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from the editor

spremt the forst thes years of iy Universty carecr

studying faw, with hopes of becoming o lawyer fs

the fimal vear of oy BA(Low) degres drow (o @ close
| found myself convincing my parens - and nyself
thit | should “jump ship’, because | wis more suited to
tien fonrmniist Moo ke mycolleamees, [wasidmalistic

and bright-eyed aboot all of the opportunities ovilahle

i evereyniving induastry
What | moreely overfoaked was tha working in

@ wolatie gnd changing  industty  Gomes with s

own cimilenges. This year | found tha) the reality of
frarmalism = potentirely whot | expected. Thimugh
[steming 0 ndusiry nsidecs from velerm: (o
the youny voices shapimg the medias foture it
becone apparent tat joormaiists are confromed with
hardships: and even aitecks, hoth externally from
saciety and immernally from witiin the nowsrootm

In thiés adimion of Steflenbozch Medio Forum (SMF)
we [ried to captiure o holisbic overview. of e wamin
which jouwrnatists are chalisoged oml media reodom
i thowatened, fron practcal [Hmiatons, sooh os
banguze barriers and msutficien fonding medels: 1o
the ethical dilemmas arcund phepomena e conoed
culture oo bakancing political agendss

Mhrouph cur considersd refiection, SME hapes: 1o
nol only shine 3 lighl on journalisge hordships:
fer shaepen gur aidersianding of these contemporiry
1SS T COTrIbee (6 Beivie e

Looleme fack s howany joormalism joormey startesd,
| can now sgy with eerminty it | mm eantent with my
decivion ad foak forward o dmmersing myself i this
ind sty for overy [one |ime

Mhank yow 1o every SMT journalist. for pushing
the boundaries and oot beme afraid =8kt wrd
questions i has been o privilege working with oo, We

alLhave 10 bearthe slings and areows of the jommalinm

sy, b regirdiess of how omrageses the forome
iy be it = cerminly nohler to give something of
ourselves 1o teila higeer story. SME
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To be, or not to be, that is the question:

Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles

- Hamlet (Act III, Scene I), William Shakespeare




VACCINATION ROLLOUT

Sonth Africs received iz frs) boicti of
Uovid-16 vaccines on ! Fehmany ZG2L
The waoome robfoot.  howeser. had a2
ooy star, after ot was foond ) that tha
Astrafenem varring doses were only 1047
pffective  against the  Covid-19  warimm
firsl sdentified n South Afrioa The: South
Afrivar: government hizs since  matde the
Flizer, [ohnson & [ohpson; amd Coronmha
varrimes avalinhle (o South Alricans:

{Jﬁggﬁum Pk _, . ' . VERY thuwj E#f

: : oU KNOW IT WON'T e
larab 7 e preslde HAMD i CLOTHING AN ( v
ut Luira. .Furrmr |.1J[:'”Jll'.|LIl.1 ALL METAL OBJE { CoOM s
ol Sowth Africa was jiiven a3 *«-.._] J

y 2 r 3

15-minth prison senrence by (e
Constilurfonal Cowrt of Souili
Afrieg af=e 11 found Bim . piadiy
ol 'camempt af oo for [siling
1 appear belofe 3 commissitn
inveatigatine cormuprion

Zuma was depEieed  dn
20 June and arr=dind 3t his rudal
Womestead in Niandis shorely
beftire midniahe an 7 July, He was
relecees] B medieal parole twio
mdipinh Javes

Cortoon: Zapiro/ Daily Maoverick

SOUTH AFRICAN CHUCK
NORRIS — LEOQ PRINSLOO

The drmer with “nerves of sreel’ Len
Frinsloo, foiled = casheinerramsn (C30)
hetstin Pretoriz on 220 pril 2021, Ina varal
video of the incident, Prinslon seemed as
ronl as & cnoemben wihile driving a €07
vehicle that was undorarrack
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DIGITAL VIBES SCANDAL

‘Close psspriztes of Health Minister 2weli Michize and other third
parties-pockeied roushly BS90 mitlion n Suspicious payvinemnis
emamating from a RIS mallion Covid-19 and Natonal Health
Insurance communications vontracy, repored Datly Moverick
on' 23 May-2021 Investoative journalis, Pieter-Louts Myburgh
uncoversd thap a contmmcton for the deparmment of health, Disiial
Vibes hiad paid for mainienance wark i o properry owned by the
Bmitly rrast of then Health Minister Mkhize,
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SOUTH AFRICAN
PRODUCTION WINS
AN OSCAR

The South Afrivan ducamentary,
My eropus Teordas Wl
the  Atademy Awuard [or Hes

UNREST AFTER JACOB ZUMA'S ARREST
Fallowing the: arrest and - imprisonment of former
Fresident Jacol Zoma the South Aftican provinees o
Fwnduin: Mamld and Cauteng sow soonps of unrest, [ootime
and crime between 9 and 18 [ufy, While Zuma's armes
triggered e anres e sttumtion was ooted in desp:
Déoumientary - Feafure ui the seated sorml inequatities and segregated |iving vonditions
Dirars b Aprll 2021

The decomentary stairring Craim

I e CEnTry

Thess sypmis are pshimoted (o have dost e Sookh
Afrran economy BES biliion. writes Hay Mahiiaka: for
Proily Movarici

Fodter dvan diretted by Plopa
Ehriirh

University of Cape Town's lUbrary after the blaze
Phote: Supplied Tashin Singh
CAPE TOWN FIRES

Awildfied that brolie aut near Rhodes Memadal wieaked hiivbe in Cape

Tawiy o IH Apeil and destroved varlsdues bulldings 31 the Unlsessiy ol
Cape Town (UCTY Some of the buildings that were dimaged included
thi Rhodes Memortal restaueant, pacs of PCTs librdry and the hicorie

Muocieets NI which was the 8ldest surviving whndmill o South Affez

Mute than 120 firefightors were deployed wihe ares Phota: Jacgues Nellee!/ The Cinzen

THE 'TEMBISA 10’

In  what the Scouth Afmcas
tatiomzl Hdbrors' Forome called 3
‘collapse of journalistic ethics znd
yandards, Prerora Nmes = which
formp par of Independem Media
hroke astory on 12 June abour
watnan in Oauteng who allesedly
eave hirth 1o, depuplos: 17 rue
the harrh wionld have boeoken, the
watld  recorel for most babies
detiveredan a single bireh
However, the siory was later

]."t-mm Insume Yo :-l-n.'iinsptnsh

shown 10 be inanrrne.
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With major publishing houses, such as Caxton and

Associated Media, closing down the majority of their

magazine divisions, the state of the South African

magazine industry seems dire. Its saving grace may lie

in the hands of niche publications. Regardless of the

topics they cover, these publications’ niche markets
make them essential to their readers.

By Alexander Brand

elng 2 smalle, piche publicavion allows

You 10 mr._ﬂw m'cllnlnll Hl|tllﬁl- who

|z thie tlme andd resouressto give the

necessary atenslan and tender loving cate to

the publicatlon - and ensire they do not gut
flesae” In 3 massive edia hauss

This [ aceording o Lane van der Spuy, the

product manzger of Technews Publishing

Company Technewy), 3 sechnicl publister

fokusing on sibtlons-marketing. I the
tt-r:hnningy s=ezor

"I danit have mich experience with how 2
big sompsny ke Media24 would work, bt |
fesel like — I my subjective, crsubstantiared
view — the magasines would by leas foved and
itz of 2 comnodiy” s3ys Van der Spuy.

e Esterhuyse - 2 freslance jourmallst
for the antine st and soclal [ssuss magazdne
Blinteaye — enjoys the fagt that she has a ot
of freedam when she writes. pantly due to

the publications onling plaform. You <as,

enpepe creatively with your writing. Then
are ot & ovof guidelines i s 2 vary creative

space. 50 it 18 3 really great space to grow Iy,

a8 2 whiter she suyu

Blircdave 1 a publicaelon bom from “the
desire to ceare 3 platform for lecal attises
and ardsans who are creating beawtiful
pagtry, musie; 2nd are undie out very noses’

ancording to thelr welie They have an,

average of 150 unlque website sessions per
manth, secording to Willow-Ruby van' der
Ber cu-fuundnr af Hiindeye

1 think Bllndeye doss very wel In terms of
flts Focus] at thamomens becausy shey ane

wary In eune with what |3 golng oo c.unmﬂ',' iy

artlsic and musleal sphems” sy Esserbuyss
As 3 busingss-m-business I:Iuhtiﬁhll'lﬂ'
house Techpews I fatwnare |n  tha

two of ther Magzeines, Domaweak and
SR Inseumenenlen ond Conwdl, have
besn Industry “staples” for oves 30 years
Therefore. these magazines are all sean 25
de foeic lesdery bn the areas in which they
publish. acenrding m Van der Spiy, The twn
magazines had ssspactive clirculatinms of 2
584 and 3 845 heawezn April and June 2071
accarding 4 the South African Audit Bureau
af Clrewlathons (ABC) s=entid-quarks repiott

Muich of Tachnewss reputation in o the
industry: 15 thanks 1o she Family-value-type
campany that they are “We care about our
refationahips with aur chignts and sach othpr
aind | ek b showd i ehe final producy,” says
Van der Spn.w

MEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK
A a_lrnlla'f culture nf_fnlullr values s be found
ar That Eolemibe, 2 South Afflcan creative
:nllEl:l;Il.'l.- that e pru\'idr.- & platfurm for
peaple o gather exprass themsstes and
shoage criticslly with one anather, acentding
t0 their websis. -
That Eulestic runs 3 nlche magasing
Say Wi — formerty known as Thet Zine -
which aims te be 2 “source of pleasure and
nowrishment meant w0 smark joy and faciliate
refiezuinn, according w Drew Haller, edital-
In-chief of Say When The publication,
reeslvan an average of 257 views per monel,
an Medim, an Amerkean online publishing,
pla];fnn'n whare they puh[l-.h slic :rU:ls par
mnnth, accoiding w Seephanle Fcharde, co-
Faurder and dirscusr of Thas Eclece These
articles ame then wsed to ermate Instagran,
cantent 1 push engagement and Intress
‘Say When currenty has win contribisans
who. togedher with Flchasdt stereed 3 vinwal
9
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lterary arthive tn comiplement That Eciacelcs
aveEnt ampany in Ciecesnber 2000 sccanding w
Hallgr The magsne 3% growm sepandntlaiy
and soday they bosst 3 irgang” of wites
artiats. graphle desiorers (lstmators, promotes
‘and academicy sy Haller

A the moment 3 an allfemals isam
and  thares somathing really Wholesoms
about st to'ma | d3ys Saarsh Fekelsr, head
desigrar for Soy Wharl

The manazre kas basn influsnced by tha
works of othar smalier publications. "les grear
1o’ 852 other niche magzdAnes like Biindieye
an the rlse oo These wies of manzsdnes
ifligie and boost the arts and culps
secror by ghving thelr reedpes access w0 oy
medlaand 2’ seys Halles

That Eclectic maked yss of newiletsrs o
wrad up =i deflver sesrything they share and
privduce to subaerbers eimall Inboass These
neprsietiers are produced by Flgecher,

| atsn wrkce arrlctss edle sty do designe
and lllustrasdons, or whateves else fesds 1o
b dore that | £an manage Thee's ones of dhe
things thars 5o flfllling about biging 2 pan of
Say Whitn - you're encouraged 1o ﬁl‘o’e'what.
Yews want 1o ghve bt alue what yolre 2ble o
give” sayy Fetcher

HEAD ABOVE WATER
Say Whon la 3 mlathsly young mppaeine
having anly begun in Febnary 2021 10 they
are sl nannlng at marging thas are doss o
nathing, aeezrding e Fchands

‘We're looking o begin Invessting |n things
ke 2 cEmralized webshe that hosts the
publlcztion, 25 well g the Gihe ventures

e
k ,L!-“Eﬁ']_,
= iiilei

SMF

That Eclectic has going on st the g Ths
will hagefully opEsr up pegsthle channsts of
getersting oome for the bodaciobs graup
of Tadias whose crganve afferlrigs ars growing
mare impressi by ths voluema " aays Elolardt

Far now, the magasing religs on domatlonRs
and revenue from |i5 svems o pave the
weay For Tutte groweh steording b Hallae
“Thanks o social media and the naewte of the
irtErnet. thars wasnt 2 lot of caplial nesded
1o maks thin publizavon possihle” shsaays
Madium has lsen great 35 3 spaoe in which
o thars Siy Whan's works in an onlice biog
foreval adcording to Bale

Currasely. both Slindeye and Soy Whon are
niot profigablesnough to pay thalr cantributors
or gore sdlworial Eam which = why they are
mare relazed about thalr struchdes and
schedulzs sebording 1o Esterhuyse

"For me, that s noe restly 3 probilem
bearause | Bm dolng lt w0 gain wreiting
EsparEncs, save Esrarhuvse

Bilndeye daes not have offices accord(pg
to Esterhuyse The s=me goes for the Say
When t=am, whe work mmoiely. sccording
ta Haller "Our Individusl Iocatlons wary
from Durban, Stellenboseh, Faarl Mosigl
Bay, Uapz Town, Pietorja. Czfifeinla and
Mamiblz" she saye

Acearding to' Haller, hes  nihe-e-flve
mrrﬁ'mw entalle working 24 3 repgrier for
the Parlfamzntary Monkoring Group, an 520
copywriees for BrandSeel znd 2 frestance
creative and aeadamie retearches

Haller s optimlstic abour the foeturs
cof Soy Whin, explalnjng thst many
pubtlications stary small with 3 blog ar =

SRS HATTEET |

social madis page whers they sharg thet
warks  anassumdngly.  “Evenwually,  these
things get tracHon and dhey geow | don't
Lo whige will becoma of wa, but w're all
really hoplng that this ‘slds-husde eouwld
bucome & Full-gime alg,” sha says

SETTLED PUBLICATIONS
Tty publicgsiony ehat pan zwene to the hand
Witk It takes o kiep a nlche publlzadon
sfivak are Kol ane Ty According ta thak
rsm=otlve websites Kyayl = 2n Indspencent
Blixg Focusing an divers and progresive ans
aind culsr while Ty bs 2 publiestion that
CEaEs mEN. elents and m@mpaigns w
prorriose iy sy adeeginable cireolar
regentrative, aaring atd ethlel praciices
HiyreeiF weas Foundied By Francsis Llon-Dackien

oy 2004 He ran boat s own experae 2long:

with the eecasionul reads donation, for many
yeare acontding ro Elndi Troskle, the coment
=Hiter far-the publcaton

‘In 2018 Elzanne Cosizes | hecame
Imvelvied 3n the sext editar and | jolned
fn 2020 a8 20 edieorarlamge - borh 28
uplunbesrs” says Troskie:

Wt reoslved sxtemal fupding for thie
firse Hive s=arles thin year from the Trust
for Afrikaans Are Culnie and Herlzge
[TAKKE, accarding ta Troslde "ln erms of
paying canrbutors i payiig sdpends
we never had meney w0 de thar, but we
were lucky o roceivi Funding from TTARKE
which has now made | possibis for ua
pay minimal remuingation o conudbuions
and pwr edirire” says Lipn-Caches edier-In-
chief af Kyl

Sovree: Journal, OATH, Dotawerlc Bircerkomiy, Chipsh Bor Burt, Ideas. The Afropolitan, Outside&in Ons Kiyntfi.

L] AreAfrica, Zunkl, BubblegumClub, thesi, Instrumentation & Conerol, and The Lake.
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The fundfing from the tiass & only wesd w
producé coment, aconmding w0 Troskie "Thess
are thot salaries at sl (Wie pay witere per
wiry, o wie only worlo 05 2 per-stony basis o
b bl q wiork. dut 3 budger " she siys They
currently teach bétwesn 4 000 ad & 000
unlgag monthly browsess, aoconding o Troskls

Kigned b2 3 publle’ barefit amanlaszion
(FBO) that raeently completed thenon-profit
afgasisatlen (NP0} registmtion  procass

It is also waldng for its non-governmental

afgasisatlen  (NGD)  reglstration o ba
Analised, says Troakle “One of TAKKEs
renulremenes {s thas we must be eglatered
a3 2 PEO” she saih

NEVER STOP HUSTLING
After wwe decales of sxpersnes weorling
witelt migdia omanisations aach 25 the South
African  Broadasing Comporatlon and e
Sicday Tomes. Jeckis May B the media
Induszry without knawlng what sk= would do
niExt, She launched Tapg in mid:2017

I fusie thoughs. 'lae me try something an
iy owwin. | juae fely ke there was space In
the media emvironment far mm-ﬁrhinl,] [flee
Twyg: Mebody was dolhg seimething amnd
atviranment and sudesinabilly ar ehe time
amund fesryle fn s way thar | thaught was
cotnpeliing” she sys

She u=zned whth 2 Busloks plan n
minel Bt I ended up bBging nappicebie
thought people widld be puiing ads oo
the websire which = not really what has
heppened” sayvs May

So far, they have nér had 2 single pald-for
adverthiament, accarding o May “So for the

the dfropalitan | LW

i \
I
-

first year | was dolng sde-husdés | didn't
ok Far Funding stthar The second vEar | got
a grank which wad fantastic, and that kept us
gring Tor the saoond yedr!” ssys Moy, °) thin,
{1 Jad known betier [in the Beginning], |
probabiy would heve warled harder 21 eylog
i find 3 furidet| shs adds.

Thie grant Ty recslvezl was 2 suonysliing
grant from the British Coundll "It was qulté 3
g grame” she daya. The Brdsh Councll sanss
to May and, ssn thouish she didnt spply
fiir the grant. she -sull had to aubmir 3 hig
appllcation 2l that,

Techrewas revenua, on the olier hand,
comes from adverdlsing — both prim: and
anflise - unllEe comsemar mage=ngs that gt
ther rvenus from bokh subscripelons and
adwirisers, aceording wo Van der Bpuy.

"All ot manarine: ars ABC-audied. and
subsirlbera need o compieie the relevant
documeniation . proving | thae  they. are
relevant and would berefit from recesving
the magarings which In wm Beneflts the
adwirdsers spendlng morey with o3 =5y
Wan dar Spuy.

O 3% 4 bensme creaties when Funiding
a nichis publicailon ssEecially whan rving
avald adversising income aceording v Temena &
Rows. Gdhor and pubdaker 4 towralf fodmadol
ool vemont Was ptanmad  withaut gy
advartsing Ihcome L=l with only thé civer
pricE 10 coVer owr ouate fk Was mporant to B8t
that Faiely high, And them of coursé 1o Laap out
costs downi 38 far 31 possibls without runming 3
wwaatshap” said Le Ao,

Twyg alsn hosts an annudl svant. the Twyg
Sustainisble Fabhion Awards whiclvis the first

avane 0T k5 kind in South Afres. secording
o Kbay. The awards celsbiste and sopport
fzghion designem’ who uss Hest practices
tw kelp eliange ehai indusiry, aooonding w
Twvy's wabistie, This wesr will bBa ths third
time the awarde ans kit place

The awards were very Intentlonal” for
Twrd Iy bes role 34 the main revdnue driver
this wkar May &5 alse b ehs procase of
lztinching a sumalnabildy fEsnval, Delver
Tomarrow Egatlvel, to-aarve as an 3ddidanal
revenue drivet

Runnlng a nichs publization 45 noe an gany
t2sle and e tdkes 3 ot of Ward work. accordlng
' May "You nesd o lovs the product hat
vow . arg -working on, ahe says adding dhat
vow hava 0 be passianaie and sae thae your
privduct 19 needadd

Estarhuyné angrees’ anid had no doubt
that nicls publicadons will maver dis ouk "1
think. wheraver thara & 3 group of people
with simiflar Inerests, thers will be a
space where thae s relsvane Tor tham |
think théoughout the veass Iz has baen
ke that where vou havs subouleures with
publicationa spadifically aimed 5t them”
ways Estezluves

L& Rour befeves that clgésrly curating
cuntent: for niche thrge: markets s tHhe
way forward for magezimes "lr changes
tha refadonship with yiur readers If dhay
all shizre the sams passions and quesdons”
she sava “Kesping it toht liseps the ship
aftogt and kesps your rEaders Rappy, Thay
¢an ség that the focus |8 on thém, and
whi dogs nok apprecises bsing ssen and
undastood™ SMF
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The need for freelance journalists in the media industry has rapidly grown
over the past decade. However, a eombination of economic and political
struggles has oversaturated the journalisticjob market. Freelancers have also
had to adapt to a new digital media l_ar_ifd_s'ﬁ:&'[ﬂe. Despite this, formally-trained,
up-and-coming freelance journalists seem to have a bright future.

By Alistalr Seymour

1 s mp secrer that rhe Sauth African economy has hesnuncles

increRming pressure and swam, which has led 1o 5 nieREY

increase in freelance journaliss entering the indeypmeSerEs
Mikd Moare — freelanpe joursatiar and co-founder of The SAFRER
Chrpnacte, an onlie publicaton of the South Afriean Freslimesm
Associanon (GAFRER) -

“Newspapers have always wsed freelancers for mpur. Sy iEyop
had a story, you roukd pach oo a newspaper The neSpRpeE
wiuld invarsably say yes and pay you per ward,” she says

For the past depade most nedis orgamsaons. relled =on
mre on freelancers as soon as they starred expersn g Snmmnel
prablems;says Prof Wallace Chuma - assoriate pro Ei%:iiﬁrlirrrtpﬂi;t
stdzes i the Universtoy of CapeTown = vip emot correspondeme
with S48

This morease in freslenre joumalists in the marier musbyesn
i the comiext of the number of jpurnmalisis losing thesr peoames
|ahs over the years; says kay Johnsione - a freelance wilien fon
purie years — vie et correspondence with SME Thas hapresstsed
iV TROTE oI petitive marker, she sas

“The samration of the marker lwis been happening 0 R g
e i didny have mech o do with the pandemic 155 gk
everyihung 1o dowith the eronomy and that the economy & ilooded
withvyoing people who arent abie w find 5 joh,” sayvs Mopess

I2

Wecnrding o thie 2008 Sioeaf the Newseoam crport resemsnd bythe
lommalism department o the Universiy of the Wicswaremmnd

 the prodessionakosrnadimowarilor co in South Adricawas ronghly

mmﬂ'pﬂ_ﬂﬁﬁmg 02008 By 2018, this number wasestmated

19 tive Beenucur in halE A theamme, e report staed tharmany el
. thies rsps wehio Fell victim tohn Job cuis were sensor, expenenged

[Emalism who wenenargven e opporunny o reskal @ ihe

“mw el tnsiangg digial fmure 6t nows

“[Thet fmancial prebiens (were| caused by declinmgad wpend
gecimng ournulaton for newspapers jand| e dness fmom
onking dizits) pversing plasforms, sses Chogms

FRACTURED LIVES

Comt 1Y exacerbared the etfecos of an alpeady -.wphu:.x_lmrl}p;m
horh inasionally and meersionally, ssys Mandi Smeiihoms
AFRE S cxpmunive and A feelunce soience JournabE | for e
Flast 2t years Many maditionel jpurnaliss los rhes jobm due
ok 19, with the wnmarine and pring incustries Deg g e
fEdis . =ays Or Kaie Skinnor - former execolive o mestor af o

Sanih Africon: Maotomm! Fdiors’ Forum (SANEF) ol s

diretor of the Associamon of indeperdens Poblshors (AP) = s
] correspondence with SHF Vo number of oofigEESsTonis
eopuEunity pring poblicigons: siopped  printimt Sheeall
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| wosid sy thae gl vumber of foestunceon wastd Have
mareased” shin Fays:

Somme [l tleE mest promines e companies i the
rosmmy — inpleding Med=24, Caxan. frmedia and) the Sourh
Aincan Broadeastng Caorporatian (SAEN = Had wereis=nch) g
poescembie nuomber of Gournabiss, aoppnding e SEmper Cn
iy MR, released a press stodEmET ANMOWOEING T
they wouetd) prrrEDch ciose 1o 060 saffdue an theclosae ar

inwEsenreing aft # sigadicam partion of e proy paskinons.

Crxuan reporeed s eineaed | 300 ohg) ios i g pearly msuis
agremieel retegsed on =) Seprember J200 The BABE confim md
rhuy el parrEnche B ol of G2 empkyess s SfRTEmenl on
21 Manch 2(E=L

Mooz saps thae emablizhied freeianon jowrmaliss were mare
prepaged thanthope who were rercench e dumngihelockdowms:
‘TTrndinonal) joarpalss| weren' ased o e diNCipiEne, and
rhehowrs. andihie setfmpesed deadbmes and e lark of
e working whesear [freelancors) hadiheen hener eguipped
o waek from homes =he explzins. folmmmne regplls beine
contanred dunng (ke pasr vear by g wiemben ofies) pEompnenly
i—.rnpll;_:q\cfl PeurnalaE parruesTing for hal io)pRes am workal she
hacl e much, Sfonly ah= say=

Commmnlsy. prine medin were also mare pregasd  than

the mainsmeam mediz says Mbal [fiklome, et of the
CRI ANy - based puiizanion Ireruchudeo Swaamer win el
fﬂrrﬂ]}’m‘l{lltﬂﬂl.‘f,,ﬂ_htﬁﬂil'.- mrplains that (hEE FErauSe ooy,
oewes wa R gienpdy sealing with Gnavewl pressaee and b iosses
hefore the. pandesnip

Howerer, commeniy news pubilEagans Weee |y e meass
esempy from 1he chalicnges 1he pandesmin brpmuht abawe. "Ose
COTMUNERY | PE L secvar has heen) hand Ry by Covidde and
oy guess woukd he thar fewer journaliEs snd reslanpem have
bieen employed over the las wo yeaes inoucseston. i Dilemo

IMPROVISE, ADAPT, OVERCRME
Freelancers - whilsy oy, the brung of thepeonomis and pﬁhﬂ-‘..-"zl
rarnifizations thar came with the pandsmin and an) flEady
dimimishing newsrooin - had 10 adap) S thes sSmply God no
cioice, says Moore

Melody Emmiet. o SAFREA board  membenaaviih 38 veses of
experience A A freelance writer, says Oa jourmaksm hae hoid
e reinvent themselves and bave had gocsmane RKng mimL s
of board meetings, ronming witlshops eoiroms, srammmg ol
harrermgiwritng for ather services” Iomemd e sieo ds 1o urm
I uhersnues ofinganuedn be abie |o Sreres) teving o Sondy
e by oo Arients for sunpor, 3ccordmmEio Tiioma. ST hoee

1

[ [T |



mEm

SMF

fournalists were put on the sireet, and what opisns do [they]
have Did they resire? D they have 1o take up ather jobs? Or did
they huve v bernmee freelancers™ asls Moore

SAFREA statted muliiple inliatives 1o suppart strugsiing
fournaltsrs. by providing food wuchets and working with SANEF
tar se1 up a relled fund for journaliss and photojournalist alike,
says Empnet SANEF b Jiest it o Bifth call for Journaliss 1o
receive anie-off allprared support funding dhe expluins “The
titlal allprasten was 1S {00, [Thee seatal fumIE Ims been inereased
due 1o generous donere funding Agin the take-up has been
significant” Hmuner adils.

“Due 1o salary vuts raused by a drop in sales and advertsemen
during Covid-19, 1 swatted frevlancing bevause | honesdy mubdn’
atford rent arymore Dus 1o an increass inowarkload, || | also
mugled with exhaustion and my it leali " savs Paula-Ann
Smidt, 4 freelance purmalls \.'.rhn.prwimuli_rmrkrd a5 an editar for
the Grantf-Refnior Advertiser, 2 comnmutty newspaper.

Huwever, this was nonthe reality foe all freelancess, Sone hiave
been able kzrp bisy andl sither remaln sucokssful or even find
mire work, despite the woes thar @me with thie pandemic —
especially those tharwere able w develop expetise innichs areag,
such a= health journalism, according o Skinmer, Emimes sxplaiis
‘that stre very “experisticed miche jourmaliss” who maiuly wiots o e
errirmmne, health and seiene, were sucrssstul bemse they “iumw
I 1 repmcimge their stories for lusl and wemazonal pulilivations

FROM TOP 7O BOTTOM
fublimrions have been hiring and wilising freelancers for
quite some. (e says Moore This makes more sense from o
financial perspective; as there 0 1 a fived compensguon for thess
|eernalist 1o receive for thesr work. This is particutariy e when
the publicaons rhemselves are experaenoing finances] mrouhie,
she says. Some well-enablished publicanons bave been ramoured
rn soMeCnes sirggis o pay their joarnalins a all, mys Emmer.
“Masi [freetancers] are living from hand-1o-mouth i oor secar
because thay i how we [publishers] are suring an e present
muoment $o the jile we ger from clients, we share with them
through supends for arcies submined,” says Dhlomo; The isme
with tis 15 thas there 18 oo sequruy for freelancars, =0 employers
ran rhoogse when w hire h?_l:_ni_qncﬂn and when Dot o, says
Jahnstone. “They also pay no sick leave, annual l=ave, maermay

14

leave, petsions, bantses or weedieal ald comribtions — beter for
employ=rs, bui precarious for freelanmees she adids Mnnn'.- S
she: knows “etlitors who gel put on 3 freslunce basis, and they ge)

pmdd per shift with i freedamee secursy whutsotrer”

Ermunes mentlons that sotne interns and young journaliss are
aften willing 1o “wark for a byline”, which means worling witheu
firancial compensation in swhangs for recsiving rectiEniiian
and their natme on the story. She alds that some 'Ei.'pEI'H‘JII"E'.‘I
jourmaliers are also willing 1o write for free, st @ gl exposure

ON THE GRID
With the freelunes lndusiry's carsiderable growi ]y, the bocal media
iittustry serms to be manaferring more and mare g aaing the
gig eronomy, with jourmaliss being lired online per zmicle they
writi, says Chinma “That & exaoily where things are going, Henes
the need for freelance arganisstions such as SAFREA 1o suppart
freelantirs and 1o bulld some collecrive bargainitg power”
=R 'ikum:r

Aceording to Muors, websitss that cotrart work.an an artitle-
by-article basis are b-eﬂur:ing more popular Howsves, these

platforms man the risk of damuging the ethies of the ndustry,

sitee their contenn tan't bedng, monltored In aewsmoomrm ad
ht-cus_-.e the jouenalssts on these platforms areny necessarily
formally rrabied 1 SUSpECT that thisr are CarEnl: leJ: e says
“L et gikedd & ot by yourg people || if they shanild EET Al Agent o
by ai‘:nu'l:i Jmin fonline mmntractiig plnl.ﬁ:mmL amd | sy, 'ﬂlh}'
don'tym st leamore write? " she sya

Smit savs that shie found online freelance-contracting pl;:furma
usafil 1 siart ssablddng her business. but Javer found word-
af-mouth n-rnmmendunum to be much mere weful 1 ]ltg,}d&'
recommmiend that ﬁ'l:HI:.tm:ﬁ, sspecinlly b digital II'LEJ‘J.E'TJ“E anitl
soeinl media m.imggm-:m, start by :ﬂuml.mg 1o ATl
anid lgeal isinesses. Ward-of-mouth 13 a powerful 1wal,” she adds

WHERE TO NOW?

"I.lhil].lrth: m‘rpﬂr'mnrr nfnrﬁm bsatiatis surh ns SAFREAwill grow
with mg.m:smrmu surh as SANEE and the AIP 10 pool resotirens
and suppon.” says Skinner.

I think the future of fmedia) work in geneml b giing to e
i ﬁ-eela:x:inﬂ, Irecmusn | diny think this pandemic & ging 1o
g avery” says Muore, Peopile bave gotten used 1o the ldea of
warking from home | thunk companks have gotten used 10
cursowrring because they lose the responsibility pf the Bth
cheque” There Is now also @ need for journabists 1o epand their
slidlls and change their approach to be mwln disciplined, m order
0 emsure that they ave ahle 1o perform o wider varisy of warl
asnording 1o Emmer.

In terms of comemuniny news, the suryival of freelanrers depends
an the survival of the commumity publications that support them,
eayy Bhlomo. “Hopefolly the siruarion will go hack to normal and
our businesses will continue and thrive,” the ndds SMF
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Nuus vir n
aanlyn generasie

In die afgelope dekatle het die vervaardiging en verbrulk van nuus in die
Suid-Afrikaanse medialandskap aansienlik verander, Plaashik is koerante
soos Agppart now ook aanlyn beskikhaar op Nefweark24, terwyl aanlyn
publikasies soas Haily Maverick se werk nouw in 'n gedrukie weekhlad,
IMIBS, verwerk word. Nuus bergik haie meer o8 en ore as ocit tevore,

maar dit meet now ook meeding met die corvioed van inligting wat op

digitale platiorms vir nuusverbruikers heskikhaar is.

