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Nemesia was founded in 1976 and has proudly stood as
a home away from home for generations of women at

Stellenbosch University. While much of our early
history remains unwritten, Nemesia has grown into

a vibrant and diverse community grounded in the
values of individuality, unity, respect,compassion,
and dream. Over the decades, it has become more
than just a residence — it’s a space where young
women are empowered to lead, grow, and form
lifelong friendships. As we honour our past, we

continue to build a future rooted in sisterhood,
resilience, and the enduring spirit of Nemesia.

Nemesia has been home to incredible women since its
founding in 1976, and we know its history lives in the

hearts of those who called it theirs.

Who is 
Nemesia



Nemesia’sNemesia’s
50th Reunion 

In 2026, Nemesia stands tall in its golden celebration — fifty years of dreams
woven together through laughter, resilience, and sisterhood. 

For half a century, Nemesia has been more than just a residence; it has been a
home where generations have found 

belonging, courage, and purpose.  Each wall carries the whispers of stories that
shaped leaders, friends, and changemakers. 

As we mark this milestone, we honour the women  who came before us - those
who built the foundation of unity and compassion that still  echoes in our halls

today. 

To newcomers: you arrive not at the beginning of something  new, but in the
middle of something extraordinary. You are now part of a story five  decades in
the making — a story that celebrates individuality, uplifts dreams, and reminds

us that together, we rise. 



Dearest Nemesian,

Welcome to the University of Stellenbosch and to house Nemesia. You have made the best
choice in selecting Nemesia as your home away from home. Nemesia is celebrated for its bond
and for providing safety and belonging. Nemesians on campus are known for their exceptional
leadership qualities, and for their humble infectious spirit.

As you prepare to come to the University of Stellenbosch and especially to Nemesia you may
be certain in knowing that you will have support from me and the amazing students of
Nemesia. “The difference between a broken community and a thriving one is the presence of
women who are valued; where relationships among women and between women and men are
based on mutual respect.” – Michelle Obama. At Nemesia, we value and respect each other. We
believe in valuing and celebrating our strength in diversity. We are always breaking barriers
and going beyond expectations, be it in Academia or within Student Communities.

Youhave worked very hard, and it is your time to shine. I t is your time to make your dreams
come true because your dreams matter. You are worthy and I hope that when you do come
across trials and tribulations you remember that tough times do not last. My hope for you is
that you behold your brilliance.

Remember to pack the following in your suitcase:
- An open mind (an open mind is the key to wisdom)
- Kindness and compassion
- Gees! (lots and lots of Nemesia Spirit)
I wish you find inspiration in Maya Angelou’s poem: Phenomenal Woman.

We are excited to welcome you! Nemesia Love
Sindiswa ( Sindi) Jamba

A letter from A letter from 
The residence head



Dear Newcomers of 2026,

 I cannot wait to meet you and welcome you with open arms to Nemesia! Nemesia cannot wait
to meet you. Congratulations on your university and residence acceptance – all the hard work
and hours of studying have paid off! Get ready to step into the time of your life! I know that
this place and what is to come may feel unfamiliar, but I can assure you that in just a few
weeks, you will come to call this place home and the people here, sisters.  

Nemesia has a place for you no matter where you come from, what language you speak, your
interests or hobbies, she will welcome you with open arms! You will find your person, your
friends and so much more here! You will be celebrated for you are you. Nemesia is more than
just a building, it is a place you will soon call your home away from home. Inside the Nemesia
corridors, you will have the opportunity to build life-long friendships and so many memories.
From late night chats to a trip to the Deli for a sweet treat, you will laugh more than ever
before and feel so supported. Nemesia has given me the best two years of my life. I have met
people who have made the biggest impact on my life. There isn’t a day that goes by that I
don’t speak about Nemesia and how deeply I love this place. As my best friend (and first year
roommate, Eden) put so perfectly, like our mascot Neminem, penguins never walk alone, they
have a community just like Nemesia. We have found our penguin sisters to waddle with
through life, and I hope you will too.  

My best piece of advice that I can give you is to come with an open-mind and take every
opportunity presented to you! Get involved, push yourself a little and enjoy this time in
Nemesia because it flies past in a second!  I know you might be feeling nervous and excited to
leave your home and start this new journey, don’t worry I was too! Just know that your leaders
are beyond excited to welcome you and have spent countless hours preparing for your arrival!
We are here to guide you, help you and support you as you start this new journey!  

Embrace it, I wish I could experience welcoming as a first year again! It is so much fun! Be
bold, be excited, grab all the opportunities with both hands, meet new people. This time of
your life is so exciting! Remember just be you, and that is enough!
 
As Tina Turner said, so perfectly, in “Simply the Best”: “You're simply the best; Better than all
the rest; Better than anyone; Anyone I've ever met!” – REMEMBER THAT! You may not have
chosen Nemesia, but Nemesia chose you!  
Yours sincerely, with lots of Nemesia love 
Megan Kench Primaria 2025/2026 

A letter from A letter from 
the primaria



Dearest Nemesian,  

Welcome to Nemesia! 
 
It fills me with immense joy and gratitude as I’m writing this letter for you. Moving into
university is about stepping into a community where you will grow, learn, and discover who
you are becoming 
You are not just moving into a building with walls and doors you are stepping into a space
filled with voices, laughter, late night chats on the mat, and friendships that will last far
beyond your years at university. 

As your Vice Primaria, I want you to know that you are not alone in this transition. Many of us
were once in your shoes nervous, excited, uncertain, and hopeful all at once. It is natural to
feel overwhelmed, but remember that you are here because you belong and deserve to be
here. Your presence at Nemesia will add something unique and irreplaceable to our
community. 

In the weeks ahead, you will meet people who may be very different from you, but together
we will learn the power of inclusivity, kindness, and mutual respect as one of our values. You
will be stretched, challenged, and inspired, and along the way, you will discover strength in
yourself you didn’t know you had. As you are moving into university, I want you to allow
yourself to embrace every part of this new beginning the joy, the struggle, the growth, and the
connection. 

