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WELCOME TO SERRURIA

ABOUT SERRURIA

Serruria Ladies Residence is a vibrant and empowering community located in
the heart of Stellenbosch University. Established in 1977, Serruria is rooted in
the values of respect, sense of belonging, individuality, unity, and
empowerment. At Serrruia, we offer our residents a supportive and inclusive
living environment where every women within our green walls is given the
opportunity to thrive academically, socially, and personally.

SERRURIA FLOWER

Our residence is named after the Serruria flower. This beautiful bloom
symbolizes resilience and elegance. Just like the Serruria flower, we cultivate a
space filled with warmth, beauty, and connection, reminding us that our
individuality and diversity enhances the beauty of our community. It is unique to
be placed in this residence, much like the Serruria flower itself, which flourishes
in a singular environment, each Serrurian brings something special that makes
our community bloom.

OUR VALUES

Sense of Belonging | Respect | Unity | Individuality | Empowerment

THE GREEN WAY

SERRURIA MASCOT: LARRY THE SNAIL iS OUR BELOVED MASCOT
ON WEDNESDAYS: WE WEAR GREEN
OUR FAVOURITE LiNE: SE SE SERRURIA
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Serruria is part of the amaMATIES Cluster, a community dedicated to
your academic success while integrating social and learning
experiences. We believe in your potential and encourage you to dream
big. Your journey at Stellenbosch University is just beginning, and we're
here to support you every step of the way. Dare to dream boldly and

make the most of your time here!

To mark the start of this exciting chapter, you and your parents are
warmly invited to an informal meet-and-greet with light refreshments on

Wednesday, 29 January 2025, at 17:00 in the Tinie Louw Dining Hall.

During this gathering, we will introduce the House Committee
(HC) and the Mentors, who are here to guide and support you
throughout the year.We look forward to meeting you and your
parents and welcoming you to the Serruria family. Your

adventure begins here!

Warm regards,

Benita van Zyl

SU MANAGER: RESIDENCE STUDENT COMMUNITIES
AMAMATIES CLUSTER COORDINATOR & RESIDENCE HEAD:
SERRURIA







b §
.

.






B nA  TYLER WRATTEN
g BY LELCOMING LEADER

A

Dear Future Serrurian,

Welcome to your new home! We are beyond excited for you to join our
special community and can't wait to get to know you over these coming
weeks. You'll come to find that Serruria is more than just a residence; it's
a place to make new friendships, find yourself, and create memories you
will hold close to your heart for a long time to come.

We know that stepping into this new new chapter can be daunting,
we've been there, so know that you are not alone. We, along with the
entire Serruria sisterhood, are here to support, guide, and celebrate you
every step of the way. We are so excited for the unique energy, talents,
and personality you bring, and we can’t wait to see how you will blossom
in this space.

Don't be afraid to use this period to embrace new experiences, make
lasting friendships, and create memories that will stay with you for life.
Remember, this is your home now too. You can be yourself, find your
rhythm, and grow in ways you've never imagined.

We're so proud to welcome you into our sisterhood and we hope you are
as excited as us for your arrival! Let's make your time here one filled with
laughter, joy, and that unmistakable Slakkie Gees!

With all our love,

Your welcoming leaders,

Palesa & Tyler

{

PALESA NTSOANE
WELCOMING LEADER










ALEX DARDAGEN A=
HEAD MENTOR

Dear Future Serrurians,

Welcome to Serruria! We are thrilled to have you joining our
community and stepping into this new and exciting chapter of your
lives. Starting university is filled with plenty of firsts, you make so
many memories and we truly feel honoured to walk alongside you as
you begin this journey. It can sometimes be overwhelming but that is
why my Mentor team and | will be here supporting you every step of
the way.

We have stood exactly where you are now, wondering what the year
would bring. We understand the mixture of excitement and
uncertainty that comes with entering a brand-new environment.
Whether you need guidance, a listening ear, or simply someone to
share a laugh or a quiet moment with; we are here for you always.
Serruria is so much more than a residence, it is a family. If's a space
where you can grow into who you're meant to be, surrounded by
people who care about you. We can’t wait to see you flourish, make
memories together, and to welcome you into the heart of what
makes Serruria so special. We can’t wait to meet you and start this

journey together.