Deutr Inge du Plessis

Ty READ THES ARTICLE IN ENGLISE. SCAN THE (8 COUE BN PAgE 3
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g2 Jullan Jarisen 18 jaar gelede s joemralis By Rappor
wmhmmnnuﬂﬂmﬂm&nm.
tﬂ‘-ﬂﬂcﬂfmutﬂl‘hhlllﬂwﬂ-nﬂ!ﬂnmttlﬁ ATkt

fiom varset het. e 'y Fors af twee dour dis Totograaf waz swam moe

'hum ol gegaan hot.

Vantzg Ik h'lﬂrd'rnwm amdlers: *Dle padaes win iy ra dl= kantoor

‘to g, % e e et fy was gRan e e dke mrln:mrfnra. yersel

Jaraen. “y bty mow wit hulle n Manigreep en die fotngrf neem

balekesr'n WtwﬁnWﬁtﬂMﬁrlrmﬂWWrﬁih ore a0l

- pmrfmm Ruppars getetl diie vlsule = dankilements szm
e die svorke wan yerwaardig mr&,ﬁwnﬂurm

Wae '-Llrrm.r bate moelle was was om (0loop van ' redakils e
Kty en) die d huhmnmwmnmwmdultm
affh ult te b vemisl inge Kilme, adunkredatoear van
Rappart. Sammige pemalldte hes herer mngepas by din byyoegig van
digitafe tiemmss, waar dit vir ander “wesmd en Bedragent” was, 82 5y

‘Dl bkl nﬁdlnnmdl.ﬁﬂ: (osetha | a7t andarsina)

mmmrﬂumﬂmwumquhmmkmdmrmm

tl  verbtullsgmoontes  verndet” & Sarah Weopman,  die
_mmrlmiemﬁmmﬂuiwmm PRI E-fEs Al SME.

‘Omdat mensz e dte grovs en skelile verandetings wat dis Jand
{ipadurerre dis gramtetrra] beliaf het. e hut hosd kon veriaas iz,

s taar Bk angs e erbeanmwanrds vise: Dt bryvamgeng wan visuele

#n klinkolsmants hr de Hnlh:imu van ars etk et ens oegesat
am whmf o ' mner B uwe manisr o8 besrak” 58 Moopman,
Betanpeneiiing | addlstorete vorms van media. soos prdsshidings &

sl o e groel i Suid Afrika, Wit Catherins Rice, dhe aanbisder

e yervaaradijer van s e van die Nows24-podsendiogs. smos The
Srﬂ'rﬂan‘l‘hmp-tnhm J-milmrrwﬂ.‘hu:lm

Die vitride selsnen van The Story I4 vangaap tussen T lunte an
1 September mesr a3 125 000 eay gebatster, woigeis Eharlﬂru:

Rised, diie multimedes rediieent van News24,

NUWE MEDIUMS VIR OU ([EN NUWE) MEDIA
Shilale mediz seel publllails In szt om meer aionie & wys wal
Bl Loy e Mo kabeerang L werwag, sondes dat lesies Hul hulse
virtaat of pef tnieval gh van dis koerant s= plaklate razkilen. valgens
Kaibirit. Roppacire 14 b5 Fanebiok, |etagram en Tyiter akelef

“Diigitzal b btk Gerliidetit DIy bald skber afn e 5= Py s lees
it — b tins dosn di S5 verked wy

*En daaran het ans'mu - ripe: clisaipiiing I o prosesse Igebiy

am e vz "Wt doen ons en hevisel mannistiag vierg dis? ™ yerduldiih

kiihind. By ls bistangeik o die aphinsngs op beleoglng van die wd

Wi o digiale aspekie bester ward te adsssssel in wenme vin dle
‘telkvirychie, slpbadihald sh Bersrklng wat'dit vir Hopport s |nhoud

bl 32 3y “Qrs primibre pioduk i din ihosd van o stores w1y
Ruppcrten op Netwerk2 verbyn” '

Nitiverk24 se dighale pakbey bird 35 haecnte 60 10 gyskoifee iy
elehironhese furmsast teen RE9 per maand ash, wlgens die plarfam
se webellsee {1 Novefaber 2000 hut Nois2d berly day Notwerbzd
fnes 71500 digieale mibheridan fald-Afris = gromie dilizle puoes-
lntekeiudings i '

Dy Admvrith — v Hulaglt 25 ' digizale (nboaotiig” Bkt

amdat dig ohtmzan en opiwikketing van hul organisasie hoofrazklik
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clilrast pransving - bet grdurerde 2020 ook 'n weekiies koerait. DAISS
l:-:g|ndtql: th dlle nli- s =0y seret ok s die o rrmfndh:m_
G matler van VPTG Waames o 1 dekjosralstek whgebrel
hﬂt 52 Kaapmmn,

Bulten ful somlaly medleteempsrdighed hes befdn Ruppore =
ity Mevmrik tmlrmd: Infiend by hal gewone artiely begin fhit
mtuﬁﬁrlnmhmmmummm&m hrmmhwﬂd
o mrlﬁhuuﬁ: et el sts op :mllrnph.tfmnt volers Kikires
am Koopman. ﬁmluulumﬂmm iy Miryerick en Newe2s shult otk
o ey by ) mrsnsidlerssie i

Volgens Rlle s die wmsrdlum wan padserdings 1 maltdmadi propek
wat die wetbrullet toctast o die karsliters dar reks. viden ot fondls e
ey, Dfe Fnh::li dalll ap die prdsendlig, mEan dik projes st soves|
afliitormie multimelhs- e ing 58 five.

Prdserdings sl oemmliste |0 staay am meet sgtegrandliligting sar
it storke te gee, vigens Rive Afhitgend van dle storie wat vered| word
AEgm npnlmdimmiemarﬂcmuw ﬂ'it:r:ﬂ'l;ﬂ!‘rrht &
dlis imlwitir camryan a0 nawsssbnose i !::.hi woordslly wess™ = 5y,

Tans 15 daar witsekends podiendings ol bishikbast, maam News24
18 oy altyd daarop: frgesset am die pmgaes s 18 dosl s (m-diegr
pardserdlinga] i ' niows wesd wat ans betres! 53 Riee. "D wers e and
daaraan sedat toegang v die prdsendings iets il wess wat imense
Mams2d lok: . :

Miws24 - die land se groatste =nln nyesplatdorm wat verlede gar
gemiddid 13 imiljen dazollse besoehers geliad het— bet in Avgustus
2020 1 ket belmdmmt.mmwmurd 11t i eerms twvee
maande rﬂﬂﬂtdlnmﬂﬂﬂnﬁmﬂﬂh It Finfie 20 00D &Imml:ﬂ‘rlﬂi:m
gehad, wolgens ol webratste 10 Aptll 2029 het Hulis 41 000 betslonde
dilralis inessmare gehad volguns die Werekdverenigig vie Koerange =)
Nusiapitgewers ﬂ.'mn J‘FHA}

Dt - v Iullgﬂnqmmge-pmm et wael v, vl sk Comtalie
wat 1arm besly |s met ' meestersgraad i skososlale amwerp = dik
Urmvershtet van Borsn-Sotzans n alle. Conradly het voorhesn josmiaflativk
studoer en I gl plasiive metishedry? gewetle Voorheen hee gedriiee
mm’qllmﬁ et ander kaeranre mesgedim, mRar S0l kst
fuitle et beroemides an kas- a0 fendvidio's” 52 Conradie.

Comradle mesn varbsrufivers vind llh&antmmuulllkmdhn s b elle
yermaak te joes,

Musaweriesl Nltwa, metle-professor n medlastodies gan dle
Llrmmlmt van Maapstar, bessi die m'rpmlﬁl'e tusen yerm=k & o
Jamgmene: e strgany ot vesivaidige platfommin 2n viskels el =
2= fulle fie Telisyante niws blen ik, werbirulk Bt marﬁm 5 Nl
Danis 0 groser yeshelemhesd van houdsaantisdings en die verander

mrbnisgEmaontes. eges b,

‘N AFNAME IN NUUSVERBRUIKERS
Thaar was 1 geleidelbe afname by nuusverbinlk oot die bte Gand sedee
a4 vertfuldisiily Nellovu "Diaas was wiafriase i Valwasse. Jong vishwasse
i Jeig-nustverbrulkens, midr veral die g’

The Iesirs war Pappost 5= koerant an a2nhyn pib||asie b doil van ' ouer
gerieraale van nusverbnilhies wan bale fpelig en hojpsl s wigens Kobne

"War dle gribladenis wie ons gewys he s dat manse famate lelle

oty word miesr modis gebrolk én msr gineig s om dasrvonr e beea)”
= oy Volgens dle Suld Aftkaanes Cudie-byro van Sirollasle (A80) e
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woeTanesirkulastesyfers, het Rupport In die swiesds kwiirszal van 2027

n total sitkalasiggyfer van T8 16T gehad, wimivan 73 957 Litstaald was
Dbt 1= 1 B.8% aframe teenonf dis esrare kvareaal

Commaille = ook dat memse - nslaend sy, a5 3atige met
noageegrond i die media - nie meer jostnaliste 30 artksls 33 n
haafbiran van Indgting gebralk nle, muar sorder as 1 sakondére bron
any mer inllgting ve kry mor s Wit op soskals media of deur erankd
hikend gedetl s

Kuhne wortel dat 3y die niusgewmontes van (jeerEile Z - meiss wat
tuzzan 1995 en 2016 gebors 55— aor dis afgeiops tydperk Waarimem

“Elke eer wat [Roppot] orddrhouds met studene vaar v o alle
wattsr mreecla gebinale hydle an dan 52 halls Bk ceben sinlilc op nlls'ih
nig. Hulle betadl rile vir media ke &n hulle vind halle medla ap dnder
plekke” g8 Kohie

"Nugsverbnglkers vih mire 5 In hiardle ssadiom wasrskentls basip
an m YirTubiers v byl 2n t2 Lilster wat Karye Wise vali die warald
dink; THt Is  bmle el mark vie o wat in dig wadisiimele medla
vtk - dnak en digitant - om e berelk” 58 Hishrie 'n TikTak-sanyeras
"wat rie e=rs sing nig’, kan dessdas die murs van 18- tor 20-arkgss b
Sule-Afrlla Trreer suksesvnl berslk as enige tradislonels redia, mesn sy

INTERAKTIEWE NUUSVERBRUIKERS

“Die jongmenas aal ommiddelilik vir jou 38 Bk stei i befang im s
miE Maar as |y vir halle v Wt weet jyovan Biack Lives Matter?,
af "Wzt weaot y van afghanistan of Wat weset |y von die optogts in
KwaZula-Natal? | dan weet hulle baie Hulle besef nie alved dat hulle
Thuid gefnetk nie S8 Kahne:

Soniate madiz-varbrujkers wersldwyd stel 3l hoe meses belang in
s0siale geregHoneidskwessies, =008 g aanlyn FoiEckivesMatier-
wefdroq, barg RESET, o organizasio sonder winaoogmerk wat
fokus: op yoifioubone digiyle ontwldketing  Minssens 60
|ande: hiet @an @nt-rasaistess bewogings desigenssm o
gedurende die wydpark van die #BlackLivesiiatter.
vefdeod in 2020 voigans RESET.

Tieners. asooh  ander sofals  edis verbroikers,

g belangsteliing In dosiale gerogticheidskwessies
weerspies] ot N mate joermafisiEeke etiek. volgens
Comradie: "Paar s o gemesnskap van informets jeemakiae

-encons kam eintdih By holle zanhiank vind, wane hulle ardear

ack die drok ont aandag te trek 8p te Dehoo, masr om
tarseifdereyd &g ve-biy en die waarheid t= deal, 56 3y

Clie nuwe generanie i3 nie net nuuysgebroiers nla magr ook
nuasdesinemers. volgans: Kuhne Nt gaan [niefessan: Wess om
18 gigdl hos die nues, Nuusprodoksie en joemalistak gaan ontwikks
am by mense aan te pas; Ona |5 in bole onbekende vaarwaise wat
Intermhiiwitelr aaonbesref” ae Kihne: “[Die jonged generdsiz] 5 mesr
betrole e mesr skief aa watr die vorige geslagre op desndie
auderdom wis.

JOERNALISTIEK IN DIE KUBERWERELD
i l=spes ls 2an dis beweag en wae helle in halle hand het, i halle
wilfnan. Dia amper aood 'n aamapompis wit hulle hei & hulle ke
geduring daarop. 5o ons mos: and Ipsers voly, = Janien

Japs=n her &3ns amper T4 000 wolgelinge ap %y Facebpok-biad

@

Yalgens ham s verifikasie bake belangril wie srlbglensnd wat: Infligtig oo
Facebook desl

“Almal wh jorrmallsts wess Mense |s dimsdas vinoigar as joarallsse op
ritaclzadonale an hille neem fate's van die gesiges van dis slapofers B
kery =amm video's van slagaiters war in holle eie blosd &7 58 Jarmen, "Dt
word ohoEserEereand  dis wersld Ingestour Soslaie medm & koemne
somider redaktenrs an sonder ' proges van veniflssle”

Jarsen s& sgtar dat Iy sy Fesshonk-biag ool ekl o sgwel Ey e
artikeis @5 Interessante ardkels van 5y kilegas an ander sl e
2 detl Sodusnde bled by ™ Inmeressanie pakket vir 57 volgelings aan
Wannoer fiy o e star|e doen, moet jy dle bemageiging van jou e swere
thoaiy, Chns Yam- nle ret op Metwirrk24 scaarmaak om dig snote e dg nie”
st Jansen, Waninesr ofts o swrle skryf. moer daardie storle digal masr
(e, cre-en Wingers ke

Ver(fiasie en ntegriselc 2anivn dkep n wirhnaelitig van verifoue tusss)
lezer an juerialis, voigars Jensen, Sammigs van die ardkeis war by e,
Iz egrer nie begklkb=ar vir al 5y Facebook-vidgelinge nie. omdaes siegs
Matwmri24-intekenaars toegany daaree hee

“Shirns sal menss indie kemmentaar-afieling ka oor diz intakeammodil,
My Iqale valgellnge sdiicate ille dan smmer. Jomtnalisee moet ok
ki ap diz wafel sic e dle mtekenprys [van Nemwerk24] 15 wethdle mio
wir die hoevealheld publikssias waartas dis yir Jh TOERADNG gES, medn
damsen. SMF

FISEA] N 2] EHHED
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new face

The emotions and reactions of the fans In the stands
are crucial in shaping the way that sports stories are
reported on, according to Xola Ntshinga, South Afriean
sports anchor. But singe the onset of the Covid-1Y
pandernic, stadiums have been empty. While the absence
of cheers was one of a series of hurdies that reporters
had to overcome, the pandemic brought about unique
oppartunities to find solutions to some of the problems
sports journalists face

By Tina Ddamulira

l"'Iml._t_:: Tm.E Didamuilira




POrTs repnrting enEil more than

just relyiog onthe score or the

resultof a match —iv1s about the
narTaye, sve Mtkio Mietisn, depaty
aoitoraf hporedd iikeliso foels that m
order 1o el the story, jourmalists relyon
“EEOTTOHE TN o  WHICH he defnes ad
3 “leeem sanse Torthe game and gathenng
imformution from | ] evirpone we can. 1o
ol seTie ol tHe FpOTHTiE OCcasIon sl
Wiy Home Temms o InaIvIdvasE Wi and
o dont

The onsét of the Coyid- 19 pandemis

and the socompanying restrictions have
resibted i bmited in-person miervisws,
the inability 1o access: matches  and
practices, and extended working houdrs,
aceording fo Miikelisg: “The workday hos
fransitioned from being & 9-ish 1o 5-ish
operation 1o 20900 wm: o 900 pm time
-spirrn Sometimes aven boyond,” Miikeliso
telts SMFIn omml correspandemnoe

WORKING FROM HOME

Since the outhreak of the pandemic, the
D5ty Premiecship tformesly fnown =s
the Premier Soccer League or F5L) denies
jomrmalists gooess ocarny of the foothall
pgrmes, gerording to Edoardo Martinuezi,
the digital content editar for: Soccer
Lochima and Kokl — an ontine footiall
news: platform Freelance journafists are
deniod-a chance 1o eam an, moome 25 @
resiudt of the DSty Premivrships actions:
which affects photographers: the miost;
-snye Cnel Fourie, afreclince pholoprapher

Thie fn because feporters: oan view the
ot foon el evision (TVY and: sull write-a
review, whereas photographers nessi to
be at the venue in order- fo do their job;
b explains:

The jourratises that cover foothbat] faoe
bren-artending virieal press confererices
in order:to: get content about player
updates and bebind e -scones  news,
according o Lorenz Kdhier, a former
journatise for Ewk(ff and the  prioe
publication.  KickQEF  Mogazine . “The
provis that you eangit m Cape Town: and
ateend o ovirtual press; conferenoe o
anotherprovinee. gays Kihler

However, most  joornolisis - from

different pullications are given the same
information  from - medin  marReeTs|
wihiereas they conld previously phvsically
attend Jive marches or @ecess pioyers at
the training groundy, sccording to Kohler.
“This m#ans that we have 1o et cremti
with the gontent thatwe gl he says

Mortiviuzzl has algo found thot
while the maders on KickOfs digital
platforing are still consuming hard
news, the sofier news elemant, such
af Tifestyle news g captursd the
audiencés artention (oo. "We  have
forised on prear storytelling, thersby
fulfilling the readersneads” he says

The pandemic pressnted Aoy Samimels,
a former TV tegortet fir ety Nesws and
Sport, with the apportonity to interyvisy
athleres from overseds via video call —an
opportunity she miight not b had anider

norpal Aeld reporting rcumstances
‘All of & sudden, all the: athletes were
doimng-virtual calls and thar was the way
they were speaking w the media” she
says: [oing interviews via viroeal calls
also meant that journalins did pon have
o drive out (o sources and be on the rosd
“and then come back o import adl thas
footase says Samuels

THE MISSING CROWD
As lockidown restrichions have been
gradually lifted, journalisis have been
welcomed | back 1o cerain  sporting
events, says Martinuzzl For mmsance,
sports journaliss were allowed 1o cover
the British and Insh Lions rushy tour
w0 South Affics thar ook place from
24 July 1o 7 August 2021 in person; savs
Miikelsso, The journalists: were present
in the stands o their plocaed rones; b
Had nio comact with players and ceaching
persannel, he adds, Entry 1o the fixmres
were only allowed  after a8 negatve
Covid-19 test, according o J] Harmse, the
miedia mansger for |he Sprinebok Sevens
Furthermore, no physical afier-maich
presg conferences were held — only
viriual ones — according 1o Harmese, who
asgisted with medin and communicanons
during the Briosh and Irish Lions wur
“That mnpacted the wood of the evenn,
he ells SMFP via el correspondence
“Mormally; one would have 3 couple o
cuestions 0 a coachiplayer. With the
virtual [conferences], i was limited”




Plipto: Tina Ddamulirs

Whitle journallsts were graned somess 1o sporting eveis, tlisss
evenls twok place iy empey stailinms. This matle reporting
dltfieulr for the TV repomiees, drcording 1 Xols Nishings, s sporns
aneloy for Neweroom Afrila and icaramia FM. Broadeest spons
coverage hingms an the reactins af the supporters. oiheic anger
er =mgliom- i relation o e evems, sayvs Nalibings

Froe TV repariers. the sense of a massive sparming =t is lod
wilen there s nebmdy i the stands, be adids This sensn was
espectally loar ar the Woenen's Tweniy20 [ntemutional seris o
March 2L where to spiestiiors were in atendances 1o witness
the houth African narional cricked veaom bean nedia an all the three
pratches, sy Mishioga, This wis § wasalye achlevemenr for
them, bt nobody v there [hesies the penmrnalias] oo artaally
witniess such acelebraiom” e s

CHANGE IN CONTENT

Mishing sy thm sparts bull=ting =l reporting, lws dhanged
sionificantly sinee (e start of the pandemiz, a= he new uses mon
emotive lunguage, “The anly people who @nommy the embtboms
are reporers, e sy

Al the besinning of the pandemic, Gr & prried of wo weeks,
the spirts lulletins conslsed ol the evens thay were being malled
off mther than what was going ahead =ys Thalalk=le Mnganga.
an Evewltness News (FWN) spors repormes. But Mugangs beliers
that ehis change i the bulletn forowmt 6 wer a5 by of an lsmre
a= ane might liink “As we cdeale with (he readtty of the sloomion
we realised 3t was 3 grest tme 1o ersative cantens and tack]e
tssiies we woultl not-normally address durmig s busy alendar”
savs Mnzngas Now, witen ahe tlos bilerviews with dthlats, shi
rist oy just asks dbeun thelr “feld Hmues”, b also rouches “an
riventil health and the contimeed bnpics of the pademde o their
way ol W, e ardds

ADVERTISING AND RETRENCHMENTS

A ot events were pulled sifsehedule, the advenlding revenius
formed Lt linked w1hese evems esenially follswed sul), seeording
to Climem van der Berg, senjor mmnager of cofnmunicalion
far SuperSport. Neverthiless “SuperSport his been Incredibly
surtessiul, surpasing budeger and all expecwdoms for the hig

[three sporting evens|. VEFA [Champions League], Brivsh and
irish Lians [tour] aned the Olympls”. e =ye

Far Kirk{F Maguzine, the dip in adventtsng revenue when
there were o gaovs belng playedd did sor bhave & significn
bt o the print puliication, accoeding o fols Doda, the pring
editor of Kikihf Magezme. "We were pot genting & b al monsy
fram ndveritiing aoyway, b says The print publiction was also
foirtuniste enough not 1o bave eirenched aoy employes, sine
Kbkt Magazit hias always baid 3 smal] e s aoysell die
sult-eilitar and thires otirmalisa " says |?u-:in.

LOGISTICAL CHANGES

Satnusls fund i diffieult 1w repor for TV diring the pazademie
becistise | be maarity of the workshe did Imlved dolng m-person
interviews. “You luve 1o be anderstanding to the gthilere of tlisy
dan'e W i wrel upE with you in person” dhe says

farven that Samuels fimed ber swncinerviess, there was oo
nreetl for @ camerapersoy, She ldleves thar s made sihblet=s feel
at emse and thar theywere less suseepible o getting e [Covid-19)
virny” Samiels found v interesiing e see how camifrtalle i
athletes were baing filmed with o cell phone, vemsus how'their
persoaias ohangedl 1o front of o birger mmezs

Broadvasters Had 1o rely an a lot of archival visuils, which
Included “3 ot af fmages, which lan't yecssarily the ben fo
TV Sawnuels mentinns, Thie imazes were elther sowreed from ol
athiletes themselves o from thelr soend meidin sccoting. ihe savs
Athleveswrere alsa ashed w ger thejr roach or family members m
record thetr training, avmrding ta Sanuels *hink Ow's where |
teatike oy bt okl 1o m ot ol @thileves”

Einely Polu, s sparts anichir (o '-J-{"'Hr-‘rlk,fh:nff'l'ir?‘ bvam Sl
that broadimsting spors on the sardio lias bedn challenging o do
from home “Especially when you've gt live sports an the g
aritd you lwve 1o pre-record your bulleting for the aochar 1o add
thefr tews bulleting || the stures are oot alwsys ap o date)
aays Paluta

Huwevet, Nuhing appreciares thar the show can still continue
remotely, should semething go weohg ut e smtlon Aol even
st [f.'-\-'.'tr.1-lF"| [ think we feel fiee o maks wse of the advanes in
teelmolagy thar allow us va to than” he sors SME




Funding models:

Bespoke or broke?

New business models are being explored to ensure the journalism industry survives amid shrinking newsrooms.
Targeting niche audiences, implementing paywalls and using subscription models are a few of the methods that
have been adopted by publications globally. However, the key to sustainability may lie in creating a bespoke
funding model that caters to audiences while providing them with a unigue experience.

By Kimberley Schoeman

outh Afrims medin emvironment |8 & dipamle and
S.'h.uu_‘-,ing space, Reatlirs are secking stimulaing news
slories 1o engags with across muliiple digival and grim
plativeme. However, riiing printing costs - coupled with
the expectation for ediveriol content to be Womvatie, freely
availublie and weranile for all platferms — thrsaten ieadithonal
pierdla busitess models This 18 avcording o Chris Roper
daputy, chilel sxtmiriye officer (CEQ) of Code for Afrlea, and
former ediior-fn-chiel of Mot & Guarilian
“srth Afrbmns s stariog ko better trusshile media. However
there 1k @ chinllatige for the medin v rrove © restlees that =ying
{ar ofirally |ournalism is werthill sys Hoper
1 other counmies, such) as the Nealierlands, some il news

erEanksations recefve dirmey goveniment funding, Tiis may be

bey 1o the long-t2rm sirvivl of loesl foumalisn, seremding 1o
Beg Rumuey, lonmit medin tessarcher at Rhodes Universitgs
schionl of Jbuiillem and medin snidis s Smith Africa, this
kil of tinunglul mapport ' s curmemly estremedy lcky; die 1o
the mouniy’s history of gorernment inendvement nthe media
duritig gpartheld, sns Rumnsy

JOURNALISM WITHIN ACONTENT ECONOMY
Aodiorire hehnvionr s shifted (mom reading  fom=form) e
[P T, e e ST PO OO ) 404 Tad et Thee O i
ta Hyun Hancocks: direcior of | the Sonth) Afmoan Beserve Hank
Contre for Economics [ourmlism, This s chomged thie e of
COnton A ey enmkre withy ws witkas- ooy ey snmmewith i

“Heople are: prodocing sairmive conteiml asd. storyieliing m
warigus shapes and forms; expeine Hmoecks: [T raditional
st riat emarhd op owith us [$ocin] mesdtia) ey welk which
b Wiy W see e datly) pagier uss dossn - really ssise anymom

Ahifts i whire momdirmmes g chobiinE (00 COnSImme COTeTs
e atse dismuprad the madaTone] joernalistomode] | Hancocks
erplmine. b orderto resctitwirandiemoes; [oarmalists sirive 1o el
oriline conversntioms via their socin] media occoumts: Prbiications
abin redy epethedr o platforms for regder engmEpeamg, s oni
to Hamoosles:

" Twitter vapecinlly, jourmilists have woded 1o ]ead hoadlone.
forpsed chmeersannns, g its challrngimgs to| draw aiientm
t fredr prablicaTons and contant, expiians Honosoes

Pubdicatisne are porming 1o atemiee fomms of content with
oy types of disoribution cloomels (o) el stomes according 1o
Hanmgcks, Fhe challengs with this soprooch’ & fndig e eigh
bmlanre of content,  plrdorn chgiEce and  andience Enowledge
it eorodim 1oy Sewti Charsdambons: CE of Daily, Waveriick

You want (o e purimg o most relevmn comest sl
journaimim front of eopks [W]ksther thats o cimate chamnge
Artie of amemnbersiin marieing messmee you - redly wanm o
b proshamg i 1o thes e people e give [yoor pubdication] the
grontestolanoe of spocess. exolnine Chnrilamiboms

MARKET-DRIVEN JOURNALISM
Todday'e audivnces hiove @ diffesont piindsie for the conreng they
want miedias puhlicsilogs o prodice, they Tieve an appetite fo
enriching and snpasine narmthes Aocotding o Honcils

*Ririld Fuidbenees ane then build soniteny thar ausieiness r=aily
weant e fallow!” explodds Hantbeks "]V Hnpeirmi o andbrsgand
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what your audisnee Wants o consume, and slere Yoor piches

THREE REVENUE STREAMS OF DAILY MAVERICK

[ara], and thien developing than” sy Hanrbelks

Media publlesations may look o “hehavioural ébondgmicd” 10
anddreizud thie dyndmies bermsen the andience and the creaton
explaine Haneocks This allewd publications 1o develop and
mintutain audisnces) wiest eommercial impdrattves dnd see whon
storits are Deing vead mesk b adds. (See story on piegs I9)

Online, you've constanlly fmving firslome onigue ¥icitors
coming in You nweed to anderstand the aodlbnees meeds and
fiot heeesgarily. wihat they want” days Haneocks, Howsver
“publicationy bhave proves 1 be strageliog with elving soleby on
AudiencE ponerited rerenie strvams” arcording 10 Hannoeks

MNetri sites e Deafly Sovorick use diglial tools b Argst User
beliavicur dnd prompt marlestdis messaping that beit allgns
with the users proferencss sy Charilambous: "Marketing
Autormation/ is somethingwe dse already. We've hean' dsine thie todl
valled Tlano, which s ane of e will-lenown industry wols, and
wie nee Uil 1o et misvsl=ie) sign-upl to people” he deplains:
Cheiratambhus adds (hm wsing these (pole “rollect Information
fromi ditferont suareos uned thien allows o8 o pat 3 nwieh) riore
holistie view Gf our megders”

Althnugh' the praciice of market-driven jooendlism Gin bods
a publisstien’s revende it car be wven more nstromental
i malnmining an audisnesy wantd and nesds: secerding 1o
Hzneorks: Thig E-a tepe of hehavibusl econpmica, as 1t leads
Loy Tovalry, [us gai

Prioritisliie your aodiences expettations abovie proEr may
seem “eounterproducive’ Dul Hanvocks bolleves thar thiz will
payt off i the long term "[AlS sooh @8 you start working for the
Aldvertisere vou lose your entlse sudisfce and thie you lose voor
advertisers anyway, becgose thetes no lovaley [Tld] true Tovaloy
[which] eoly comes [Fom that long tern dudivnc. devil dpoent
and maintemanes” savi Haneocos

BRAND IDENTITY AND POSITIVE NARRATIVES
The braned ldenity of 5 medis publicatian = bow the publie
pertoives the poblication, based onoreadess’ expectatione This
I pecopding 1o SarabJane lowes, svalor wipleiene planger
fur Ol Sociallab

"[Your brand iduntiny [s} your audlence's put fellnpg towsnds
your company, explalns Towes 3t ls nor & logo, produdt, ar
provmise hut rather yoor repuration, she zdde

Charalambods  vxplains that  evdeythios  that  Dady
Muvwericle produces = hased on the following  qustion
“What s frurnaligm fon?

Oty oues you know the smewer o that gquestiong we have 3
samewhat elesirer or agroed upon: definbdon of [identoy]” ssind
Churalamboue Then ate can stad to build the visslon and 3
mbedber g tap of thet, and choose tnpartant themes that ene
WanES o cover 26 an arganksanen, he adds
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Venture capital
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E-commerce and publishing wings
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Subscriptions and paywalls

Graphics Kimberley Sehoenvan
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South Africans are starting
to better trust thelr media.
However, there is a challenge
for the media to prove to
readers that paying for
‘quality journalism is worth |t

I South Africa jenrnalban i eatisldeevd '3 service (Hit | p
prople navigae helr world <sy Chardlamboue This allows
piibilcatione o understand how thiy make ‘deeleions hsoed
an thelr audisnoie expdttations ol boy His the faee thit
{nurrtsdliim] 1='2 publc stivics, dnd that skrdde 15 dedlpned (&
bk pimepiles navigane thelr world, it is pntrely focused onwhar the
atdieney peeds Snd ooy they el deelde wluabwe you'vo done'3
gtad jah" syl Charalninkion

Hinsotls beliebis thar hlaw I ‘hews roporting can he
permizable it contribites (o 3 pasdilve rantent narrasive that
Lesids t8 comunundty enteetie e

*Warragives are influsnclng we and o e eoises sefth things
aned 1) has blusred e loe [ 2nd we don't aeed (6 Have this
deiinitive versanal what trith Aty e now” sy Hancerks

Howevbr snghpedtent ooty alio e pegithne Sine 1lke Ny
renuire wuers fo be subscribers (0 ofder 16 edmment on articles
due 4o & histdry el harmiul conuments from the gendral public
tays Hancorles “Their wis 5 Fratghi tine (n Santh Afriea In eros
ef the online presence of puablicdtions apd Medi=24 s 3 good
example of the of the inest Kepiic commbng adctiond Enown (&
teankind Ir'e ke the esbonrh laybr of BRI senloles Hancoddes

BESPOKE FUNDING MODELS
Mageyr disrvpiions By i lng imddels for mumallam have Sifectdd

every e and ek of pitlel globally, aceoniling to R, Thepe
W'e longer o coobile-dumes e apprdaich. Advertielip eorrdndy
eomrriburis a vory adll perdeinsse of seeimee for publfesrlons
aaye Roper

A i eliglval-fives palslieatbon Dl A everdek s Tusel (osrratipiie
to ot il e v plack 10 the mediaTanldtspe, sys Chardlambials
o oindier 1o dio This oy Taavin tgrpised eo fubil e rovioe strsans
Aecording 10 Chiurstambies iede dee tites Qilfemenl Senie
matefiories phillintilivdpy. commereinl efortd. and felder povese
"ERrh b o 'd plan or type of Fivetne stream (hal we pursue
anil | people reaponsibile for depeing [iheim) ™ s Charslambaie
Theyre all eopgruest, i e Debef Trom ndee feslors
anid srore eiisaped rearders s Mo e fimned thoss people aloone
ik e jourriey of finadelal meiihiiship” headile

O Peint plelesl revvegilie sietepy Baseed oit all readlitces deatlilile
aave Charalambons “[Wle con il loneer foly on this Biehly
prisftahle. Wiglivolome advertising Indisiry widees we danrmil
el dhinne] wiiel is pow gone” savs Charataniboos “J1]ve Geking
ts (o be étrreprendiues, produo mindsd audisied-cenirle, @nd
P il s ik s

For eommiunity newspapiers llee rhe Fowiays Reviow 2
piotedivial povenie steam W nionetdlog e papers v s
ik gt libes, siecording o Kliomatso Maksabulane meporer for
the Frtirinivs R,

Hhme comurinlty pepels Nee b lallkibe abold’ erkating
a suibwerlption lihessy model for ressaniers sl Grvese 1o/ our
arehives” sipy Maleeilailde Tewoill peovide siiins eoniesi for
mariieline il adlviptiseis bisdaies wil cab licdse this contepil zod
thigry il fo s 4L

Thie elicblbege = lie bk of fechnleal Erowledse e
i sorl throuph &l artleles linbmés and aiiille dips, msiplaine
M ke i L. D b chiabiges [0 gerieal discodrss zronnid diitalih
toples, sonre el would need o be petoliiesraliedd. she sive

Subirription models hive best widely: adopied, o moithly
il sibsriprlans Juees bicome common within the iidstape
These symene work well ek audience Belavioal, snd
Pruriled &' hiEhly valuohle dlielispes sive Lowess, "Thid Wwealiess of
subscription inddels, 1 that! conslimens are pathiefing ool
frdim a varsely of dilferes soletes, dependie on e dortentl 10
thie bl darion 18 nat & Solree thi tonsumee regulzchy asse ey loe
a subsor] freion moldel 1S ae practieil” sivs Liwee

Lowes sayh that thie Job ar hand ls o aove sdedees throash 2
“Turiniel”, fron awarenisd o copstdaration 1o purehisse ol prm
or a sabworipilan “Hurdils (g e proeeas thol wizers with e
mquiality of pliblicarans” shi- adds.