We, your leadership team have been working diligently to make this transition as easy as
possible for you. We are here to walk alongside you, to guide you, and to ensure that Nemesia
truly feels like your second home. 
I am looking forward to seeing you flourish and growing to be the best version of yourself. 

With so much love: 
Mpho Mokoena (Vice-Primaria)  

A letter from A letter from 
the vice - primaria



Dear Newcomers,

I am so excited to meet you! Congratulations on making it so far in your journey. I am honoured to be
one of the people responsible for ensuring that you feel welcomed in Nemesia and are ready to take
these first steps into a new life. 

The best advice I can give you right now is one; to enjoy it, enjoy the butterflies, enjoy the preparation,
enjoy the nerves, enjoy every single emotion you feel right now and cherish it; this only happens once. 

Second come as you are with room to grow, be open to try new things, meet new people and learn. The
residence the home of new experiences and self exploration. Through the time I have called Nemesia
home I’ve been pushed out of my comfort zones in the most beautiful of ways, made friends with the
most unconventional people and found a sisterhood. 

A saying that you will hear plenty is “you may not have chosen Nemesia but Nemesia chose you” and
how true that is. When you applied yo university you may have planned for a different residence but
Nemesia had other plans, and let me tell you what Nemesia wants Nemesia gets.
Nemesia is not merely a building, it is a family. A place where you can spend more time chatting in the
Nessie than you do sitting in you’re room, a place where you can struggle through exam preparation
with people doing a completely different degree than yours, a place where you can laugh until your
tummy hurts. That is the Nemesia you are entering. 

As you take these first new steps into a new life know that the leadership is here to support you,
guiding you through the humongous jump that is high school to university. There is a group of mentors
that just cannot wait to meet you. 

I cannot promise the road ahead will be easy nor will I promise that Nemesia will feel like home the
second you step through those doors, but what I can promise is that we will be there with you
throughout, trying out hardest to ensue that you feel comfortable in this place and that you may call
this place home the same way many generations of women have before.

I am delighted that i can be apart of your chapter in Nemesia, to watch as you find your footing and
make lifelong relationship, within the residence and the cluster, and create memories that you’ll
remember when your old and grey.

I cannot wait to meet you!

With lots of Nemesia love, 
Your welcoming leader 
Luzibo Moyo

A letter from A letter from 
the welcoming leader



Dear New Nemesian,

Welcome home to Nemesia Residence! 
I am so excited to welcome you into our community — a place where friendships are formed,
late-night study sessions turn into laughter, and every person has a space to belong. Moving to
university is a big step, and we know it can feel both exciting and overwhelming. But don’t
worry — you’re not doing it alone.
As your Welcoming Leader, we’ll be here to help you settle in, answer your questions, and
make sure you feel at home from the very first day. Whether it’s finding your way around
campus, meeting your new roommates, or just grabbing a cup of coffee to chat — we’ve got
you covered!
Nemesia isn’t just a residence; it’s a family. We celebrate diversity, kindness, and growth. Here,
you’ll discover who you are, learn from others, and make memories that will stay with you
long after you leave Stellenbosch.

Over the coming weeks, we have a range of activities planned to help you connect, have fun,
and learn more about life at Stellenbosch. We encourage you to get involved, be open to new
experiences, and bring your authentic self — that’s what makes Nemesia so special.

Once again, welcome to your new home. We can’t wait to meet you, get to know you, and start
this incredible journey together.

With warmth and excitement,
BWLN
Marli Geyser 
 

A letter from A letter from 
the welcoming leader



Dearest Nemesian,

Welcome to your new home 

As you commence your university journey, I am absolutely thrilled to receive and assist you in
your acclimation to Stellenbosch University. Nemesia has become one of the best parts of my
life and has made my university experience much easier and more enjoyable. I therefore aim
to share my favorite things about this place with you and how it has helped me grow, whilst
you develop your own. If you’re feeling nervous and scared about what awaits you on this side
of the world, there are 14 amazing mentors whom I’ve elected and trust to attend to your
needs. Please be assured that they are here for you and will offer assistance in any way
possible. We cannot wait to meet you and form part of your fresh university experience.
Always remember that you’re never alone, no matter who you are or where you come from as
NEMESIA IS A HOME FOR ALL.  

BWLN 
Yamkela Tofu
Head Mentor. 

A letter from A letter from 
the head mentor



We are not led
We lead

MottoMotto

Non Ducimur, Ducimus



RESPECTCompassion

EquityACCOUNTABILITY 
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Individuality

Unity Individuality Empowerment

Excellence
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Stellenbosch 

AmaMaties 

Nemesia 

RESPECT Dream

Umanayno BARMHARTIGHEID

Sense of belonging 



At Nemesia, 
our House Committee (HC) is a team of passionate student leaders
elected to guide, support, and represent our community. Each HC
member holds a unique portfolio, such as socials, sport, culture,

wellness, leadership, or external relations, and work together to
make Nemesia a space where every resident feels seen, valued, and

at home.
Our HC members are here to support you throughout your journey;
whether that means helping you settle in, organising events that
bring everyone together, or making sure your voice is heard. They

help build connections both within Nemesia and with other
residences across Stellenbosch.

Being on the HC means leading with heart — creating an
environment where newcomers can grow, belong, and thrive.
Whether through a residence social, a block initiative, or a

friendly chat in the corridor, the HK is always there to make sure
your Nemesia experience is filled with warmth, laughter, and

community.

House CommitteeHouse Committee

Meet the Meet the 



LEADERSHIP
DISCIPLINE REUNION

SAFETY ALUMNI

Megan Kench

Mpho Mokoena

My name is Megan Kench, and I am 20 years old, turning 21 in February. I
love everything faith, fitness, friends, family, food and fun! I would

describe myself as hard-working, dedicated, organised, caring and full of
love. I would love to be remembered for the impact I make in the field of
social justice. I am currently studying law and aspire to build a career as

an advocate, particularly in human rights or labour law. I am deeply
passionate about helping others, championing human rights, and

promoting leadership development. My goal is to use the law not only as a
tool for justice but also as a means to uplift and empower those whose

voices are often unheard. I want to be someone people can rely on,
whether they need guidance, support, or simply kindness and compassion.

Ultimately, I hope to leave behind a legacy of service, integrity, and
meaningful change.  The best piece of advice I have ever received cannot
be whittled down into one sentence so here are a few of the best pieces of
advice: not every door that doesn’t open was meant for you, the universe

is keeping you safe. Failure is not failure, it’s redirection. Everything
happens just the way its supposed too. The Lord has a plan for you that
will unfold in his timing. Let gratitude be your guide and watch how it

transforms your life. Remember that you are living in answered prayers.
Little you is so proud right now, don’t let her down.  

I want people to remember me as someone who offered
immense kindness, even in small and unnoticed ways. I
hope to be remembered for creating laughter in heavy

moments and comfort in difficult times. I hope my
presence encouraged others to embrace opportunities, to

care for one another, and to keep striving despite the
challenges they face. Integrity is one of my closest values
that empower me. I want to be remembered as someone
whose word could be trusted and whose actions matched

their promises. I would love to be remembered as someone
who brought compassion, light into people’s lives knowing

that they can smile as they envisage about me xx 
What is the best piece of advice I have received: Don’t ever let
your fear of failure stop you from giving new things a shot as

growth lives outside your comfort zone and failure is just proof
that you’re trying.

HOUSE FORUM

VICE - PRIMARIA

PRIMARIA



Marli Geyser

Luzibo Moyo
WELCOMING 

BLOCK BONDING

NEwCOMERS

The best advice I’ve ever received is to lead with
authenticity, kindness, and consistency — to show up as

myself, listen deeply, and create spaces where others
feel valued and safe to grow. I’ve learned that

compassion, even in small moments, can change
someone’s day, and that real leadership is more about

uplifting others than standing in front of them.
 More than anything, I hope to be remembered as

someone who made people feel welcome, respected, and
comfortable to be their true selves. Someone who

encouraged growth, brought calm where there was
stress, and added warmth to the communities I was part

of. If my presence made even one person’s journey
lighter or more meaningful, then I’ve done my part.

There has never been a specific piece of advice that
I’ve ever held onto but more so the way people live
their lives and carry themselves, for me that does
more than any phrase could. I’ve learnt to lead in

kindness from my mother, to do things with purpose
from my father, to bounce back from any set back

from my sister and to remain dedicated to my work
from my brother; those attributes are things that I
try implement every day. With that I would like to
be remembered as someone who was kind, caring,
intentional, determined and never gave up. I never

want to dominate I want to direct with empathy and
understanding that we all from different

backgrounds and allow one to find their footing on
their own.

MERCHANDISE & FINANACE
WELCOMING IBN



Eden Phillips 

Tamia Gagiano

I would like to be remembered as someone who carried light
wherever I went — a joyful, bubbly presence who made others

feel seen, heard, and loved. I hope that when people reflect upon
past residents, I would remind them of someone who poured into

others with warmth and laughter, always pointing them to
something greater than myself. To be remembered as someone
who served and did not want to be served. Most of all, I want to
be remembered as someone on fire for Jesus, letting His love be

the reason behind every smile, word, and act of service I conduct.

My favourite piece of advice is from Maya Angelou, “Be a rainbow
in someone else’s clouds”. This is the quote that I live by as a

reminder to always shine your light, especially on those around
you because we don’t know what clouds they are carrying. This

serves as a reminder to support your peers around you, but also to
live your life to the fullest. 

Eden 

I would love to be remembered for my love for
Nemesia, and every single person who makes our
house Nemesia! I think and lead with my heart,
always! Someone once told me that you become

what you surround yourself with, and surrounding
myself with the remarkable women and staff in

Nemesia for the past two years has shaped me in
the best ways possible!

SENIORS CONNECT
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

CONNECTCULTURE
PARKING & ROOM ALLOCATION



Isabella  Eksteen

Rufaro Chitundu

I would like to be remembered for my participation
and my impact on others. I hope that my efforts will
benefit future generations of Nemesians and that the
small things I do today will grow into big changes in

the years to come. Small things, like smiling and
waving at someone, can have an incredibly big effect
and I hope that I can leave Nemesia knowing that I
left a positive impact. Advice that my mom gave me
has stuck with me for many years. She always says

that you determine your reality, and I really do
believe that your attitude towards problems

determines your aptitude to fix them. I firmly believe
that you are in control of how you experience things,
and by focusing on the positive, you can turn almost

any situation into a good experience. Every cloud
really does have a silver lining.  

“Life is not about waiting for the storm to pass, it’s
about learning to dance in the rain.”

It means challenges and hardships are a natural
part of life.

If we spend all our time waiting for problems to
disappear, we miss out on living fully.

Instead, we should find ways to grow, because 
True strength is not avoiding storms, but learning

how to thrive within them.
I’d like to be remembered as someone who left the

world brighter, who shined by simply being
themselves, and in that light, sparked courage in

others,
helping them find the beauty in their own glow

CLUSTERNEMESIA WEEK
TRANSFORMATION, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

FEDICSMANTINENCE
TRANSFORMATION, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION



Mandisa  Madonda

Lienka Serfontein

I would like to be remembered as an HC member who truly
represented the people. For me, this means being

approachable, listening to residents’ voices, and making sure
their concerns and ideas are heard. I want to be seen as

someone who stood for inclusion, fairness, and respect not just
making decisions on behalf of others, but making decisions

with them in mind. At the end of the year, I would like people
to feel that I cared about their experience in Nemesia and that
I carried their spirit into everything I did. The best advice I’ve

ever received is: “You miss 100% of the chances you don’t
take.” To me, this means encouraging myself and others to take

opportunities, even if they feel scary or uncomfortable. In
Nemesia, I want every resident to feel empowered to step out
of their comfort zones  whether that’s trying something new,
putting themselves forward for leadership, or simply speaking

up with their ideas. Most importantly, I want them to know
they will always have the support of their house behind them
when they take those chances. Because growth, confidence,

and memories are built when we take that leap  and we don’t
have to do it alone. 

One piece of advice that has really stuck with me is “do it
afraid.” It taught me that courage isn’t about waiting until
you feel ready or fearless, but about showing up and trying
even when you feel uncertain. Some of the best things I’ve
experienced in life happened because I pushed through my

nerves and just went for it, and that’s why this advice
means so much to me.

I want to be remembered as the go-getter, the one who
was always keen, excited, and ready to get involved.

Someone who loved everything about res life, who carried
a smile through the good and the tough times, and who

could find the silver lining in any situation. Not someone
perfect but someone who always tried, who chose to see

the good in people, and who was kind, caring, and
uplifting. Most importantly, someone who truly loved her
Nemesia family and lived out BWLN, because that is who I

strive to be.

SOCIAL IMPACT EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
SOCIAL MEDIA & MARKETING

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
SPORT SOCIALS



Alida Du Plessis

Yamkela Tofu

I’d love to be remembered for my bright smile and the
optimism I try to bring into every day. I hope people think
of me as the friend who was always ready to cheer them

up, offer a helping hand, or make them feel welcome.
Whether it was a silly joke, a listening ear, or just

spreading a little positivity around res, I want to be
remembered as someone who made life feel a bit lighter

and a bit happier for the people around me. 
One piece of advice that really stuck with me is: ‘Be kind,

even when it’s not easy’. At first, it seemed simple, but
over time I realized how powerful it really is. It reminded
me that everyone is facing challenges we may not see, and

a small act of kindness – a smile, a word of
encouragement, or just being there for someone – can

make a huge difference. Carrying that lesson with me has
shaped how I try to live every day, both at res and beyond.
It’s not always easy, but I hope that by remembering this
advice, I can leave a little bit of warmth, positivity, and

care wherever I go. 

I am a Jesus girlie, through and through. This
means that with everything that I do, I do my best

to display the fruits of the spirit which are love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. I care
deeply about people and always try to attain the

best possible outcome in every situation. The best
advice I’ve ever received was to move with

intention, so with everything that I do, I give my all
and always make the best out of it. I lead with

order, integrity and resilience, because giving up is
never an option. As strong-willed as I tend to be, I
always try my best to exercise empathy, because I

know that strength without compassion can lead to
destruction of self and prevent me from gaining

the deep connections I desire with others. 

SUSTAINABILITY
& INTERIOR

EVENTS

INTERNAL
COMMUNICATIONS

HEAD MENTOR
WELLNESS ACADEMICS



At Nemesia 
our Mentors are caring and approachable senior students who

are here to support and guide newcomers as they adjust to
university life. Each mentor is paired with a small group of
first-year students, creating a safe space to ask questions,

share challenges, and celebrate successes both academically
and personally.

Mentors help you find your feet at Stellenbosch by offering
practical advice, emotional support, and encouragement

throughout the year. They are the friendly faces you can turn
to when you need help navigating classes, settling into

residence life, or simply someone to talk to.
The mentor team works closely with the HK and residence

leadership to ensure that every newcomer feels welcomed,
supported, and empowered to make the most of their time at

Nemesia. 

MentorsMentors

Meet the Meet the 



LIZA JACOBS LILITHA AKINYEMI ZARA HINGESTON
Bsc agri plant and soil Sciences

II
BACCOUNTING II BDATSCI FOCAL COMPUTER 

SCIENCE II

CECILE STEYN 
Industrial ENGINEERING III

ATHALIA GOUNDER ANN-LOUISE COERTZE
Post gradiate in accounting

(PGDA)  Bcom actuarial sciences II

MentorsMentors

THAKGATSO MAKGATA
BACCOUNTING II



MICHE CLOETE KLARA BRAND KITSO MASHODI
BACCOUNTING II

BCOM INDUSTRIAL PSYCHOLOGY
II

BACCOUNTING II

RENE NAUDE
BCOM INTERNATIONAL STUDIES II

QUBA CHRISTIAN-
WILLIAMS

MILA BAESA
BACCOUNTING II BSC AGRI ANIMAL SCIENCE III

MentorsMentors

OLONA GWILI
BA HUMANITIES II



At Nemesia 
The Seniors Committee is made up of passionate and energetic senior

students who bring the gees that keeps our residence spirit alive! They
work alongside the House Committee (HK) and Mentors to help run

events, block activities, and traditions that make Nemesia such a lively
and welcoming community.

Our Seniors are known for their unstoppable gees — always the first to
cheer, dance, and get everyone involved. They help newcomers feel

included, supported, and part of the Nemesia family from day one.
The Seniors Committee also serves as the voice of Nemesia’s senior

students, representing their ideas, needs, and experiences. They host
seniors’ events throughout the year, creating fun, meaningful

opportunities for senior residents to stay engaged and connected.
At its core, the Seniors Committee exists to carry Nemesia’s gees
forward, blending tradition with fresh energy and ensuring our

residence stays the upbeat, connected, and spirited home it’s known to
be.

SENIORS COMMITTEESENIORS COMMITTEE

Meet the Meet the 



ASIVE SHWAYE

MARUSHCA MINTOOR TAYLA BAILEY STEPHANIE HENNING

ISABELLA AGENBACH
CHAIRPERSON

TAMICA APPELS
VICE - CHAIRPERSON

Seniors 
Committee 

BA DEVELOPMENT & ENIVRONMENT II BSC BIOMEDICAL MATHEMATICAL 

SCIENCES III

BSC BIOMEDICAL MATHEMATICAL 

SCIENCES III

BA DEVELOPMENT & ENIVRONMENT II
BACCOUNTING II

BSC BIOINFORMATICS AND COMPUTATIONAL

BIOLOGY II



ZEA JOORST SUME OLIVIER NNEHENG JONOTHAN

LINE VAN RENSBURG ZARA BOEHLER DESREE MAKOBA

Seniors 
Committee 

BA DEVELOPMENT & ENIVRONMENT IIBCOM INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS II BSC MOLECULAR & BIOTECHNOLOGY II

BSCAGRI VITICULTURE & OENOLOGY IIBA INTERNATIONAL STUDIES II BSC MATHEMATICAL SCIENCE III



Cluster 
 at Stellenbosch cluster is a community of several communities that

work together to create a supportive and vibrant student
environment. It’s your broader home away from home, offering peer

support, leadership opportunities, and social and academic events that
integrate living and learning.

Nemesia is part of the amaMaties Cluster, which includes Capri, Equité,
Erica, Helderberg, Huis Neethling, Nemesia, and Serruria. Being in
amaMaties connects you with students from other communities,

allows you to join cluster-wide events and sports, access study groups
and shared facilities, and take on leadership roles across the cluster.
By engaging in both residence and cluster activities, you gain mentor

support, opportunities for academic collaboration, leadership
experience, and a sense of belonging in a caring, inclusive community.
Welcome to Nemesia & amaMaties — your home, your community, your

university family!

ClusterCluster

Meet the Meet the 



WHAT IS A
CLUSTER? 
Aclusteris a grouping of
residences and commuter student
communities (CSCs), who together
form a broader community where
students can interact and
collaborate with one another,
making the university ‘smaller’. It is
the organizing principle for
academic and social affairs. 

amaMATIES Facilities 
The amaMaties Cluster HUB facility is
the physical base of our cluster and 

WHO ARE WE? OUR VALUES 

provides a gathering space and 
commons for the students of our cluster,
ensuring a world class living and learning
environment. This multifunctional space
provides students with an area to meet,
study, relax, and engage with each other
between classes and other commitments. 

amaMaties Cluster is made up of five
residences: Erica, Serruria, Nemesia,
Helderberg, and Huis Neethling, and
two CSCs: Capri and Equité. We are
one of the most active clusters on
campus and enjoy hosting joint
events and making use of our shared
spaces. 

The HUB facilities include: 

Study and relaxation area

Tinie Louw dining hall 

Plug points for laptops and cell 
phones 

Early morning or late dining at 
the DELI 

Emergency backpacker rooms 
Maties Wi-Fi access (24/7) 

Lockers 

Our cluster values are Ubuntu,
Respect, Empowerment, Sense of 
Belonging and Individuality 



Alles van die beste,
Die amaMaties Klusterspan 

Ngemibuliso emihle, LiQela
leQoqo lamaMaties 

Dear new Matie You are now officially part of amaMaties Cluster. This is where your community becomes a part of 
something bigger. We are a vibrant, diverse and integrated student community – a space for not only 
pursuing knowledge but also forging lifelong friendships and experiences, a space that helps you come 
to the realization that self-awareness is the key to social change. We encourage you to embrace this 
diversity and seize the chance to learn from one another. Your learning journey is no longer confined to 
the lecture hall, so take advantage of all that the cluster has to offer. Your time at Stellenbosch 
University is a precious chapter in your life: Embrace it with an open heart and an eager mind – so that 
you, in turn, may become an integrated person who can take on the world with confidence, 
collaboration and compassion. Cherish the moments of discovery, the late-night study sessions (at the 
amaMaties Hub), the laughter with friends and the growth that comes with every challenge. Here’s to 
meet you all and to the fantastic journey ahead. 

All the best, 
The amaMaties Cluster Team 

B 

Cluster Education
Co-ordinator

benitavz@sun.ac.za
084 512 8795 

Cluster Convener
29581370@sun.ac.za

079 342 0350 

Cluster Convener
26947633@sun.ac.za

082 475 8964 

Cluster Admin Manager
28902416@sun.ac.za

065 559 8280 

Social Media Manager
27242986@sun.ac.za

068 712 1727 

Beste nuwe Matie 

Jy is nou amptelik deel van amaMaties. Dis waar jou 
gemeenskap deel van iets groters raak. Ons is ’n 

geïntegreerde 
studentegemeenskap – ’n ruimte waar ons nie net 

lewenslange 
vriendskappe smee en ervarings deel; ’n ruimte wat 

jou tot die besef help kom dat selfbewussyn die 
sleutel tot sosiale verandering is. Ons moedig jou aan 
om hierdie diversiteit te omarm en die kans aan te 
gryp om by mekaar te leer. Jou leerervaring is nie 

meer tot die klaskamer beperk nie; haal dus die 
meeste uit alles wat die kluster jou bied. Jou tyd aan 
die Universiteit Stellenbosch is ’n kosbare hoofstuk 

in jou lewe: Omarm dit met ’n oop gemoed en ’n 
leergierige gesindheid – sodat jy, op jou beurt, ’n 

geïntegreerde persoon kan raak wat die wêreld met 
selfvertroue, samewerking en deernis aanpak. 

die 
laatnagstudiesessies (by die amaMaties Hub), die 

saam lag met vriende en die groei wat elke uitdaging 
bring. Ons tel die dae af totdat ons julle almal 

ontmoet en ons fantastiese reis begin. 

lewenskragtige, diverse en 

kennis najaag nie, maar ook 

Koester die oomblikke van ontdekking, 

Matie omtsha othandekayo, 

Kungoku nje ungomnye weeMaties ngokusemthethweni. 
Kulapha ke apho niluluntu labafundi nijika nibe yinxalenye 

lwabafundi yento 
olugcwele 

engaphezulwana noko. Siluluntu 
udlamko, olwahlukahlukeneyo 

nolunxibeleleneyo – le yindawo engeyiyo eyokuzingela 
ulwazi kuphela koko ikwayindawo yokwakha ubuhlobo 
bobomi bonke namava ngokunjalo, indawo ekunceda 

ekubeni uyiqonde into yokuba ukuzazi ngoyena ndoqo 
kwiinguqu entlalweni. Siya kukhuthaza ukuba ukwamkele 

oku kwahlukahlukana kambe ulithi xhakamfu ithuba 
lokufunda omnye komnye. Ihambo yakho yemfundo 
ayisaphelelenga nje kwiholo yeelektsha, ngako oko 

kunqakule konke le klasta enokukunika kona. Ixesha 
sisigaba 

esinexabiso elikhulu ebomini bakho: Lamkele ngentliziyo 
ekhululekileyo nengqondo enxanelwe ulwazi – ukuze 

ngumntu 

lakho kwiyunivesithi yaseStellenbosch 

wena, 
onxityelelekisiweyo 
ngokuzithemba, 

ngokunjalo, ube nokuba 
onokujongana nehlabathi 

ngentsibenziswano nangovelwano. 
Yivuyele loo mizuzwana yokubhaqa okutsha, ukufunda 

kude kube sezinzulwini zobusuku (phaya kwiMaties Hub), 
nomngeni 

ngamnye. Sithi ngxatsho ngokwazana kwethu sonke 
nangohambo lwethu oluya kusikhwankqisa ekuhambeni 

kwexesha. 

ukuhleka nabahlobo nokukhula okuza 

mailto:benitavz@sun.ac.za
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mailto:29581370@sun.ac.za
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Sustainable living,
Nemesia is committed to supporting Stellenbosch University’s joint

goal of achieving net-zero carbon emissions, recognising that
meaningful sustainability begins with the daily actions of every

individual in our community. As a residence, we encourage mindful
living—reducing waste, saving energy, and making environmentally

conscious choices that collectively contribute to a greener campus.
We work alongside university-wide initiatives such as Eco-Maties and

collaborate with Sustainability HC teams that guide and empower
students to adopt sustainable habits. By embracing responsibility at

both personal and communal levels, Nemesia ensures that each
resident plays an active role in building a more sustainable,

environmentally resilient Stellenbosch for the future

 Community Driving

Sustainable Change

 Community Driving

Sustainable Change

Meet the Meet the 



Eco-friendly living
 How to reduce your carbonfootprint

and join the Net Zero Carbon journey

Water
 

Transport

Get involved
 

Waste
 

Energy
Waterrestrictions still apply.
Use only 80 L /person/day.
Shower 3 -5 min.
Use eco-friendly personal
products.
No rinsing or washing with
running water.

Joinyourcommunity Green/
Sustainability Com.
Follow: @su.environmental.sust

Everything is within easy walking
distance on campus.
Walk or cycle instead of driving.
Hire a Matie bike.
Share rides or use shuttles.

Use LED lamps only.
Limit fridge use to one 150 L
bar fridge per room.
Airdry clothes when possible.
Turn off lights & unplug
devices when not in use.
Use A++ energy efficient
appliances (low wattage).

SUhasa zero waste to landfill
goal.
Buy less items that must be
thrown away.
Bring reusable bags, cups,
bottles and containers - no
single use items.
Compost food scraps &
sort recyclables properly.
No wet items in the recycling bin.



Nemesia is a culture-rich residence at Stellenbosch. We excel at many cultural activities such as
Acapella,where we have placed in the top three since 2019, won the event in 2023, and won the
Best ensemble female category in 2024! We also participated in the Palesa festival were we won
best musical (2022) and best comedy (2021). We try to create an environment where Nemesians

can be creative and be the best they can be in cultural events.

Nemesia Week is an entire week dedicated to celebrating Nemesia. The week usually starts off
with our famous Blue Monday, where every Nemesian resident wears something blue or an item

of our Nemesia merchandise. The rest of the week is filled with interactive Events which
includes movie nights and game nights. Also, collaborating with other residences for fun

Get to know NemesiaGet to know Nemesia

The House Dance is one of the most anticipated events on a Nemesian’s calendar. It’s a chance to
dress up, enjoy a great meal with wonderful company, and most importantly—dance the night
away. This lavish event usually takes place in the third term and offers a special opportunity to
reflect on and celebrate the year’s achievements as a house. Whether you attend with a date, go

solo, or join a group of friends, the choice is yours. So, get your outfits and dancing shoes ready—
House Dance is an event you won’t want to miss!

House Dance 

Culture

Nemesia Week



Each year,Nemesia participates in a variety of sports, with specific activities chosen based on
interest. Our popular sports include hockey, netball,and table tennis. This year, Nemesia’s netball

team achieved third place in the Super League, we won the Table Tennis league for 2023 and
2024, and took second place in the hockey league. Nemesia offers plenty of opportunities to

pursue your sporting passions. We also hold a derby with our sisterhouses that featuresa range of
sports!Whether you’re an experienced player or just starting out, there’s a place for you at

Nemesia.

This is an event that occurs once or twice a year where all the Nemesians stay in res for the
weekend. It is full of in-house interactive activities. The main aim is to build connections or a
bond with the other Nemesians, learn throughout the whole event and most importantly have

FUN! Activities done are chilled. The event includes activities like the classic movie night,
shared lunch and others.

Usually, it is done twice a year, before Nemesia-Week to build up house spirit and excitement
for Nemesia Week and after Nemesia-Week as an end-off event.

This is an informal and themed event for all Nemesian residents. The purpose of this event is
to raise funds for our annual House Dance. The themes are usually wacky yet fun, such as

“Dynamic Duos” , “Blast from the Past” or “Ryhme without reason” 

Sport

Stay In Weekend

House Funds Dance

Get to know NemesiaGet to know Nemesia



A home away from home
Where I will never be alone,
Surrounded by my family

Whom I love dearly
It’s here I will abide

Or when I laugh or when I cry
For it’s this heart of mine
That lead me to Nemesia.

La la la la la la la
La la la la la la la
La la la la la la la

La la la la la
La la la la la la

La la la la la la la
For it’s this heart of mine
That lead me to Nemesia

La la la la la la la
Nemesia!

SongsSongs
Nemesia House Song



I call you when I need you, my heart's on fire
Well, you come to me, come to me wild and wired

Mmm and you come to me, give me everything I need

Give me a life time of promises and a world of dreams
Speak the language of love like you know what it means

Mmm, and it can't be wrong
Take my heart and make it strong, baby

You're simply the best
Better than all the rest

You're better than anyone
Well, anyone I've ever met

Ooh, I'm stuck on your heart, baby
I hang on every word you say
Hmm, tear us apart oh no no

Oh baby, I would rather be dead

In your heart I see the start of every night and every day
Hmm, in your eyes I get lost, I get washed away

Just as long as I'm here in your arms I could be in no better
place

Simply the best
By Tina Turner



You're simply the best
Better than all the rest

Better than anyone
Yeah, anyone I've ever met

Ooh, and I'm stuck on your heart, baby
Oh, I hang on every word you say

Oh, tear us apart, oh, no no no
Hmm cause baby, I would rather be dead

Each time you leave me I start losing control
You're walking away with my heart and my soul

I can feel you even when I'm alone
Ooh wee baby, don't let go

Oh, hey, oh, oh, mmm

You're the best
Better than all the rest

Better than anyone
Anyone I've ever met

Ooh, I'm stuck on your heart
Hey, I hang on every word you say

And tear us apart, oh no no no
Oh, cause baby I would rather be dead

Ooh you're the best.



A look
Inside Nemesia 

A look
Inside Nemesia 

The mat
The Nessie

Study room

Bathrooms



A look
Inside Nemesia 

A look
Inside Nemesia 



A look
Inside Nemesia 

A look
Inside Nemesia 

Rooms

Cupboards



please don't hesitate to ask any questions about what
you might need

Water bottle
Money (There will be food provided, but for anything

else you might need)
Athleisure/excersise, clothes

Comfortable shoes and clothes (bear in mind that
Stellenbosch summers are very hot, though the

nights are cooler)
Sun block and lip balm

plain black clothes (no need to go purchase if you
don't already have)

Lots of blue and colourful clothing
Cushion for sitting on the mat

White t-shirt to be painted
Snacks (meals will be provided)

Toiletries
Medication (pain pills, flu remedies, allergy

medication, band aids etc)
Pepper spray and taser (optional)

What to bring
for welcoming 
What to bring
for welcoming 



Safety Information Safety Information 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Newcomers of 2026, 

As the Vice-Primaria, I have Safety as one of my Portfolios and this is one of the most essential
responsibilities within the Residence. Ensuring the safety and well-being of every student is a priority that
requires careful planning and collective cooperation. With your support and adherence to the guidelines
provided, we can create an environment where all our newcomers feel secure, protected, and well cared

for throughout their transition into university life. 
I kindly request that you take a moment to read the following information carefully before making any

appliance purchases or finalising your preparations for move-in and Welcoming.
 

APPLIACNES NOT ALLOWED 
Open flame or bar heaters 

Kettles in students’ rooms (we have boilers with hot water available 24/7) 
Bar type cooking stoves 

Any appliance that produces an exposed heating element such as hot plates, coil stoves, gas burner. 
Microwaves (there is microwave available per floor). 

ALTERNATIVES  
Fan heaters 
Desk fans 

Air fryers (which can only be used in our Kitchenets) 
Induction cooker/plate 

First aid 
Basic first aid support is available within the residence. The residence maintains a fully stocked first aid kit,

which is managed and administered by Mpho Mokoena(Vice-Primaria). In the event that a student
experiences a minor injury or requires immediate first aid assistance, appropriate care will be provided
promptly and professionally. All interventions will remain within the scope of basic first aid. Should a

situation arise where a student requires medical attention beyond first aid, including potential fractures,
severe allergic reactions, or any condition needing professional evaluation: the student will be referred or

transported to the nearest hospital or to the University Health Services, depending on the nature and
urgency of the situation. Parents or guardians will be informed as appropriate. 

Medication 
For the safety and well-being of our students, Nemesia Residence will not be providing any form of

medication to the Newcomers during the course of the welcoming period. This includes, but is not limited
to, over-the-counter painkillers, allergy remedies, cold and flu medication, or any other pharmaceutical

products. 
The reason for this is to ensure the highest level of care, as students may have undisclosed medical

conditions, allergies, or sensitivities that could be negatively affected by certain medications. To avoid any
potential health risks, we strongly encourage parents to ensure that the newcomers arrive with all

necessary personal medication they may require. There is Campus Health available where we will take the
students if the need arises. 

If you have any Safety related questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me via email at
26059657@sun.ac.za



please don't hesitate to ask any questions about what
you might need

Fridge (you share a fridge with your roommate, so it is
best to decide on the fridge

together)
✓ Heater and fan (optional)

✓ Locks for your cupboards and room door
✓ Mat/ carpet
✓ Bed side lamp

✓ Sticky hooks (these are cheap at Pep)
✓ Laundry basket

✓ Pillows, pillowcases, duvet, comforter, bedsheets for a
single bed

✓ Dish sponge and soap with a plastic basin to keep your
dirty dishes in until

you wash them
✓ Laundry powder (there are washing machines and

tumble dryers)
✓ Cutlery and crockery (plates , bowls, cups, mugs, knives,

spoons, forks ✓ Sanitation wipes and spray
✓ Extension cord and plugs

✓ Stationary
etc)

✓ Shower caddy
✓ Hangers

✓ Storage tub

What to bring to make 
Nemesia home

What to bring to make 
Nemesia home



The law students can move in on the 26 January 2026 from 14:00-16:00. The law
students are going to have their Law academic programme on the same day from

18:00-20:00 @ the Law Faculty (Old Main Building).

The rest of the newcomers are welcomed to move in on 27 January 2026 between
08:00 and 12:00. Each newcomer will be allocated one of the two moving slots —

either 08:00–10:00 or 10:00–12:00. A detailed schedule confirming your specific slot
will be shared closer to the day. You’ll be staying in a shared double room equipped
with two single beds and mattresses, two desks and chairs, two shelving units, and a
closet with three doors for each person. There are two power outlets and a set of

curtains. For shared facilities, there’s a communal space on each floor (called Nessies)
with a microwave and a boiler that provides hot water. A laundry room is also

available, featuring washing machines and dryers; you’ll just need to bring your own
detergent. Access to these facilities is managed with your student card, and we’ll go

over everything in detail during Welcoming Week. You can also bring your own fridge,
or communicate with your roommate before purchasing one.

There is a parent and newcomer lunch which commences on Tuesday, the 27th of
January (the same day as move in day). This is an opportunity for parents to meet the
Nemesia Leadership teams and be introduced to Sindi, our House Mother. We please
ask that all newcomers are present for this lunch. After the lunch, Newcomers can

spend time with their parents from 13:30to 17:00. After this, the Nemesia Welcoming
Week Programme officially starts, and this is where we kindly ask that your parents

leave you.

Welcoming Week is a jam-packed week full of various academic, social and cultural
activities with the aim of easing you into Stellenbosch life. During this time, you will

be introduced to seniors and other newcomers on campus.

Welcoming is a wonderful experience, filled with many memorable moments. We hope
you enjoy the experience and make new memories of your own!

Move in 
Logistics
Move in 
Logistics



The Welcoming Merchandise Package cost R650.

The package include:
 NemesiaT-shirt 
Nemesia visor,

 Nemesia tote bag 
Maties T-shirt,

 amaMATIES T-shirt  
Pineapple T-shirt.

You can make your payment either through SnapScan, by using the QR code provided
below, or by making an EFT to the bank details below.

SnapScan code: https://pos.snapscan.io/qr/SUNEMESIARESIDENCE

Banking details:
Standard Bank

Cheque account: 073006955
051001

Stellenbosch University

For both EFT and SnapScan, please use the following reference: HK314 + student
number,

e.g.Reference: HK314 - 12345679

       Please note that no payments will be accepted in cash, everything must
transferred to the bank account mentioned above or be paid into the via SnapScan.

MerchandiseMerchandise

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpos.snapscan.io%2Fqr%2FSUNEMESIARESIDENCE&data=05%7C02%7C%7C84fe73f2bd4f4f22046f08dd07a89f11%7Ca6fa3b030a3c42588433a120dffcd348%7C0%7C0%7C638675143013964184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mh4TKCIMcuYSxHJ0LUVByfj57e6mohKGrQJUaf%2BuOac%3D&reserved=0


Donations for Welcoming Week Projects:
✓ Glitter

✓ Face-paint
✓ A4 white paper (printing paper)

✓ Craft/fabric paint (red, orange, yellow,green, blue)
✓ Tealight candles

✓ Scissors
✓ Glue

Other donations
We are organizing a collection drive for clothing and bedding to support those in need—both within our residence and
in the wider community—for 2026. If you have any clothing or bedding that you no longer use, please bring it with you

for donation and give it to our Social Impact HC Mandisa Madoda.

If you are in need of bedding yourself, you are welcome to contact our Social Impact HC, who will assist confidentially
and with care.

*Bringing of these items is not compulsory, however we would greatly appreciate it*.

Three Sisters Bursary
The Three Sisters' Bursary Fund was created to support students from Erica, Nemesia, and Serruria residences,

ensuring they can pursue their studies free from the weight of financial hardship. With the ongoing challenges faced by
the National Student Financial Aid Scheme and the country’s difficult economic climate, many students are left

battling food insecurity, period poverty, and a lack of basic study essentials.

As a community, we have chosen to take proactive steps to address these challenges. This Fund is a beacon of hope,
offering deserving and talented students the opportunity to thrive academically and contribute meaningfully to the

future of our nation.

While not all Nemesia Alumni can be physically present to engage with the community, they can still make a
meaningful impact by contributing financially. Your supportcan alleviate the financial barriersthat hinder students

from realising their full potential.

How the Bursary works

Under the Three Sisters BursaryFund, financial supportis provided to undergraduate studentsresiding in Nemesia,
Serruria, and Erica at Stellenbosch University who demonstrate both financial need and academic merit. This

includesstudents from the "missing middle" category, with a gross household income ranging between R350,000 and
R600,000.

A maximum of R150,000 may be allocated to an individual student in a given year, depending on their specific financial
requirements. To qualify for funding, students must meet all the minimum eligibility criteria outlined by the Fund.

If you are in a position to do so, we encourage you to contribute to the ThreeSisters Bursary Fund using the QR Code
provided below. Your donation can directly support talented and hardworking students, giving them the chance to

focus on their studieswithout the weightof financial stress.

SnapScan QR Code: COPY/PASTE INTO GOOGLE
https://pos.snapscan.io/qr/SU_3SISBURSFUND

Donations 
& 3 Sisters Bursary

Donations 
& 3 Sisters Bursary



You might know it as Vensters but every other senior student in
Stellenbosch knows it as one of the best experiences of their lifetime.

Connect is known as a production where every newcomer gets the
chance to showcase their excitement, initiative and creativity with a

group of equally eager, expectant and energetic newcomers.

Every year residences and CSC’s (Commuter Student Communities)
from all around Stellenbosch University ‘connect’ and collaborate to
produce one of the most awe-giving creative pieces of a lifetime that

leaves the audience with a message that changes, impacts and
transforms them in the direction of positive change!

Get ready to let loose, show your dance moves and bring the GEES.
Check out Nemesia’s Instagram to se who your connect partners are

ConnectConnect



social mediasocial media
Please followour social mediapages and keepan eye open for Q &A

and other important information :)
(DOUBLE CLICK TO INTERACT)

Instagram

Tiktok

Our Instagram captures every event, moment, and memory in
Nemesia - giving you an authentic glimpse into what everyday life in

our residence looks like.

Our TikTok keeps things fun with light-hearted trends and
challenges, always with a uniquely Nemesian twist.



Whatsapp group
PLEASE JOIN THE NEWCOMERS 2026 WHATSAPP GROUP VIA THIS LINK (copy/paste

onto google) : 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Je06Qr0NtWVFCX36jHIDnK?mode=hqrt1

Roommate Allocation 
Please Join the WhatsApp group and find the link for the form in the description of the Group.

This MS Form will ask various questions regarding your personality and your lifestyle. Your
roommate will then be chosen based on your answers to these questions. Only the Room

allocation HC will have access to your responses, so please make sure that your answers are
honest and transparent :)

The Microsoft Forms link can be found in the description of the WhatsApp Group chat.

 
Parking

Parking spaces at the residence are allocated with priority given to senior residents.
However, if additional parking spaces are available, newcomers will also be considered

based on availability. To ensure a smooth and fair process, all parking-related inquiries or
concerns, must be submitted through the Microsoft Form. The link to this form can be

found in the description of the WhatsApp group.

 
WIFI

WiFi is available for everyone in the residence to use; however, there is an expected fee of
approximately R500 (increases each year) , which will be added to your student account.

This fee is charged annually and covers access to the service for the entire year.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/Je06Qr0NtWVFCX36jHIDnK?mode=hqrt1
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