All my love,
Alex :)
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RESIDENCE FACILITiES

WHAT YOU'LL FiND WiTHIN OUR GREEN WALLS:

@ Serruria consists of 5 blocks, with 3 levels in each block:
® On each floor, there is a “nessie”, which is a kitchenette composed of
the following:

e Double sink

e Drying rack

o 3x shelves

* 3x cupboards

e Couch seating area

e Hydroboil

e Microwave

e Stove top
® There is a bathroom on each floor:

e Showers

e Basins

Toilets

Washing basins

Washing rails



SERRURIA PANTRY

The Serruria Pantry is an initiative started by a Serrurian whose
dream was to care for the needs of Serrruians within our house. It
provides basic goods and necessities for those in need, alleviating
food and essential item shortages within our community.

The goal is to foster unity and a sense of belonging for everyone
who calls Serruria home. We encourage and appreciate donations
from all newcomers upon arrival and throughout your journey at our

beautiful residence.

iTEMS YOU CAN DONATE:

‘ Basic toiletries: deodorant, soap, sanitary products and lotions.

. Food items such as sugar, oats, rice, noodles, canned food & long
life milk.

‘ Monetary donations are welcome!

Your contributions help ensure that every Serrurian has access
to what they need.



WHAT IS A CLUSTER?

A Cluster a grouping of residences and

commuter student communities
(CSCs), who together form a broader
community where students can interact
and collaborate with one another,
making the university ‘smaller’. It is the
organizing principle for academic and

social affairs.

AMAMATIES FACILITiES

The amaMaties Cluster HUB facility is the
physical base of our cluster and provides

a gathering space and commons for the
students of our cluster, ensuring a world
class living and learning environment. This
multifunctional space provides students with
an area to meet, study, relax, and engage
with each other between classes and other

commitments.

WHO ARE WE?

amaMaties Cluster is made up of five
residences: Erica, Serruria, Nemesia,
Helderberg, and Huis Neethling, and
two CSCs: Capri and Equité. We are
one of the most active clusters on
campus and enjoy hosting joint events

and making use of our shared spaces.

OUR VALUES

Our cluster values are Ubuntu,
Respect, Empowerment, Sense of

Belonging and Individuality

THE HUB FACILITiES iNCLUDE:

» Study and relaxation area

e Tinie Louw dining hall

* Plug points for laptops and cell
* phones

 Early morning or late dining at
o the DELI

e Emergency backpacker rooms
» Maties Wi-Fi access (24/7)

e Lockers



Dear new Matie,

You are now officially part of amaMaties Cluster. This is where your community becomes a part of something bigger.

We are a vibrant, diverse and integrated student community - a space for not only pursuing knowledge but also

forging lifelong friendships and experiences, a space that helps you come to the realization that self-awareness is the

key to social change. We encourage you to embrace this diversity and seize the chance to learn from one another.

Your learning journey is no longer confined to the lecture hall, so take advantage of all that the cluster has to offer.

Your time at Stellenbosch University is a precious chapter in your life: Embrace it with an open heart and an eager

mind - so that you, in turn, may become an integrated person who can take on the world with confidence,

collaboration and compassion. Cherish the moments of discovery, the late-night study sessions (at the amaMaties

Hub), the laughter with friends and the growth that comes with every challenge. Here's to meet you all and to the

fantastic journey ahead.

All the best,
The amaMaties Cluster Team
nita van > \o Rap
_e*" Hailg «e‘e hee/,o

Cluster Education
Co-ordinator
benitavz@sun.ac.za
084 512 8795

Cluster Convener
29581370@sun.ac.za
079 342 0350

Beste nuwe Matie

Jy is nou amptelik deel van amaMaties. Dis waar jou

gemeenskap deel van iets groters raak. Ons is ’'n
lewenskragtige, diverse en kennis najaag nie, maar
ooklewenslange vriendskappe smee en ervarings deel;
'n ruimte wat jou tot die besef help kom dat selfbewussyn
die sleutel tot sosiale verandering is. Ons moedig jou
aan om hierdie diversiteit te omarm en die kans aan te
gryp om by mekaar te leer. Jou leerervaring is nie meer
tot die klaskamer beperk nie; haal dus die meeste uit
alles wat die kluster jou bied. Jou tyd aan die Universiteit
Stellenbosch is 'n kosbare hoofstuk in jou lewe: Omarm
dit met 'n oop gemoed en ’'n leergierige gesindheid —
sodat jy, op jou beurt, 'n geintegreerde persoon kan raak
wat die wéreld met

selfvertroue, samewerking en deernis aanpak. Koester
die oomblikke van ontdekking,die laatnagstudiesessies
(by die amaMaties Hub), die saam lag met vriende en
die groei wat elke uitdaging bring. Ons tel die dae af
totdat ons julle almal ontmoet en ons fantastiese reis
begin.