“You Eavie 1o fiese offer 3 pocd enouph prodom thot they bee
It v bingeagns il tH oot vhatt soee apd thar ey ane willg
pavfor” e save SMF
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HUISTALE IN SUID-AFRIKA

(AS PERSENTASIE VAN BEVOLKINGS

Bron: Storistiel Swid-Afriks Alpemene Huishioodelike Peifing
2018 Grafikaz Anri Mnithee

MEES ONLANGSE
SIRKULASIESYFERS VAN
PUBLIKASIES

Hronne: Inge Kiihne, Anneliese Burgess, Dizon Pillay &
Sithandisve Velaphl Grafika: Anri Manlies
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(ngellp kan wees en kan deeltieem aan die demakranese proses”
s¢ Salawne Volgens Sithandlwe Yelaply, die suusredakieur van
solezwe lrsiXhose, speel die landskap waarin did Oos-Kaapse
kaesant wepablsear word 'n belaugrike ral,

"Ongelukkig, winnesr dit by dis Oos-Kanp Bom, veral met Xhosa
I diaar bale mense wat ongeletierd (s 58 Velaphu

Ble hiworlsss oprwikleling van dle  Ehosanedialandskap
word gekenmerk deur kortstondlge  publikasisleefiyd - o
problesm wal algsmesn op die wsieland bop aitsesk, o8 Salaws
Vilgans sy navorsingsartlkel was die eerste [nhesinse Afrikataal-
keerant (i Suld-Afrika ‘1 Xhisa-koerant wn 1837 Umshuiavell
Wendisha, Byne twee seue later — bn 2005 - het Uspleovie lesiNiosa
dle eurste daghlad in Xhosa geword Nou word did publilasiv weens
finamsicle uitdagings sleps weeklihn ullpeges Ondapls hierdie
(rae pnrwikkellng, merk Veluphd et dane now “bale verbereping”
(n Xhoss-sprekers s belangseling in morderazlnuus s

In sommige gevalle soos et die gewildste Zosloe-puhlikasiv
fsoleswe, stem dis hosverlbeld verdrullkers en die groote van die
taalpemeenskap ni= aleyd soresn nle Volgens Statist ek Suid-Alrika
se 200-gensles, b dane L5 mibiosn Zoeloe-hulstaglsprekioes bn Suid-
Afrlka fsnlozwe s= beraumde |eserssal s wans 706 000 Dit dul san
dat daar rulmee vlr nuvee streskstaalpaablilasies o ander ale 15
volzens Stindile Khangile, voormallge redakieur van foleoive.

“As ¥ na ons land se demipgrafies kyk, dink ek ons kot |1rllg il
mier,” s& =7, "Ons |s riog nie naby markversadiging nie -

Die bestaan van :I\Dﬂﬂﬂ'[i\ﬂll‘l‘uhli.h&bi"i s i “ab=solure peskenk
aan die taal”, meen Inge Kithne adjunkredakyzur van die Afrikaanse
Sondapkoimnt, Rappor

"Roeran ke lewer rasaems hydraes o die ontwikbellng van die
taal —tot die onrwildesling van nuwe woordeskat s& sy v pragt
miet mense oor dinge wat vie hlle belangeik (s°

BEPERKTE HULPBRONNE

Warmesr dit kom by suusprodulsie en die beskikbaarbeid van
huslplironing, blyk dis dapdie geskisdenis 's beduldeode col spesl ln
hoe Suld-Afrikasnse nupskantors vanday vk Die Afriknanse
tazlgemesnskap ber, byvoorbeeld, 'n historus-gevestlpde kultuur
van nuusverhpuilk

“Afrikqans her gelom waar hy 15 et 'n onregyerdizes voordes] as
' gevolg van wan in dle werleds pebeur et verduidelil Kibne. “Die
groter tragedle 1 dat daapdie elfide onregverdipe voordes] yie vir
ander puhlikasivs entvipanler malgroeps geged (s nie”

'n Hulphrantekort hetelen, byvoorbreld, vie Psalizive lesiXhose
anvoldoende tal- en skryfhulpmiddels, soos sekrnnaspeliossers
5% Velaphl,

Klelner nispublikastes erviar dat bronns dibowsls onwlllig s
om kowmmentaar e verskal omdat hulle nie vertroud (s met die
publikasie nie, meen Annellese Bursess, mede-redakteur vap
Ve Waelchlod — "o Afrikaanse publikasie wat sy as “palitles lnks-
[emend” beskeyt

"Mupss st pie wie fy s ole en mense hee ple geodwendlg o
waarde aan daal gehioor nle 58 Burgsss.
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[ & E Uit hang nou af van die eienaars van die
taal om lewe in hul tale in te blaas.

verdutdelll dut dit belingrlk b wle joermilise om (o n gepase
register 1 skryl) "Ong probeer skryl In 'notsal wat ap straar deur
miense gepraat word, waant ons wil bt menes most dle inligting kry
bn'ddie taal st Dl verstaan)” <& ey

Kort nid die publikasie se onsman, het Jseleowe (eaiXfhine
se pedal=le cnder lotiek van bul leers deurgeloop ooc die
syl e taalgebrilk i die koerant, & Velaphl ¥ir hoa was die
opslerp van hul publikase se thalpebrilk deel van o groter
wverantwoosdellkheld tenoor dis izalgenieanskap

"Ung moet ' mander [ om te verseker dat ons Xhoss brwaar”
s& by, Wanniess Fecde van dle taslgemepnskap begin om dis koeran
s= begrippe in hul alledaags ralgshruik bn e slub, *weet flulle]
by fsatemiie dat [huslle] dis terme onrwikliel hed

Kihne en Burgess beliemionn albel die helangrikhetd van
vertaling vanue sy na Engels as nonoodsaaldike vaardigheld vie
Afvikmans [oermalisse in di= pauskamoon Vie beide Yelaphi en
Novahn is elieekre vermalings dikvele nle voldoende e, 'n fokus
op dik konteks van die oorspronddike aanhaling of v omskrywing
van hetekents, hepaal bos begrlppe In Xhoss of fneloe ulippdruk
sord Disveral belungrlk met disverialine van aanhalings, omdal
gren betekenls verbpre mag gaan nbe sf Velapld

VELE TALE UIT EEN MOND

Ten spyte van die unlele oiidaplngs war joernallsgiek (' elle
taal mevhring. stem al dis kenners same Bie heste manisr om
ple-Engefpralize medla e oprwilkel 15 am san te how omdn fog
tatal pe gl

"Bt hang nou af van dig elenaars van die (2al om Tewe in ol
tale ey e bilaas” <8 Balown "As ons Afrilasale meer gereeld i die
medla gehrotke sal div diewhort bestamn van Afrkinale verseker”

56 leun nulskamore verseler dat halle "tor medlzdivershed
byddra® eén qlst dle taal ale "mer nuwe voprwaardes en newe
tegnplogle agegpelazt word ale’ neen Yelaphl Diverse en
I]l!:[ll]hllll'iﬁili'! dra cak by tor di= eowlidellbg van n meer
veelsydles mul THe stem war anders &0 help ome die raal pe
hwazr” voluens Burgass.

Vealialighedd s wel noalidaging in dle nugskan oo, s dis hey
“ewr vise] voortlele as prdele”, omdas dit ook quwe vaardlgheds
en perspekriews bydea volgens Rilbne Salown reken dis 'n
preltiewe verskynsel day “die mpeste Subd-Afrikaners tl'—F:I‘:i‘.‘ 0y
as een taal lun prast” Volgens dle Regeringskommunikisie- en
[nligeingsnels=] (GULS) se Arprdife ”i:h' vir Sufd-Afrike 201819
ke die meeate Subd-Afrlaners "ten mbnsie taee of meer” san die
ampstale praat

"Al w=arsoor ons lian hoap, s dat becdie nelglbg sal soortduur
dat thens= sal aanhon om diarln belang te sed am ke baiten ol
hibsitaal i prpat” o Sl

Kaszhula glo dat veeltaligheid vie Suld-Alrikan ers heter tnegang
tor mekaar = leefwErelde sal verskaf en sosiale kahugls respik en
hegrip tussen greenskappe sal liweek

“nn Verltalige burger [ et 'n beter en mesr (ngelige burger;
verdubdelik by “Daar b nlemand in hieedle Lnd wit nis ten
minsie esn Alrikanaal behoort 10 kan praat nle, afhungende van
semar hleEwnon” SAE '
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Na jare van krimpende leserskap,
inkomste en vertroue, glo baie
rolspelers in die mediabedryf dat
n goeie verhouding metlesers die
beste manier is om hul lojaliteit
terug te wen.

[ 4

Deur Candice Jantjies
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‘ ‘ JY MOET DIE STORIE VERANDER WAT MENSE HULSELF O0OR
JOERNALISTE VERTEL VOORDAT JY DIE MANIER WAARQOR
HULLE OOR 'N ORGANISASIE VOEL, SAL VERANDER,

Parry steun op dipltale sutimisks am
te bopaal wanivan holle Jssere hol on
nle hou nie Hulle pelerilk dain ddardis
intigting om aan |esees meer van dis
eoruprnoemds 1 pes By Happors, b
Afrikaane  weskhlad  menltor  dis
redalisin, byvoorbesld dis hopveslheid
aznlyn leeers wat hulle perstoris peirrer
ani te hepazl walter sjaries die nesss
l=tirs lale Dit fs volatis Jullan fanssn, 'n
verslageewor by did publikasis,

‘Dit Is n manker hoe ons otk gna
arlvretensie-Inkomsie oy Want Boe mer
[loeers] b hae mespadvarte nujee gebappel
Is ain dasrdie spemifisle Hedgie, paen e
o cak [Hnandee| | bt venduldelil by

Ander  pemernakapapoblikagise  tres
weor diral [ verhinding met hul lessrs
oity plasillke lwssies 1o hesprosk of
hidphretne en lennis e desl, Sodomds
witrd. heler  plaselile  veralagzewlng
bewvhrtler, of Nalion Spn-lesses lean,
byvoorbiesld, direk mer die publikssis
i rerbinding e via bl SME-fen,
WhateApp en Facehiook “Vir one s it
belangrik om eemsichandd kontalk net
l=birs 1 W™ <8 Sealy

IHe  rosmetnende  pogings sl
nuekzntore aamyond am hul lessrs heter
be wEratin oo te meet, 1€ 'nAandolding day
baia lindie bedsy! streel na 'ngram gehoor
tegy loste van hul veranmwoordelilcheid
ey opubliske diens 1 l=ver e
Neleon, Publibasies loop egter dis gevaar
ail sekere aammmes van ol geleor
te mnask met de folus op hul |eders 4
epidrae. o hy,

Bate  muuelseirg por  yerskillends
cuderlomeproape  hesn  voil dat’ dis

Kedl Srati [ die pedakieur van i 5o,
Foto: Son Keoerant/ Twitter

Prof. Jazob Netson wan die Universireds

v -Arimoma ondersoek die verhouding
s qoeralistel en die publiek
Foto: Yerskaf/Charlle Lilght

Gt Coetzee db die  redakisur  van
Vialleshlongd. Forn: Gort Covzee Twittor

Jubian Jang=n W w0 eepslapgewer by
Rerppaprr. Fotn: Inge du Plessis

rruste waarmes hidlle ampazn ni= aan bl
behovftes s muuserhriil=re voldoen
e, eq dlar hulle grwilde fobs sevoed
worl Peter Plastjize 'nywerize nuusledsr
sty it gepugisie glivd die oochand koy
b1 elle nirus wazrimes by omeaan. Hy wead
dhies ' brewusiells poglng 3an e fuls
il i doek wat mle viesal opr die intesneg
voraprsl e nle

DIE EEN IS 50058 DIE ANDER
Terwyl tuvskantore e aannaines v Bl
lessre ple noodwendie ) aambang mo
bl leders s2 voockelrs dls maak lessis
ok dlle aannemd dar dis hesdeyl as mihieel
wale weetrou kan word nie volzpos Neluon

*Rie wantrone [ ] i nie net zefolis ap
san dpikifiake organlzagle nle, maar i b
ilesl win hierdie proter storie wal mense
vip hulsslf oor dis jacenalisiiak verial
Bt ke dat die Jaernallutiel fundamaenies)
anbéetmabaar is, want dit 1€ 6f daarap uly
ot jou idealngies le verandar sodat v in
pas lsmet die politiek van nausuitzewers
of dle dampop ult ey denes|onele nius e
proclusses am ol pedd ult Jou fo melic
whrdubdilil by

Terwyl daar nie 'n poglapesie oplotalg
vir die hedeyl & |=esmlapameletjie
= nie. oot elle nunskarioor i poging
aatnvend am die kbllektlows parratinf
mndom die gelopdvwaaardlphedd van die
biedryl te herstol ttieen Nolzun

* el is stotle verander wat mafee
hulenlf aor |jorrmaliste vortnl voardat fy die
mianler waartor hulle oor ‘n organlsasie
vhel, wl verander, verduidelik Iy, "En ek
dink. nie elmismand weet hoo o die e
foen nie " SMF
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Some see the media as a space in which
public opinion is reflected. However,
journalists are not just information
providers. They can also be mediators
between public opinion and politicians'
actions. In a country with a political
landscape as vibrant as South Africa's,
political journalists employ techniques
such as their “bullshit detectors” to
navigate political agendas and avoid
being used by those in power.

By Kirsty Buchaolz

",
-,
—
p—
sl @
®,
»




e | |

hile the retanonsep  betwesn
jowmalis: =nd  pabacien  differs
from one instance o the next, thers
15 always = degres of merdependence Thay
both need 2ach ather for carain funetions
gy s Willlzm 8ird; the direcwor of Mediz
Manronng Afriog: 3 non-profiv organisation
that promotes achical and fair jeursakiism
Pomuceaans peed polllcsl  purnatisess o
assizt them In getdng NEr Messages out
As-for the journzlizea. they need politoEssn
order to-aceess infarmatan for wher:stones
says Bird. B what happens whan= politiclan
cobcurs Information with 3 parpruiar agenda?

INDEPENDENCE

‘Somedmes people approach Yoo and thoy
a3y, Theres an axciesive story here ar Wiy
ooty fonking @ this® * euplaing Caran du
Fleszis. 3 fresiance political reporter for Dy
Muovarick City Prassand News2:

D Plessis remambars ow geople would
approach ber while she: was: working as a
reporte) in the Viestem Cape " Fave a story
foryou . T make: 3 star o of oo they sakd,
And they come with 3t hese promises) The
hest i toowse your Dulishit dessceor S0 Why
i this guy giving this atory o me and what
should 1 dowith 67 " savs Du Plessia

Politicians are known {0 do (mierviews
because they want w pash Her namaives
of apendas, eLplams lames de Villlers, an -
depth and profile wresr ot Nows 24 Ultimaiely,
prfiticians want g be I the medi, becduss
thay want to sract woters: hesays,

“There = 3 great expresaon: The media
don't teldl a8 whar e think. bt ¢hey do tell
us- what 1o thinl about * s5ys Sird, Paliticians
seel to shift the marmative n thair fovour, and
away from infermation that they do not wans
10 make public knowiedos, hi expimins

Jary  Gerbet, & photogreoher  wnd
pasfiamentzry reporiel for Nows24, shares
the same sceptical appmach @ pofitcal

reparung: In erms of agendés you've Qo
o FERlsE that everyhodys got ang - even
Yoni a5 @ journaiss’ 2ays Gerber In general,
A jrumaiises agenda would Be o nform the
public and hold pollicans accouprabie. While
imeracting-with sources, Gerber keeps two
questions in the baok of his mmd: “Why s this
person. giving me this info'™ and "What does
I wznt 1o achisva by getung it published?®
For -esampta, if & source 3:-zble wn eak
something from an Afncan National Congrass
(ANG) Manora| Execetive: Commites: (MED)
meeting that will be in ther best interest, they
will do1t, sceording 1o De Villlers, “Whenever 2
svory has rsbders-sad Tin e, vouas s reador
have o wmhe = sesp back and resfise that
scurces speak becauyse xhey wan: w0 pushan
agenda tha will benefiz themselves, he adds:

BULLSHIT DETECTORS ON

it I3 impormamt 1 know what @ poliogEns
mativas are whan they ane pafitcking, when
thay =re telfling the wrpeh, nd when thay think
thay am talling the wuth, according o Du
Plassiz "l tlo use my butlshi derector - what
I k0w of the world and the.swory - @ figure
out {f & poliician 15 waling the tath or no”
savE Do Plessie Yoo kind of have s know
wihien people are: lying 1o you,

Thare s another phrase that afigns: with
“bulishiv detecior, 2ays Stephen Gromes - 3
fomt 3t SAFm, mresenter on Mewzioom Afnka
and joummalist for Cofly. Mowinick = namesy
Wy istha lying liar hing o me?

Groptes axplaing that 35 & woemalio. he has
(i3 ushishit detscor on all the time sspacially
reow that sociad mediz and disinformation ane
S0 prevalent

When t2lking 1o 5 source. the first thing
tx know I8 what wou are xalking oo g
Wi yoi are falking 1o secoming 1o Grootes
Pofiticians often use the media 0 foreground
stories Ty will kivow thae 3 story is-coming
and they will ey Gnd pur dnfarmation dok

@

Photo: Michael Yian/Unsplash




that will - zoftsn tha blow er prepare the
naretive” e -saye “Its not wrong to be &
part of that procesa, blt you must be aware
of what's happening.

While remzining entical jourmalists
zhauld also exXercize caution, sincs’ personal
prajudicen should not gst in the ‘way of
ltearing what a source haa to =ay, sccording
to Du Plessia: "Somsthing might ssund
bullahitty becauss =f your werldview, butto
thiem, its the truth,” she-adds.

Understending podples motives -and
knowing how ta sst the rules of engagemant
a8 & journalist eomes with sxparicnes,
according to MHejrm Omarjes, the politicsl
oditor-at Business Doy "Expedence iz how
one grows 5 buliahit dstector] she says

MEDIA AND POLITICS
The manner 0 whizh journslistz mport on
polities ‘eroates a dislbglis that politicisns
ean intoract with. “lt = = twosway: stroat
=ays Amanda Couws, 2 profassor of politics]
zclence-at Stallonbosch University.
TInvestigative joumslists care very
Important  in  uncovering eorruptisn,
maladministration snd maleficance. That 12
why politicians =ometimes fear the meadis

and often critlclss journalists, but journalists
can sfes halp to ereate condition= condusiva
for politiclens to work in. =ays Gouws

While- media house= in  Britain and
Amsrizz have cloaragendas that thoy push,
“wern lcky In South Africa in that we hawa
big redia houses- thet arent politkeally
sligred. [.] which | think i= kezlthy, Tha
ona-ekcaption would obvidusiy ba [OL an
independant [news cll.ltla't]," savs Da Villlars:

Sehunjslo-owned Indepandent Madiz, tha
company that awns JOL withdiww from tha
Prass Counsil of South Africa in 2016, opting
instzad for an internal ombud. Indapendent
Mediss articles seam to be InfAuenced by
the sxecutive chairparsan, Dr lgbal Surveé,
secording to De Villkers

Industry veteran Ferial Haffzles wrote
ury artids for fin24 In Navamber 2019 titad
“lgbal Survé and how not to laad™. In tha
srtiole, she mzkesz roferenca to Paper Tiper
by Alide Dasnots and Chrizs Whitfisld, both
of wham wers editors and news exeeutives
st Indeperdent Maediz: “[Surva] turksd
hla titlea snd platforms imts two  things
anly: weaponz-to fight hiza many battlez in
diginformation =ampaign= [.] and a= his
paraonal vanites™ writes Haffajse.

"We know that the Indspandent Media
bady kas bean used to push the namrstives
and debstes of Surve confirms De Villlsre
‘or those e Ix-alignad With! The Bolth
African Prezs Cods j=an avenls te Kosp
poajls nccounteble, “which iz wall:adhdrad
b In most sasas’, e sdds.

Survé has. alsc calesd econtroversy in
thie pest through his: politles]l slignment
with the ANC: In 2078, he made anefection
denation of BT millien, zaying that he has
naver hidden the fact that he supports
this ANC, scearding to- an srticle by Jenni
Evans titled “lghal Survé glves - Westermn
Capa ANC Mth-hour financisl boost, but
wants no favours *, published on News24
in'May 20718,

Some nowspapers — such as City Presz,
ownad by Media24 — have faced backliash
Fram politicsl parties.

In 2012, ths iata Jackson Mthambu, who
wad the AMC:= nationzl spolsspesson at
the time asncouraged people to boyeott
City Press and bum their nawspapars after
they. publakad an im=sae of “Tho Spear’.
The psinting depicts former pracldent
Jaesb Zuma with hiz peniz’ expozed,
srcording to De Villlara

Photo; Micheel Fouser) Unspiash




However Ciry Press s sl here coday,
suyn De Villlers. Thers mighs b imimenss
pafitdioal presaure. Obvinwesty polidedans wantd
o Influsice as best chiy can, bt they're
sty unsucoessful

Mome recemly, the Econpmie Fresdom
Fighters (EEF have heen known w erliclss
jeurrilises sred e them kicked out of press
gonferences This males the b of 3 joumalizt
mate diffloult, =ys Du Plessls

Playing  the devils advicswe  Gerber
wondess  how infleenal jourallsts really
are "l think soenetimes we overestimats our
Influsimos, | think parees will cary on dobling
whaever they e dolng anyways” savs Gerber
Hiz finds thisy conceming, g E=ing s wahdog
50 impartane male thit oumalises fulfl

Hewever Bird arguss that while vhe media
lrgely helps o represent the power dynamics
af guvemmins. thiey are 2lsa able o shif and
chamge thess dynamice. “We ane Influenced
by whas pulizicians say when we repor an
thiem, but this |8 not spatthild | can reporean
whatever | wiany wo reporeon,” sys De Willem

Sometimys the madiz do put things on the
polirhital sgenda cxasing politiclans o address
opreadm shimgn i patiament, scsurding o
Gerbwr, 1T sume form of corruption is sspassd,
it mmbghe =nd e havlng real-life epetcussinne
"Digieal Vibas 1 2 good sample After Dally
Maverel brohe the siory, v became 3 big
thing. he says

Fisermir Healeh BMirisber Twvell Ml jlee was
suspended and later resigned  afesr Dolly
Moverioks Scampilo division reieaued  Pleger-
Lenils Mibumhis s2rles of 2nicles mpleating
khiize Iy el chafeof R150 million In Covid-18
funds from the deparimient of health, Thas
a clear example of the medls Influencipg the
politltal agenida,” eaplaing Du Plessi

THEIDEAL

Malmtalning dissanee while imerctng with
peolitdeal sovrtes 18 imporeant for jourhallsts, |
thiink a5 soon a8 you st besoming frignds
with the parsan, then b becomes 2 grey area
t repalt; on someching says B Villjers “As
sabn as that distanse becomes bluiry, then |
ihilinke things became complicatesd”

Too clo= 4 relationshlp, vl the Integriey
of ehve jearnalist can bes shar=red, 28 thuy may
b seen ot ke i the preket of the palidelan
angd  thar  relsdonship  masy Impace chelr
srafles, says And.

The besy soluclon w this problem 4 for
journalists w malmalp  reladonships . with
palidchsns shat are pabive, but peder too
dlose, =pording to Bird “Den't shy away
from diffieuiy or awkward sopica” e sas
‘Politlcians vend not w ke thar, and most ame
masiers At permeding people”

Gerbuer explaing that ke bs pormil o bulld
relatlonships wich politolans in the oume of
voure ereer, but 1t 18 [ripostiant to remeambsr

Graphie: VectorStock

thar youne there w0 strve your readers and
not the palitkckans

Journallsss aped w0 guestion themmebess
putisantly a8 well, says Serbar, He suppuesss
thae they ank guestions such as: “Why am
| dhalng this sty er-"Whit do | bope 1w
arhiews™ and “Amy | sarting = conflace the
public Interssy with [the polidclana] Ineeest
frzine belps vo-have a polital edivtr off whipm
Wi i BoUnoe: deas, scosed o wo Gerbier bt s
[vrparsne foe & jowmallst o have 3 good team
round them

Gaber  ahpught Aot professional
beundaties ofren lzap year when e povessd
the  Demoeratie  Allane=s  [D4)  Inemsl
Elsmnlon *Because | Wik in parkamet | khow
DA =sdir] kahn Stesnhalaen prety well, =nd
peplearound him) S you have wo dink, Okay
am | oteing soo olnse here? " sivs Gierbar,
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Source non-compliance is a major obstacle to overcome in political reporting, says
Qaanitah Hunter, political editor of News24. A ubiquitous tactic that many political parties
employ to silence a story is to ignore political journalists’ inquiries, but this should never
discourage journalists’ endeavours. It is a journalist's duty to create public awareness,
Hunter elaborates. Eventhough source non-compliance manifests in various ways, there

are possible solutions to circumvent this challenge, she says.
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The
barriers to

reportage

Amiong many other challenges, @ lack of funding and resaurces
limit jpurhalists’ repertage an the rural and poarer communities
inSowth Africa. "If you read the average, mainstream newspaper.
you re gonna find very little reporting out of those really poor
cammunities, unless there’s trouble there.” says Raymand Joseph.
a freslance journalist at Seuthern Tip Media,

By Calrlin Maledo
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the copmmanilly accessible when it came (6 niees
covermge “[Tonimaligas! kew the communitles
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the stores” savi [osspl

Malnstream, metlln cetmpanies anl
pariieularly thelrliend offies. are establizhed
inurban economle buby, As & restllr, Journaliss
moyrn dnte the citfes, aecondiig teJoaeph
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THE CULTURE OF THE NEWSRODOM
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article by Quna Qukubs for Capelalk rmidle station Lusdidi
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10 wears ago, he pmphasises thw Bis prmy pubheation, impooy
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Additionally:while some rommamity: hasegd stanies can be fopnd
in mainstrean media publications, the pahlications may not be
financially arcessible ro the atferted communites. arcording m

“We are currently seeking funding and partness tohelp sor this
wp A the commitnlty we secved He 15 notable o divolge details
of the model an this time; gs {twill he bmplemented n 2022

COMMUNITY NEWS COMING HOME
Satutions tosomeof these chalienges may takz years 0 implement
in newsmooms, In the mean tme, joimmalists Toporting on rural
vl poorer communities vhould malke uge of tranalpinn services.
vl join cpmmamity-Based Facehook or WhatsApp szoups in thie
areas; aceording o Josnplhy

"Don only focus on bullding contarrs with amhority, hee
eys. "Community leaders [and] ordinary people snderstand thie
dynamits of the areachar you are in” _

Newsmooms need o facilizae &g ondestanding  bepwes
a person from Consmntin and g person from Khagelioha,
[oummalists nesd o tell the storics shat will build these hridges.
anmarding o faanphy, _

"] harder work to find those lessohviom sons" says
foseph “Hi% never boen eagier tobie o fournalls, and 105 alsg
neven beenhandsr” SME
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News feeds on social media piatforms are often
run by algorithms or automated syst2ms that have
biean developed as a means of managing the mflux

of information available online. There is, however,

still much uncertainty about how these systems

operate, the impact they have or society antl how
they threaten journalism as we know it

By Sibulela Bolarinwa
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ur oladly wrperienms oo plitforms such as facehgolk

Instezrum and Google happen under the watchiul e

af & varieiy of alcorithme The momner m which, these
alporitimns apormie is e well Erpn sesret of the mei s ormnisations
that divelop them. explains Nicof=s Kayser-8ril & data jomrmallst
af AdsorithonYarch

AlgorithanWaich s A nen-profif research - and  advoracy
arzmisgtion hased m Pelling Gemany, The prgznistion
& nommitted | 0 walching, onpeching amid  anaiysing
aiitigmmied decislon-making sywiems, this jn scgonding o he
AgarithmWarch wirbsiie
Foayeer-ril redls SMF thar; a5 It curmently siznds, the sooretiio

parere, of aEgrithms. makes it difficolt o Invessigate not only
Facehook; lstagmm and Google af smher social media platforms
as well, “YWhatwe dolkmow b that the platforms hiaee po incentives
to comered thie comrant tha asers sharn, sy Kaywes-Heil They dao
howeyer, “have s incemtiee o ensure that osery spend as moch
time s possinie ancthe app), This s becpose the main gonl of these
platforms-is 7o - made a prifit, and weers lppming off s, platform
ressilts in redured profits for the company; savs sl Comradie o
quallfied |ourmali wiho) is complesing her musters in pro-socgad
vesiz af the Free University of Hozen-Bolzmo in lialy

BUT FIRST, WHAT IS AN ALGORITHM?
AMpmmithoms 22v the sets ol softwame procnsses an soriplnemorkng
plitforins that anmiyse siowers  preforenees. acoording o Arthor
Giofdsmuck, chiel expiuiive officor (CECT of Warld Wide Wors
a Southy Aftiean-tmsed | sechoology rSeach: orsnmanmme The
indnrmation on & yimwer s individost preferences i then us=il by
the algorithms to desermine which oontent should be prioriisd
for thar spectfic viewer, explains Goldfmck

"We omtdowathoot-algorithm flieping ar this paint. hecsuose
the content Emonmd i jost top g says Coprmdic. YWe do, however,
neesl 1o comsider whor the main objectives of 2lgonthms are,
she adds. Specifically, on inatagram. the algorithm nbjectives &e
alimays subjesive argness Conppdie Theyare desined to priocitioe
“whaieyer hooks you In theee seconds . she sys Content thar i§
dbrive arod s the potentizd to podiio o lor of enzzement has,
for ex=mple, been Grpures by the aliorithens behind Farehook
and Yealube, accoming o Kagmer-Bol

Insmpram wiates that ds algorithims, solecr your prefprences

B BEE

rithm

kmses! mn ¥oun msapp activity, acromding o Kaysr ol Sowees
a mecent experimens thar e condactes] suggesis ditferently: in thie
expermmem, Raysnr-Rril created o new Instagrean ocoomnt &0
Hiced only tmages of Toses. “Instagrsm created M topics that s
snppased o be interested im, even; though the oy thing i ke
ahomt me, m this mos waos that 1 ke roses” savs Kaywes-Bril
rrom this, it 1s evident thip the pladorm is meosn ety rehving ot
atherdata anwell, he says

LIVING IN AN ECHO CHAMBER

rrom: the onser; the 2im of alzoritios “wes to make [t easier for
propie 1o find the things that they e lookmg for, or the Topics
that they pre- mrerested In’, says Brightm Lategan, owner of the
Instpgram - bagesl sovial modla agegy, Brehive Mediz The agency
foromes oo sociel medla maneggment and) brand, development
arrormg fo the Brahie Media Insmgram, preae

“Whenwe pause, when we scroll a bt Jonges, when we clicic imtn
different things”. algwithms ape abie mw idenily the coment that
we Tl §o a2 hill nol necessariy the conitent that wonend tosen
cavs Copradie:

Mzoririons on. spoial medin platforms varrenthipiay 5 crecial
miit-in grnerating ueer tratic on these plaforms, but also oeate
ectin chambers; says Goldsmele Egho chambers namow down the
diversity of content that wers are exposed vh, he adds

“When you make your twpinel vist o Faoebook; | yoo are
slicking through pieses aof conten, |-} and o single visn therofore
=n o thelr spiem ot an dncdepily protile of whan your
imferssts arps explaips Golditock: Viewmrship s maximised
through plgarivhons widch reconumenn pontent tharis b lne wigh
e ey iois slentiona. This ie an aiempt 1o ansare that Yoy
amy Thie pEtform, he smns _

Araremics have heen debating the bivoe of egho chambers for
more than a despde; savs Kaymer Bril. Some academics are of the
opimion that they are “very dagprmous; and others say thay they
dom T even. xSt he adils

Sqctal medin hos become “a lowd echio chambar of polarised
potitlcel views, oivistve thetoric biney oppositions,  many
fabsitkes, pomor disinformation smd prepagamda’ spys Glenda
Uemiiels, associate professor in e medin miidies doprotmens &t
the University of the Wismtersremd, an her 2020 hook, Fomm and
Logs v Sonaefy A frioan foyrnadtam: Neoes in e age af sopral medin

45




SMF

Kaysir-Brbarmoes that algorithumic ftering on & platorm soch
as Farehook hns sthe abality (o eatabiish eche combersthroogh the
prioritsation of contemn Ho mituences the hehovioonr of cormin
groups of peonte, Himewer, the platform ranns decide what thoss
pirophe thindc e acdds

A poniEmporary exsmpleal su eiio chaimbers can, Be S8Ln o
pintforms sochias Farehook and Twiter, whers anti-vixxers have
daily oxposare (o “seemingly crsdinle informatian on why they
Tl MR L WIS

i vEECineEs, b e mit B iEd] 1o ol

snys Conradie

“[f o |ike ripht-wing anti-vax comtent, e ol youwwill ses
b TN T WINE antl-vaxy comient, says Goldstork with reference (o
Hee weay Twirterant Facehook afgorithme aperate

BrNick Brodshaw, foumder of the AL Medis Troap; 1edls SR that
COEIT TS nre o et e i, sl nmd owe ol consummgian

anid-pertans more anportantly, thicabifity to Gl anto specific
(apics of INTerest, MeEming s ey

Jms bn clangs 108 stely

I JerTiiene |.'II':Ii1 WCTEHn

SOCIAL MEDIA VS PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISM

Thue rise of antie news consumption has mead Gt compeirion
in the jourmabiso industry ne longer 2xists between newspapers
atome, Today, competinog s

pinvelvesvirl videos onif infio
platforms; which pose 2 threat (o professiom!
frearmalisin, oxptaing Conrmd i

Videos are becoming highly piopular in the ope of contemn
erpsition over muitinke platforms, =5 different pintforms require
imnovatire and creative ways of mrelling thie sume story, Daniets
telis S0 However, Conrs

NCELS

o Focinl el

irpoints oul that it & pot possible
forr jourmnbiam 1o compese with viral videos. Rather, joornnbists
shioulm Iorus on e (echnoiogicnl aspects of the frofession, soch

a5 e o

o =2oaial media: she sbays.

in mday's socnl media Jnndsmpe, jourmoiists wre some of e
leas) visible content creaors according 1o Conradie Cormemly
polarising mews stories aroe geling the most attenrian she soys

in dight af this, “the moleof journaiism is 10 make:sore thm
wie Jave o healthy mdormanion eovironmen . sayy Comradi
epdd o fooken the whole system. VWe conl) just be
formsing on hard oews and the way e know it becomse thot s
rently retting |hatamorh visibiliny” she o

There:are mmny Ariors 16 (ke ints =

G Wl CanEidarigE
raudirnee -aeoording w
Latejzan instarram s algorithms wilt somatimes boostthe visthility
of conternthased on (T momiber of {ies i hasreceied o the o
o, b theemeoritiom i= comsmntty changing, she oldds

Thie main  privrity of amy news mediom: that is posting i
conten! er- soriul medin is o drive watfic bock o their ewn
[ovetimitest ” aays Goldstuck “Forerhook is orpoahly e seorst emengy
of journalism; amd yor purmaliss depend vy feavilyoon iomo
promote [feiratories ie says: Seme medin annliys
crly way Forward 14 1o demond thay Faceboek pay for joarmalism
freording 1o Daniels. " How

hnw cortant e e EXpoEEd [ 3 Il

TERE [Tl e

ever this miy inrease Farehookos grip
o1l jonrmaiism as the plaform [woold thenawn| the poblic space
UYREIOE. She says

ERROR: AN ETHICAL DILEMMA

In jomrnsi

s practice, ‘there s fne e Derwesn; ImpesiE
ethiral boundaries and censarship. oocording w Goldstuck “Yoo
don’l want o el people what they cannot view.” lissay
Farehinolcs alporithms are 3 form of cemsorehin a= they filte
whiat peopls: can view, says Doidstack: He adeds ot part of the
ettural issue sarmounding e use of algoritions 15 that peonks ire
commware that they are being subijectsd o thm Gerine TFecebonk
alsn lovows that thore is very lidle oversigh, so ey don's have o




brig-ineetive o rEspect iy Ersatimn or any comrEct (du ey
pites wh frheir] meEed ) eliims§ v il

Medis compimiss and ey mEnspement pointivns  aifen
pursne ok s, engine gpamisnteen, and efficien alporithoms
Mt gt replacehomnj oarrmiiste sayvs Damisks. Howeser, In this
faitt-Ieasor] ethecal jomralsm teat priorinss the-puhis
INTETeET a0, shp diis

Wow can desgn an algeritton o) fotus on affeing peogile
‘et aspiosstie [T ] e and of the day, ats
st E e Wenmed o 1 realby maleethim) udgments;
hocmuse the pompiar just o des whil its il ssvs Conviafis;

Hir priveciples oof etbies thst e ) (o jearmsatiss are o
complirated fo| programme oy canpues. sxpjan Cimrdie:
Thismessthet 1), s ameyitabbe that the syt will stirogls 1o
it righr she mis

Hir witimate gool of e peonls who desmn G| progrmmms
e symreans for inmmernm) Ferebook or YooTube @60 inorease
Hoe mffoertinl power of these mpminies; amd 0 ensupetho) e
At AT Ere O IIEE (O (i e Sl Ve TSI
rerrm E-Eys Kaver-frl Themonl i alen G inrresss snsiEenemni.
arcaopiigin Consurlie

Prafit i= had when o afeos such -siomboon  momber of
pitopte say Coordie: [n thisinstance, “oe il piece of gonten
cin Tve bitlions of viewswithin three days | she kxplatns

A Better infornEtion environment {or all canmay B oreied) i
‘e mrporatmns own e chisiceof sisibding e oo, ol i
resninT RS- AW fon whome. —saps L airndie

Reprtitores shhetd Dfioar ethical Boondiaries that sequiresoot
irveadial pEtorns fo pe coray o ecks and halances in place, sl
as i tiving e isers of thess platforms | s s oiem ey are
riewrit twan Peen restricied. acmeding m Galdsmek, Usersshould
atio bt pravidsd with the option (o opn oot of tiese e

il

ONFECTINE | fiEws: i1

ST OIS

b= il A pepinlem with Hhos approaen = Ui coeold. i e
proeinn of draffic on thess plstorme. aocorime 0 Oaldsieck
Momever, thii Smek of transpireny ool aleerithms o Useir

complexity thivans Hat resatators do no: lodw mmech atout o

they work

CODING FOR CHANGE
M5 potreally tharditfioa) o charpoan aleerithm, it counds of
lines of tode” sayve Connntis:

H matiwichuoals mreale bo)orsmmims Cheiy meses; foeds ity desmn
{1t = oy Eueommm] bo preratise: oD e Fioey vl firiay -
i coudd ] 19 more peopli hecoming permanenl tserson Hese
platforers, ey Eonrieiie: This) iy oo, witl b e plinfiorms
05 they will e nore - coTEEsten | ot 1o profi-Irome Sl Ga0s

ldealty, 3 people) frequent o platform) e traffic wall mot b=

ecjuced by clomeng ey underlving adgorithm) Formver
conrern 5 wat iy aving pesle-contenat (tdhim = ot Boged oo

ther existing prefecenmes; they will chok on fewer armris, a8
the srtickes wamibl mor be soometicaly mieeed oo diedr sprofi
e enpiaims G sreck

Thiere |= i need fof oo iranspary, aesmd e probileimns
rairsed by alEorithms. aeconding (o (Conmiiie. This will aflow a
anified attempt acress itdusiries, o sddess thees problens o
recinfizuTe thealzaridoms 1o anpreve e, shesays

A o e Of e day. alEoriims s Eiernie-aut SmuEted s
ey | v ans sl vy s exga e, T Gre. (Ierefionre| po) Deeessar v for
peple tomn oy onting spdia) reoworks-says Kayier-Brik Ba miven
that rfue oy en v alpo rthmos ans Tikedy 10 e | ok e we e
b ek conycinuE stfors 1o expatel cor individon) miormoton
(OIS AR-TIEaE Of SDEIELY. Wik e 10 TECGin SEemey; auar

(HID OCEnsd 10 DONeTH, o G passd 10 =oiely pospiing alserit
filtpiineas - pmrantey smnds ) sys Goldstmoe SMF

raphic Sibulels Bolarinwa
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I the ditital age. social media can be a complex beast! Journalists and news publications am.raﬁanw
of these platforms, savs Kayla Alexander, head of sudience development at Netwerk24 With increased

aocess to online platforms comes more responsibility to spread accuratein

1. With phanomaria

such as citizen journalism becoming morewidespread in the digital age it has become increasingly

impartant for news publications ta sift through the noise of misinformatian ﬁ}'ﬁ%&ﬁfﬂiﬁiﬂlﬁiﬁ ditermima.

pndheaiie, the piralis ndhisery s
movig towards S e digtal sphere,
says Ches Ropes setiri South Afresh
punkalisl and deputy Gl Esoniie
Otficier af Code for Afica ((TA) Roper
belipves that e defiing dhamastsie
ol the jiurnalism dndusery 15 e el 1f
chilliges as ecliralogits changs
For  the curmmt penesstion: ol

Ellfn Hm T]'L'!_' Ll LT ] {Ir rl‘ Eﬂm :l}

dournalists the wie of socful Inedia
means 30 accessihiliny wnlike anything

slu=" says Zod Himadn, 2 digiral and social

et enanEper 3 AfeEmonn Espress

I you don't reseh our on sovial media,
you e milssing 3 galden opportuniy
tn expiand | your peadershin Cand
sepresentation,” entifiemms Carl Thomms &

Jodenalist ar Meowerk2y

Through soplal imedis, fdurpaliss have
the abiliny vo finl & Wider range oFstosks
and Lyeran with sovrces anywhers i
the world, explains Human, Addikiatly,
social miedia grants & vilee 10 grolips ol
people that might ot alwaye feture i

mrbnstrean publications. adds Thomas

Huweyer, 2 pews  publications  and
the genpral puhlic gain loeresed sccess
to andine platarms, they alsa have an
biereased sespansibiiliny so spreadd fienzal
iformyrban, 35 “unreliable soures ot
el alluw weitrnthe fo prevall’ s Kayla
Alexiindes, heard of sudbence devslopmedt
al ﬁfmmﬂtﬂ Theselore i is kmpoctaie 7e
nes publications 1o work theough (he
nitils= el Findl the Facts, slie explaing

SOCIAL MEDIA JOURNALISM

*oefal media e ntssone ol parunis
fir foutnalists and  pees anedin
genveal, fout] there are real langers and
thirats” sivs Lister Nawmenha-Rikhiotso
A prograupne manager in madineing
pesmatrh o amalylls. 3t Media
Meiidraring Africa (MMAL Thes= thieats
~ sudh A mlssepresiinting tnlgrimation ar
sjiresding falie= ndws — brcome sspiecially

By Nicola Spingies

problematic when durpalists piek storis
straliht Trom soetal media platforine and
pabbisl them =y s she Sxplitng Speial
media ‘aloie should no be allssed (o
st the agmnidy ol What & repored on,
becasse |1 allws anore | Iniiances al
misinformation. snd disbdiemation 1o
siface. says Namumba-Rikléitso,

Far aews  publications 0 mmain
selevant antl seen on social el they
might r=ort to wiiting aboitl popilae
irentls seen neross pariculae plitfaems,
sccarting 1o Judith Sundlson, 2n Sdjine
At the Seulh Africm  Rroudeastisg
Corpocation (SARC) and the Ewalulu-
Natal convenan fae the Souh African
Natiomal Ediors' Forun (SANEF) *[Speial
media oends] bedome  wewewnithy
becrse it has 7 drowiug following and s
tseed by advertbsers” sy Santlivon,

AP MM, Namumba-Rilhiese says they
saw 3 “monceriing mend 2oy pevs
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mapss and Viteos off ol sockal media an
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Rikhoteo News publicatiing therefore
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mmapansthly o dlss=miliae “ascurate
seliahle inflrmation’, sips Alekanidos

CITIZEN JOURNALISM
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Iy prvolves - grourd belins aware G whit
cotteilt eltirens gnil yews pubidldthss
aife puittivis odh! Phised - anel e Dridlidmee

I e e I Ve sepntive ank yol
meed 1 neaiog dat and el ehae die
sfrmallmy” sle nays

Thinirias Hprede thar @ 16 [mpoian
fop diws prublliEatinns b be e of e
visgiimid bk ey pobilialy gl ghane <
sl farrl AT ewenit: wpll et iy with odily oaie
virfer Bopreialle-if iy comes feim séedal
mikdia” He s5va Flust bheentide dn syeml
b5 pliied ob poei] i diis i mem
vt hiies iwiile ol 3

Heesinse il (e reminins TEigely
whremilared  docti]l mkdin dderd Em
iy e biai] D despriafing: thar ey ke 1
thi dipitil sphetd wits Sandisme This
¥ often doie Witkiow a8 thogph Top die
Uiy heiiive eofsaumites their pobis
o “shoves” n Hive D ihie poal wipld
ehiéd sxplaliis. Ooverniie bodlbs saeh'ie
chib Pivss Coninell ol Sounly Mg, [elitd
digltd]l medla n the Prise Code save
Reitloy - Oumedi.  Beriide  digiil  news
mbdla'ind intiird disle soeinl medla e
ol yegiulomed “os far e e e arneiied o
esntiblishiin e le okl l=tions” sharing
afur] e esin o Do P ke ne
probilermdtic, says Boilng Guimede

Peaple weivilil b ndiive (0 bl dhii
eni'is] mikdia dibesit (nflusne the rews
L a0 exteng, says Tluinse "I fidming i
o gievs publimilons to do smorter gnd
Idgirer. with srories i) ssniply daing
nipfine-livil posts b aften appiear of
eni'ig] mkdla” he sye

Mirurally, wedE are bad |olorinlste
abu] it pabilbabibes sl die |0 die
blisivires of firpine r=llie 1o evsiie
s=ye Riper "Bul'the folirnel eis we e
abiud diw P b el e i=ifie” SMF
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The pandemic has brought on a flood of Covid-19-related information, resulting in

uncertainty regarding where to turn to for the truth. The World Health Organisation

has described this influx of mass information as an infodemic. The information that

comes out of this infodemic, however, is not limited to the truth; lies, misinformation
and conspiracy also form part of it.

By Kyra Rensburyg 51
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lile thg warld |s occupisd with

the fight dgainst e Covid- 18

pandemic, thérs s another batds
golhg om: the bBatde dgaifst the Covid.1e
Infodzmin. This is accdeding o Dr Chikazie
‘Uzuegbdnam, 3'postdocialal research Tellow
‘at ehE Insteoes for Humaniisa inoAfeica ot
thé UnviErsiey, of Tape Town.

& irfodemicia 2n epldsmic of information
that ooeurs dutinp ‘a Tdisesse oihieak’
‘atcording 1o the Workd Heaakl Organiz3thon
(WHO). This 'mads informetion  inclutdes
false amd misteading informatlon, dnd has
brought sbbut many challshgea regarding
thee Fallabllity of tha avallabiE Inforradon)
43y Uzueghbunam

“The mmfodémic B an avalanohe of
Infarmation. especially throuigh tha digital te
anflne spsces and technologies [] becaiss
of ‘too mueh informadon available o the
populaes” explains Usuegbunam. “[Tle
WHO Dirsctor-Geneml tame out In the
middle of the pandemic i35t ySar w0 zay that
we are not Just fiohting 2 pandemis we are
‘alen fighting an epldemic of misnformathon
and disinformmdion. = says

Thiz  information  overlaad  becdmsas
problematic whisn feople ars unabile o sl
what |8 the tuth, aceording @ Usisgbunany
“Many times people de not haw the nredia
[kerasy o detipher Sccufats or venrfiaed
Infarmation  from false  or  misl=ading
Infarmation.” he 23y,

Informartion from the internet

The infodémic is 4pesifie o Covidas

becsuse It is ehe firse dims there 8 3
pandemie happeiing dufing 4 dmz whan
It Iz 50 e3dy co communieats; sava Sexgio
Cecohinl | Infodemic Manaperient Cffices
fof the WHO. Afcording to Catichinl, "pésple

SMEF

underEstimatetd just how E=e informadon
was spread .

In 2020: when the maorty of tha
world went Into lockdown, pEaple turmed
to the ImErmet for  Informadbn,  sdyd
Uzuegbunzm. The expanslon of cigltai
spacaa, spezifigally sovial madia. has mads
It =asler to Ehare information IAcluding
fzise Information. duting the Infodemie,
according o Rod Dacombe-direstor of the
Cantrsfor Britlah Pdlitles and GovernmEent
3t King's Collegse London.

South Africang belisva than islevision, radio
3nd rEWIpEpers A Hhe most wostworthy
sources [or Covid 19.relgted mows. However,
Imcrz 2harn BE%s of South Afrlzans willd rathes
conault Godgle and - Facebaok for Covid.1B
W desplte roasting e informEtlen on
theise platforms less This wak according o
3n onllra. survey on disinfosfrica ord. Stuth
Aftican governemenits handling of COWID-TS:
seudy shows doslining, chuse By  Herman
Waassrman ‘and Danl Madeld-MoiEies,

"The teafivy of ] cur sveryday Hif= right
mow is that techhology o technologiesl
devices are more 3¢ our dispossl than
ItWstaperd. S0, people i Betusiy say that
they inow thay news from ohbline spacss (s
Qusstorable. but whal thay reallse = thsy
sHll “rely an those sourcss (o oulck, r=ady
Informition” sayd Uzuegliunam.

Approximanely. 420 million  viewers
conaulted ehe top =R hesldh mislinformers
during the pak of the firse wave This was
fogr simeEa the Vigwings thar atersdiesd
Iaith informearm. duith 2o the WHD. rekelvam,
atconding o the 2020 poliey framsvork of
the Forum on Iiformatien and Bemoericys
warkdng aroip of Infodemics This resegrch
waz mialnly conduistad In five coutitrisa: the
Lintted Staces, the United Kingdom Francg,

Gezmany. and  Haly  savy the Fordmr on
Informaticon 2nd Demperati.

Africa Check - afact-chetking organisation
that almia w0 promoes acouraty | Afridan
mediz - conducted 485 Covid 18-relaved
faet dhizeha from 2020w dale says Hialarnl
Gumpa thedrgahlsations impatt managar

Adcording &d) thi 2021 Edelman Trust
Bamimezsr, the Infodemic liza contribused to
3 raeord low tiist In information sburcea sueh
a5 search =iginss traditional madia brand.-
aumzd media and ascial media dincs 2070, Al
Feur iinformatian souries esdkorded less than
GO of the glolal populdticng trust with social
migdia drappifio to 3 retded law of 350 in 2021
Th= Edslman Trubt Barometer Glda indicaed
Hiat 559 af the global population bEkewe
journalists and reporient  IneRdonally By oo
mimzad theE puldie by publishing faise-and
exagzsrasd Informaton. In South Africa. 41%
of e papulatini distrasks the media:in 202
- an Incresse-from the 0% reéported lasa vear

Regulating the online world
Mt is guite diffieuly o regulate savithing
onfine becauseits not Bound by bordersthat
normal medid wpleally would have besn’
Sgye Anel van dar Spuy, senlor research
gseoriane av Research ICT Afrlca

Hiseorigally, the Inteméc was B2 o
selfregolate. according £o Van dEr Spuy
Flzeforma |lke Facebool. TwicEr or Linkedin
wiilild cl2km thet they “have no conuol over
what people publish o them aod B0 they
should riot be hald regponsible”, she says
Himuever, there lida besn an Increzsa In
online-tizmm. which has ereéaved "2 shift o
halding platforms marg aechunidble’ dinee
thsy canndgt ba left Tw regulate themsehss
anymore” Explaing Van der Spuy

Facsbooh establldhied an indepandsnt

MISINFORMATION

DISINFORMATION

Infarmation that is falsa: with the aim of creating harm,

Information that is false, but not intended to create harm.

BEERERRRFA AR R R R RR R R R R R R R R R RS E R R

Source: United Natlons Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgardzation, “Jouwrnaliso 'Fake News' and Disinformation™
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aversight board &0 asempt to reguiale the
matform, say=sVan der Spuy. They empiogsd
& host af seperts. ncluding the formaredivor
af The: Guandian, whe overses and  make
dectsmng about the contank

Ancarding w0 Wan dar - Spuy, howsyer,
e problem (s thar sheir independence =
guastonaite sinco they are being paid by
Facebook - the company they are sopposed
0 T mlae:

At thesend of the day iv chmss down o

seducation and media liaracy, which can ba

paghet By inudecing  responsible oniing
hahies tochildren from @ voong age says Van
der Spuy. I you, 35 3 parent. allow your chid
1o join Twitier and Facebook, | Hink, w some

ExtEnt you have @ responmiDility b atso

make sure: that they undersiand what thelr
respEmifity i3 inousing thodse plasforms.
according o ¥an det Spoy

Urpeghunam sunogests that a way o fight
falss information |5 by educaiing peopie
to-foe: mindful of what they consume on 3
daily. hasts, whether it be onling or offin;
and developing the habits o yerfy this
jnformation. | befieve that information (=
power and ehe ose of sech information is an

By I2ater poswEer; staies rulghunam,

Wedia ey shoold aiso be: inomduced

[mio schoats 23 2ammy 38 possible, sitce this fs
‘one way ther people can be ampowersd o
sift good (nformation fromi bad Informagion”,
expiaing UrosgDaram.

"Feople nead to be taughe about reliabie
sources of Informagion: [They] mesd o
understand that social modin B not @
pEws source. Peopln nesd to be saught
the imporsnee of meading and ressanch.’
acoording 1o Refilwe Fioo, communications
afficar &t the Sentl nstitute: & noo-pEof
deyetnpmant faciitstion soenoy foowsing on
enhancing socio: eoonomic impact. "Edicate
COMMuRiCAton is key here she sava

The role of the media
Wrueghunam says thar the madis oooupies
an advantagenss position 0 sodiety, 35 i
aducatis peopie so ehat shew can make
rasiomal decisions and improve thels [ives,
“The media |3 fikethe oridge becwssn: the
peapieand so many aspects of their everydoy
ife.) says Uritigbunsm “foumalists have @
vErY [mporeant mos o pikEy in dmes (ke this
hecause paopke rety on Hwm to give tham
gonid snd accorate-and eerified informasion”
[¢ & tharefore jowrnaists respons@illy o0
provide fastusl information o cownter thie
false tormEtion: savs Uzusgbanam

Misleading truths

To mvoid spreading faise  imformation
Teboon Monama, & News24 joumahse, does
7 |ot of sesearch by consdbdng sciendfic
IOuimals and sxperes, she mpluins inwriten
correspondence with SME

“Thera are-ss manmy people going arownd
calling thamasives sxperis. bot who are, in
fact spreading  misnformagion and  fobe
mewes. To weoid such peopls, | wseally uss
eupeTts whote credentials and reputstions
are-easily verifishie” s@yvs Monama

Acoording oo Bawvarn Laksy the editor of
Hanith2d, ivis mporian w eekay information
from reputabie poedTeviewed journais
Brrlcles  alan g throogh rigorous  face-
chaching before they are published. says
Lakay, Since 2020, Hoolth2d4 has puebiishad
more than 2 000 Covid-19-retmtad artices:

Howewe,  writing on  Covid-18 1=
chaflenging, a3 new Informadon s
constantly being discoversd and views an
Coyid-19 change a3 ocientists |=am more
about it explains Eakay. “From @ réxdership
perspoiive, jtsooften seen 38 sciontisis
got it wrong’, [Tihe trukhds actualy. [ehat]
35 we laarn more and morg; what we lesm
will chanpe. Thersfore views will chonge
and gcientists will make redommendations
accondingly, says Lakay, SME

The Irifotieerid Has mide It difficake for peogle ta fing tfostwordw
InTermdtion. secoéding 't thd Fowdsy ol Informadidl @
Dimbtrasy s workihg grodip g infodeimis pellcy frameisti 2020
Canaplrary. thbdeies £3n be 1 28 seibi=st ol miskhfokmazion
a3 | Rut | Dacofmbe  difector of Cirriee (ot Bricish Polifes
and Goveriirant 3¢ Kng s Colleped Londish, But ey diffse fom
iridirefoerEtion Detduse thiny can potertially be Rotial THer=one
he distribes echapiracy theores o8 "2 leda [ond] 3 Wiy of
[Fresstpeting werd evisne

e Fate thizk we have Beed bembarded with more infarmation
and Frtle soarcES than we dver Eave Desbed. I By iipos izt
It Dagormbee tells SME. I Bouth Africl religlon snd Bultuts

#'and a ' fatia sl Inglie sahse of the paedemiy Debsuse of
snpin-tultirEl Faztdre. acodrding o DY CHikexls | Leibgbuizma
podtdoctil resareh fallow St the Inotite fof G mEnies h
Africy. 3¢ e Universiy of Cupie Tavwel Soenie seligities leadss h
Soiith Africzs trisd bo cimivines the b OF ethelr cobg hegEtion mot

to et e wrdiscive. claiming Lhige ey Dallst wiiiilid isad) them whle
friomm ehay wireid Bt st redaoning berdenl oh consplrasy sepl@ibe
UaisagBaizin. "Pebple that havn sitecidy deveiobed 5 pant
(el i bt SR susbeptiBle do Mkl newa Espoecially I 1 Esona
wiith thelr bide ™ acediding w Refllwe Fled, commuications aff
St E Seiiel Insdects 3 nbeopiafit develatmdnt fatilitsthon Sgncy
kv ol enliEntiig stelopeonomtie Impact
The | cHafengs 1 Nghtinig consoiracy (heotes 18 &hat thy
canhiot be proved wrong! Ay evichenoe Uskd o rafute 3 EoheiEty
thdony i ptried by the copapirator becaus= (hey Belieel ey
Wriizw thid dvisraiehing teath' of i world | dagialng Bacdiibe. This
£5 datiinecds WHen' consgiizetm s deealsting From' bimply
g irtiairbderr
Bieiawiue, hie says. ¢ idied 0 F = ptrfede sodi of dwEilatilliny
of inforration) tha dechbe th confidente of dembctdsy St jubt o
likle of sgency that people winl e et ot 18 ) bo ' thilsl ol

w0 Insare oxtrerme aetol and | errariae

waye Diandmbe “and wis'ré sesing some nogathe ofEcis”
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THE COPY MACHINE:

Finding a way towards quality journalism

The term “churnalism”, popularised by American journalist Nick Davies
in 2011, refers to the increasing impact that the public relations (PR)
industry has had on the content being published by journalists. More than a
decade later, some reporters are still rehashing stories from press agencies.

By Carla Visagie

here 15 o nead w0 siow down mewsooms, and prioniae Qeality
avier apesd, This is the sendment of Frol Amon Harbes adjenct
professor at the Unmeersity of che Witwatersrand (Whal and cos
suthorof sevaral madia-reiated books, incleding Trowbiamaken:: The Sost
af South AFCo s iivestaotive Joumolism
TSlome af our rewstooms fave bullt 3 culoure of obedience . caition
and avofding baing crikical” accordimg o Harbar “leumalism is about
CHGCE - sorutiny. verfication, contextoalising — taking the information in
5 press relesse and making jewmalism from e wsing i just 350 souce”

PIRATING PRESS RELEASES

OnE exampks of 3 fach of "erideal sereting s whan the Freéss Councll of
South Africa (PCSA) found The Herold, 2 eammunisy irewspaper basad 1y
Gaeberka gulvy of publishing 3 press releans under it own byling In
May 2020 The complaing was raised (o The Harald beoguss i publiskad
and sierlbuted 309 ardele toa "motseng repomer, when the content
was dctuglly producsd by MowrPress a corporsis communicatons
whslte that Hats Lend Rover 35 ors of (8 clients

Adproduoing 3 (7es: miease 5 not joumaiism gt all”, dccording
ton Simon Pamphilon. 3 joumalism lécter at Rhodss  Univershy
whio reisgd the complaing against The Harokd

Fipra Gresn, the dhan ombodsman of e PCEA fouind that The
Hamid' transysssed seodon 2.4 of «hd South African Pmess Code
(SAPC), which states that "adleorial material shall be kepe ciearly distingt
Trtirn adverdsing 3nd sponsored content”

I Graen's ruling which can Be found on tha PCSA website she added
that the ardcle alsc "wkirts closs o tis bong™ of tansoressing saction
113 of thie SARC, which ststes that tha media should now planiarise

The articie published in The Hewld on 30 August 2018 destrilies
Springbok rugly caprain Slya Koblals affiney for the Land Hober
Dissovery vehicke “The Intraduction ot amicle 5 A 3 Lard Foves
zrthzanador for the past fve Years. Slya Kallsl han Hed access v some of
the Hisst BUVS aiaiabis bid the Springlak captain's aies swn-teat
Diszovery Is his fim favowries’ acearding w the PESA webihis

Thgarticla{s ‘misinading o reeders. ax it} has been presented In such
=way thatiemanates rom ke sdioril stabile” weites Graen In her nuling.

54

“Mir Kolisl, as captain af the SpringbDok rugby wam. s of courss 2
papdlar publle figure, perdedlarly since Bhe taams vikeary (1 el Rugby
Warld Cup [in 2019 It la-a stroke OF adverdding genlus for Land Rovar
1w we Wim as s braid ambmasador, but thls doss e mean chae v s
sthicl for jeutmalizes o wse ooy producesd by 2 promorer for the wehicle
a3 though it 43 their own,” say Sreen

A publications primary duty 43 to presen: impandal regonage o the
publlic: since “this makes them trustworthy”, s3ys Green In, har ruling
“RBeviews of 2utamebites should be mbdapenden:”

"In the ardcte In guestion. for instance chere was notaven mantion
af the price of 3 Discovery {3 kasie madel rzaalls from owar- BT million,
according o Land Rover's walbsing), 2 fact shat readers may find relevans,
aceording to Gresns ruling

Whils the SARE does not mentlan press reteases specifically, serlpus
rases of plagiasgam oould be 3 Tier 2 breach of the SAPC, acoording
o Fanie Groenaweld, public advocate 31 the PESA Aconrding o the
FCESA webshes, Tallowing commersial, pollticsd, parsonal of other non
professionai conskderations to Influence or stant repordng’, =an be
paregonaed 35 sarious misconduct”

"I The Hemord's case, MaorPress were mes: probabity so pleased that
their press release had heen published as is; thas they would nov hawe
baen congamed 2bout any plaglarism lssues” says Groenewaid

Jourmnalistaas The Horgdd rewnrk press releasas or use them ag a bosis
o develop 2 story furcher whar thay fesl that a pandcuier prass relaass
I5 of public mreresy socording to Bochele de Kok, current editor of The
Hinadd, "We do try to kesp press releasas oo a minimum,” says De Kook,
“[but] 5 not dways possibia o send @ poumsblist W cover every soony
that ts sent. due t0 TESOUNCE cONsLEims"

THE PROCESS OF A PRESS RELEASE
While the distinolon berween marketing and news cin soretimes be
iz, 1t 15 sasy for fouknsl|sts and adivors o dintinguish thess wyped of
eonant. aceording o Pamiphiinr

TABBA redniting 40 yeaars ahie dishapding™ Thae's bg news” says
Eamphilen, "ABRAR new album avaitabis for s ampunt of dollars 2t some
anlife store? That's advestising But while 3 =ws sory about ABBA
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DANGER: PR LINGO - “ASTONISHING"”, “SYNERGY", “WORLD-LEADING", “INITIATIVE"
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reanieing might help promots eheir nes album thet wouldne be the
InkeEnkion and | eSrainly winildn't have g probism with sukh 'an artitls”
ldeally. once 2 press relddse has BEsn |siosd, it should b rewarkad
by the midiz that usa B according o Dowg Carsw, public relations
dirszede gt Splash PR 2 public relddans i in Caps Town. But when
publiczklons g4s pessd reizassn and publish it undse & suppliad” byline:
It mesns that the PR team "did [thair] job wal, says Casw. Cargw telld
SMF thar PR flema prefdr not to be named when thelr gress relgsses

are ubiEd 0 news poblications 35 they want thelr comtsEnt o look e

sdiborizl copy. iather than promational or advertorial copy

Stephen Forbes edgcutive direcior of Mezopa Communidations —a
publie, corporate and digltal communlcations agsnity - savs thae thair
orpanlation zhme to write press releases that 26 resdy fof pobilication

‘Weve sven bad jourraiisis zdding their Bylines 1o pleces weve
wakstEn {this i mors of 2 compliment than a probileay). Mrirs crtiodl neiad
platformin will ron nEewsworey Elkisse bt also s=ek comniants Trom
competitotn. industny biodlzs Indspendent or third-parey commentalore”
a7 Farbies in 2mall correspanidenice with SME

REathet than sanding oue press releasea It s Best m eall jpurnaliss
boratert them o potdEntial drdele bdsad gays Shirona: Patel. hiead of
cammunicadans 3t Witwatsrsrand University, abowt hidrexpetlencein’a
univesrsity marketing eavirosment

| have an open, transpareht fstationahip with mast jourhalists” says
Paeal. "Il thigzs s 3 story Idea |t |5 Dese bo call the journalise heves

s A

SMF

"Freasd releases can b wted 39 3 polne of depareure FoF Incdésth
articles. We Biways vy o speak 0o locdl expertd or proplelaving A
apadific issue with, for examiple, cancar. diabetss o organ doiatioie o
give |t ehat rEflegtion of how the commiurnity f2815° sava Swark.

While e daes nét faly an press releasss for nawn ideas, Brsnen
Cuplda - 3 journalist atzhe Stelienbosch-basad commuhley sEwipaper
Eieostednuus - says presa releases cdn semve e d wsful eool wo
kiend what I8 gring ol In the commubity. This hds sapsdlaliy been
trog  while rmeportng throdghout  thee Cowd380  pandemit
which ' limied  INeSrRntion  ovér. B past two yesrs @ 3dds

“Presy fatgdsse can inform vl of good nswe drdeles thae mighe
e missed otharwide: [1] and then W gess shared with the
commanity’ DEZSus2 L was sent In 2 press eslgade. says Cuplido
White not all press refezsar are Tnewaworthy”. they can give
Insiglits o what 18 golivg on arodnd wou”. acobrding to Cupldo
For & oeommubity jburnallae v 18 drucial o eemaing 38 olose w0 i
beartiaar of the community 53 possible®

QUALITY OVER SPEED

Itis ahlgfrostrztion whan jodrialistzsars " spoon-fedinformation and sl
gt thestory winnyg . 2ccording to Farbes. "This may Hove w do with the
jumitrisation of newsrcomn, the gangralist fature of mest journalbie
and the deslre o beedk the story first and worry abbut getting the
facts right A

M |f you are just doing the same as Twitter, then you are not adding any value,

Ifyou are not adding any value, why should anyone bother with you?

convieraation alpey the Jumabist s the syory or paper, arodoce o
Inyrmaliae 1o the acadzmic or resednher and Lot shem sate i+ fom dhere”

PRESSING MATTERS THAT JOURNALISTS FACE
Maer  publicadons  ssidomly  publish et press  sosememns, @9
lmed by PR Ofifms bt smallesr publisstlons  with  med  ses(f
soxliertimess do, scsoreding 1o Goenewsld.

One factor behined the fntegratian of press eleases ity the newa by
ez nfgqnlmlnnﬁ ls shat larpe-noale retenchiments over the past
det=de ave lfr newsooms shereswffed stcording m Prof Gleda
Danjds, an sssopizte professor of media studies 2z Wits "Sometines
resvarnoms domt [ve the capaiity o s=hd joumallsss Gut on storles. Then
they uss prees releesss " s Danlel

Press releases sre “without 3 doubt” of value @ rewsisms acoordng
to ‘Helena Baprard  edior of NosdioopBufin, “in the cutrent
clrpumstances, wheps we have only one pesmarent reporesr with 2 boad
ares o nover [press releasss] are of Imieasurble wealth [This way
alve szays Inoiech with whes happena out shiee whens i1 i imposaible 10
vy bl serywhese " sava Bamand,

Swardond  Goste, & Malinpsbury-trased  publicztion,
press relsages a2 2 swanipg polnn espeolally for ardcies shar alm
to rise awarsrets abiut llnesses. sesirding w Maryke Swar
news aditar of Swarthind Sossee.
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Ar Eyewitne= Mews [EWN), joumalises are waaghe Trom ehe
beginning of thelr cirgers ther  poutmalism happens when =
repafter agks questors shour what bad been |efc out of 3
press release pecording o Taras Pepny, & senhe EWN desk edio:

“IPress releases] are usddlly writen by PR companles oroentites
with a specihc apenda - w0 canral the nanmthve” says Penny

"Our job 18 o declitt=r the Informasion and find the nugges that
answers the questlon, "Why | this Imporans o cur [shenems, slewers
and eaders”T © Newsmoms are naver going o best Teiner for
spied” byt the sk of news publidatians s to verfy eeplaln and
contextuillye nformathen, according w Harber,

I 1w to bnow samething that Is happening now, | o we Tt
[# 1 wane 1o know whestlser something & e, whether it s verelfiad, 7
wans 1o voderstand i T | want o Lnow the context_then | oo w2
rrews site” sxplsing Barber, “IF you are just dealng thie same 55 Tiltoer
thisn you 2re ot adding 2y value If you are not adkding any valie why
shimald anyome bieher with o™

The heart of goed joumalism |s having an Ivelepundant viaw and
applying = hrn'.l'ﬂnl'l'ﬂdlg.l_‘_‘ihl!‘.' and erlileal view to 3 press eleass, according
tw Harber, ‘Pattizularly thess days. where companlis <an shed prass
releases amd pue them on'thi Intemed [and] sind tham out themselves
vou dont need the mediz o shinply reproduce 2 press releise”
sy Harbar, SME '
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WARNING:
YOUR ARTICLE WAS

COPIED AND PASTED

FINDING OUT WHERE YOUR NEWS COMES FROM

Media Monitoring Africa — who, on its website, describes itself as a
“watchdog, taking on a role to promote ethical and fair journalism” —
recently developed the website newstools.co.za as an analytical
software tool to “keep media institutions honest, help improve media
professionalism and promote quality journalism”.

One of the features includes a “churnalism”
detector, which allows one to search if your news
source was "churnalised”. Scan the QR code to
access the website.

Graphie: Caria Visagie
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE:
A RACE TO THE INEVITABLE?

The world is rapidly moving towards the development of artificial intelligence (Al) in
day-to-day settings. This has left journalists and technology experts asking whether or
not the South African jourgaligin industry can adapt to this new technological era, or
ultimately fall behind. With the Covid-19 pandemic causing a significant shrinkage in
newsrooms, the future of journalism with Al is unknown, but seemingly unavoidable.

By Erin Caitlin Walls
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he mapidly devéloplng ws of ‘Adiicis] Intlloence (AL
technalogive across the plobe have changed  the ‘way
inedtierriee operale —with junenalizm helng no esrepion
Thin is accdrding to e Njck Bradehaw, ounder of A Média Group
With fegards 1o the (Gurnzalivin idistsy. "Al {s foming and | Lo
ingiitahle" saye Hradihay “Learn about f Gnderstand i henets
atud lirnitatlona hefose yoir deplby it
Fallowing the emiergence of the [aiih Undierial retoloton
atd its mialnnttenm use Bustius=s hove embarked en agnificant
trandlormution usng suomeston leely and aervices, e
Bradshaw Conipnles mus undersiznd thie pes ool they an
uae to franajetat (o the new dawn of digial copsumption and
AUTTILATEIL R S35
Al ar awhals s tricley 1o dofine. ae resedirhers [ihe Bl diflsr
an i meaning, fresediing o Amandy Sprydam Senjer progeamme
munzpsr at Uode for Alrlea - Afrieqs Janped networle-of civie
technalozy and doms jogrialsn labs arearding i thedt vebaiie
Thes esrlien: adogters 6 ALhave besh francis] ssrviee providers
hanlks, manulfzcirers aond remilers Hovwever, Bradshapw explaims
that Al #2 a4 ereescontting techndlogy thine that lmpaces &l
industrizs Wi aré sesing interest in JAl] solving probilesms |n
multiple sdetore” Hradshaw say=

THE FUTURE OF Al IN JOURNALISM
“Whesther e il it or not, ALl ghingterbe Intrentedy fpart of oor
day-to-day heing - at (e intrugively However, this i whers
resislation [l Al| hecosmies iniportant, fist2d the reeplodon of héw
sutiita o heing tracked dod u=d sy Tanhin Smgh, the feunder
atu] erenitve director 3 Picturs This Maodis

Experts ditfir o what jourtializs woald look liles watlt Al an
wzll sk shethir job lostes would ofenr “In térind of ébmplés
jeurtalizm, sich as (nvestipatve |ourneliom, humuos Wil =il
play the majority sole but thir s Hkely to srude orer tune” says
Thomnss Mayden — hisd of eredits and analyries 3 Prnctha.
2 datz andlyricy company based in Cspe Tolwn — vig emal]
correspondence with SMF

Chi the stherfand. Ben Dickson, 2 soliwiire engnestand fodnder
at] editar & Tech Tilke an onlite platformni that sxamines trends in
technaloey, deates thay the wiitthe of ranipetling asiolss will still
reimait thie werk of humans He claiss that the Al technalozy of
Laday 16 potvhers noar tnatching the erdgmviy dod thought procecs
e hupians

| dan't sse Al beplacing fournalisg any time soon, g4 the
pirsiezeres of e, opladon 2t analysis w bet lefo o gonpialles
themuslves* elaims Singh, corrahiraiomy Dirkson'’s smitenten)

Ceeptlierang informutlian amd reporting, hiwever, are areas wherd
alitmation will by sesi clalims Bradshaw “Callaborstie cobots

will b imed bt editine and deapep homan s of gurput will
qilll b nepded Therefors, there will be sn bnpaey {the formel
|ah bonses] To quantily it 20 3 deeresie. ls liand tg panpe tiehin oow)
he sy

lhestead of soying that Al will midiclly rale sway jobis Dion
Chang, foutiden af Flux Trends, explains that ¢ will ratler pedbics i
wehilel hielpin thel eetsting ones Yo bave to make 3 différennstion
betwesn eliillod and neleillod recitine and noseroutine 4 1€ p0ing
to huslyp ogtion and noderoutlne things, net eeally =lidlléd and
unabdllid thitdee” He mais

An ezample 1o ronsider s 3 gpreadeheswhich ateountants wse
which run be saelly snemated, arctrding to Chang On rhe othes
Ranied, 3 jahiter wha clsans 2 bathromn (= not-rontine. gl b hsed
to aitemale. hie sy

Al t already smploied ln muny siefvarotms today sibee tame
tiline grijeles are Jlready Bigg wrinen byoan algorithing, sy
Chang It is & type of machine writinkg with fonpany reporte
specificzlly which doss hot ne=d & bt of peresnally, hut st nesds
to proil] the ststigiies and prig 3 grammatical ssnence ogether
s Chanp

Unline autemaled content has made dewspapers les mlevan
acceniing o Mapdon Contlogent ==l in newurcams globally has

precliesd sirnificantly due fo thin Lh g moes snd mote drocles
weill biewritten by AL with eopywriing snd preinting abu involving
Al =miys Maoydin “Right now, the waditonal smedin and news
modal withoy Al e beng sapldly teanfermed. The traditional
eather, report, publieh, papér’ modsl |s being rplaced by hew
nlehe formats and media platerms” he sy

Evendvith Al {n the newtoams (nvestigates joormaliees — wh
wimld swed o check Farrs dod mindere Investiganoss — wauld
qilll be needid acvamling to Chang However, “solt sthries” on, fol
example. pel care, can hewrinen by Al he siys “Lilsiyle kind of
wiltie abealurely tould be weltten by Al 1 do nol ses iy o
expiains Chane

With the amotint ol anicls jmrnallits sre expecied (a0 200
gut, and tle quick rurnover dines of theae artcles “many: basi
gratmitEr efvors sbour o day-fb-day news artltles — the knd thay
Al can ezdly emadicute’ addording o Singh With toold siich) ue
for yoi
and juet make it sherer then aheokutely, that 1 2oing o hagpen’
aay Chiang I it i notalresdy Bappeininge quite 2 Lot it will bappen
vary, very doap” he iy

Grammmarly whers (1's going s it reconutnict 3 wenleney

OBSTACLES TO OVERCOME
As writh iy transfosmitive and revolutionary sechislogise thers
ate Bundamen|al challeiges inherent dy the developmentol AL such
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DURNALISTS ANY TIME SOON,
CE, OPINION AND ANALYSIS
ALISTS THEMSELVES/

as el seisislpe ooy The “saltee ioni=" wiith A1 S perims polarisation of voters between Danald Trinp and Joe Biden, prior
evir more miphetail — sl Ae bme etfilral tike tnifieeniy to and durng the 2020 mtiosal eléctions in e Tndled Sates
piruabe] ey ad foriiess diidamd i (o Tisidshiy of Amepica says Chang “Thise polarising bubbles aré 2 hu
Wie itw o sravring o sk the inbe b b s AL ety problem:” e zays *1 think it ean beosery, very difioult i exiratt
Ui el trmenil” indis Chiano who ssys|Qiie AL woslF darn)| i yoursell from the algorithmic hubbles thar Jusy por od o th
b, it by bis eiven bt thitiieli wthosyvor prigemnmd whih et lead 1o bi
a spkidile Al dechpinie A exaniple ol s e Paried (cedl However, the need (orf jourmalism o metamorphone in ferms of
rfioptiton Al whitkh Chionn descrlien v Biini "y, viry i teshnological wrehds s impormnt Maydon clatime that jsursalism
[T]he e Ak 15t ol desriiples neoting Hos pieple of dilisiiys faiy needs 16 evelve (0 delivering relevant stoprles. s sad o waich
abis by peaid as wisll g [whire] slim " sayd Chase mary (olrnalism houses il wlisep up with oureeent tecling
Thiv| lewe 66 AL opteitiemlivibin e Sotivh Afvisi Vo, segils and wareh thelr cusiédiner bisk drop siznificanty
eiisidererd rntedn gl Seepd o WHUR AL e petisive this Humars are matirally digwn 1o bad news or shoek

vt I e et/ ifiele

et anyitiie =i pavik whiol the g

vty yridinen | “Thisre (0 Bridb i et 10 A1 b i s yu Howerer,
g frasds - pu v s ediiis The ial of gl el sione storfes Al'rithin Bl news hicoming
ety Etons Jeould Tied Wil soreinallidd ™ shi days : = f e eowetly’ *IY e perhiaps the
Andihee nleadle for copsiieriion i il oo ol plssizee At rry Wie ibinle-all bis ¢ ried abanr” tays Bradahae

within AL mrid ! (dhedial el !

alporitlim’ [AI1 eiild’ dusd gkl 8 aFpikenie Sl somidbne sl ALUGMENTED VS ARTIFICIA

aiiiille ihal soninds the same)/ (e el eooled e Pl e d Thers |y a difinktive ifference betdeen stemented (ntellisence
ot Pl sy Thivte's thilh divigerolis vl of theite kinds of o and A1 “Appieniiedd Inesllizenee — also referred o/ 5 intellisence
Datiprpiepuiing " B s A inplieren. nota replacerfeEne (o haman
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> From 3 tomitme pereieckivie Al conlil’ i o Rirediee detrea cie. JU'w ebdninn helping hinhans Beoamefaserand smarter”
I thie el df sroples o réliler 18 sdrviedl savd Btrydtim. "We o k=t Some prefer the term intellipenee amplifision”

Hluds iy ehie gl ol ditiliel oAt i ot diiefprinaein ~ the over “sugmented niellpenee” 26 intellpsnee amplification referk

proi i clieloehrouh i B sivss e maee thale Hewefesd i the effective use of information =chnolosy in ugmening
raiee i sp Syind siinitay stoples” dhe sain eeEmiing it hinnan intelliginee Thi= would tiwalve L Ayl redt

efiiT e et sooil e win g .  dre picked up gla

Thid il vrgepiees O e chih €luseiibds = ey die o ALy thi sl _ ; EprEss o 10 & iman journaliste and
bt beidfi s problvi sys Moydan The term s chifimbiee” io plerhams alin erlfy file mowe” he confinies
pelirs o hupnae Mbelavilisle i pioirpe Eaey seliet whar finfhvinrbasn D 1 the high unesinpl Synen e in Sotth Afriea thie idea o
Frese wivem Ll 1w (o e pi limed amd: foiar wihad' thiise Hisse slirhed af machines tip g'|abn |x highly smotive and s e Wil
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give [outhall seare summiinmrits, savs Srpdomy “These staris hae a Howerer, [EALIY S bl somedis= neets 46 operi e i g3 St
starvetard fGrmia and the winding rarely changes. so i 6 sampleto Phise besnlla nesdilar dnmmentie 6 tnterprenihie daty thae his been
& o tined 1ol o di this” she s el lerred, mnke e of
LA muld help mash cusipaners'ig pay for conten) et & highind will Wi the stery; he vy
a payyall, and qilay @ impon@Em mle in asssung domallsss 1w
T =T Bt = x A= it ¢ Han it THE CURRENT STATE OF Al IN JOURNALISM
rantuit Tesesrih that hmorimlly wodld Have been dme manoety ’ b .
szys Maydon “LA s the way foremard)! he claimis AL b ulvinidy, prevalent i potrmalism says Strydom. “Algorden
offer thimien) i peodees  aithnibiion can pues i | aai]ive

£ gimpinie promlices], aint mmoathe whi

! ! ; iV [atd] sk [t Desikeinti mom Lindl epatlded af fitd thidmide 1 Hilp dhes
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il 1 helpang humian wiiters deareh bnd disill copiois smonnts Artiel]es ae slevaiy srarabe bt e by T says Wb
of writisl cantent that i5 being produced. sxplains Dicksan “There He v | s ihed sl poc w81 e indie
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In South Africa, a country where gender-based violence is prevalent, being a female journalist
comes with its own challenges. For wemen in the media industry, some threats are overt, while
others are subtle, but violent. From online harassment to physical intimidation, it is often female
journalists who bear the brunt of the hostility toward the media industry.

By Maryam Adams

THEOGERN WANING: THIS MITRICLE MAKES BRIEF MERTION 0T SERUAL ASSAUCT ANL FRACHST REMARKS
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hie threars are sgiways hokeddo 1o
my - gendde It W @ PLpErmnre
Ihit 1= compietely foked o omy
wommnnigod, and Jops Got ever exs)
puisHie my womanhood” says  Ponsho
Filnne, hreceor of Muthaba Media o
mikdin comsulang sgemty
Beimg a jomrmalior m Sooth Africs comes
with o fot of difficalies.  socording 16
Sandimwe: Shoba, @ pmg jourmdis whi
ms beeny with Daily Moverick for jus
pnidar thros years WevrigorRICe TEHI0E
v e Eormisngymy, [0 alb mertermed

Four surrodndings: when yoo 2o oot on
asaipnument, acconding v Shoba: “You're
always oware and  [ooking over SoEor
shoulder o sep whether ar nol Yoo are
zafe You cami go inmg eertaln aregs or
o COITIN SSSIENMIPHIE O POur owin
Yoo peed (o begcoompaniéd by @ mals
phatographer.says Shoba

1 do feed thmt my meds colleqoes st
hawe @ io) more freedom to miove duroueh
thie worid sod coverstories than ] do." smoys
bvin Afrer covering the afrermath of the
booting that pook pldace o Kwafoiu-Namal

“They ralled us pames and rhreaEned
o rape us merely for being there or for
mEruesiing interviews aboul their siike
action. Many of wa were intimidpred and
seared, b we-atack jr ot according 1o
Micodaides: “Whie i) was challenming, |
feit thiere wasa need (o el the sy of
Marthana " she-soys

The eover of Nimisidess book
Keportimn  from the Frontling,  fesores
an Cimope depicting female joormaliste
deditierately positioned behind theirmale
codlrcepues when mingrs wens spealing or

“WOMEN JOURNALISTS ARE BOTH THE PRIMARY TARGETS OF

ONLINE VIOLENCE AND THE FIRST RESPONDERS TO IT.”

izyr Shoba "Thee are the same iisne
Lhit fe=il trito ooy zender based vitle:

SR
(GEVEpreblemein (hie colrmey”

Many of the ditficufiss <he fared in thi
pastas & femmle jpormallstwere not overt
Shoba wells SAF Rarher (hpre dore more
siibtle diserimminntions st play, svat within
e tiswaroamm . (el

Altknush’ Rebecoa Davie g Joornalist
al Doy Moverick and the duthor of Fesy
TWhites Avid Othes Anciong Deluvings, has
ot directly fell any gender inequatity
within fer worlpliice. she arkniowlpdges
thar many other frmiale Journalisis ara
fired with these strippliea B 1his tdustey.

Thered u glass celllng for [women]
N AR e e medioore men are
still vonsistendy promoteid abore them”
atlds Davic: Female [ourmiailsic ar ofien
sidellned By male journallits acrording
to Baviz. “You really have 1o be 2stertive
anid ledrn e stand In your space-dnd take
i DMhereisie yorl will met oeerlodked
skis sy

'YOU NEED TO BE
ACCOMPANMIED BY A MALE’
Living in o society whoere (GEV s <0
prevalint. you are constanly aware of

earilpd thid year, Dovis reflécts on how
shie would not have bedn able te go bilo
suieh spices 1 she wits ol with hee male
colleagues *1 think that is something that
i Sften dont e=n think abou’ she
chserved T ina lon wedier far (Hent just 1o
0wt Eiud cover starits withoutwortying
shout what's poine 1o Nappen (o thetn”

Katy Kotopodis. & joamatise dnd thie news
dirsrtar of Newzraom Afrilea) elis SMFs
Tamiin Metelodermp thar abfioaph the
besnp Pk alwnys existeed ) e timear of faps
fitn Heen Incressingly wedponised apzing
lemale reportenl| espreially ollowing the
Mariking Massaere.

Tt wiis the Arst e 28 far ae 1 can
fecallect thal [emale |Surnalists spoks
oul irectly aboul [the weaponisaiion of
Fagie thread Ir v weittion abaul, it was
spoleen about and it wad dis Grst time e
werk fully muade Swsice of something Uz
thiz~ says Katopiodls:

Ciin. Micolnides. a  |ournallst whe
covered  the  Marikang  Magsacre,
fells SMF that although <he had besn
infinddated while reporting before, #
dld nat compare b the way that females
Jourrialists Swere thrsateried daring the
Marikana Massacts

addressing eues with their anion. she
explaing T0ur wale colleantos were very
awars ol wiiar wisd going on and abvays
dated nearhy” she sam. “Homweever, T sl
felt fneimicaed on seviral occdsions
whiile covering the tory”

'HE HAD THE AUDACITY TO
PINCH MY CHEEKS'
A Jourmadisy 1S importane 1 batld
sttone relationdhips with your sabrcei
Merwewer Shola says thit dofng this can
smikimes e iricky 1o do whey siarces
cross e [ie

Early in lwir carser, while thterslsvine:
3 prominent Soath African crisiive
Shola: gave himl hoe cell phone numler
for furthier correspondence. Howster, hie
crocsed prrofussismnil hodsdaried sho siayy

T owas hatgssed  and Elled  and
miesszaiel dned when [ wouldnt respond
threstened. 1t was 3 horrihle expericnce
for me” explaine Shoba. “Beeause this
iz somebady hat T loolesd up o, T was
exelted) He was an icon abd [ oger
imterview him, snd (hen ' mened g
thls nighonare df harassment”

Being harhsied by doureey 1 sooietbing
thiat Pitaee Hassilso oxporiencod firsthand
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Tl hawm 1o Block [sowrces| o WhatsApp

berause they ger pveely familiae " she sys

Avothier inithfent inowhizh & soures
eromsed = lne with Sheba wes duzing an
bretervagw weth @ memnber of the Econembe
Freerlom Fighiers (EFFL "There was an
bt rnt where | weas iy bng o diterview |5
et or leatleer] fromy )i EFF anid he hiad the
atidael ty 1o i'lll'll'J.i my chieks,” =ys Shitha

Palitietans employ differem waetics
an attempt o [neioidate fourmalisea “in
pubilic fopems, they will name you and
malm you, bnoan snemp o embarrass
you, frighten you and wlenpe you
Mahlaise Mahles=, the group editor-
incehifell of Bewdiniss Nows, ells SAFs
Wiesped Krige

There wasa e when there was tension
herwesn the BFF and Daily Maverfck, aml
thie poditics| partywould constantly fllow
ated respond to artleles published by the
platform, aceording 1w Shoba, “Anything
that we wreate [abowt e EFF] the ralls
came o opline and anacked”  she
savs U rerpembir reading the [Twiler]
eoneies where people wers palling me
a sl of white monopaly caplial, ‘the
white mans bich) saplog lool ar her
bowdbig down to ber masters”” says Shoba
s thas Ided of “you've sald out, you'e
betray g your pleople"
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Graphic: Marvam Adams

Nobeswthuy  Hefand, Paull van Wyl
Avesha lsmiall and the lae Rarlma Brown
are a few femade fourmalists who have
separiedly also experienced some lacn ol
harpssment by inembers of the EFF inorhe
past, elther physically or online “We e

reluetanne to cejiele the BEFF, becauss
[ tadives] lnow that they'de gaing 1o g
abpolutely taken apar o sosial media,
anel thats peally warrylbig fie wpedia
freedim,” ways Davis

‘DISRESPECTFUL, ENTITLED,
AND VIOLENT'

Beyonl the threar to) physieal sqfety, a
e reeenl phetomenon s the e
af apline vinlenie oghing women As a
result of Covid-19, & lurge portion of the
population maverd anline, says Pilane

“Women  jourtmllsts are both the
primiary targets of anline violenee anid
the first respondees @ 1y acesnding 1o a
researeh distussion pugeer, The Chilling
(ilalsnl rrepeds m onlime viodereg. ageains
yerrrien fearmicliats, releaned by the Unired
Mations  Educatlonal,  Stlentific  anid
Culrural Brvganimtion (LN ESCO)

For Tlavis. anline attacks oonwr o
stop, and the harpssment  Is o angpled
tawards “pverpihing 1o do with [heri
peeronal identiy” including her sexual

orientillon, raee, gender sl fentinlsm
She farther explaine thal thess amcks
are almort always gendered. *H 1 g
the ward Turk” Inoan artise you cin
puaraptes there will be comenents abou
hoy tndadylides this hehavior ks, anid hw
It cheapens ay work” says Davis, "which
ts abisolute fucking hollocks

Oplne wialkpes agalns women s
ik an lsolated occlorencs, “The sy
o which wmen addres we onling s
incredibly disrespectful, entinled, wml
violent,” savs Pilae

Attcks that teke place on secla] media
ofien bave negatlee effecs on memal
b=alth, and sometbmes {1 weanld e sapivr
for warer Jouenalists w leave the spice
copnpletely, bt soctal medis s an sssenstal
toal [or a jowrpalisy, explaine Devis

"Legving Twiner really has helped
eve ty kel heslih,” sys Duvie “Hui
the peality s thae as an up-and-coping
perten o the media, gnd 5 oan up-and:
ceanlng prersin of colour & the mesliz in
particilar, thuse spaces are ndlspensable
in tezms of growing your constituency
arvl peiting your voloe heaprl”

Pavis says thar her abllity 10 feuw
Twiller wis a mark of privilege 4s =he
had already putablisheded her career “My
partier, who ls @ waman of colour, fiesls
that she cannne leave Twliter becauss
she gers lob oppostundties (hough thers
because ¢ i one ol the wumediated
platfars where she ean have her say
witheat, sy, 3 white male =lhor saying
ol cant't may el

Pilane  quesiiops . why  female

fouchalists, and speelfeally these of

coloir, till bedr the bruot of the sbings
and arveows ol the didusiey "What s )i
about black women dning thelr jobs as
fauehalists that just rriggers this osther
siele ol soelal widla?” gquestions Pilaye

“What the fuek are we putiing up with?
fr's so dnsane that every day yoo have 1
eoo oo & spolal network and just g
attacked by saniom people for dodng your
[ob” mive Davis, “Nobody should have 1
[ve ke ghat

SME reached ar o the EFF dor
comfnenl. it thigy had not responded by
the tlm e of prin:. SMF
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of broadcasting
STILL FACING OLD PROBLEMS

The media industry in South Africa has steadily hecome more

inclusive and representative of its people since 1984, This is visibly

and audibly noticeahle in broadcast journalism, where television

soreens and radios are filled with the colours antl vaices of the

rainbow nation. However, the women in front of the cameras and

microphones bear the weight of the often stagnant environment
inwhich broadcasters sometimes operate

By Keanan Hemmaonsbey

TRIGGER WARNING: THIS ARTECLE MENTIONS SEXUAL ASSAULT, SENUAL HARASSMENT ARD PHYSICAL ASSAULT, BUT N0 EXPLICIT HETMLS ARE RENTHINER



CC | vres coeermg quiea yoias protest I

Hangberg a few years oge [Mly mala

ol =agues were- ssanding nos- w00 far
away. meslE Moniguee Mordosk, who was
puring a9 3; conespendant fon Eewimass
Naws (EWNG ek thae dme A man] then wold
e [ mes pning &0 rmpee i) don'e met oy
phdne away now,

This meldens ook place gulte early\In
Mortiicks purnalistie career. and i chansed
the wiy she mavigasss prasntally wolaklia
spaces. lles proteses *[ije emmded me: thas
st me b=jnp 3 woman =n be yaed a5 @
weEapEn agaings me by men she 23y

Fawryears: latar, Moriock = wieg now waiks
as a selewigion broadcascer for efews Chpnne!
Africa [eNECA] - explains thar the incldant has
stugk wikh ber i har evenyday |ife

TThats just afwys at the back of e mind
ano | haze thas it s th.HEJ elons e 1k meariams:

]
=
\

Muonigue Morlocl. Pliote: Supplied)
Momigue Mortinck

Tara Lee Phato; Supplied Toara Lee
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with mor oty bt E5 justinthe hack of my
mind that you are 3 woaman [and] them aresa
my seriole thing=-thas san happen o you
thae may nop necessanly, DepPeEn uo Yo maE
COnBAQERE T thiE setting . SwyE Mordocc

Femate oumalioes gefaced with many
challengss that thelr malesountsrpans smply
@nnot relaes o) Womnen of colnyr exparsnoe
addinal challengas = especially m broadoast
[ewrmaism = thae mamy of dhair collsaques
do not-underszand, according o TaE (=8 A
pares anchor a: Heare A “Aa 3 woman of
cotaur, v have o be: Detar-chan your, male
COUMEErpans, =he sys

ver, wenmen d=al with thase situanons moa
professipnud mannern, syn Mptehidis) Mahopo,
3 brosdemsus 32 SuperSpore When yours
3 brosdcaster 163 nop abaue Yo 65 @bt
the yiwer My srainmg ower theyears has
=uaht me that marething goes wipng 0 ive
t=lmanion,  esplams Mohonog “Tve lesmed
theres aiway= sha hemafiz of hmodsighs buem
themomean:, you don £ thmioof 10 seenaposYou
o0 what matincsally, comes1n you = [L] o be
brewing Inzide; but compistely calm,” Se adds

INCLUSIVITY IS KEY
“Hepresentst|on matsrE fvS nevar sagy, g
the only waman or-the aoly POC [pamon of
cotour] i thereom, or sphess of influepge”
says Sherlip Barends, KFM  broadcast
[evrmaliae mnd medla pErsnaaisy Whise, mals-
chominaeen] jmedia =paces aps: begiming o
changs, “slbeinovas fast 2w would e,
acoording o BaEnas.

hhahemo Reress) naying that the: prococton
sudlin has changed dreseczily sine her
arnval| st SuperSpore- (no 30T, When |
aearesid, | woddd probably he the only lady,m
predurton, sayshMotionm

Radin statonz face 3 smifan progiem, with
TEgArds =0 Inchusity, according o) Lee You
jezae brave o fpok A: the ine-up of the mdo
NFHIE ACrosE 1 Coumry a0 you SBE |t
do=a need w0 chapge” =ayn-Lee “Haw many
waEn 0 Bape Towm @re hesung day-sms,
TR (s on commeErsiAl redio seations
2« the higgese si=eons in she Wamemnn Cape?
ft5 vaEry faw shesaye

The rezsan thar 30 faw women howe then
awn-shoves (5 that the madio indstry bafeves
thar sudisnces dp ey want =0 hear womens
voloEs according to-Lae She recalis beling mid
that “pepple dom e want 2o [ear women =ahieng

ahout-spore and that womsn ane shes 9
sUpPEmeEnt the men

it I important. o enEom, thas nevwsroomadn
net become echo chambers: says Mordeck: n
arder =o;prEvent this, 3ha suggests ansunng
that 3 wide mnge of volces aps: peegenL In
pewsmoomeE Im shways keen) for having as
mary Famat volces n; [the mewsroom)| as yomy
can ges without: complessty, akanaimg, men
b | shinie 12 reEa(ly [ust VTHNOVES your INDHuct
wien you have peapls who ars from different
packgropnds,” sha says

The mparssnoeof. a0 molesye nEwseom
chRn  enpompEss - eniital aapaces of nEws
moductom, 3Saoh (&5 Hhe Darm@atives Hhat
R e Dt Sis0 3ome Sitier Sspents
ancording w  Nohoma:: Having | Fhindie
Tanabdlai = A Superbport cofteagus - Inok
que for her. makes a differance. according 1o
fahana; “Fhndi i ke =h) Moz iove, please
GAN you  powsler your mese, and | Burse ot
[asighing bagouss i shE wasn: bame none
of =he guvE would bave picked it up becayse
Mors jooks Qs Ets mowe on sEvs
Moheng: “k-spuneds:llke-such a sy fthinal
Bt 1t makes sach 8 gifference whan pou fae
[l rrreane- i oo oot for yow shat knows
¥ou1 IMTICREHY [t that_or-sees tnmseives 0
Yo S0, e poaely;

BREAKING THE MOULD

Trying v T imw gn envimpment whers nooady
lookes ke you 530 be @ifficult. asearding e
fohang; When Mohono joined Sugersport n
N = after having warksd 35 3 nawsresdsr
for YEM mdio ==xstion In-Johannestumg = she
sxpected to fage pome peshbac agams: her
presance dye wo the nRmwe of Ehesnvironmen:
aroupd rughy i South ATnga.

Thems always Spprensmop in 3 spece
thaes white.  mai-dommased -~ white
Afmkezna male-dominated - = | especed
the-peshback she saysTEvaryonsaround the
sory was sanen abach by vhiz black waman
thia biack gint from Kaxighnogy who damed 0
- 5esmn on-the sidair of the roghy pisch”

Maohienp nomss Hhae she dd nop espersmes
any  prepddicml behavicur  echouss: Bt
Soperopart Instead, 1t ocourred  when She
wauld |eave the Supsrhporsmudio="] thimk
was mare a thing of sither the fana wesching
arsha peapied nesracied with s the stadjoms
= b |t ;adium Managers eveant MRNagers
thae: e of thing  say=Mobinnm



: Tom Mossholder Pexels

The turrmng poart for Mobooo was Teahsing
that what mzkes her different does not make
figr worse &t her job. °| had tooreally get tsck
into honing oy crafein @way thar doss not
call forme io be ke everybody else; asgacially
the gents, | hod 10 rise 1o thair Bval as mysedf
2nd ot iy 1o pe tham” ahe says:

Mohong explaing that it (9 just 3 Quasion
of finding seff-oonfidence and self-bellal
znl ot (ooking for approwdl efsewhere,
bocause by fooking slsewkiere you start o
mim:c what ¥ou 382

Thares g way m which | do tha job that
| do; thatonly 1 can do) she says | spent &
long time tryimg 1 o ore ol she Govs, and |
realisan [L] 1wl neser becone of the boys: |
will mever becanex-rugDy plaver | will nisver ba
2w -ragly toach, Bat 350 bDroadoaster and
23 Moishidist, theres someshing that | bong o
the tzhie-that cannat be found:anywlere efoe

TRANSFORMING NEWS

In ardEr b cragte changs In thie types of
gtoriEs that afe s2E in the W newsooma
rzsd o be-transfoemed according to Kim
Abralame juurnalise at VOU 'magas=ine "Our
company [MediaZd] haz 7 diselzimar with
every application whera thoy tell the appligant
that previously disadvantsded Individuals giet
preferesioe: o | dlse dome dhink 1t sheuld
atiap thesre® soyvs Abiralama

Barends: howevsr warma2gaingt companies
ar bramds weing people of colour to "Enhance”
the image of thelr brand. This is often ddfe
whiEn comipaltizs of baiaimsssea have pullic
resations disaseers with rogards o racldm. and
they rasd 3 prominent pergon of colour o
13w face. according to Baremla,

Weve sesn omany  brandds  getting It
Incredibly wrang sseely) | was approachsd
b oo domia damage comrol Tof one of didss
brands ' wsing my pessatial soeinl eadia
piatformis. | dsclined  Eapsctfully  Hays
Bararide  Instead, Eompaiiss Snd  Brands
aboild imvEst i diveriity, she saye TlEs the
right thing to do.

A minds=t dhanpge | neoessany in the
wirkpldes scoording e Lee She hotes that
wismEn are oftsn fesmad deyperate for 2 job
which could lsad o womsl being subjsesad
o 2wl harazarmene Psopla In managerisl
posiiions ofeen lEileve thit Gecause thay
Qive wornen oppartunitiess in the broadeasting
Indudiry, they dessrve Tavours im0 feturm

socording o Les  Bhe describes: these
Aftuntions 55 & promisa of “stck with me and
[ make you fammones’

NO ‘RIGHT WAY TO RECOVER
Mortlock and Mohono counter the different
forma af prejudice: thae they  sapsrence n
the warkplace — De It Reism or misogyny - n
their owm wayse B boifiol them Delievs that
spegking to frisnds and family 1= tha frat swep
HIWArGS MECoparatEn

Tm @ very owtSDOkEN pErIon and n
situntions where voure B0 shocked by
sgmething hoppening, | [us: temove: mysslf
from thee sowic or wiolent sieation thats
happening, - savs Mortock

0On: & February 2021, the lsadar of znang-
mEsk fchdown pratest physicaily assauieod
Miorthock, whi was repordng on the prosessin
Fish FHosl, She says she stood up for hersalf
b apening & case against the peImetraton

"Hiz sapporters were frving bo Bally ma i
droping the case. and o not take ¢ fureher
They tried to mzko mae (e8| =0y for him, but
| Just kept on 3t | DEcauss | knew il | dont dao
this; Fe worlt lsam tisiesson and higl) just dao
[t again to Someone &lse, 33y Morthock

As: Mohone works pomarnily fom o studio;
moet of the atacks she hag experienced camea
from soctal madia, T usdalty don't addrass. i
pecaune | Feet [ke-we five ina spoce whers
peoplE think thar thelr opinion matters - and
o g back and forth with 3 wofl on social
medin [] I8 just 3 waste of my dme and my
anergy she z3ys

LOOKING AHEAD

Diversifying reprasentation an setevinkin and
radla is Imporante. sinee v makes [t possible
far wauna children to aspire to something
tzngible and vislblg according vo Martlock:

"I b Nk £0 ehirelo ehat | ean aked e an
Imdpiration, days Morfbelk who often does
jouwrnalizm . workshopa:and talkd ar dchooly
far young children TThe kids ars ks Vol
Alntle. Auntie ki an soes'my. Auliie praae
dun =og met Worrrr. Then [m ke, "Hoo moet
8l an praot?” (Trahslaion: ke kids as
ik Yol Aunty Auney seands e me Aunty
tathia with g mree’ Thisn D llke "How =
shitiald | eIk ")

Whan youwrg children ses sbmsmne who
resembles them represemrted in broadeast
media. they Dbeileve thar they an alea

acpomplish - such things,  acconding o
Mordock “Ivs kida who reallsa, speak exactly
e you | inok ljka you, We both grew wp in
an ar=a wihers thares povarty all amund you
gang shootings happening - maybe | can also
do it,” she spy=s

For Maohono, wvisibliley s ths mosi
imporeant facsor in meking people aware
af the possibilitles of working Ip the
broadcasting indwstry;

Thasts why exposure is so fmponant. Lets
notlimirwhat our kids ses, Recause whar they
see ks Momshidist and her panat, and | want
ghem o ses more than tha: | wam tham w
s8E Juat how' blg that t2am s and how much
work and how much manpower & tkes 1o put
ane game. on air. Because that swpands the
mind~ =ys Mohono, “Thargs a fo:, int more
af ug [than'before]; but there can be a lot, toi
mare of us you know? SME

Sherlin Barends: Photo: Sibulein
Bolarinwa

Matshidisi Mohono: Supplied/
Muetshidisi Mobhono
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CANCEL CULTUR
Justice
In the age
of the social?

If there are spectres haunting the media industry today, you would be hard-
pressed to find one that has reared its head as swiftly and pervasivelly as cancel
ciltire. This elephant tn the newsroom has come ta dominate the collective
imagination of modern social fustice. But whar were the founding intentions of
cancel culture? And if there Is merit to its aims, have we strayed aff the path of

Jjustice into morally ambiguous territory?

By Giuseppe Rajkumar CGuerandi

TRINIER WAHNENG: THIS AITICLE MAKES BRIEF MENTION OF DEATH BY SUILKIE. HUWEVER NO SPECIFIC ACTS ARE DISCUSSER

of Weldimar Pelssr, sdlior-dn-chiet of
Fr-'r'a,'.lunrl. cancel culmre |5 [aw-making

It msture. Tk & & way to deart influsnos
ayer the public conversstion and delinsation
of tabons” says Pelser “ls w0 establish
what 1= soclally scceptable and 10 constroc
prerabties for thos= whe transgress”

Cantel mihwre B 3 form of  dinlal
stountalilly  and  socal medis apthism,
sonrding 1o @n artlole tsled DRAS THEM: A
brief etymuology of so-called “aanesl éulhare” by

Mezedith D Clark. an asslnane professor of
medis studies ar the Unisemsley of Wimalnla n
she Unived Sates “Canceling 1s qn eapreasing
aff ageney, & cholee to withdew  dres
autntlon from someane ar something whoss
values [in) action, of, spesch are e affenalve.
ane ne longe wishes wo grace hem with chelr
prEsinoy, tine and manesy wrings Clark
Maresla Damora, 3 malemedls jouinallst
at GroundUp, espardds on this - definion,
highlighting the medivm of cangelltions,

It malnly refers w2 popukar gend on soclsl
miedia for people to publicly himillae ol
aut' and withdraw sepport from 2 publle
fgeree. company ar crganisstan esplilns
Cantane, In em=il corespondentce with SME

if cancel cudwore Funcelons ws 2 form of
whwritien bayislature, then how 15 s aw
sherred? Relng cancelled can have 3 wide
rafge of impllitens fom BEing enable 1w
el finihelal suppott o belng deplaiformed
af loskng ones job, according vo Lia Spifnian, s
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frelanie murmallse who b5 relatively new 1w
the Industry

Adam Haebib, direstor of the Unbeeesity
of Landoms Schoal of Afean and Orlesal
Srislles, providss SMEwith a retem eamply
af canczl culnre based on'his own experishee
In Marsh of this year, Habib was embrolad
I 20 ineidene dhae almost resalied i Wi
own professlonsl esncsllaton, after tee made
chrmments linalving raclse tefminology cwer 3
confarenis sall with studenss '

It s good and helpful when things avch a8
s=sual harssmmeiit of blgotry are cilled oo
s Kirchana Plllsy sub-eclieor for the daliy
e The Wimess “Huwever pancel
cileute = be an extrems method w correa
suieanes unpopakar apinion, [d raher =
priple motrecied of eduessssd than outrighiv
citnbislled for 2 minoe Issos”

TRACING THE ORIGINS OF A
CULTURE

I her ardde, Clark sugossts thar sngel
culture 1Eally penetrated the mialatrear
i 2013, “during Blazh Twitesrs semmer af
atcountabliity’. She <lies the e of hashiags
and onling, petdons In the cancsllathon af
ciel=twity chel Pauls Deen for workgplaos
blgotey, as an example She further supgests
that this phenemenan has s roows bn varieus
quezsr ard hiack cammmenites, and sappally
b gquetr cmmunities of caloue, In she farm
af i'a.‘eadr'ng' and "ealling out’.

‘Mot sy critlgue ean come wrappz up
I ileesles and .'[.'II:I“t: spech, Mir sheould
B Somatiines, the utgency and welght of
appirEssion requine ws Irnrhedt.‘:ﬁi',' Byt
wrttes Clark

The genesal mechaniams of canes cultere
speary cleat, Howspsr, the mosl cantents of
Bt oare prey :c:urdlnj w Hablk While Hablb
aehnowliedges the legitlmasy of the alms of
citnbpl cultute, by duscribes Its exscution as
“Infrummans and “undemoermie’. Speaking 1w
the Incldent he was involved |, Hablb says
that he undlerssands he ladked 2 degres of
spulal |rteligencs in that motent, but sl
fezln b wias wreazed hamshly "tm anly human”
hes ndds,

Hahib =ays chat the malnstresm media
a5 3 whole I8 sxpsfisnang strucunml Hauss,
They just cover she Incidenr withoue the
Ihsermaation that b riequired | think, And, In
a swnee tan aften are driven by beadlines”
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arguss Habile Tln & sevise, dheses a kind of
Iuisiness logic to escalse |t to the point thia
Imtriguess sgimebody enowgh Lﬂ-b!u'l' ft. They
feeed i ot ket vhes eugliure Rspife

According w Habib, the confike = the
hwar of cance| culture b a2 palitlcal ans
between “the far I'Iqﬁ and whis (he seas] a3
slie anarchie |eh”, He adds thae he fears tha
uninended  opsequiees of this conflice
Iy aliznates what are posental allles, ant
h'}p Migmating whar are potential allies for
e progressive projest, ','uu- tun the danger
alr allowing the l:iﬁht wing. o mankpulate
she anmt w advance thelr own 2genda
(Fyiu wane 1o =4 a2t e=ample of that you
just have w come 1o the Unieed Kingdom
clalms FHabib '

Pelser agress that the original Intentions
qi':;m:.ellnllhmﬂ were lihely noble “Inidally, |
shink the dea [of canced culture] wia sl
share are Injustices thay are buing pveragked
Ly the ssuablishment” says Pelser, “Thisre are
'p-éupb: whi are pot baing hetard, So, thesafore
we wane to conframt esdsang norms”

Howevsr, cancel culturd has devalved into
an unforgiving system - one that does not
aflow the space for redempnion. sccarding
10 Damane “Cangsl cultue wed w be a
way af calling et people for prablermatic)
distasteful or offeraive behaviour. with
shie imeEtlon of having them apologise fiur
It explales Damons. “Its now become 2
quith way to el our any wype of offensie
Lethaviour and mobi e seslal medls groups

I'd rather see
people corrected
or educated than
outright cancelled
for a minor

Issue,

to disgredit the person ar people assaclated
with prablematlc inaldengs”

EFFECTIVE JUSTICE OR
WELL-INTENTIONED HARM?
When unpagking the Introazies of ganes|
cubture, |tbecammes cleartiatdhis phennimenin
& nue 2 shiiple case of fighs e w!.l.;lrgg_. As
Plset puts e, "Trods 1 2 messy business”

To it credir, there ape bensfits o whit
cnes| culwre strives to do aceording 1o
Palsar "0 pliss (8 chat i has made 3l of wa
who publish, whether it's dighally o In prins
realles that the cody of 2 mlstake =n be
aqulie= high,” mays Pelser, “So, on the upside |
think that this has obzasioned more careful
eonaldetation by e*.t:!'.'hud',' who pubilishes
shout what they publish, 2nd thae canmi
prsthly e 2 bad thing. I

Beframing the canversatlon sround this
cultie, parteulary the utllity it may sen=
5 (impareant for considering bs worth as
& mechanlsm for soch! justce according
ta Clath, "Being cantelad - a dulruniﬂm
it should be noted, wseally mserved for
celebritles, brands and othetwise out-af-
reied fligures — should be read 25 3 last-diieh
appeal forjuitice” she says

However, Habib fesls sha the good
tentions of sanesl oubhees have aerned
milevolene.  spedlfically  for the meadia
jonernatizm and writers

Trlou will b amazed 2 haw many pr:q'pln
sy o ome This & my postlan. but | esmt
52 it publicly bcsuse Im uterly terifled of
saying It nlserves Habik. “I'm seabng sanlor
=holars saving | am wreified w weite Jor]
soydemics say, 1 am wrifled of teaching’
Mow. V've heand ]m.-rn:il:._u say o me 1wl
Wit on c=ruin Il‘“'l-g%. but | juzz will not
wrles g oehers "

-,

%



The mte st which the csace| b
trinchine produges and reproduces the nules
af s un'q.'].gm'er'lrt Is 3n Imparant elemiEnt
af fts supposzd harm, aceording o Palser,
Thess ndes gan becomy establlshud as
sichal nemms aimest overnpighe” says Pefsrn
“and | chinh thar 5 what has qlvén cnge|
cultute 2 urlgue poteney for people wlio ire
unsure of what ehe robss age and faar the
comasmpigicas iF they transgress”

Spaaking to the .all.;&ged Nimieations that
carrenl culture |imposes on-the meadias alilinyg
o push the envelope Pelser suggasts that
“medla or publishers or sven indlvidualy
wha slavishly follow that which |4 regarded
a5 sochal nomme, wil simply noe be resd: s
not Inserestng’.

‘Cancel culture mgy ke plbple trust
the malmatrsam mediz lkeas™ ssvs Fillay, i 3
jourmalis were to be clled our foran honest
friissake, that mistale sould 00 vikal and the
teputation of that journallst and pubilication
would b tamishied”

The lmiution of independence and fres
speach In the medla Indusery 18 2 danger that
dhould mot be undersstimatsd. aseording 1o

Damurs. She usas the sample of Lindsay
Dentiinger. 30 eNCA reporer acsused of

rasis practiee. whoss ‘sncsllavon” led to th
natwark being labelied 35 racla.

Far, Habil, thie desired sutenmes of sangel
culture are simply aoe manifstng 0 heleful
ways “There's 2 hige aJren-::In_g bealnning 1o
happen” says Habib, “Now, the lmny, Same
stratids oF this arsrehi Lefi think that they've
sttually siensel the rabt wing. And o by
hurest. they havens The rght wing s as
abreaelaus =5 thay've oftsn besn”

Inssead. Hablb suggests that this silenting
I affectirg liberats and the polivkeat Middie
adding thar zamesl culwee often, falls 1w

hend members of the Fighs acountable
for potemitally problematle aclons TTjhe
Irstitutional structuess af righe-wing polhic
will protect shem, becsuse (] thuse am
nur shhorrent |deas In thelr woridview. But
the ones who siddenly fivd thenmslves
isolated  are [ the liberal and  the
pragressive ||11|.".I.Hq';|anul:l '

Bezurding to Hablb, in the most detrems
Inaaness uf'nlx:_dlinq. saime pepple loss dher
livs) lvetcls, o vt Base theln lvas to sultide

TOLIVEWITHITOR
WITHOUTIT
The eedla st find 2 way o comniie to lis
foendational principles withour commicing
undue e dissriminatory harm, asearding o
ohisrvations by bath Damons and Snijman.

Snljevan elugledaes this dilemms en the
leved of princlple. swagesting that joumallyis
look to thelr press cndes for quidance,
and understand the diffisrsice besween
witting abuout someone versus giving them
a platfarm

*| think the media Industry must balance
iis duty as the muuthpieee for srue . and
aneirate Informatian, aleng with s dury to
nae Infiicy harm on IpAocant peggle” sayy
Snijman, speaking to the sthical dilemmas
af reporting. on potentially problematl
it Wledugls. TTherz |5 also the bataneing se
bptwean ot wantiog to glve awful people
a platfurm and respecting che prlrhr.lpl:- ol
audl gleeram pareem - lue the ather side
bt hesnd”

dourpalissle  pesoupeabllity  mechanisms
slat 2lready ealst, such 2= the South Afrlesn

Matlonal Sditars Forum (SANEF) and the

arthuds af publications, should be ussd for
fiilng complaines and comelbuting to the
quilitative imprivament of the countrys

Jowmnallam, suagess Seljman and 2illay

For Damans, the sthioal e=nets of the
media |pdustry are now hs besy wols of
Jnurnallstle pavigation in' s world Influsnesd
by cancel cubiure The best way s for
the medls 10 stlck o s wle of being the
watehidng or fourth estae. which ls essential
ta sl healthy fuﬂl:l:iﬁnln_g af, & demoesacy”
shie says,

IF the futare of cames) eubture s utiesreain
what = chear Is thay shylng away frong,
n.-'n:gil.g'h'lu with It will anly hd:ghuun s
volatllty, pardoulatly In che farme of
backlash from sgci-politiual conservatives
scennding 1w Hzhib

The libema! innelligentsls have to Fird ol
courape” atouss Habily, specifeally in tgrms
af opposing stEmps @ silenoe seesh
regardiess of which corner of the politial
speitrui thesy emanase fom, "Naot becaune
we amres wWith each other, bur beavss we
fraves the tlahit 1o be hesed within the ethics),
pratameters of 2 prRgresive :gﬂndu._]'__], a
et s ibs nor 2 hate agenda”

He furthess his argument fram the lafe-
wing perspestive ::u_ggﬁtlng that cancs(
cultie s ac adds with a0 Impattant
kel goal of combating & e In sdles)
conservabim: 1 come fromg, e Lefy” be
saps | wint us to adopt 2 set of sretegle
sngagements thay dant give space for
Danald Trumg 1o mobilise”

Pelser echoes 3 similar sentiment, saying
thet zangel culiurs, a8 |t cufremly eslsts
has ehe potential to further scho-chambers
p:a‘r.i'.':'nhrlr thin= of 5 conservative nature,
[We nesd to] slabnly wp the wlerance
for  difference  In conbersatien, because
atherwlie we o2e conversaton and paople
withdraw Inte dhe undergniund,” expliins
Palser “Too-strice taboos an, what can and
sninnt be ssid doss noe make prople bester
peaple — |t just meana that they hang aut I
E’JEI‘I‘I‘I—I‘.III:-h-ﬂIhnﬂEmuj amups”

Malulg the good falth of people and
allowing shem the space w be messy I,
thidlr artloulations i essentlal In tempeting
this backlish, asording to Pelser. He
suggests that the culture of ganc2iling ls
ane of garstans resaliacion, and wil lead
soelal deterlontion

"' pretey sure thats not the biss way of
el e peu;ﬂi: I the eest of beenming
s better soglety” says Pelser. SMF
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FLIPPING THE L

Behind the lens and out of the spotlight — that is where most photojournalists prefer
to be whilst they capture scenes of pain, violence, courage and heroics. “Ultimately,
you are there to tell other people’s stories. It's not about you,” says James Oatway,
an independent South African photojournalist, But although it is important for
these stories to be told, the impact they have on a photographer can be long lasting.

By James Cameron Heron

THIGGTR WAPHINL. THIS ARTRCLE MAKES MERTION OF WRDER ARD DEATH, BUT NOEXPLICIT DETAILS BAE MENTIDED




perating  In ‘petentally hostile and

viclent environments — ani | then

having v captiire and piece 1ogether
the evente lar a digeonnected publlc —can'he a
j=yiE Fxperienie, according 1o Jame Oatway,
an [ndegendent Sauth African photofeurnalis
As fmemer chiel photographer and petire
editor al the Sunday fimes, the srenes thal
Chatway has caprured throughout his carest
etill stick with him bpday and affect him ona
persanal rvel

“Thire are gp many [meniprlee] that it
e hard 1o single any Sne mempry oul” he
says. "Every photograph I take bringh back
ite oW mempriee”

Witnessing vinlence and tragedy fe difficult 1o
deal with, arcteding o Oatway. This sentimen!
i= shared by lireg Maringvch| renowned Sauth
Afrlean photafournalis. Marlngvich was a
niEmber of the Bang-Bang Ululy — 3 grouip of
folir confiler photwpraphers who operated
during Seuth Alrica’s transitlon to demoemey

“l don't kntrw how one 4 meant (6 be prepared
for thas kind eof stuff | ceriginly wasm't, J was
very dinturhing and very dithcall o desl with
prvchologioilly and soclally.  and  pobitiially’”
reflects Marinevich,

DOPENING THE ARCHIVES
Bemembering the frel nme e witnngsed the
death af another human whilst (o the fisld
Marinuvich descrilies the complemity of sesing
samehady oes murdered, and being unpbils roda
anything abaut itwithou sndangering hlmsslf

"The firsy tlme | went 1o cover violenos |||, ]
witnessed A miurder. And that was very camplox
i deal with, [O)ne would meagime that vou
would 'do something to stop the murdet of
whal seemied o be ail nocenl perseny bl
no, | didi't, herauss that would have fstien e
killed ™ kays Marindvich,

The 1001 Pulitzer Prde winner esplajne
that dealing with such sensitive and desp
skated monters 40 eealarly has vesulted o
cpmjilax digestion of the gvents. *Tr's nor Like
phttographing something that's 3l 3 dis@nee
ar that's ansmanous This was very inthinane
and very camplex, and very ditfleuli o deal
with msichologically” snye Marinovlch

Throtghout those years, youd comne aceees
different things that would affet you in

different ways Heinpat miosiacrsd | Jwherevou

watith v happen, op Hoipaidng whers youl e
arrnts — i the miorning, alterwards —all thise

This page and opposite page: Photes taken from The Dead Jone, a
purtfolio af photographs that capture the vialent conflicns that éngutfed
pirts of South Africa in the 19905 Photos: Supplied/Greg Marinovich




people movwrning their dead.. it's swiul
s awiul, || bahies being killed ™ he adds

Years  after  photographing  the
Merikana: shootings on 16 Auspst 2012
Felix lpngamandln - Dally Maverick's
(M) current phioto editor — stil] sits
with what he saw om thar diy Ona
momesit in panicilar says with him
“Chn the moming of 16 Augast; | received
a call from Mecineni ‘Mambush® Nalo
{ome af the striking miners) askine me
o sennd Twa joummalists o malk o him
becanse negptiations with the police had
smalled and they were anahle to reach 2n
agreement,  writes  Dlangamandla in 3
pheto ms=ay for DM, “Less than an hour
later; Mokl was lying desd In a pool of
blopd,” he continues

[Manpamandla wold SMF that the violenee
he hed witnessed that day onby  smared
sin¥mg i on the owe-hour dmve back
home. Alone inhis car be hesamn to feel the
“shock” sbour what bad jost heppened. He
still ferls it pow: [Ume way or another, it is
pring to richap with you-You may become
violEnt or you may become disintereaed in
doime amything That sffecred me. and i sl

roes, =ys Blingerandla
While: one does. not ged wsed 1o
wimmessing soenes e these in which Hyes

are log, Biye does bepin 4o accept them =
o' gt likelihadi - aoee accustomed ta the
profesion, acctrming 1o Miarinawich v
certminly bttome more desendlidsed o
seeing tlead people, but 'l sy ] was mitire
seriit{emd 1o the possibility of watching
symetini: = And ale thought b5 peally
horrific) be v

MENTALLY TOUGH

Taking these scengs home and dealing
with: them by voursell c2n be @
challenging and  dungerous  process,
according  to Elimzmmandln.  From
first-bamidl experience, he implotes all
photojournalists 7o seek someone W
talk to. | think it's very vrocml thar all
photojournatists who take violent and
sepsitiye]| photos atend debriefings or
nonsalt professionals iF they've got the
means o do that, says DHammemandla
“Menzably, it helps you to tallk sbout all the
EXRETIENORs You' Ve enroEniered”

For Samar #hn' Eouf & Palestinian
frectomee photojormaliss based in' Gaza,
it is not the miernal sruzales she Gnds
ditficuls, burinsiead, the phyaical dampers
that arezreality inthe fisld, 1My beliefin
iy rause and my humanitarian message
i5 what drives me: o cpre: all the

soetvss Whiene | o bisto thie Beldl, | prepars
my merm @il the eqgiuipment 1 need
ar if the plice-is tlanperous, | wear 3
ahdeld, a helmier, gl & provective ek,
=s Eloul in emmail correspondence with
SME “Somerimes my b worried if the
dltiiurio & very dangerous, such as war
mp iy relatives and loverd omes, but b
doen not affect v mental health, That |
CET OVRTODITIES

THE SOCIAL SIDE
With the rise of social media, and fes
ability to make posts go viral scross the
globe. 2 frw photojournalists have felt the
effects of their mages being, distributed
pnlime. When publishing photos that
are potentially sensitive amid (Tiggering
photojournalists somerimes reoEve
responses from variows sounces that are
touzh o handbe, according 1o Kasia Steele
& l'olish photojourmalis

"My st five vears of work heve been
romrERtrating on the isuess mesmriing
eproductive  rights, and | especially
access 10 ghornon, which is an exaremely
ronmroversial ssue L] and this work
iriggers reactions, she says. Sirek has
received masy unseitling messages as 3
remilt of her work

I Seprember 20013: A Congolese army unit mobilises an the frontline a1 Kibumba. M23 rebedd retreated to Kibomba after they were
routed from their stronghold on Three Antenna Hill The rebels attempied to consalidate and resist from Kibumba;, butwere forced to
abandom their positions and retreat to Bunagana on the Rwandan border. Photo: Supplied/lames Oarway




Carway  has endured similar online
attacks thar nuestloned his inentions
anel artions. “The images of the murder
of Emmmeamue] Stthole during senophohin
violence in 205 caused o huge responee
Memy  people. expressed  shocll  and
purrage ot the boases” says  Clatwy,
aome people tnok 1o sockzl medip e
artack me personzly Some blaned the
death on me, and others claimed that |
was A cownrd o photograph the atack
Crihers acepsed - me of making money ot
of other's misformune,” he says

EASY ACCESS

it-Is no1 ondy sncial media thet conmbuares
i the difficalties of publishing az @
photojeurnatiss, bt alio advancements in

That ¥ hevaysethe teehnological barrier 5
n-longer there. Am'] going 1o send you To
Johanneshurg i theres some big reent?
Orram | juast going to pick up foomge from
20 000 bysramders? Its an pasy answer,
275 warimovich

TO KEEP SHOOTING

Despire the pbstacie of online artacks,
Strel srtll finds reaspns o purvee her
work. Sheisahle iomove past ali the othes
factars that abm o stop her from training
her lens on “controversial liszes” 71 hed
3 oonference with simdents ar & hish
achonl, and the teacher contarted me
tntely, saying thar there was 8 gird who
came 1o her lpoking for help after speing
[y work and after hearins [me] spral

L

b the Palestinian terrliory ol Gaza — 3
place currently rife with violenre — Elsl
feels (he mmporwnee of her gresnee
in the field; and therefore comtinues 1o
mapture whant s taking place In G=za
"Where | End mysell - my proxiommin

w peaple and the pluce of evinis -

the pleasure of phowgraply [exiss)
d=pile the harsliness of the work dnd
the harshuess of e sehe | elisve in
the ssurs of children, women aond i
oppressed here she szys

Within enwironmems which @=n be
painful and wiolens, Marmovich zays
thar he has experienced moments of
positivity thar conmrasted with those
evenis entirely. Srressful sinmtlons cam
at times be "herole’, “mnexpecied” or

21 June 2007; The Red Anis evict residents
ani destroy an informal settlement near
Pomona onthe East Rand of Johannesharg,
Photo: Supplicd, Tames Catway

terhnalogy. In perroalar, the inprovement
af red] phone cameras seems 1o be olowly
lowering the demand for photojoomalists
arnrding o Plangamandla:

“Anihody can be a photojorrmnalis
Times have changed now, and we need
arcept that, says Dlengzmandle. “Hur
anel its o big bt — you still need to speak
ta the ethics of photojournalien

he aecesmhility of cemerns, along with
the glphal reach of social medle means
that phetojoareziists are finding it more
anel more ditficult 1o find worli; according
o Marinovich, *Most |photojoernalists]
past sorape by, i o all

W Augens 2021 Minewnrkers scatter from
police fire outside Mkaneng Informal
settiement in Rustenburg, North West.
Photo; Sourced /Felix Dlanyamandla

Tihds 15 somethimz which shows exactly

why | do the work.” says Srel

Similarly, (qarways. mages of the
Sitholr murder 2015 did not only
result in soolsl media scrating. positive
change was  alse  dmplemented I
respromse 1o the violpnee captured in his
photezraphs, he says

