosch
University (5U), helped set up YO
after the Moedergemeente asked
him in 1996 to lead efforts to find
a solution to the issue-of local
homeless youth, a "big problem” at
the time:

Once YO launched, Hatlingh
and his team were able 1o convince
the City Council of Stellenbosch to
let them repurpose storage space
allocated for tables at the Bergzicht
Market Square in the centre of town
“We pointed out that it would not
look good if it became clear that the
town looked better afier its tables
for 2 market than children with no
shielter” says Hattingh.

In the early days, YO served
a5 little more than a crisis centre

A young girl walkts for her friends.
PHOTO: Nell Hofmayr

Children at the drop-in centre
play in the garden. PHOTO: Nell
Hofmeyr

designed to address an immediate
problem. They functioned as i
drap-in centre offering a warm bed, a
shower, and a meal for children with
no other place to sleep. Resources
were minimal. They started with just
25 children, a group of volunteers
and one permanent staff member

Today, they are a Section 21
company registered with the
Department of Social Development.
Their teamn of permanent staff cares
for ten girls and ten boys, who
have been removed from traumatic
enviranments und plusced there
by court order, in two full-time
howseholds. The drop-in centre
caters for up to 40 children from the
community who can seek support
in whatever form they need it
academic, emotional, developmental
or otherwise,

“Our bigpest effort goes into
providing a safe space in which
children can stabilise their lives
to such an extent that they can
attend school again,
form friendships,
and rebuild their
relationships with
their families,” says
Hattingh

The volunteers
who dedicate their
time to the cause
see what they do
as & labour of love
Sandra Cilliers, a
long-time resident
in Steflenbosch, first
became invalved
in 2014 as part of a
music skills program.
She finds the work
fo be difficult but
revearding and
ENCOUMLEES EVEryone
to give volunteering
a fry.

“Giving time,
shills and expertise
without expecting
anything in return
makes such an
encrmous ditfference
to the lives of so mawy people and
onek own,” she says,

For Cilliers, the most challenging
azpect of the jobis to find effective
ways Lo assist children who are
struggling at home. It can be
emotonally draining at times, 4 facl
which the permanent staff can attest
fa.

Added to these personal challenges
are issues of space and funding. YO is
eligible for some government funds,
but not enoogh to keep the operation
afioat. For the rest, they rely on
donors and strategic partnerships
with other organisations. As for the
facilities, the drop-in centre currently
caters for double the children they
can handle on any given day.

“We're built for 40, but on some
diays we have B0 kids coming through
owr doors. The need is great,” suys the
manager, Charleen Vermeplen

Despite the obstacles. the statf are
optimistic about the future based on
2 shired helief in the worth of the
work they are doing.

“I's the smmall things that make-it
worth it she says. A child giving me
a flower, slipping a note under my
door. Its not only 2 case of us helping
the kids. but them helping us (o0
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For SU Choir music
enhances emotion

Kelly-Tane Turner

“It is wonderful when vour
performance has meant something
to semebody. Music is enhanced
emotion. Talways hope that our
music will create emotion and
associations with experience.”

The music comes first and
foremast for Andre van der Merwe,
Stellenbosch University (U] Chaoir
conductor. The SU Choir holds the
title of the World’s Best Amateur
Choir, according to Interkulturs
Top 1000 choirs, however, regardless
of how many awards they win the
group is more focused on their love
tor music rather than winning every
competition.

With an ersemble of
approximately 180 members, the
choir has won numerous local
and international titles, and have
participated in prestigious festivals
and competitions. In July 2016 the
SU choir took first place at the World
Choir Games, which were held in
Sochi, Russiv

Hluma Magodia (24} studying
Boom Honours in Information
Systrms Munasgrment said: “Being
able to represent our country and
continent on international platforms
has been the highlight of my time in
the choir”

Kurt Marais {24), 3 Masters
student in Operaliong Research
said: “One of the most exciting
performances thus far has definitely
been the SUT00 concert to celebrate
the centenary of the university
this vear. We had the honour of
performing with iconic artists Tike
Lavrika Bavch, Arno Carstens,
Brandon October and Coenie de
Villiers”