Alles van die beste,
Die amaMaties Klusterspan

30dY Jamg

Cluster Convener
26947633@sun.ac.za
082 475 8964

Cluster Admin Manager
28902416@sun.ac.za
065 559 8280

Matie omtsha othandekayo,

Kungoku nje ungomnye weeMaties ngokusemthethweni.
Kulapha ke apho niluluntu labafundi nijika nibe yinxalenye
yento engaphezulwana noko. Siluluntu Ilwabafundi olugcwele
udlamko, olwahlukahlukeneyonolunxibeleleneyo — le yindawo
engeyiyo eyokuzingela ulwazi kuphela koko ikwayindawo
yokwakha ubuhlobo bobomi bonke namava ngokunjalo,
indawo ekunceda ekubeni uyiqonde into yokuba ukuzazi
ngoyena ndoqo kwiinguqu entlalweni. Siya kukhuthaza ukuba
ukwamkele oku kwahlukahlukana kambe ulithi xhakamfu
ithuba lokufunda omnye komnye. |hambo yakho yemfundo
ayisaphelelenga nje kwiholo yeelektsha, ngako oko kungakule
konke le klasta enokukunika kona. Ixesha lakho kwiyunivesithi
yaseStellenbosch sisigaba esinexabiso elikhulu ebomini
bakho: Lamkele ngentliziyo ekhululekileyo nengqondo
enxanelwe ulwazi — ukuze wena, ngokunjalo, ube nokuba
ngumntu  onxityelelekisiweyo onokujongana nehlabathi
ngokuzithemba, ngentsibenziswano, nangovelwano. Yivuyele
loo mizuzwana yokubhaga okutsha, ukufunda kude kube
sezinzulwini zobusuku (phaya kwiMaties Hub), ukuhleka
nabahlobo nokukhula okuza nomngeni ngamnye. Sithi
ngxatsho ngokwazana kwethu sonke nangohambo I|wethu
oluya kusikhwankqgisa ekuhambeni kwexesha.

Ngemibuliso emihle, LiQela
leQoqo lamaMaties

Social Media Manager
27242986@sun.ac.za
068 712 1727


mailto:benitavz@sun.ac.za
mailto:benitavz@sun.ac.za
mailto:29581370@sun.ac.za
mailto:29581370@sun.ac.za
mailto:26947633@sun.ac.za
mailto:26947633@sun.ac.za
mailto:28902416@sun.ac.za
mailto:28902416@sun.ac.za
mailto:27242986@sun.ac.za
mailto:27242986@sun.ac.za

NEWCOMERS CLUSTER
ATHLETIiCS MEETING

) FEBRUARY 2 0 2 6 17:30-20:30




\Waterrestrictions still apply.
Use only 80 L /person/day.

Shower 3 -5 min.

Use eco-friendly personal
products.

No rinsing or washing with
running water.

SUhasa zero waste to landfill goal.
Buy less items that must be thrown
away.

Bring reusable bags, cups, bottles

and containers - no single use

items.

Compost food scraps & sort
recyclables properly.

No wet items in the recycling bin.

Stellenbosch

UNIVERSITY
| IYUNIVESITHI
UNIVERSITEIT



WELCOMING
MERCHANDISE

The following is a breakdown of the expected costs you will
incur during welcoming:

NEWCOMER MERCHANDISE PACKAGE

This package of a drawstring bag, two Serruria shirts, a amaMaties
cluster shirt, a maroon Stellenbosch University shirt, a Serruria visor
and some additional necessities. The amount of R560 is payable via
EFT or SnapScan. It suggested that this payment is made before
15/01/2026 but it can also be done on the day of arrival. [Please see
the banking details on the following page].

Please bring along proof of payment or send it to
28052080esun.ac.za with the email Subject being:
"US Student Number_Surname_Initials_Merchandise2025”

MEALS DURING WELCOMING

Newcomers will receive breakfast, lunch and dinner from the dining
hall (Tinie Louw). This will be deducted from your student account.
You will complete a FEDICS form with all necessary dietary

requirements.