"There - were. positive effects.  The
army was deployed the ne=n day and
there wrore no mare. reparts of vinlenee
Demnonstrations  teok place: in South
Africaand in ptherAfricen rountnes The
atary hemme headine news on BRC and

CNN 2aw Cnrwey

19 January 2018 US Marines firea mortar
al o Taliban compeund near the Kajaki
[im, Helmand Province, Afghonistan
Phote: Supplied/James Oatway

“marelly inspiring”. he says The most
impartant fumorion of & photojoarmaelist
remains  capuming these  simations
according 1o Marinovich

Somth Adricas trensition o democracy
wa§ o thme whers it felt mmparmant to ieke
photographs, sinre Marinovich and his
rodleagnes sepaed that they were “on 3
historical precipice” Hesays

“homatienes you did-In hecaose you gor
cauzht up inoa siveaton, aod you mishe
as well shoon Beosnse ir didnt make 3
diference {f you shot vener
rraprpetd,” he recalls “So you mizhr as well
just shoot, right?” SME
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PIETER-LOUIS MYBURGH:

Fato: Heléne Leonard

Ondersoekende joernalistiek is n noodsaaklike bousteen van 'n goele demokrasie. Een van
die voorlopers in higrdie veld in Suid-Afrika, Pieter-Louis Myburgh, meen dat die gebruik van
andersoekende media die enigste manier is vir dig publiek om inligting te bekom en ingelip te bly
oor die sake wat hulle direk beinvioed. Die onverskrokke joernalis gesels por sy ervaring




'N BOBAAS SNUFFELHOND

=N

Deur Heléne Leonard

Ty READ TIES ARTICLE IN ENGILISH. STAN THE 0 CODE BN PAGE 3

£n valn die-min dinge war Suld-Afrika vir die: [a=3ce paar jear
aanmekaat hov, 15 N krsess pers, voigans Fietsr-Lowls Myburgh
(38}, aen van Sud-Afrika se top ondersoskende. jnemalsie; “Ek
dink ondersoekende: jopmafiaves is 1 oplosmasklike: deel van enige
demokrasia, €0 1 noodsazidined 13 noviye &n kALESE pErs war N
reqening op oy e ow, s& hy
Myburgn het reeds woeg insy lonpoaan nie by alledaagsa verstagpewing
aanhiank gevind nie Vi hom isce "hieuriogs en senwudlg
Dir 13 e2ncorig om o na- o perskonferensie toe:e= gaan ep & die
aanhaiings neste kry, maen Myburgh wat daarng.sereef om eerier aguer
die kap van e byl we:kom; “Ek wil anek en seek torday ek dis:einkike
syane vind, wereel hy,
Dy was: gedurende Myburgh 38 wd as jpamals by Nows24 das hy
met ondersoskanda wark begin het toe Ny n magdem 2-posse mMoes
deurwerk. D e-posse het geler ton wat nou bekend s=aan @5 die

b

#epraleaks — n opdersash ma die ser nvined way die Supta-Tamile
n ryli besighetdstamilis van Indie, op die Suld-Africaanse sakeselicor
en regenng gehad het en dis varmesnde gepaardgsance seaatganing
wdens die voo

Ondersoskende joerralistek kan verandenng in die fand tewesghring
mean Myburzh, En die 13 wasrom by dig baraep gehies hee "El i redalik
cpgawonde cor e trefirag van ons pernalisyel — div 15 poworful” sé
Wiyvbirrah, war tans T onderaoskandn (ermasts by Doily Movonck &=

Alhoewsl dig tefirag in Myburgh 32 werko opmerhdivo g, 15 hy Sweeds nie
tevredn met hoe hormugsie m Swid=Afnka kamear word me

Myburgh 88 nuursie Swne i8 die vaa Digisa) Vibes: n Onderaosk
na  aanwyomgs odst o Pwell  Mkbiee  voormalioe  Suid-Afrikeanse
gesandheidsminister, Cond-19-fondse mizbroik hee

“in Dhgisal Vibes se geval |5 ek nog nie wevrede met die vamendenng
wat gebning 13 nie Hopelin stop dic nle dasr nie

mallge president lacod Zums, 52 presidentshap

iz, Mishiz2 he: badank, maar 'nomans kan diveerder sien as hy war
ult dig kabingt yirgedruk 13

Wolgens  Myburgh word Midizs =& bedanling as ' effektiews
afdanking” beskou, aangesien hy me in sy posiseg sou kon =anbly me

&3 e Nastonaie Vernwigingegessg holle werk doen an wir Mihize
vervolg.sal dir pped wees Az div nie gebeur mig; sal 0 mens:viea word!
mieen Mylngh

Yir Myburgh s diy frussrarend om e sen dat orTupse me genneg
aandag iy nie Yoigens hom 5 die Niandla-stone - wat bewys: dat
Fums opgradenngs van ongeveer R246 mifoen aangabring her by 3y
Mizndla=wanng in BwaZulu-Matal, voigens Mol & Geardun < gen vaa
diz gevalle waarn sufke komopsie 8 sene 13 Volgens Myburgh faa
aanspreekiikhard egrer nog lask duur

‘M SPERDATUM IS NIE TER SPRAKE NIE
Dndarspekende jpemahbstiel 15 2en van daardie goed war of reg of
gind nke gedoen maet ward 1ve, wolgens Myourgh, &3 daar konseane n

onmoegeefiike sperdsmam |5 word dasr skeds bemolken aan dis pebiiak
sE persepste van joemalisvei 58 hy. A5 3y nonbuyigbare sperdanem bes,
1= dh wiar foure deurglip,” meen Myburgh

Oy rededeeurs te oorreed dar die dis moeh werd 15 om mesr oyl 12
spandess ap stories. 15 n anorme aidaging. Sk besef Daify Movienck 15
m N luuhkse posisle vear hulle die;joemaiste die tyd gun om N gosse,
feteslibe store viv e by verte! Myturgh

Mgt die Prasa-smne - wat Myburgh en Waldimar Pelser, redakesur
yan Ropport, saam aangapak het - was dir senvowdig: Treasnet 52 teine
wias e hoog vir di2 bestzande infastrolmwur, Myburgn bat i impak
ran die kwessie vwoag raakgesen 2n moes dit sorvoidig:asn Ropporr 58
lesers: vertel, want dit 15 moelilk pm komplekse Jicessies 3an (0w gehoor
tevarduldelc. 58 Peiser



Pieter-Louis Moburgh, ondersoekende joernalis.
Foto: Heléne Lennmrnl

EIENSHKAPPE VAN N EERSTEKLAS JOERNALIS
Tim-du Flessis voormalige redaiveur van Boold =y Mybumh
dazr gewerk het bestayT Myturglt as meetaol

"Pigtet-Louls swlt vin niks nic-an iy how semoud|g 230 0 2an
wotdar by gekry hey wat hy soel 58D Flesas

Wialgena B’ Flesnis hanvesr Mybwngh. fy feite mgs forannless
aorgvuldighssd, "Oor die- are heen hes by nosesde sintuly
vir skelmerreke ontiwiklal, Hy rufl skelms pit sops (wat] n
smfethnnd mat dwstms rezk en danvind by die-bewyse” vereel
D Plzssis

Mybamph: hee hom gemestlg ps die land S22 woomse
prderserlsnde poemalls, maen Sy Plesgis 45 mddheaur- ==t e
met PetsrLouis porlog we gaan. yeresd by

Felaer mesn dat by op redakesur Ei geteer hee in die: opd
wat Myburgh by Roppore gewem ek “Hy baakilc oor dje vermcs
o sl esrsse die groot prendle (2 mien, en) mma Sekkel ons 2
radakasurs om raal 2 aien wes by sisn, Maar T mens moet bomn
vt want Platar-Louls stengoed van kandmals Befang woeg
ragh; venal Palsar

[ endersoskends pmemallaneh g2=n snuffel nomens Bis it
waarvan nigmand wess nie DI (s e005 sk wis v benapr &p
dan publigesriydit, Alsrdie skas ey dan 7 ensme impak op die
mametewipg, meESn Myburg

Jy- syt 7 beek opr Ace Magashule: sn dan word by
warvoln) & Myoungh onr sy 2018 hael Gangsoon State wet 0
beweende: hormupsie deur die yoormahge s=hiszans—ganemal
van dig African Mazhonal Congress (ANC) biogtgsls hee "Dl
srufieiwens i bake bawedigand

fis wesshyning van Sangsoer Seaoe et n bhywends impalk
gehad| op. Suidiafmhe 5o politlels landskap A5 Mopashele
aangedly fer a8 ssbresaris—genereal; sou iy mopnt Sufd Atk
s¢ yolgende premident gesand bet” meen Felsar

iMybiath 58 hy het probses am, pro-aldief s wees et stones,
05 Siglsal Vibes deur n deizanplise te doan aor di Covid T2
uigawss. Bic i waar hydie fouts rakgesten het

Met 2lke ssnde wat by sanpak, mik Mybungh om die gald wae
uigeges word 18 volg en elks Newe sent om b2 drag) gpois &
warheen o g2an’

GEVARE VAN DIE BERQEP

Elbagin sl hoe mesr ealik weas met qrslf] s&Mybonghe "Dit
s Swaar pim. met negas)sweE stories van die lind @owerk Bn dir
gRan menes oocdie sndarsachkandewerk nie Qv by meerag dit -
T REMSERE RITIng 2 weeS [ negasess nuad, B Suid Atk
hersa bain negatiewe nuus,

Hy Tnaak n punt degovan om sy hop skoon ek In s e
d gemiet hy lges ghall an bmndemplankoy. "Ek legs o dis
ool Fortumes: The fitse and Rise of Aflaner Tytoons deur
Ebbe Dommisse = bosik onr @ die opribiy. rek Suid Afriksanse
milkamnEnne vertal iy,



Cndersoskends jeemalisdsh ken o wltdagende beroep
wees an dit ok bale itk ulk Myburgh loop dilkwels deur
pndar Twitter-keitiel, masr desondanks bly hy n vasbherade
onderseakends joemals wat hom nie wvan seryk lzat bring nis

Twitzer Is nig reng nle. Mens mosr dicaltyd onthau,” mesen
Myburgh, Hy besbou Carl Miehaes a5 5y grootste Twlter:
tral "Dt 15 edndll S0 sod. Sy gunsstlingwaord fvir Mylaergh)
is ‘tresh jowrmalist. maar ek vat dit van wie dis kom,

bes dig skoyf van Gangstar Siofe het Myburgh besef hee
gevaarlilk dle werk kan word, “Ase Magashule her gewaes dar
gk e boek skryf en as ek alieen in dig Vryswasat rondgery
het, op spek na inligting. het dis gedagees by my opgekam
dat hulle west &k krap rond,” varced by,

Mylurgh het s direkee dreigemeanse ontvang, maar dit shitk
fom nie af nie "2k ks nie aincdtk bang wir dié wat my bel an 58
' geing oo kil yaw nie; wantas Emand oo wil dosdmask, sl
hulke dit nig 58 nie. mazr deen” meen Myburgh

Mybumgh gin dat geen dreigement femand s moe:
affekieser das dib jouy werhosd om jou werk w2 doen nie " 'n
Jnermatis =a werl (5 t2 belangrik,” 56 by

“Ei hatvir lani. seler 'nmaznd, yfwagie gshad nd Gangsaor
Stare se bekendseeiling, El het spos Jusun Bisher gavoel!
vertel . Die [yTwagee is aangewys na afioop van Gangswor
State se asrses bekendsteiling op S Aprll- 2018 by 'Exclusiye
Books in Sandton Clty, Johannesburg: fie hekendsseding
is weans sshyntelsmndes gessaak nadas nogroep besogers
die bekendsteliing ontwng het "Die bemgass het kaashorde
opnamors =n makaar met k2ag begin-gool, Dt was chans
vertsl Myburgh

Mozrdie zand har Penguin Bandom Howse-ulbgewers, war
die ultgewers van Somgster Siaie i3, besluit om fyfwagss vir
Myburgh = gee verte| Sunza Joukare bemarkingshoof by die
ulegewershuis. "Verders bekendssedimgs wir Gangster Sato bs
geiukklg geensing omwrlg nig” veroet Jouban

“Mie sakurntaly was mteressance kamioers, Eh is tor vimdag
tng nog pelle mer van hulte Pany van dis mense was
Beyoncs selytwngre roe 5y In Suild -Afrikz was, a0 ek her soos
n eetehrivy gevael, venel Myburgh

De yfwagte her wir ongevesr 'n maand wag gehng buls
Mryburgh se privaee woning. "Hulle sou dawr die nag voor oy
huts In n grooe bakkie sk om o stoement b2 mask 5€ hy

Myburgh het sy segersamde darfings”. (die- swories wac
hy die meeste genist he: om &=-shryl), maar by sat aleyd 5y
gersie deurbraak onthou, "Die Prasa-geposts vir Fappor: was
wir my belangrik en (5 die eersie stone wat my gevestio et an
prdersoekends joemals versel by

Mi owes bogke en vee| meer apwindande ervarmgs, is daar
wir Myburgh geen t2lean van briel sandrazt nie, Me: sy planne
wir nogg bale diepgasnde forensiese cndersoeke in dis toekams,
bly dig snutfelhond knersvas op dlg spoor wan komupsie SMF

Ace Magashole, vooormatipe sulretaris-senernal
van die African National Ca
Fote: Verskaf/Alon Skuoy
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/ One of the most significant factors
: / grounding journalism is its ethical
standpoint. It is on this foundation

that the public's trust in the media
is built. But what happens when
that trust is broken? Veteran
investigative journalist, Jacques
Pauw, recently experienced the
aftermath of being “cancelled” by
the public and the media industry
after writing a factually inaccurate

column for Daily Maverick.
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By Lara van Zyl

Phista: Lara van £yl




It's always
going to be
held against
me. There's
no guestion
about that.
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£C e Digalih imspestor & comiby
today” Jargues Paww, veteran
imvestigarive  ournallm ;
making & cup al coffes in the kitchen o
il eemraurand, the Tin Hoeof averm i
(ehesk Kasteal TDen't buy o restawron
ar a4 guest liptse: t's exmruciating
With - hiz  reading  gliases hanging
arwrtitiel 1y neck e sim down @ one
of e ralles The Okyear-old sars
wnparking the imrricae story: tha b
hiz |owmalliie rareee Havine worked
at publlestimne awd companiss such s
Bappirt, Yeve Weeldlod aned the Sour
Afriran Broaclmaing Corparation (SARO)
Bagws it had b longand successful carser
But afrer writing & [armually fnammurage
rodwmn for Dathy Maverick sarller this
vear, hie was disgraced i balls the oeedis
arl oolive for bl wesethion] actiony.

. i
rmuanpletely accepy thar | fueled up saps

1

Pauw, “It's alway b bzl agmins

me; There's no question ahomr e

THE VETERAN

Pauw first stepped imio the wurld of
jourmalisim i 1%E4: ofter seoing o
nd VR rEamant o E newEpIner forairiines
jourmalist position at Perskor. Perskor was

an Afribcns medin hoose ot was Liter

IR0 CTHEAC Ty e e i Cornpainy, oo
Shandd | Decamet @ joarmaliny’ heosmyy

From there Pamw moved 1o Mnisgrmoot
atid e 195 fe started woridng ot Ko
This was the same yeur thar FYY Bothn. the

then president of South ffnem. declamed 3

moTt

stale of moerrgency-and South Africe was
baseally under o noitory dictatorship
Fauw rerulis

ALt o, the Afrikennd pregs
inciuding: - fappar umparted e
Mattonal Farty. Faow axnlains

Witle ke was working av Hoppore, De
Eor T Joow ek Cosrzes; the commande
of the South Afrcan polices death squad
at 'V [abplass: “Herold me wha) happened
[t Vinkml

ai] and how they Eifled oo
aparthedd ooovissoand they  poiscned
this ot amd ey barped tint ol saps
Fauw, 1 couldny do smmything with the
story becamgs | was working fora Nattonat

Fartypunlicaton



Huwever, n 1988 Mux du Preez
stuttet] Viyw Wekhblod, an Afriksans
anti-aparield pewspaper, and sook the
rules af miEivar-dechibsl ar the prablbzion,
D Preez tells SMF that be wa= strupgling
ter find people wowork for him Pauw
trined B Presz, along with w few other
foumnalists, so thar he could write about
Dirk Coetzee ani exposs the death squmd,

"He was our kind of jourmalis” says
D Presr of Paow, "He was fear|ess
- sometimes. & hit reckless - and
imrelenting {Hie quickly. grew into one
of the best investigative jourrabiss Squth
Adrica lad ever seen”

Lewnching en Afrllzans and apartheid
newspAper at that jime seemed an act of
madness; savs D Preez;

"We wanted 10 1ell Afrilmans reatlers
what apenbeid was really Hke In the
&nel, we spent an awful lot of emerpy
an exposing the death squads of the
apariheid atote - the [illings, torture and
kidrappings” he says, _

Ve Wielchlod received @ ot of bacldash
from the apartheid government, incliding
many ermiral conmvictions andér varions
pieces of leglation savs Paww, “Chr
offices were bombed in fuly 1984, we
e hammssed in 2l kinds of w=s” Was
he scared? No "When you're young, you're
not srared,” sys Pauw, "You'me a cowboy”

The mpat ditfirule thing for Ba Preez
wan the: apaheid gorermments use of
the rourts to “make our lives hell” The
ERVEFTIMENTS strategy was 1o -exhaust the
lenited tingpeial resomrees avallzhle mw
the publication and 1w intimidate them,

By 1990 Vive Welchlod was forced
ro clone: down affer boing drepeen e
bonkruproy by logat costs: Paw joined the
SABC, where e mode docimmentarios: He
raveted vo places like Rwanda, Algrris,
Stepra Leome, Liberis and FEidopia
umciver brotal wety and civil wars: it
swere taking plnce in these coumries. °f
o thimk thar, @8 jonmatists we should
ales those oppormnities; if we ran” sgys.
Pauw, “I've seen the best and the weorst
Huit Alrice tme o affer: The crusdty &5
sornetimes anind blowine whal people
ey obo gne ansier

TIN ROOF AND THE HAWKS
Burfng  fis 30/ear career 385 3o
freestigative:  jsomanlist,.  Pouw  wrom
iy difforene bools, nchoding oo
the Hearr of Darkmess: Confiusims of
Aprthmid s Assnsyins, Danres with Tevils:
A faurpatsts Search for Trueh and  The
Prraidmms Keepers_ Ty 3004, Pauw decided
phswt it wis time i pot fds pen: down and
petire from jonrmmlism

He and his wife, Sam; Rogers. who
pealso @ fouwrnabis; boughn @ hoose
Riebeek Kasimel i the Western: Capm
They then boughe e resmuran and
yruesa b frwhich Fouw powgits - the
Tin Hoof Tavernm

Two years o his i of refirement, m
Brecomber 2006, Pauw received @ call thar
persunded him @ remorn (o investigai
jourmslisme T g o phone &l from @
man who | used (o donoee when | was sall
ajomrnalist He didnt keow | bad lefn the
prafession. Me used to work for (he Sue
Smcuriy Ageney (52A8 and he called e
aned b ssdd goome, Fye gon docoments for
i sys Fauw

Pauw metwith himand ssweonfidential
554 reports that Crevealed  corruption
imvniving Artimor Fraser. the  former
director of the 55& FPauw then contoeted
the advocarswho drafied the reporn; Pl
Engnlke. Frigplie was living in Mosoow
at the time, and worked gi @ lecturer m
the foruley of low ar the Mosoow Siae
Universry, explaing Pam:

He trvelled o Russiy @ anest with
fngplke: and, upon i retom, - started
writing. the now-famons The Progidenss
Keepprz— the book thay expored e many
corrup) actions tking place under Jacab
L presidency. 1Tpor s relmae the
book-sold 210 000 copies. says Fauw: He
explains that the book receised o lon of
heeldnsh frome the government, incioding
crimimal charges; ol even am atempt o
rrmove e ook from all boakstores m
aorath Afrien:

HAfrer the .bqul-:.vr'ns:pulﬂiahﬂi ItiE Tin
Hoof Taverna was raided by the Howloi a
spiath Afriman priority crime investigElive
anit. Fauw recalle “Thew walked in here
with their search, warmnt. three of them,

o= The colonel demanided 1o e tlie
Hassified docmens that Pauw had used
to write thie boak. Pauw responded 1o
yuri really think P going 10 keap SerTEt
documents here? Theyre all oo a clowd
above i

“He didn’t know what | was ralking
abour” Baww rells SMF

.'k‘q"]ﬁﬂl‘_: the alher twa Huwi_::‘ miesniiers
were searching Fauw's offie. in the
rEsltirany, the third 1e=miber, who Wi
the: coptiln, callsd Pagw around the
moener and asled bim o slm his copy
ol The Presicints Keopers. “Thin was fust
rickiculows” Patw chucldes,

AN UNFORTUNATE EVENT
Pauw wroe and punlished a ook, Ror
Ropds Cne Mons fnovedible foumey;, w
HI1Z The book follows the life of Kennedy
Giithana; a Bwandan soldier who walked
thousnds of kilomemres from Ewanda 1o
South Africs 10 escape the Bwandan covil
war i i papy 1900

In 202% a woman pamed  Marmg
ceniacierd Poww with a similar siory abow
her father. She asked o meet him, so thal
he could hedp her wrie her Grher's siory,
=ys Pauw, "i'h_E}' mef 3 Den Andeer ot the
VA Warerfrone on 6 Februnry

The woman  ardered drinks for them
ard herfrivnds, who were sitting ontside
tho regoawrant, tecalls Faow_ and the bift
anded op mctading 200 wguila sho
arid 5 fvw bottles of wine ] got facked!
exphiains Faow

Wt 1he fmecame oo pay e ol e
trovfsles bejran

Tauw's:eard was hlocked after fie pm
Ehees s o (o o Ty times: Fle tried
bo-‘pay e mnjority of the bl with B 000
im-cash tha fie bad on fme and wen) 1o
withidraw (he remmincder of the money @
an ATM. The woman took the B 000 cash
atird {ef the: restauram, asdeen on the
COTV footmge of the restomrsm;

Pauw wis oltimamly  arresed  for
attempted.  theft and, after strugeline
tmck @wmd forth with  the restooram s
waiters, spent tie might in Table Bay
Harbour Falice Stnmon. He feud 1o appear
in caurt forthefi



i) AS A cnme
S{MBICATE !

The that ooored on the doy hm Faoow wis
arrested comprised mostof hiv sow infmmoens codiomn for
Dl Meveriok

THewas Bvid with the way hewas treated and: asked Dy
Mimerick vo pubdishoo codumm aboat his experivnee” exnlains
branko Hrige, the sdior-in-choel of Doy Movwericlke imoon
apology statement wsued-on 19 Februnry, The aricle which
was ublished on 1 Febnmry, contaimed many inaccmscies
abent theeventy thet ook plooe gt the restourant: This only
beirame apparent after the CUTV foatage from: the restaurant
was retenzed. occonding o oncaricle writen o Riohord
Poplak for the Dmify Mawrice

In Pauw's apology statement: wiich he posted on Twitter
on 16 Feorumry, be states that b Tad hod too oo (o drink
s momory was [iwrred; and eowrote e coloonn e
e was “emmianal; anEry and humiiiaeed”
2 courne: | shoulo.not have writen 1, Pouw tolis S8F

HVEn

THE ETHICAL QUESTION
Ethive In journaliem 5 “unemmpronisingly oorian
Riwrmy Koaluei, thi
Afriman MNatiopal Ediiore
Thi drecldent did piat 3
repritafion | It was unfortanaie and did give journplism bad
prublicity” safd Maalud

Wialwla
Nirwerk?d
will linplede |F ethice ind hizh standarde a0t not'in place
Ax qurh, |t very mmportz=od o beld joprnalises [k
aveountable for tholr aetions, <he sys

Pauw pasied 3. retraction smiement sn Tsiner aod dwied

e Puilding st i the media says

Execuiive direcior ol thie South

Farumi [SANRE) et e [Fauws)

Gilliland, 3 soeial nedid fews  producee a

bellrvee that Jourmalsm 1= an Dedustey gl

Pauw

up to his migiake which led 1o sabarandal fegeiadin dgalng
him ew gorcial media "You know, (t wae q erelhls fuck-up

antl | rampletely admiped

[ waye Pauw, “Throusl the

veurs v figde do-many ensmles op this othier side of this
el that they all jJumped onme - bt they alzs Jumped
i Dafly Maverick” Afier posting the recraction gutament
o wecial ppedls dye K

e was

They had te complesly

Painy “took rathor 3 ot of i’

Nicaly Stephets, 2 Irealanee copywritog then fred

i 3 eplutudat from Deily AMaerink

digtanee themaslves from e ™ sy Paaw

The invident sparked 3 debate aboul whether Tauw'e
reputatlon and legaey should he ighted by othls ethical
iimaten Ve hie prsted o be held acoountable for leading

readers on i wild gondr chage” Slephens sivs “Buteaneedling

FRETWTS

fis legacy was exireme” Gilliand cloims that one of thie
main problems with cancel ultore s thatr the subjec s
aften disregarded ag 3 homon being, o that the
an soeinl media boee s ook of oompathy. Theugh e mndea
mistake, fie did beoome aware of it and owned op o While
this el e, et o) be forgotten, i wowld beoa shame if
Foow s entire camer of respongible joormalism e minted by
thid omes Trooakens.” soys Gilliand

TITWTES

THE WAY FORWARD

Throughowt lde eapeer; Pauw has pecsived multipls death
tirears and Gedd harassmbng fromn miémbers of the public
thiat <erions

This did not scare bio theugh, as bie Bdleire

Uhrears would nial be explicitly siated. “Ad soun =8 domehody

tiereatens Yo, thiy'te not eoloe to kil you” he <ays

‘Afier the Warprfton incidem, [ wend for therapy” says

Faow. He attempted 1o work through the trammas he bl

prloaeed bt he fele thiat his theraple "dldwvgquiie g
Panw s curvently wrlling 3 follow up 1o The Presidents
it'e Jikee Jepven J oo Jeruis
2 | The sscdipel onk] should tever have been made

Reepers, “Tre vory diffienln becaiae
hwcaues
dammetimes you should jee leaie sotnething as ke”

The kel
all s 2e planned, explaing Pauw
it Ly the Bl
frilely the booedy thilng 'm Jus ehairing ap <6 many words
Arthe siar) of Ot
Faow went te the Sonthern Cape to'werk an the haalk
I moyzell | Hes ley poy ewed Tictle cocmen aned | don't =1l
anyenye ar amyibing ™ Be explaine

Panw 1ills SALF

i3 Frauw:
e et 1o he releseed aronnd Maorch Z6E22 4

Vo lenavw, e all seill

weryatch entt of hang hi s=ye [ just have 1o

and ['m not 2lways quite focissd) ihiet

“1 o

that he hae experienced 3 lof of <tios

tereuphout lile carser and sl carriees 3 ot ol trauma with
biart The dntielpation of thy reledss ol the follow-up to TTe
Piosidpiiie Ko

Biscmiess he does not know how the public will seac

i1 alio 3 wiresehul ogperipnes o hiin,

O of the deauurns for his atpeds e heligves, Wwalthig Lot
the Ellout”™ With droreatfpative jpurnglbsmn, the storyis iever
Lty sver. abud with tha
fnstant victory

wiwes g ot of teesion Thete &= ho

‘Siories lHoe that are nover ovet” s2ys Pauw

Even with eierything that has happened — the sireds, the

things he has wimessed sud the fallow - Pauw doss nol
regret thi catesr path he chase 1 think Joornalisee, [ thisy
oy proper journalizm, will have siress [t 5o very sireesful
iy Pauw
SMF

career, It hiad e ape dnd downs bt it was

g

Fhoto: Erin Caithin Walls
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SURVIVING
the first draft

For some South African journalists. the field is a vast and unpredictahle place.
Hursuing a story may place them in the midst of political turmail, violent unrest.
ar even a pandemic. [Lis important for each joumalist to know wien to keep
nushing foranswers. and when to put their ownlite firsti

By Tamsin Metelerkamp




SMF

o laiy of thisymar. nplpnt wnst el it in the South Afrdmn

Feovinnes of Kwadmi-Magad (KA il Caoteng Balliwang the

ment, of formor president facpb - fommy, Acmss the: ooy
cifizens twmed 10 news hondomsts and pohiicgilons 1o tmck the
events thyrclaimad v 300 Tfws

Fom the purnaliss on the ground; syrooanded by looting sod
chiana, I, was s omprecedapiod. o, ancanding ) jayed:Lefgh
anise o senlor reporter, &t the Sonth Afeiogn Smadossing
Eorpormion iSABCL Pralse wag onothe soeene whion demonmraiors
in KEN wared forewng nocks fan SABC wehicle

"We wore aotally tive ai thar moment in dme 1 will nover
forges. sayw Prulse. “And whilo s were repoming — e wWere in a
Twbayd wam, we werp salt — ot people wire Thrrmaig ks af s
Lootrrs wrene thimomeime morks st s [ Fids was oot rhie fes thoe thin
v were encoapinring this Emd of hrhavionr, fot the poshhark
thatwe gaf from peaple_. f wag fermiying

The wifery of jourmaliats afud camers opemyiors dormg, the
prest g alio 5 poncerm fortha Newsmoom Afriks edbiorzal, e,

physicatiy go booe and (o roming ogrysetf that U human oo
alsn need 1o feel”

RISING FIELD RISKS

The lagt decade hax seen an imopmee An attacks on: Sowth
Afrivan foRriaigid o the finld, aocamime m-hiun' Papmyse the
chalr of media ireedom fonthe Savrh African Npdanal Editors
Forom (SANER

“\When bt comes 10 amsmils, svaciks, rohberies, degih thireats
and ather theeats of harm. o5 well & damage (0 eqidpment
anid vehicies, ther feramly is o perception that it bag herome
more dapperoas for paynalists o South Africa” spys Adgedd
Ciaingal; thedAfrim programme coondipator for thi, Commiines
to Fratect lonmaline

T Snacd i thie Newrmoam 242208 repon, prodoced by the
|ermallim department at e Untversioy of Wirwatposramed . [ised
itht isvannes of theroms from thie stato three damnces of thosits
ooy vhpuhlic and fooripstances of threats from, politiol gropps

P |
‘. "
'||I1 . |
el
)1

From lefr o right: 21 Seprember 2007, Houghly 150 Oeean View residents block Kammetjie Road in Cape Town during & prvtesi; 18
Oetober 2018, Besidents protest for services in Witsand in Atlantis; 2 May 2008, Palice search for protesters at the Sigale informal
setilement near Mitchells Plain. Photos: Ashral HendricksGroundUp

accorditg 1o Kamy :"..:-i.i-l.-l_ﬂnl-.l“'-. e news direcrar for the channel

[here was one momaent where a reparier wis gerdng the most

dramatic foomee of & Hpuor warshouse being leored, and they
were literally sianding behind rhe police. The problem was thar
o Were roming under atack, [The reporrer] peeded o
vy amd oot i a way that dido't jeopandise their 1ife a

Raropodis

e
LT

Whiie those woiching welevimon hrondeasis may belicve
i

em phastses that iouenaliats, ke any other professionnls in high

TEWS OFEWS Are trained o ha suph-annatinns with ease, Panlse

siress envirnnmenis. need ro debref

“Buring the unresr, the things thay [ saw, the bodies thne |
snw Iy on Theground, [ ] v was shovking sav Paudse ©l

rrink I'm o srill desensitsed when | see hordies, but | need mw

86

of partes againgt joarnaliss The 2008 mpon e seven threas
from the siate, theee (hreats from the public or mdpvides
eighy threats from political pares T i
SANEF medin siaements from 2009 and 208, respersively,

“We rack the medin rode

f an increase or decrease in mridencs, However

These manhe

5 from SANEF, which are an
I CALIEN
i nat the case thm every woiden journaliste have wodeal

kLG eI ing

with or experience 15 reporied across all mes

COIMTRENTY media EVED H

this,” zays &lzn Finlay, editor and lead ressarcher of the Stam

WIErT ai® SIempls (o iry o i

of 1he Newsroom repon

Some srenaries e can involve risks for journadiss molude

servioe delivery and other proiesis, mvestzaiing nerraprion,

COVADHE 0 5 HIHE i:'l'l!:I’.Z.'I:'i.!i"i SRV LUATHR:




"We have seen a new threeat over the past two years thot canmot
be \mored - for obwious teasons A lazge rember of South Africn
jorurnalists ave: contmtes] Covid-19 anc severnl have died’ from
Covid -related compliznons,) says Quinna]

It is hithienh to draw a debndtive link berween a jonrnalist
omtrasting Covid-{9 smd thiedr work in the field, bot the mole
joarrnalists have pleyed on the fromtline dering the pendemic has
ertainly placed them ar hisher risk of mfecrion, she says

“Being a fournalist new has heen more ditficalt than ever
befnre. says Paule

FACING DOWN THREATS

aomerimes when we go intp certadn areas, whether it is prorests
or whether i1 Is more onderprivileged sreas. what 1'ee found s
that peaplesesm 1o be angry” says Vanessa Foonah, a-reporer at
SAHC News. While Pognah bas never been physically attacked in
the field, she sys that there have been instances in which she f2it

threatened. "You gee the sensp that people are loaking 1o lnahi pat

| . [ [T |

[oraar say. | was really angry and frustmeed, an an incident of
this nature hadn happened to e myears” says Thethand, an the
frpact this encovmrer hadl on her "I such happens o you], you
must immediately ke down the names of the otficlaly yon ars
dealing with, and report them o your office; 3o they @n get in
touch with thelr supenors. Thats the only way o dezliwth aome
palice officials who atfack journatiss

SAPS launched am miemal mvestzaton mo response fo the
ncident, and SANEY ralled on “senbor otheers in charge of these
operations o brief thelr teams appropriarely 1o abow the media 1o
play it critim@l mole of Informmg the public” acoording 1o the reliase

in some instamres, |owrmatiits also foce meshhack from
oomaniEmty members who feed that previous reparting was not
Gir w them, or did not provide them with enough coverage
arrortiing to Mawandlle Khothi, the editor of five. pubilications
uner the Sovworo Lithnn banmer

“There tloss appear 10 be a growing dibtrost and dislike of
fpurrallsts in some  commendties, and  journebsts have e

From feft vo right (cantinued), 21 May 2018, Protesters hinck the street with a metal container during protest in Veygrond near
Muizenhers and Maring da Gama; 2 May 2018, A protest for bester services turns violent at the Sigalo informial settlement near
Mitchells Plain, Photos: Ashraf Hendricks/ GroundUp

Jourmaliss somenmes faoe threas from those who fear their
acnvimes willbn l’_IpﬂE_-EI“I v the wones dhe jeurmalEs e
rovering aocoriing 1o Karopadis: “Thern hve also heen romsvery
yarrvinginEanges aireponea who ve bren foreed o delzissoms
od ey fpeages) pithier an their pesd phoneson on theyr comer=n; by
proplewho dony appreve mems of whar the jparnalism on the
Enopnd ane dring . shi s=ys

In e such fosmmes, 2 NeveoomAfnka pormaling, Mbali
Thetham. and camesaperson. Murazn Mphaphiedl werefarably
removed from. 3 spese by membems of e South: Aftean Police
Service (SAPSE The news s wap aresmpung ) rover the
=malinon of hownog women Bismedvor lnhann esbeng, scoomding
wova SANEF nove retease from 25 Novemhar 2020, They wem alsn
asled wdelss e oomge of the snens

amarked or fonced v Irave when coearing meres” ways-Fnlay
Headdn thiv 3 growing thres o owrnaliss moomme with somme
mindia professionals heing mogzed fon s EwE oom erEpmen
wehitte g the Gl

IMPACT ON JOURNALISTS
Being (heeavened by membemn of vhe prablic white workaeg on
sriEE o be demvoralznng, for jomEmadiEs, pooonding o Chanal
“There are so many of us thar sop Ewnng the feidabeon e
w mEny ol us whi ane going e FOrpeT=Te OF AR | R Inm
govermaEEem, Aol a0 nor hespuss were oo e Joarnatz, ||
try because the pEsuns arsdnsemmaunia b= sy Faulpe
Howeves, whilesnme may opn o teave journaliam or foqes
on gl npws due e thene meers; o many ) iFamply reiniorces
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thee aizinide thaf they are dolng the rishi thing, says Guilnmal
lonrnalstn s & calllng, It's notnecessart |y conething that ene
dove 1o gel rlches or earn loaglz of maney [[Hs an psseniial
woplee and & strang and healihy media fraterndiy, Pve always
holigved, Is very dlosely allyied to 5 healthy ‘and atrong
deinueracy, waya Katopodls

journaliste should be trened with the wimost rspect and
allewed 16 do thir [oba fresly, accarding o Fapayia

"[Journaliats] thoul# nor be ln a pesiton where thiy are
threalesied, whers thiry e intlmidsied. We should, at all tmee be
allowed 16 1ell our smaries” ¢he kys

MANAGING RISKS
Therd are coursss and online materials availables theough SANEF
that pot only provide jourmalisis with infoomation, but alse
capaciiate them with skille that allow: them o hetier manezde
various threats, and inonteor the spacss [nowldeh they are working
aceopding 1o Papayya

“Fram 4 Cowid 19 pergpective given. thye health risles thi
|ourrmalises faes — you knew welre ot many fournalige ;e wall
wi alwo effered & manual op covering pandemles” sy Papayya.

Jnurnaligte are advised to diy risle gaesssiments befoce paing out
an atsipnfinnby arcording to Quinl

“|A1 Newrrogm Afriks)] we do § sdcurn assedsment” ss
Kaiopodiz. “We have & [ook s whether or nat the reparier shonld
b zoing autinte the Reld alone, whether ar not that reperier
newds bo have additdond] decurity”

Hulildln g ralatlenchipswith comundty leadvrs and siakehalders
f= partieilarly inpariant when working i the field aecarding o
Pégnah “They know the peaple they knew the glreumstanees
they knpw the situarinn_ o i 5 very lnporiunt for eldworkers
Hke ourselyis (o astually have that mpper sncthe ground with
proele whi can mke ue for sxzmple. it an ared that we dend
know ™ che waps

Whils journdlizgg may =& ungale o cerpin Eniationg that
usunlly abates gnee they sar @lkioe o people inothe area
avropding io Asheaf Hendricks 3 photojournalist 2y Groundlp,

“You jusi fee] safop dpce you start speaking o people. and sy
kind of |otyoau st theip gpace” savs Hendreks "They get to koW

yvou sl they 221 o ko wl yow are. [nstead of [y this parsan
witha ramers on the skiellns

Thiut sabel, i truly danpsrone sidtions 3 Jouttialis'd e ghould
b theip Beut prisrity, savs Katopodis

“You're alwaye golng (o find vourssll (o the felog e a2 3
journalist, bus | think. to be honest and bl wa 4oy is whrth
youp life " says Pailee

W3 jowrnalles feely theva) poed inamy slisation g6 am thoe the
aiitd is on thiem and their editor (o pull o of that stary, <hd added

There bave ben inuatzpess when Ty covered zaing-relsied
sharies whnre peopls bave cotne 1o ine 20 sl Yoo know what
l'don't shink you should contlnte pursuing the story, barsiie so
are =0 has J tarpet anpolr Back or They dond like the widy you
aslerd thie partlrular guestion 1o that particular person, Sp Tl
everfieard you spealing o an Fneany T says Paglee

FINDING AWAY
The safety (mooes thar jourtialists e in certaln assas zre often
igaues that the peaple Hving i thoss Greas have o @ee sy day
accmling 1o Poosnah

“Moat thines, we!lonenallets] got 1o leave g specific area hut the
pedple l6f behind ars people thal are facing those challenpes gl
Issues ana daily hasic” che gy

In previouely and curvently dissdvantaged areas Covid-19 hue
exarerlmied many of the docial eawe Being residenm, eoplaine
Pannah *Ci the ground peaple are fruitrated, and here D' tallmg
abeut marpitaliséd peeple So, 1 undersand  stmstins when
peapile di [aah put, beeauee they dont feel or peocsjue that aeybody
i= actuslly lwoning (o them, or has thear bear inereses at hiezn

Forsalises <hauld not sy wway from being a mouthpiees for
thttse iny velatile communliies, acordlng o Paulse Rathiee, s
aheuld contliue Brdbng “nveans and credtive way to ales 61] theee
sharies withoul |Eopardising your spurces — without resallng
thein withueyn puttiog thean incthe firing ine — while alsg keeplag
voupsell el your leamimnes safe

It anlilkeby thae joucnalizie will avold areae and sitimione
that cauld e dangerans, according 16 Eatopedis *] havent cue
across § reperier whe avoldd an area cempletely " <he saye “When
e hieEre pun Bway Wi run e SMEF

15 September 2021 A news crew from the South African Broadeasiing Corporation adheres to Covid-19 protocols wliile

interviewing o source. Photo: Tamsin Metelerkamp

'IE' R B¢

B\ w

! 158, WAEN




L] [ T |

comes at a
price

Journalists are exposed to dangerous, traumatic, gruesome and stress-inducing situations in the field on a daily
hasis. News reporters often have to investigate fraud, cover devastating stories, talk to families that have lost
loved ones, write about horrible crimes and navigate violent pratests. When reporting an sensitive matters,
many are subjected to bullying and scrutiny for merely doing their jobs. Even though journalists are viewed by
the public as having thick skin, they remain human, and the mental impact of the joh can be a serious one.

By Mearicnna Feaneis: Steteart

TRIGGER WARNIAG: THIS ARTICLE MENTIONS MENTAL HEAUTH, MUBDER ARD SEXUAL ASSAULT.

e Jrormatists Sre: often fiest respaners 10 newssTEhy
BRI T SRS () e Envers Defure e pofEs
or paramsiere — ey arel often esthood Ceninsdbes
shestines projests. Sl aidents: waes an) el dissters
“Trin @ profession with a:lon of tighsare rapid lowe.” javs Chmes
St e editor for Voll=hlad: “H o tmsch ik sorfie - ons
IR Y e ot D, Eo U e ymy are Do b e
Whiks emdansering | beeir dives by romndig towanids veaden
profestssfires anil Eiuescme scekes: [ournaiism haveto do whis
Heees o ot — Joegy thiee probir fnfoemed:acording 1o Aayeenw de
Wit mn aveaird-winmins criinemporer 31 Netwenic?s:
*“Menim! heahh i=u ey ol pomial desue thal atfecs ewaybody
- Jourmdisis inciodedl [oumalisis have in recedl (Hmes o
rhremeh @ dor wiy befors the ooabpesi of Cowid 19, savs Hegey
Ao exacumes direpor of the Sou fdrsm Namoml Eoimrs
Formm (SANER) Howesin (o pendeimc aiso imms| s wiorse
which resriied i) unies) nead - o s |jeartsbises b desing
writimien sl Teatth msoes Mool sve

THE JOURNALISTIC EXPERIENCE

Differem ypes of Jourmssiism — =oc g CT0E | ROk
st e neporin of potitcad peportig. -~ ammdve differenn
pressres o chmblenmes Ty thoueh | there o somes, common

O e e Ty oo wiion die pro s, e e
Gl ardeals ot anly 3 certain type of o= will oodersmmntd
aroording to A Burper, phio)efouromlise o) Volkefiog ] mysalf
am| @ exime peporier dmd ar fmes | fenl. ke an ioesiEtme
Jemrmsiins sl ottty prasp ar undarstad the e §eemes
HhEL Wi e e reporiars  ane Gilled ou) m e e Wi

Fenarmrs mmy aleo expesivnre dndires seonmary, (roomg
wrhoren thy THEreiew womd or witness grophic sotaes [ e
saye mat e mrder of Fyear-ah] Aneae Booysen - in Feirmsy
ST chmmeedd e [ g o reponrer, Booyssa s gare-rapied oo
diissmibpwelved B Emnstruciion sl Resdasdorg

D¢ Wi, st wess expectme-hor forst childd st the time of the
inciders, sivs that coversmg gorh o) freegomes oo der s
e b eredip  post rmnmat o s disroder (ETSE) wiioh s
arik] demlswith eighr years faree Simoe Hiop cess; | ove Bisenan
e ECETI I ORdEr | o] Cipe with e | ARTHTIA ST I
it courtrosm day e and dey oo relivione the case avery ooy
o uimares Ty WWis=

Jome Mbrx, inedepen pepories it Netwerds anl] mmthor of The
Krutgerstarp Col- Killinge Insfoe Covilta Saeyms Reigr off Teerorn
covered e mfames Krpperedorp colr kil by reportime oo
the poun mses during S0 and 20 Wiids | was bosy oorverine
Ehie cod frrores i {veanokay. Thereis s fo o mre mhrocd
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aboint thimgs: After homes, iwas more difficull - especimlly when |
started o owrite 1he book on thie Jallings. becuuse | hod o dig svon
depper- ot the police files 1o study the phoine” she says:

I iw dfifferad) for fromnlises o dismnee themietves from 3 case,
wpreciaily if hey are constantly bosy wit it according (o Miurx.
After fier i-depth study of the colt-rebaved morders, “o seoondary
prvioma origimated within ber and she sarmed seeling suppore
Loty | realized 41 before it was oo e says Mo, wiho win
to ackinimil peychologiat for two sessions. TThe themapy hielped ma
wirk through the troom | experipnoed”

Covering the Emigresdorp muorders chomged Maryy anitude
towards crime. She earmed tha crome = not something it
always hoppens ol o distanoe boy ceold sise gerur within yoor
i inte enviponment Moreover, & criminal’s profile does mot
always alion with cues preconcemved ideas, shesays Arames. iFis
ordinmry people; with ordimary jobs. 1) 15 not necrssarily somecns
thit youwwikl he abbe po piopoing from e dissce, shissxplains

Pieter:Lonis Myburgh - an imvestigative jouwrnalist ot faly
Muorvorick’s investigative unit, Scorpio - suys it the stress Hhat
comes with boing aninvestigative juarmiist 38 ditferen) from: that
sxperivnced by evervday reporters. Having staried sut covering
sports news, Myborgh never realised the underiying stress ho
wimld endwre-im e field of imvestimative fourmaiisnn “There san
adtled layer for nyestgative joornnlists due 1o the senainyiy of
Hee thimgs that ey work on aed aleo jost tte high sabies mvolved,
rappther-with the possible riska | says My bonzhe

Mytrrgh's pabyas an invesirstive reporter requires hijm o dig
denp into pofition] fignres: dobious dealings. As o resal of this; ho
b= walking tirget for some of thess fndividoals: he ssys

In 2085 Myiorgh uncovered  frauduaien) acmiviaes thn ook
‘plmee within the Passenger: Rail Agency of Seath Africo (FRASA),
He wins 1o question the then chief sxecative ofiver {CTEQ), Tucky
Moantana, over his expandipures. During this ercoomeer; Montana
threswr a briciear Myburgl, coustog some damage o his corporoes
visbricte, I veas inmicters Hike this that defimimesy oo me more on
guard,” Myburgh refiscs

SUPPORT FOR JOURNALISTS

SANEF aecently porinered with the Stouth Mricin Depression
armd Areriety Group BATAG) to help jourmalises with thedr memntal
fwalth, “The partnership entails an SMS-line that has beon creared
for jourmaiists o reach sut when ey need lelp. sas Moales:
SANEF adentified the need for this- suppor medchaniom. since
thie stress: lieyeds (hot joarmbisss work aodersare onbenmbie at
e, |owrmmise mensl eatt showld be addressed and (aken
soritgsly. sconrding 1o Moatusi

Mredm24 giso fias o number of suppers mechanisms in pduce
‘Wi nse Life FHS [Employes Heabth Solations] as cor-employes
wellnesy propramme provider. They poovide free confidemtiz)]
cotmselling 1o our empioyers and their famibies” sayvs Shelish
Cioottwin, the hesd of oman resourees at Mediz?d

The Media2d policy on the safety of pormafists: requims editors
toyrefer jturmalises for coonselling if tey have beenexposed to
oo explaims: Goodwin. Thes counselling o then forused on
suppiart o the afeermath of eomatc incidents. Medind aifers
up o s fres sessions per ot inoident that & jowrmalise
exporinices, ol “there isng -l i the momber of inciderts you
may receivi oounse] [ing for”, odds Goodwin

The most ooporiant thing 16 tat joormafists. file anvbody
#lse, newd 3 safe spoce o process what s golmg onin thede lives
| bty then: by providimg 5 -safe space for thenw & space: that s
completely and atterly non-udgemental and confidential” saye
Freddwe van Rensburg: o coorsellor forthe Joily, Movenick

Vory Henstorg dientified anxiety as o recurrmg theme when
cotmnsclling jourmaliste This anxiety often steme from s freding

af lettplessness Jourmnlists toml o bolivwe that they can make o

change. hy tieing ooveice for the voioedess ot making o change
i= spmetimes difficull, sccording 1o Van Renshore, “The Tarly
Maverick team - specifically with investipative jourmalism - fnd
that thewheels turn very, verysiowly fromvexposing thines ro nrmad
change happenine and ey oo char very fraseeaciog, which fhen
evokes feelings of powerirssness and helpléssnoss  expbiim Vin
Rensturg The wiolent riots m KwpZolys Natal and Gauteng during
July 20023 caused @ gpiles jnpuaic AUEcks mmomng seme jourrlisne
wiin hed to cover it =aid Vin Rensbore Depression and anxiety
inrreased significanty, e sgva; sdding that e werked oxtremely
b i thes fime period

HUMANISING THE NEWSROOM

The newsrooins where pounmalists work should be places in
witich there [ empsthy for Hose going (hrough trauma, siress
and anxiery, neoording o Butger As news editor, Smith advises
jomrnatists o spenk 1o their own counselior gropeycholomst, or
male yee of the counielling services that the news agency affers

1 will also recommend (o them o mle @ break oo and haee a0

coffes Teinke the doy off | also advise them v omlk o me and |y
1o give advioe where | eon” save Smith. Mybuoreh, encoorages abl
jomrnatists to seek support when ey need 1 fourmabists shoold
share their experiences with one another, boesops. "When we @i
imvestigative: fournalists convene, we pniy disouss work | think i
iz geood idea o dsruss amangst one anasther the mpect thal our
jobs bave o us” soys Mybnegh SMF

Graphic: Marianne Francis Stewart
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Ve Suna Venter's car window after
being shot at in Melville, JoKamnesburg,
Phote: SupplisgFoeta Krise b

L,

"HOW MANY
WARNINGS
D0 YOU
NEED?

“An attempt to silence, frighten or create a chilling effect on a reporter,
especially by newsmakers, to try and stop the reporter from going ahead
with the news report and take the sting out of their story.” This is how
Mahlatse Mahlase, the group editor-in-chief of Eyewitness News, defines
intimidation. The story of the SABC 8 is a recent example of how journalists
can be intimidated for doing their jobs. SMF looks back at the fateful events
of five years ago and reflects on how intimidation has changed since then.

RED-CENSORED CENSORED CENS!

JRED EENSORED CENSORED CENS

'.

By Wessel Krige

TRISGER WATINTML THIS ARTICLE MENTHING INTINELVTEDN, PHYSICAL AND SEXUSL ASSAULL

HRED CENSORED CENSC
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n Satgrday 18 Movember 2016, Foea
Kelge™ — thid then executive produler
of Radle Sonder Grenze - found
his colleague Suna Venten died o 8 e
in khe Melville Hopples Mature Resens In
Jphanngsbuta Venter was brutsad and diny,
with hie legs and head ted to the mes with
duct wape The grass around heewas bumed
Apsarding we The SAB0 B 3 boal wrilzen
by Krige, this was one of muhiple acts of
Istimidagion, thay be and Venssr had facsd
sz June HE
Krige and Wentdr were ambhig  élghi
wurnalises Tired from the Gouth Africn
Broadeasting  Corporavign (SABC) on 18
ane 13 July 20716, avearding to Krlge, Thelt
digrmisaal was the auicome of el refusal
o eomply with poligles 421 out by Blawd|
Motspeneny - SABC chief aperating
officer (COQ) 2t the dme - thar prohibleed
purnilisss fram reportlng on ceraln events
ar critloising  the  management of the
broadcaswr, says Krige -

Hrlge and Venter — along with Busisiwe
Mrull, Jaztues Steenkamp, Kebvany 2y
lubhanye Calsa, Thandsks Sgubule and
Vayo Mualo - prozested disdr dismlssal and
further priclcised the misuse of powsr at the
public btoadeasier, says Krloe

These sight jpummlists, who laer becsme
krown =8 the SABC 8 pald 2 peice o
speabing our Sakh member of che sight was
aubpeited w iptimidation, mogieg from death
shreiats o kidnapping and physical vioknos,
soording to 7 Nows2d amicle written by
liannig Erherdge

Although flve years have passed since the
events surrounding the SABT B seeurred,
shreate and Intimidabien spalnse joomallsts
I gereral have ot lesened, sccording
0 Willlany, Bird, the direstor of Media
Manitoring Afries

Yournalises  zre  thrEstened  wlth
viblerse, Journalists were shot st darlng
shie repem  violence In July, Whene were
she political pariss gur thers, saying

Foeta Kri kprﬂhh_
PCTure on <
Photo: "-upp|ll1 gf

"'i.

CENSORED CENSORED CENSORED CENSORED CENSORED CENSORED GENSORED CENSORED CENS

[that] this & gompletely enicczprablie?”
ashs 8l

The esperjences of the SABC B
dempnazrated w00 the  public  the e
af Intdmidavien  that joumal|sts  Tacs Iy
the service of wmnsparensy Alvhouah
minifezzations may hawe changed singe
2096, |Intimidation remaing an 1Sue for
journallses in the geuntry today

THE DRIGINAL EIGHT

Ory 23 Juing 2006 Mrige changed hls prafie
pieture of Facebook The black and white
Irrage shows the vetesan potmalisc with s
eyes dosad Wiy mouth taped s wich black
tape and his fingers In hls e A day later
Vierter pomeid 3 similar image of herself
covering her meuth with her hared This was
done o protess agalnae the new polkcles that
etz SARC jisumallats, apcording 1o Hrige

‘In 206, SABT GO0, Hiaudl Motsoeneng
changed the editodal  poliey, degiared
himsa|f sdiar-in-chief, and lssoed varioes
dibinus  nstryetions to the pewsroom
e wan 3 statement which profibieed the
brozdoasting of =ny vinlent soenes smidst
thet Tbuild-up] to the [upooming]  lhoosl
aliecrinns” sxplaing Krige.

Aftr phjecting o having c=fhln stories
remivied from dhelr mews diary, Kelge Ventsr
and Goubule were suspended, =y Hrige
They wese sgon mined by Fillay, Bl
Expenkamp. Mwoko and Calmz who also
eriticisad the SABC, adesrding to Kelge, Al
alghy members were fired berwsien 18 and
189 July 2018 sccording 1o 3 Mews2d arejle
prublishesd o0 78 Jaly 2076

"Befure  the  discipliniry  aston  was
cotvplinze all elghe of wh reslved Winers of
eermiimation of eipployment Four of us |Krige
Fillay, Sweenbamp and Veneer] son a lalour
eouirt ruling [on 25 July 236), with the cour
Ievserutiting our employier o relistate o8, Says
Hrige via small correspondsncs w SMF

Eripe tells SMF thae the threams began
sfzes the Limes of thelr dismiysal was cakern to
the Corsthutbonal Coury of Southy Afrlea

| recelved Apposimarely T4 SME-threas
— apme of them death thress Smal
cotrespondence beowesn s and our legal
pEarr) was intbrcepted, and Sunas oHr was
stokeh Into in frent of cut front docr while our
famity was qiving her refuge Por the aight”
=5 KrlgH,

One of the thi=atening messages Hrige
recabigd read, Sl ver viu sentiue with your
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desablizng k] roday. Haw many wamings
o you pesd?”

Galara. who now works &35 she programme
edivor for gxw Mows apd Spore says thax he
atsn received thireaes chae mads him) worry
Far s family.

| weaz deeply wornad for mywite; and | was
worrizd for my zan, whoweos tfwee yvears ofd gt
the ome. says Calees:

Despite the, Calaz - son of apartheld
actiyvist and memper of the Pradock Four, Fan
Calza - sgys he was notworred for his own
Iife. He continued o wse public yranspare,
despiE bejng threscened with deawy.

“Comma from the fanuly tharl come fram—
tha face tsthae deaeh s anyehing reew For
me 1w e, Whats she worss thar thay
can oo me? To Wil me for szanding up
for something thae | beheve n - learaliy for
histary eo repess wself T Much e my, fathay
| avood up far something thae | bebeved |0
=3 Falaes.

SUNAVENTER

White: o)l the members pf the SASC 8
received thress both by phong: and |In
ipubilic, iewas Guna Veneer who andured the
worst forms of inmbmidzaton, Acspoding, ©
Wrige. it |5 specylaced thavishe was heawily
wrgeted becasae-abs was the only worman in
e group who was-smoke:on dus 1o hen rofe
a5 An envay hewween tha SABCH and thar
\easl seam, acoarding o Krige.

Vopeerssar and flac ware' broken o, hes
car brskes ware oo, ang she wan vialepdy
assauieed on multpie pccRsions; says Krige:

On ber oway back [from an meerview]
& Fn) |neersaction Ac Malvifle Woppies, hes
windscraen was shasered by what the polics
beteve were cemamic - buflzes from 3 paint
Qun; recounss Knge

Followirng | thes  nedent Vemer  was
Yidnaoped and sled o 3 wree (0 Mabvile
¥oppies, closa 1o the Wesepark cemessry
accaeding o Kripe'= bogk,

Thescress of the axacks and the coprinesi
degh shiessshe mceived ook 3 il on
Venwer pausipg her s develop w3hossubo
canchomypp=thy, or ‘broken hesre syndrama’
Thiz weglenad tha musches amund her earr
accoeding to Glenda Danels, In her Gook Zowar
and Lags in Saweh African Jpurnolism; Naws in
tha mge af sociof medha.

im:spiee- of thi= Yener emained valam in
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her effores oq fight agsinas her myimidatoms,
acoording o Calass

“She was 1hefeipvestone oo of afl of v
say= Calgea “Shewas the mose mili=ne She
wiaz retertess, and [ vhink-she onderstood our
¢a58 3 ot berar shan mogeof wa She always
fele thar we- conatantly naeded 10 be dong
this; She was a jovaly person.

Tha fdflowing year, on) Thumsday, 28 juns
17, Venwers body was: discovesed i her
Mz, acconding o Mrgss bool. Her death was
reponedly eswsed by fer cardigmyopatiy.

THE NEWSROOM AFTER 2017

The-axperiences of the SAEL 8 showed that
jevmalEs can be: indmdased  nop only by
thase ouside of their orgamnisation; but siso
thase wiin the mewaroom, asearding 1o Sind

1 zhink that ane of the thipga tha: made
|t 5 s A the SABC waos thas gepemlly
thaee: things come from mutside whareas
that Intimidzzion clzarly cama from) within
the mmwasmoom, of waa drivan by peoge in thi
PO M, Sy B,

Kripa conroborares Birds statsment, noung
that he beliaves thae this form of intimidaton
QuEa | unnotced sometunes: and  coimes 3t @
QeRt cast for journafiaes;

“inamidation) can alse oome from: within
an organmEalm or the: newspoom o wies
MBNEgEmEnt puahes: QEn=m =pepdas -
palitieal or otherwse This ean | fead 1o
s=lf-eensarship or she loss of obecivity In
enchangs for b s=qurity” explains Fnge

ingmidatton can also be employed by
ewtEmal enuies: such) a5 businesses and
communites. accarding, e Fonesho. Bilape;
a heslth journafise 3¢ Bholtsisa Cenere for
Healr foumakm

Hiwas: dotng 3 ke’ diggireg op A quots:
WNRETE Rharmaceutiesl  company that
praduces suppements. Al af 3 svddsn | was
gesmg calts from vary senfor people wihin
the: organiszson, who koew Inappidaong;
inmate detaiis abour my e and what) da
outside of my wank! says Filane It wasnt
overr inumidaxian, e | think | was ' beng
insmidated by, them saying] thar they kpow
mare-abmos fe-sian | know abour tham

Smce 2017 howewss the nse of social
media  haz caused drasic  phanges o
the: inimidation | metnods: wsed 1o sarger
(eurnalEs accarding soSind

"I yons dbok at seme of the desadicl things

|| [ [T |

thae they did o the mambers of the SAS0 8
a ot of thae relied an ol meyis echnimoes
From physical threses wobrealking mie homes"
says-Bipd: “Now, the nawire of nemidation
becomes one where oo make: [Ewrmallsts]
the subyecy of 4 dimiormation campaign
which of pouras 1mne about 3 phyacal threat
bur abour chetr ineearey and credibiiog it
HENES 10 Become 3 lor cipser to someting ke
payholngical warfane"

The use of sacizl medla)in the pemidation
oi |aumadises fias become an Alarming oesd
ancording w0 Mahlase: Maniase tha groun
sdivor-in-ghief of Eyewrnoss Nows,

‘Corremtly, the one:meathed thar = being
wied | 1= esing secial mediain  pamicular
Twissar, 10wy, and mumdas pumalizts -
basically. people thremsn(ng you) with wour
ife Wewe had women jourmalEs being
threarened with rape [or] pespie Saying thiy
wauld Ieeto find your home; just in am effpr
to-siiEngee you, sayn Mahlese

The sezual harssament of reporeers while
they are.on the scape: doing their b, = alsa
PECUTTING, Scerrding raPliant

vz mven  had  gresmment st
hamsz me white dogg. my work, and 58
srxeal haressment 15 a mally big partof the
msimictzton | f28e a5 /) woman. warmalise
this cpumry, says Filane

THE WAY FORWARD

Whils the intimidaton of joumalsts = el
vary pravalent, Bilane beiteves that there
(5 hope: and thay pewrnalises am speaking
up more. :

Were o pnly having these comvessatipns
iy ewsrooms with pun cesear canfidans
or cofesgees amond | mimidavon, b
were =lking pbout e openly” sayE Pilaps
Uournaists  done stand  for  nelmidaion
anympra”

When asked whas advica he would give o
young pumatiss facing inummdation, Krige
ENCmENES thE 10 0L BESY Qe

‘Ga public. Speak o your editors and
managemept inform SANEE [the: South
African Navonal Edivers Foram} 1 your lie
is threaveped; go 1o the police-Ged palitclans
imvohved, especiafly the opppsition paries
and =3y sale’ advises knge SME

DL AIMER: THE WINTES GF THI ARTICLE, IESSEL IR,
6 A RELATIVE LI FOETA RRIGE



Om'n
te vang

'n Kortkortverhaal

Hee oomend daal wioomt my daldmmer na benede om ot woord

e watermy heood (e werdien Bk fokus op die dosd voor o8

Ekmrring al dig wanrhiede om en staa danlerag om Bk
watter na b skif e watter swaar onstaimihe e soos drome nE
e biscdmm sink:

D timges skep ol mmkdilcaf, D die op die bodem wat gevis o
i opperviak gebring moet word. B is e hoble dat ek op
[oop e ganm Ml stemme: wal ok tot in die wood moet volg
of tot by diewal waar die warers dnae OF tor o die kombuoise om
badkamers e gane o1 stegivs waar die siimme ol wanrbiede oo
lemens beskoned oo fewnir

Cip pasd - moet el wepskrny ¥ip irop e dmiwsemrs winl i w0or
g 1o ol Wir Konstrdodetrekloy. Eetsryers: shole. graspoalie,
virrmise. rondloperhonds; onversxmilde motorispe

Ek draf sen virsen agterelie stuklie onpemak aancrordat ok sy
aard begm vermosd. B fdoprann elee dear, B loer by vensters in
Bk lig klippe op, kiim in bome, byl yullisdromme. besiziy die
blumrwesr seafvnl, Hoe danger ek volhon, boe daideliker kan ek
e poreprong van die onraad sien dearsioomr e dan nokenrie
[RRSTHAIIT

EE feom nie sonder sxuafmerke o skmpe dagrvan of ol Soms
i= die wond (ot op die been sedat pledie wit van oy o2 doar e
i yoordat ek die perwe vioel vook

Soms skoon dis vosly i die wood opeens s -hard dat ek die
fuister mieneer kan voig nie

Soms begin e perystooten di= water Tank troehel

Soms: wannesrpk e swanrste stulhe ub diedroesem He, sl
ol fecry in die of Hulle spoegvonks on sty Hlle vorvlosi my
Viertel my, Tart iy Kogee iy Ban moet ek hoalle blisir om die nek
Erypren teme O boobop die nnaste pan se rug spring voonda), by
ann'| draf gmin na waar <y gode shoil - dane kan ek i me die
glinkstes em my vyrae voor hidle steanmans

Die anmwoorde verpak ek inonetgiess. hondiee sinne Pk sloaf
i rondings #n span die fynijies styf soda), hulle soos snare sing
winneer nkodaargan pluk Bk lomster we-oog am e hoor of di
SRR fE S VIR VIR

Dan fonoop esdamr nolint oo en s din die niee i SMF
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Deur Anneli Groenewwald
Rykie van Reenen-aenoot aan die
Universitelt Stellenbosch se departement

joernalistiek

Anmiell Groenewald. Falor Sibulela Tolarinwa
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