Marals said that one of the most
rewdrding aspects of being in the
choir is seeing people’s reactions
to the songs they sing. “Music s a
universal kinguage, so seeing people
react and comprehend the
message is the most beautiful
sight to witness. 1t is also
preat to perform songs that
the avdience have listened ta.
suchas Francois van Colbe with
“Toe Vind Bk Jou”
Last month the
SU choir were
complimented by
Grammy Award
winming singer
and songwriter,
John Legend
The Twitter
account
Unieler
Riek
Stiidio
bweeted
A video
of
the choir
performing a
rendition of ‘All
of Me" by Legend,
and he responded
by retweeting the
video, commenting:
“Beautiful!™

Choir member
Eleanor Lea {18}
studying BSc in
Human Biolagy
with Psychology
said, “when the
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Award winning songer John Legand
retweets a video of SU choir.

choir found out about the John
Legend tweet we were really
excited and felt honoured”™ Also
commenting on the response from
the award-winning singer. Shaen
Maré (24), studying BAcc Honoors
said. “exposure like that just
broadens our platform for reaching
penple and sharing what we love
doing - making music, sharing
stories and emotion and escaping
into the world of melody and
harmony”

The 5L choir has students from
various academic courses, and
only a few members study music.
Margariet Swart (20, studying
BNiusic, sajd: “We are such a diverse
group of people who study different
degrees and come from ditferent
places” From medical students,
to BCom students; undergraduate
degrees to masters; the choir is a
place for students to get together to
share their love for music.

Choir members are aware that
they have to be committed as
they practice twice a week for two
and 4 half hours and have many
performances lined up for the year,
However, Maré said: “It's all abouot
time mansgement - we know that
those hours are booked so
you work areund them to

ensure that your academic
life doesn't sutter from your
participation”

Wan der Merwe is a
conductor and composer
from Durbanville who
became the seventh
canductor of the SU
choirin 2003, He
says: "1 look forward
to rehearsals with
the chelr 1ts great
to be able to work
with singers

whin have
incredible

talent”
Les;
a first
soprano
in the cholr
said: “He Lreats
us with respect and
we Tespect him.,
w0 our working
relatinnship is very
good. He goes out
of his wiy to find
oot how vou're
doing.”

Hluma Magodla
rehearsing. PHOTD:
Kelly-lane Tumer
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1330: The botanlcal garden looking towards Harmonle and Monlca. PHOTO: 5U Archives

Botanical garden
on campus

a jewe

Joshna Daniel du Plessis

he Stellenbosch University

(SU} Botamical Garden is a

haven of green surrounded
by the hustle and bustle of the town.
There are not only greens, but also
lilacs, golden yellows. pale whites
and the most vivid reds there conld
possibly be. Trees of intimidating
heights tower above all else.

Founded in 1992 by Dr Augusta
Vera Duthie, it is the oldest
university botanical garden in the
country, moving ta its corrent site
on the corner of Van Riebeeck-and
Meethling Street in 1922,

“What I lowve about the garden
is the ahility to go there and just
escape from everything around
you, even though it's in the middle
of Stellenbosch. T love that I can
ga there and meet up with friends,
and that theres so many tourists,
it makes me proud to be Sooth
African.” says Marina Cifliers (20), a
BA Development and Environment
student at SU

[mitiatly tounded for researchand
student practicals, the garden has
gained international recognition for
its wide variety of plants and trees,
as well'as for its magnificent Bonsa
and Penjing collection. The reason
for this, according to Michelle Saffer,
a volunteer who helps care for the
Bonsai collection, is that it is the
oldest public collection in Africa, as
well as the largest.

A question asked by many visitors
to the garden s what the difference
is between Bonsal and Penjing.
According to Saffer, *Penjing
origitated in China; and are vsually
larger and more emotional in the
manner that they are trimmed,
whereas Bonsais come from [apan,
and are smaller and more uniform.”

There are places o sit all over
the garden and many people lake
advantage of this, taking in their
surroundings and listening to the
sounds of birds chirping in the trees
averhead. There are many ditferent
sounds to hear Not only the sounds
of birds and the wind rustling
throuph the trees, but also foreign
languapes:and accents, afl the-while
drowning out the sounds of the cars
whizzing past a few of metres away.

The garden, which is located
next to the Hirmonie and Momnica

Many types of Bonsaij trees can be found in the botanical garden’s collection.

PHOTOS: Joshua Daniel du Plessis

university residences, is an oasis

for the many students studying and
living in the surrounding areas,

It is & place where many a picnic

and quick cotfee have been had,

a5 Justin Groeneweg (21), a Boom
Management Sciences student at SU
citn attest to, “Itfs the perfect place
for me to go and relax, clear my
head and experience mature. Its great
because there's loads of different
things to cat at the restaurant, but
it's also nice if you just want o have
i coffee. 1 really fove the Bonsai
section especially, it's really well
maintsined.”

Theability for the students to
relax and enjoy the garden so often
is made possible by the fact that
every single student is automatically
made a member of the arganisation
“Friends of the Botanical Garden™ as
part of enrolling at U7 This means
that students-can use their student
citrds to enter the garden for free up
Lo 365 times per year, while non-
members must pay a RI0 fee. Not
only can members enter for free, but
they may also bring along as many
puests a5 they want.

Another interesting fact about
the botanical garden is that working
as the garden’s curator seems to
be alifelong job, with only four
individual curators since 1925,
Martin Smit. the most recent curator,
began work in 2013, but has recently
taken up the post of new curator of

collections at the Hortus Botanicus,
one af the oldest botanical gardens
in the warld, located In Amsterdam.

Speaking about the unigueness
of the SU Botanical Garden, Smit
said that very few people realise
thit it is the only botanical garden
in the Cape Floral Kingdom (one
of six floral kingdoms in the world)
to be associsted with a university,
and that this creates several onigue
oppartunities for research and
training, accaording te the botanical
parden’s website.

Maria Brink, a former SU
student who studied her honours in
biodiversity and ecology, focusing
on botany, said that having access to
the garden hid o hugely beneficial
impact on her studies, as she was
able to access the Oxalis Research
Collection; a collection of the genus
of plants commeonly known as
Sorrel, on which she did her research
project

From this collection she was
able to obtain most of the seeds she
needed

As Michael Poltan, an American
author and journalist once said:
“The garden suggests there might
be a place where we can meel
nature halfway” Perhaps nowhere
is this more evident than in the SU
Botanical Garden, a place where
nature is hemmed in on all sides
by the pursuit of progress and
development.
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A testament to the ages

Recurring themes in ‘Die Matie’ connect generations of students

When questioned about the
refevance of 1 print medium product
in the Stellenbosch of today. former
editor of Pie Matie (2016 & 2017),

Kyra Tarr [or] sitting at the table, and s0 on”
Die Matie enfoys the same status
and freedomas all print publications

in South Africa, as set oot in Article

gravity and years of experience
tor i mame, passing through each
new generabon of students as its
custodian

he hush of Steflenbosch
University’s (5U7)

underground archives belies

the many stories held within the
ancient documents il houses.

On a non-descript shelf in an
arbitrary-corridor, every edition
of Die Matte, the university's
MEWSPApET, exists in passive
stillness... until they are opened

The first [ssue of Die Matie was
published on | August 1941, Since
then, much has changed, but in
observing the front page of the very
first issue, it becomes clear that there
are many ties that bind stodents to
the generations of the past

“I believe in the spirit und calling
of the Stetlenbosch students and thus
I heartily welcome Die Matie. May it
maintain, build and lead,” were the
words uttered by Dr DLF Malan, the
then-chancellor of the university.,
in what would ironically come Lo
seem prophetic as Die Matie surged
forward in its mission to serve the

student-body of SU

WANDERER

Eugenie Gregan, replied that it is stll

refevant.

“Some students may
struggle with internet
access or data costs. Die
Miutie in print form is
4 kind of ‘equaliser’ -
it’s u free newspaper
that is distributed
4cToss campos and
is accessible toall
students”

Professor Lizette
Rabe of the Journalism
Department at SU
highlighted the
publication’s value as a
community voice.

“It serves a role
comparative to that
of the metro-type

papers on European Lrains - read
by consumers, left behind, |for
example], in the Neelsie, to be read
by the next person having a coffee

WERKE A. G, CHEMNITZ

e —

L
S —

s

L6 of our constitution. By holding

itself to these standards, Die Mukie

td

| believe in
the spirit and
calling of the
Stellenbosch
students and
thus | heartily
welcome Die
Matie. May it

maintain, build

and lead

fras also bore

witness to and

reported on some
of the most prolific
events in South
African history.

Dhie Matie was
present during the
rise to power of the
Mational Party in
1944, When Hendrik
Verwoerd was
assassinated in 1966,
Die Mutia was'there,
When the African
Mational Congress
wils unbunned in
199 and when Sowth
Africa saw her first

democratic election in 1994, Die
Murtie bore witness to it all. This
makes it more than a mere student
newspaper, but a publication with

Die Matie's first issue was written on a typewriter (1941, Today, one of the original
machines stands In the paper’s office as an ode to the past and reminder of the profific
writers who began their career at the publication. PHOTO: Kyra Tarr

*Die Matie is a volce and platform
for gl students at SU. The paper
should report fairly and accurately
on amy events related 1o students und
provide a platform where student-
related matters can be discussed,’
Gregan insisted.

Each generation of students faces
their own unigue set of challenges,
but it is interesting to note the
common threads that unite the
classes of decades past with the
classes of more recent yeirs

Gender equality has remained a
comtested issue. In 1950, e Maife
reported on the lack of freedom
afforded to temales who lived in
university residences. University
authorities at the Hme believed that
an excess af two evenings “late”
leave per term would result in ladies
neglecting their studies. Meanwhile,
their male counterparts had nosuch
restrictions

“Male students could come and go
as they pleased - they had no curfew,
but we had 1o be back in residence
before 20:30 in summer and £9:30in
winter. On either a Friday or

Saturday, you could stay out

late until 23:00." sald

lacqueline

Stone (573, an SU

and Nemesia ladies’
residence alumnus.

I 1970 D Matie reported that
ladies belonging to a unmiversity
residence would now be permitted
Lo wear long pants from Friday

afternoon until Saturday evening.

Long pants would still not be

allowed to be worn on campus
during the week

Fast forward to 2003, where the
Prim Committee demanded the

standardisation of visiting hours

for male and female residences. At
the time the visiting howrs allowed
in men’s residences far exceeded
those of ladies’ residences, with
mules sloeping over in a ladies’
residences being prohibited. Alter
much debate the motion was passed,

but it was not until 17 August 2016

that Memesia becanie the first female
residence fo run a trial period

applying the new palicy. 1t was
however, not implemented.

“Whiat I like is that we at least

sparked a debate on campus” Anja

Burger (22}, Nemiesias primaria

of X016, said

“The question then becamie,

‘why do we create spaces in
which its OK to fear
ment”

Considering the long-
term trajectory of the
paper. Gregan
commented, *1 think the
COVETAge gives an
accurate reflection of
[SUs] history, especially

with big changes or

happenings on campus,
like when initiation was
scrapped or #FeeshustFall
was in full force”
As with mamny historic

publications, Die Mirtie has seen
its fair share of triomphs, as'well as
low points: Whilst speculating what

DIE

Some of Die Matie's mastheads
over the yvears. Top to bottom:
1941, 1966 and 2000, PHOTOS:
Die Matie archives

DieMATIEL
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Matie Week 2010 saw thousands
of students coming together for
the annual Soen in die Laan gath-
ering. Die Matie featured two male
students partaking in the event on
the 11 August 2010 cover.

the future holds for the paper, Rabe
is critical of the university's lack of

support for what has been-a major

student mouthpiece for 77 years,

“Currently Die Matic's funding is
extremely problematic os SU thinks
it does not kave an obligation to
fund the communication platforms
of its premler stakeholders, namely
its students.

“Yet, its communication products
to all other stakeholders are
supported with fabulous budgets:
Also, 5U's centenary is supported by
huge budgets, yet its responsibility
towirds its own student community
with regard to a 77-year-old student
communication institution is simply
ignored and brushed off”

Special projects editor for
Landbonweekblad and founder of
Die Matie Studentekoerant-trust,
lacolette Kioppers, remembers her
time as the paper’s editor,

“Over the years. Die Matie snd
the university have had a difficult
and complicated relationship. But it
5 like the government and the press
- we are not supposed to be friends.
We [us and them| shoold beethical,
professional and grown-up and
everyone should do their work and
be honest — then there shouldn't be
problems.’

In demonstrating this. Albertus
vran Wk, 1997 editor, was
questioned about whether Die
Maties newsroom would ever
consider getting an air-conditioning
system.“Never!™ he replied,

“Because it reglly is the survival
of the fittest; that’s how we select the
editorial team.”
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A brief history: How far SU has come

1918

Victoria Collége gets university
status and is renamed
Stellenbosch University. 1t has
358 registered students,

T " 1922

Stellenbosch
University Botanical

1922 Garden moves to
T current location in
The first female Neethling Streel

professor, Dr Lydia van
Wiekerk, is appointed as
a professor in Dutch

1936

SU Choir starts. This chaoir
went on to hecome the world's
best non-professional chair an
the Interkultur list from 2012
bo 2018,

i

1941

The first issue of Die
Matie is published
Die Matie Is currently
omne of the few student

1948

Wational Party comes
to power and apartheld
era begins.

publications that o
sibscribes to the national Medicine and Health
press code. Sciences Faculty is
established,
1956
1961 1957
The Faculty of Military Science is ?ftpﬂ':jm 1:;“:3:.‘” rﬁjg;mﬁ G 4
established at Saldanha. introduced - Minerva for women-an
1964 Diaghreck for men.
Die Viakte declared 2 whites only
area under the Group Areas Act. 1975
3 700 Coloured people displaced
L 1966 to Idas Valley, Jamestown and Langehoven Studentesentrum

construction completed. later informally
renamed the Neelsie

Comemmaration of 100 years of Cloetesville.

higher education (1866 - 1966) in

Steltenbosch,
« 1978
First enrolment of students
of colour for undergraduate
Programimes.
F
1987
-
Goldfields community established in 1987, as a residence
where students of colour could live. The first resident head 1984
played an instrumental role in negotiations thit led to New SU Library, 1.5, Gericke, completed. It was
demioracy in the country. the largest in the country ot the time and is the
only library in South Africa thal is completely
e underground.
1996
After Nelson
Mandela hudI . 1995
became president in
1904 SU bestawes Radio Matie (now MEM) goes on air. It has remained
an honorary in the Meelsie since then and continues to cater for its 2007
i ; local avndience within a 20km radius
doctorate on him, : o Prof. Russel Botman becomes
. r SU's first black rectorand vice-
chancetlor.
2007
—  0ld Lackhotf High School building js returned to the Coloured community as &
symbuolic gesture of reconcilistion and transformation after 40 years of being in 5L’ 2015
POSSESSI0N.
; (pen Stellenbosch forms. In the same
[ year, Fees Must Fall movement spreads on
: ‘ I.'.'!lfl'l?l'IMH ﬂﬂ.ti.ﬂﬂ"-’l-'l'dc.
'18 2018 ; ¢ 2015 R s v‘ e
£ ik e eE T - Bl __
Maties Rugby win Lighs Language policy changes. English becomes 3, %’&
; piteriy . ; ~I\
l!mr fourth Vaniy ; . primary language of instruction at the
Cup trophy, beating institution. PEN TE

NwWU Pukke 40-7

Praf. Wim de Villiers imaugurated as rector
and vice-chancellor

Sources and photos: Stellenbosch University online timeline, SU Archives, Arleen Stone, Wilhelm Schumann