Bring pocket money for some activities.



BANKIiNG DETAILS

Legal entity name: UNIVERSITY OF STELLENBOSCH
Account name: University of Stellenbosch

Account number: 073006955

Account type: Business Current Account

Branch: Stellenbosch
Branch code: 051001

Newcomer amount: R560
Please send proof of payment to: 28052080esun.ac.za
Subject of the email: "US Student

Number_Surname_Initials_ Merchandise2025”

SnapScan QR code

Snap here to pay




LEARN THE LINGO

SLAKKiE:

Serruria's mascot is a slakkie (snail), named Larry! Residents from Serruria.

NESSiE:

A "Nessie" refers to the small living- and kitchen area found on each floor of every

block in the residence. The Nessie consists of a microwave, a hot water boiler,
washing basin, cupboards and comfortable seating area for those well deserved
coffee breaks!

BLOCKS:

Serruria has five blocks (A-E) with three floors each. Each block is named after the
top academic universities around the world which serves as inspiration for excellence
in education within our res. There are block meetings within the year which are
compulsory.

BLOCK LEADERS:

Each section will elect a leader to represent their interests in a more direct manner.

Block leaders are also responsible for fire drills and safety.

THE GAT:

The "Gat", meaning hole, is a term used to refer to the rooms in the residence that

start on the ground floor. These are C-gat and D-gat.
FRASS:

“Frass” is a term we use in res to refer to the "fake grass" quad. The Frass is normally
used for small, intimate Serruria functions/gatherings, and/or to relax and workout.
VOORGRAS:

This is our res' 'front lawn', which is where we sometimes hold res activities or will
gather to walk to a function together as a group. The voorgras is next to the parking
lot, outside the front door.

CSC:

Refers to the Private Student Organisations at the University who host students that
do not live in university accommodation. A CSC allows non-residents to network with
other newcomers and communities.

"THREE SiSTERS":

Serruria forms part of the three sister residences, the other two being Erica and

Nemesia. These res' are identical in physical structure and reside next to one another.



SE SE SERRURIA

SE SE SERRURIA
SE SE SERRURIA
SE (UH UH) RURIA (AHAH)
RURIA (AHA AHA)
RURI RURI RURI RURI

(REPEAT X4)

iN DA SLAKKiE CLUB

Hey (res name)

We're Serruria
You gonna know that we are superior
Little Larry is our cheerleader
We gon' play it loud on the speaker
(repeat)




SERRURIA

Serruria, Serruria
You must know that we're green
You must know that we love a slakkie

You must know that we're green
We're green, we're mean
We're fighting machines

You'll find us in the Tinie or in the Jan Marais
You'll find us in the amaHub

You'll find us everywhere..

(repeat)




NECESSITIES FOR O-WEEK

ADMiNiSTRATIVE NECESSITIES:
() 1D Document
() Proof of registration
() Proof of payment to Serruria for Merchandise
() Proof of payment /bursary/loan
Q Copy of Matric results

O Certified access letter (applicable to international students)

RESIDENTIAL NECESSITIES:
() Sunblock & Water Bottle
() Swimming Costume &Towel
Q Exercise Clothing

() Comfortable Shoes

O Semi-Formal (Cocktail) & Formal Dress/Outfits

O Themed Clothing for Socials & Other Activities

VENSTERS NECESSITIES:

O Bring an old, plain white shirt

Q Panado & rehydrate

O Culture Evening

O Snacks



NECESSITIES FOR THE YEAR

ROOM NECESSITiES:

Q Bedding: A mattress protector, sheets, pillows and duvet

Q Storage boxes: Residents use storage boxes and slide them under their beds.
Q Bedside lamp

Q Fan

Q Combination locks for your cupboards/doors

Q Decorations: make your room your own (note: no permanent attachments are allowed)
Q Shower caddy or plastic toiletry bag

O Extension Cables

O Cutlery & Plates

Q Cleaning Supplies



WE CANNOT WAIT TO
MEET YOU!

N

CONTACT US

We have created a communication channel for all newcomers and we
encourage you to reach out with any questions! Follow our Instagram
account in the lead-up to Welcoming to stay connected, participate in our
weekly Q&A sessions, and catch helpful tips we'll be sharing along the

way.

EMAiL:
INSTAGRAM:
TiKTOK:



